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SELEUCID COINAGE

The writer is here desirous of expressing

his deep sense of gratitude to the Rev.

Edgar Rogers for his great kindness in

allowing him to publish certain rare and

apparently unpublished varieties (Nos. 51

and 53). The writer is also very grateful

to Dr. Rogers, M. Jameson, and the

authorities of the British Museum and Paris

collections for their kindness and trouble

in sending him casts of certain important

pieces needed for this article.

ANTIOCHUS III, 223-187 B.C.

Series I, circa 201-196 b.c.

I Tetradrachm.

Obv. Head to right adorned with

diadem with fluttering ends. The

features of Antiochus III are rather

fleshy, his nose is comparatively short.

Rev. BASIAEQS onright. ANTIOXOY
on left. Apollo, completely naked,

seated to left on omphalos. He holds

arrow in outstretched right hand and

rests left on a bow of the "composit"

type. On r., outside inscription, \fi\.

On 1., outside inscription, A-

Newell Coll. Plate I.
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2 Tetradrachm.

Obv. From the same die as the preced-

ing coin.

Rev. Similar, but the shaft of Apollo's

bow forms a simple curve.

Newell Coll. Plate I. Another in commerce, gr.

17.23.

3 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar head to right, at times in

a circle of dots.

Rev. BASIAEQS above. ANTIOXOT
below. Prow of galley, adorned with

dolphin, to 1., in circle of dots.

Newell Coll. Two specimens, gr. 6.65 and 5.36.

Plate I.

4 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar, but above prow is to be

seen the date PIE (
= 198-197 B.C.).

Paris, No. 450 (gr. 4.40) PI. xi, 5; No. 451 gr. 4.90.

5 DlLEPTON.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. BASIAEQ2 on right. ANTIOXOY
on left. Palm tree, the whole surrounded

by a circle of dots.

Newell Coll. gr. 2.76. Plate I.
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12 SELEUCID COINAGE

breaks are here commencing to show at

the back of the head.

Rev. As above, but only Apollo's

right thigh is draped. On 1., outside

inscription, l\K- On r., outside inscrip-

tion, )E. In exergue, Bow in Quiver.
Pozzi Sale, Apr. 4, 1921, PI. lxxxvi, No. 2948,

Plate III.

XI Tetradrachm.

Obv. From the same die as the preced-

ing, but with the die breaks still more

evident.

Rev. Similar to preceding, but with

Apollo entirely nude. On 1., outside

inscription,, ,
and Lighted Torch.

On r., outside inscription, INK. In

exergue, Club.

London, No. 7, Plate III; Newell Coll.; Paris,

No. 290 (erroneously attributed to Antiochus

Hierax); Pozzi Sale, Apr. 4, 1921, PI. lxxxvi, No.
2949.

12 Tetradrachm.

Obv . From the same obverse die as was

used for the preceding coin.

Rev. Similar. On 1., outside inscrip-

tion, A. On r., outside inscription, |\K-

Newell Coll. Plate IV. A similar coin, but with

the obverse from another die, was sold by Mme.
Serrure in her sale of Nov. 18, 1911, No. 76, PI. iii.
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16 SELEUCID COINAGE

to be noted is the fact that this group of

coins throughout displays a monogram
already used for the issues of Series I and

II, namely A> thus conclusively proving
that these coins must all be the issues of a

single mint. Finally, the tetradrachms

of Series III are important as now, for the

first time in Seleucid numismatics, appears
the Club the customary attribute of

Tyrian Heracles and the usual symbol
of the mint of Tyre. The two symbols,

Lighted Torch and Quiver, occurring on

our coins only intermittently, are evidently

but the symbols of magistrates responsible

for the coinage and so, unlike the Club

do not occur again on later issues.

Series iv, circa 188-187 B.C.

I Tetradrachm.

Obv. Diademed head of Antiochus III

to r.

Rev. BASIAEQSonr. ANTIOXOT on

1. Apollo seated to 1. on omphalos,

holding arrow in right hand and resting

left on bow. On 1., outside inscription

2A and Club. On r., outside inscrip-

tion, INK-

Coll. of Dr. E. P. Robinson. Plate V.
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The single known tetradrachm of Series

IV was probably struck but a short time

previous to the death of Antiochus III.

This follows from the fact that not only

the symbol but also both monograms are

found on the immediately succeeding issue

of Seleucus IV. Thus is finally crystallized

the general type and character of the silver

issues of Seleucid Tyre until the time when

the entire system was changed by Alex

ander I Bala.

The style of No. 21 is identical with that

of the immediately preceding tetradrachms

of Series III. Like them, it bears the mint

symbol Club, and the monogram f\K which

has been found to occur on Nos. 9 to 15

inclusive. Further proof of the identity

of the mint is hardly necessary. A new

magistrate, signing his initials 2A im

mediately above the club, appears now

for the first time, but we will have further

occasion to record his signature on the

succeeding issues of Seleucus IV and

Antiochus IV.
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field, the date EAP (
= 178-177 B.C.).

Glasgow, Hunterian Coll., No. 11 (gr. 7.55), PI.

lxvi, 5.

25 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar, but date is SAP (
=

177-

176 B.C.).
'

Paris, No. 509 (gr. 7.10), No. 510 (gr. 6.80).

26 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar, but date is PAW (
= 176'

175 B.C.).

Paris, No. 512 (gr. 7.20), PI. xi, 20; Glasgow
Hunterian Coll. No. 12 (gr. 6.84); Newell Coll.

(gr. 6.95) Plate VI

27 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar, but date is PAH (
=

175-

174 B.C.).

Newell Coll., gr. 6.30.

28 DlLEPTON.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. BA2IAEQ2 on r. SEAETKOT
on 1. Palm tree, the whole in circle of

dots.

Newell Coll. (gr. 2.00) Plate VI.
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26 SELEUCID COINAGE

Rev. Similar, but Club is in exergue

and SA is missing.

Glasgow (Hunterian Coll. No. 6).

32 Drachm.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar, but Club only on 1.

Glasgow (Hunterian Coll. No. 7.)

33 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar. Circle of dots.

Rev. BASIAEQS above. ANTIOXOY
below. Stern of galley above which

is date L PAH (
= 175-174 B.C.).

Paris, No. 672 (gr. 7.20), PI. xiv, fig. 19; Rouvier

Coll., No. 1840, where type is wrongly described

as prow.

34 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar, but date is L0AP (
=

174-173 B.C.).

Paris, No. 673 (gr. 5.45).

35 DlLEPTON.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. BASIAEQSonr. ANTIOXOT on

1. Palm tree.

Rouvier Coll., No. 1845.
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Series II.

36 Tetradrachm.

Obv. Diademed head of Antiochus IV

to r. Fillet border around.

Rev. BASIAEQSonr. ANTIOXOY on

1. Apollo, as on No. 29, seated to 1.

On 1., outside inscription, W over Club.

On r., outside inscription, [^.

R. Jameson Coll., No. 1696. Plate VII.

37 Tetradrachm.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar. On 1., outside inscrip-

tion, [b over Wing. On r., outside

inscription, RH. Club in exergue.

Glasgow (Hunterian Coll., No. 5), PI. lxvi, 10.

38. Chalkous.

Obv. Diademed head of Antiochus IV

to r. Behind AMP (
= 169-168 B.C.).

Rev. BASIAEQS ANTIOXOY TT-
PIQN in three lines above stern of

galley.

DHVDX -IV
1

? in two lines beneath

Newell (gr. 7.33); Rouvier Coll. No. 1842, PI

rviii, 25; London, No. 55; Paris, Nos. 674 (PI. xiv

fig. 20) to 677 (gr. 7.50, 7.75, 8.50, 7.65).

27
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39 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar, but date is EMP (
=

168-167 B.C.).

Rev. Similar.

Paris, No. 678 (gr. 6.35).

40 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar, but the head is also

radiate and there is no date.

Rev. Similar inscriptions, but type

represents prow of a galley.

Paris, Nos. 679-681 (gr. 6.10, 7.70, 6.85); Rouvier

Coll. No. 1844.

Rouvier describes these coins as showing a prow
instead of the stern of a galley, and cites the pieces

in the Paris Collection. M. Babelon, however

makes no note of the change in type.

In the 138th year of the Seleucid Era,

the brilliant but erratic Antiochus IV

surnamed Epiphanes, finally became es

tablished as ruler of the empire. This we

learn definitely from the dated bronze

coins struck in Tyre (Nos. 27 and 33),

which in that year substituted his name
and portrait for those of Seleucus his prede

cessor.

With regard to the Tyrian silver issues

of Antiochus, we should note that the first

NUMISMATIC NOTES
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Rev. BA2IAE&2 on r. ANTIOXOY
on 1. Palm tree.

Rouvier Coll., No. 1846. PI. xviii, 23.

43 DlLEPTON.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar, but in field N P (
= 163-

162 B.C.).

Cat. Walcher de Molthein No. 2947, PI. xxvi

Newell Coll. (gr. 2.43). Plate VII.

Rouvier Coll., No. 1847.

In style and appearance these coins are

exactly similar to the last issues under

Antiochus IV. On the tetradrachm we

may notice the monograms of the two

magistrates who had previously signed

No. 37. Our coin also displays the Club

and the Wing symbols. For the first

time in our mint there now appears on

the silver coinage the official appellation

in this case EwraTwp of the ruling king,

a custom which had already become preva
lent in the central mint of Antioch

under Antiochus IV (see the author's

"The Seleucid Mint of Antioch," Amer.

Jour, of Num., Vol. LI).
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32 SELEUCID COINAGE
demetrius i, 162-151 b.c.

44 Tetradrachm.

Obv. Diademed head of Demetrius I.

to r., the whole surrounded by a laurel

wreath.

Rev. BASIAEQ2 on r. AHMHTPIOY
on 1. Tyche enthroned to 1., holds

short sceptre in r. hand and cornucopia?

in 1. On 1., outside inscription, ^
over Club. On r., outside inscription,

P5J over Wing.

London, No. 35; Warren Coll., No. 1301. PI. xxx

Paris (recent acquisition), monogram here is \^i

Plate VIII

45 Tetradrachm.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar. On 1., outside inscrip-

tion, PR over Wing. On r., outside

inscription, R5J . In exergue, Club.

Paris, No. 714, Plate VIII; Glasgow (Hunterian

Coll., No. 7).

46 Drachm.

Obv. Similar but head is surrounded

with a dotted border instead of the

laurel wreath.

Rev. Similar. On 1., outside inscrip-
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tion, Pfl over Wing. On r., outside

inscription, RH. In exergue, Club.

Egger, XLV, PI. xix, 680; Rev. Edgar Rogers

Coll., Plate VIII; Petrowicz Coll. (Z.f.N. Vol

XXIX, 1912, PI. iv, 17).

47 Chalkous.

Obv. Diademed head of Demetrius to

r. Border of dots.

Rev. BASIAEQS AHMHTPIOT LANP
(
= 159-158 b.c.) in three lines above

stern of galley. TTPIQN and niA

beneath.

London, Nos. 43 and 44; Paris, No. 770 (gr. 8.10)

and No. 771 (gr. 6.05) PI. xvii, fig. 2; Rouvier Coll.

No. 1850; Newell Coll. (gr. 7.24).

48 Hemichalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. BASIAEQS AHMHTPIOT TT
PIQN in three lines above prow to 1.

LANP (
= 159-158 B.C.) and ^sb in

exergue.
Rouvier Coll., No. 1848, PI. xviii, 27; Rev. Edgar
Rogers Coll.

49 Hemichalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. BASIAEQS AHMHTPIOT LANP
in three lines above prow to I. TTPIQN
and 1^6 in exergue.
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Rouvier Coll., No. 1849, PI. xviii, 26; Rev. Edgar

Rogers Coll. Plate VIII.

50 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar to No. 47 except that

date is LHNP (
= 155-154 B.C.).

Newell Coll (gr. 7.30, 6.25); Paris, Nos. 772 to 774

(gr." 6.10, 7.70, 6.50); London, Nos. 45 and 46;

Rouvier Coll., No. 1851; Rev. Edgar Rogers Coll.

51 Hemichalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Like No. 49 but dated HNP.
Rev. Edgar Rogers Coll.

52 Chalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar to No. 50, except that

the date is NP (
= 154-153 B.C.).

Newell Coll. (gr. 6.55); Paris, Nos. 775, 776 (gr.

7.10, 6.55); London, Nos. 47 and 48; Rouvier

Coll., No. 1852; Rev. Edgar Rogers Coll.

53 Hemichalkous.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. Similar to No. 51, except that

date is 0NP.
Rev. Edgar Rogers Coll.

54 DlLEPTON.

Obv. Similar.

Rev. BASIAEQ2 on r. AHMHTPIOY
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portraits on the accompanying bronze

coins, whose attribution to Tyre is certain,

closely resemble in character and work-

manship those found on the silver de-

nominations.

Thus that unexplainable gap in the

Tyrian silver mintage, the only real gap
that existed in its issues from the time

when the mint was reopened under Antig-

onus after its closing by Alexander the

Great, until the final silver issues under

the Roman emperors Trajan and Cara

calla, is now apparently closed. Inci-

dentally, one more group of the great

Seleucid series can be placed on one side

as now assignable, with every appearance
of finality, to its original mint in this

case, Tyre.
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NOTES
1 Compare its issues with those of Sidon, Gaza,

Ptolemais, or Joppa in Svoronos' "Ta Noju.iV/u.aTa tov

Kparovs rutv IlToAe/u.aiwi'."

2 In a recent letter to the writer, the Rev. Edgar
Rogers, well known for his studies of the Seleucid

series, made this same observation based upon previous

and' entirely independent research.

1 "The Seleucid Mint of Antioch," Atner. Jour.

Num. Vol. LI, 1917.

4 Rois de Syrie, etc.

5 A. T. Clay: Legal Documents from Erech, N. Y.,

1913, Introd., p. 14.
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