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PREFACE

READER

HO" fome may pardon e for

breaking Silence in the Setenty

W [ewenth Year of iy Age; in de

fence of a real Truth; againf?t

Fables and Fitions not invented

- #ill 300, or more Years after

 the Deceafé of bims to whom they

are afiribed : Yet it is poffible that the very fame Peta
fams that exoufed me then, may condemn me now, for
oppofing an Opinion that bas paffed curtant for Truth
thefe 200 Years together 3 and all this i Favour of an
Hypothefis that.is-but newyand when firft propofedymade
A2 nwone,

N\
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iv The PREFACGE.
wowe, or Very few Cowverts to it nay rather-bas beewy
with Contemp® sxploded and ridiculed by Men of greas
Eminency; Worth and Learning, in mafé of the Euro~
pean Nations round abost us. . '

And yet for all this, I cannot be fo far difcouraged
Jrom Countenancing what I copgeive a Truth, as to fuf-
Sfer it to be overthrown for want of Affifiance, or 4 cha-
vitable Hand, or Mouth, to_appear as an Advocate m
itS Defences for the mnh"aty' Opinion, I believe, bas
Ween taked upruponTruft, and-bas a-great deal-more of |
Falfbood than Probabilityscontained in.it. It bappened
to be firft broached-by a Perjm of famous Memory
and vaft Learning, and who bad -worthily deferved the .
Thawks of all Mem, for bringing to Light, what bad
lain in Darknefs for many Agess that neither PoE TS
mor HisToR1ANS could be underfiood in what they
[Pake. of Money-Matters 5 but were wholly unintelligi-
bkt in that barbarows Age, in which Learning [feem'd
20 be confined to the ScHoor~-MEN ; #il] Erafmus,

. Budzeus, and fame other bright Wits, who became the Re="-
forers of Litevatare, attempted to relicve Mens Igno-.
rancey and Jead themy as with a Clew, thro the Mazes
agd Labyrinthsy where they were entangled and be-
nigbted, till the laf} named Perfon, and univer(ally learn-
ed-Budzus, femed for his great Skili both in Civil.
- Law wnd Languages 3 [o that few of mome durft ate
tempt to queftions whether it was Trush or naty what-
ever be bad publifond concerning the Greck or Roman

o T . Moneys 5

\
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The PREFACE. Vv
Mmy:; withous endangering their Credit and Repata-
tion by ﬁ doing.

For without Queflion Budzeus’s Learwing was celes
brated both at Home and Abroad, awd. it is evident be
endeavoured to out-vy not only the Latins but the
Greeks alfo 5 who being banifbed Conftantmople by
the Turks, many of them, for fome Years fettled in’
Italy 5 and tbo’ Budzus's Parts aere vesy great, yet
poffibly bis Paffions were no lefs; for Erafmus in 4 Let-
ter to Agricola, dated the 42b of the Calends of Sep-
~ temb. A9 1531. P.469. encourages George Agricols
to go om with his Book of Weights and Meafures ;
but withal informs bimy, “ That be meed mot to fear
% any Sharpnefs from Portius, or Alciate, (who bad
& avrit on the fame Subject) becaufe they were Mess
 of great Candour.’ Budzus ut eft ftomachi lis
berioris, ita vir melior eft quam ut indignetur tan~
tum argumentis agenti. 7 am not certain bow long
Bud=zus lived, but the Epifiles of Erifmus were mor
printed till the Year 1§54y, and before thar Time
Budzus muft needs be in bis Grave 5 becaufe I find
bim wot amongfs the Elogia, which Thuanus bas gi-
ven of all the Learned Men of Note that -died after
the Year X546 5 neither do I think be lived to fee
the firfp Edition of Agricola, which I fuppofe was
not publifbed till the Year 1533, or 1532 at foonef},

I bave made this Recital out of Erafimus's Epifiles,
to Evidence that there was [ime Reafon why many
‘ L ' Per-



vi The PREFACE.
Per/bm rather chofé to fubfiribe to Budaeus'’s Opmwg
than to comtend with bims but this is no Excufe why
Gronovius fbould tread in bis Steps, and [fwallow all
be [aid as true, above 300 Years after that dead
Lion could not bite.

But I pafs on from thé Defencé of my Hypothefs
to another Matter, which follows after ity and which
I could bave wifbed I bad never bad occafion- for 5
and that isy my entving into the Liff againft a known
Friend and old Acquaintance, as Dr. Arbuthnot was:
But Neceffity, as I bave fbewn in the Beginning of
my Remarks upon bis Booky dtews me into it; and as
ibe Proverb fays, Neceflity has no Law, nor can
be governed by Rules of Civility and good Bréeding ;
-and yet I bave endeavoured to keep within thefe
Bounds, as far as defending Right, and oppofing
Wrong, would permit and allow me. i

" The Epifile to my Reader might bave been lmger,
had Time and Health permitted; but being in the 781h
Year of my Age, I was taken with an Ague s and the’
" all along I followed the Preferiptions of my Pbyﬁcmt,
get from April i} September, I could not after three
or four Relapfes get quit of ity and that by taking the
Bark of Peru, am much darkened in my Parts, and
my Memory almoft-quite ' defiroyed. Awd yet I muf
not give over, without alledging fome Reafons why I
did not leave off fooner 5 but bave enlarged thefe Mifr

Wl]‘ﬂ.&f,
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The PREFACE. vij
eellawies, with fome Tranferipts out of Gronovius, Do
Milliarenfibus & Follibus, with fome .Addstions ta
bimy M. Greaves, and Bifbop Hooper s for I thoughs.

it @ Piece of Fufice, & ingenui pudoris publice pro-_

fiteri per quos profecerim. [ bave alfo made fome E-
mendations to that excellent Book of the late Bifbop of
Ely, filed Chronicon Preuofum, §Gc. Which was.
dome by me upon a Principle I fball willingly own 5 e«

 fleemsing it @ Benefit, both to the Authors. and Readers

of any Treatife, to bave the Over-fights correfled and
amended. And if any one will be fo civil as to inform

me of fome of thofe many Errors which bave eftaped

me, or the CorreGory - 1 [ball take it as a great Kmdrzeﬁ-
and willingly acknowledge the Obligation, and mention
them if they come to Hand before the Edition be quite
fold off. Bst for fuch f[eurvilous Letsers as I bave re-
ceivedy from the Pens-of fome, I difregard them; and one
from the Prefsy dated February the 1f, 172829, fub-
[eribed Jo. Brooks, Chapter<Clerk of Chrift-Church,
and diretted to me, is of a Nature that can befit nowe
but fuchan one as be who is (aid to bave writ it, who

endeavours 30 lgy bis own Fault at my Door ; the I

publifbed mothing in my ANNALS, p. 334, 337,
&c. but what came from bhis intimate Friend, whom
I took 10 be a wife and difereet Many and would not
write any Thing but what be was able to maintain
and defends and if be can do this, I fball bg glad to

be informed of it 5 but Mr. Brooks pretends that it is

wt ip all Cammﬁanm trye : But jince Mpr. Brooks
zwll

-
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viij The PREFACE;
" will be writing and defending thut which be was et
charged with, I would defire bim for once to make an
Apology for what is charged Home upon bimy in th -
fame Book, pag. 337, and wpon one of the Fellows of th
CoLLEGE joined with hims; which I think is a Faés
fo flagram and notoriousy, that it cam admit of mo
Excufe: And certainly then, thas muft weeds be a bad
Caufey which both wamed and forced Men to. ufe fuch
fraudulent and bafé Proceedings to ﬁtppm asd mm-.
dain it.

William Smith,

'M‘ffb lfﬂb 172g:
Rettor of Mel{onby.
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(i)
ApDITIONS Y0y and EMENDATIONS of; forme,
Paflages i the followiog VOLUME. .
HE chief Obje@ion which 1 ‘thitk can be made to my
Hypothefis that the Roman Dendrii were at firft coined
at a greater Weight than feveén ordight in ad Ousices and has
not being an{wered in.the f p‘vgfugi;a TTERS, feems to me
10 be this ; ﬂm*,’;l;er'c‘ pelj(eivibrc‘,c‘éihed 3ny Money in fo la‘rge
a Proportion, as i haye ﬁi{ed‘ﬁf it l’ag; 18 of this. Volume,
To which § adfwer; Thaj whas is Gud Lh'g‘re; was ofly as
aPropofal, .to  bear what Ob;e&idnxsfmniht e madeagaintt it,
and not as ‘my fectled Qpinjon, by ‘Which I was refolved to a-
bide ; hut.wd\d;rta!kei' and leflen 28] Thould fe¢ Occafiortfor it,
Bu 1 -mone ctjr{&'ly g fay, there hive been foimetimes fas
greater Coins than double; trible, :of ‘quadruple of what are
mentioned, . 9t faid to be How extant among the Rovian Mo-
gey: far in'thar ® excellent 55 $ERTAF 10 K doncedning thé
SICILIAN Maney publifhed by the leaned 'Di. Bensly; I
find Pollyx.q aung . Ariffotle aut of a‘mfc’ouqfc__cdnc'exhing the
Sicilian Coin (but. poyw not.éxtans) where b fpeaks of a flg--
nxorni A zgprs ptheswile Sluseirep, coined by Denareta, Wife
of Gelga,, ip Memory_ at 2 Yi@ory ‘,g‘aix.i.cd overx the Carthage-
sians;” with Money g@\a't ae'his’ Wife's Interceflion had been
furnifved her Husband, by she Ladigs or Wornen; that weie
worth ifey .Limt.pr%ouudﬁ of Brafs, of which.so Pound, a
&ugarrgay or.ten of thafe so/. A,ri/o;!g fays were worth 13
Zginean Obgli; mow 12 {uch Oboli make two Zginean Drack«
me; byt if an Eginean Draghma had ithe Proportion as ten
10 fix of the A#iick Drachms, then if & Drachma of Athens
was warth $.4, and better 6f our Money, a Drachma of Zgis
sa muf ke warth 13 § of our'Moriey; and a. Ieymrerrdas
Tegr tenk times As muJa,f which amounts at .leaft to Xis, and
me-what over. But if. we fhould difpute whether or no
this was got an pver-value} I will mention another givenby
Diodorss Sicslus, who values the 1lgymxorninzegy-here fpoken
of; at ten Ausick Drachibs, which makes as k have accounted
them beloWw their true Value, 65 84, . .
I pafs. by what Ariffetle (ays,. that 13 Zginean Oboli were

more thaq W0, Attick Drackhmsy fQ‘X‘ir‘l 'I:rmh 3 Attick Drachms

will not equal 2 E{inmﬁn.
L. exped that tho ¢
vius, will faﬁ glis Ww4s an expraordinary. Medal, and no trye
Ry

Coiny -1 will by Concaffioq grang that it might -be fo; but
ever, it fhews that the Romans being (o near Neighbours

*® Pag. 458, 469, Bently of the Sicilian Money.

e of the, oppofite Party following Grons~



to the Sicilians muft have Known what was ufually the Pro.
portion ‘Betwedh Siived snd Brafs, ' undc1-may hence gather,
that fincethe’ Romans Borrowed their Coin from the Sicilians,
and that theiv Decalitron . w3s worth 25, 24. ob. the Romans
coih*d cheir leaft Denarii at thdt’ Value,” which is wholly irre.
coticileable with' Bédesus ahd Gro#oviss’s Opinion., °
" But 1 proceed 10 another Argiiment, natbortowed froman
extraordinary but a’ common ' Coth’ or-Silver Staser” or Tetra-
drachm, coataining fou _Dr@b'rgf{'r" which ‘tho" they were of
greater ' Weight and Value than'§4. Eﬂ%hfh, y¢t in Compli-
ance with fome others T Have teckoned but at 84, four of
which nike 25 84. of ot Money ; ,qltvghi"c‘}). Sort Mr. Grea-
wes ‘tells us he fi4d, fekn ‘3nd: weighed ;)e.ry',many’" and fince
. Hgina and Carinth had a differert Drathma . 'q'é‘d'lej heavy
Drachina’s; no. doybt ‘but they ' hid Sedters-0f ihe like Kind
alfo, wlficlpu.s‘,fagbr woild at'leaft have®thé fapié Prépoirion that
the Drachma had;’ that 1o has to] g, 'theréfore.alibgether would
dmount within, §'d, ‘of a2 Roman '6_,usice,, and dyerefore eqch of
thein be"about's’s, ‘s 4, And bécaufe Syracilfe was “a’ Colony
of Qr;‘gihﬁ,’,itkﬁl‘}é the Seilian Stdters were abont ' the Jike Va-
lue; ‘and by Fonfequence the KMt Roman Déparii Weré coined
ar, or neaf the very faime Weighty whichis 4 ffféiént” Argu-
ment to overthtow their ‘Opiniod, ‘againft ‘Whom T'have been
hitherto' arguing, who 'V':;iyn the Akt Denarfl jlo higHer than.
yd. ob! f.ﬁ; 4,°% av moft, ' Neither' do I thifik if"ih’ Objedti-
on of any Weight, ' that tliere are few or ‘none remaining' of
the full Weight 1- have. been {péaking of ;* for'ihére "Money
is leflened; tﬁef heavier witl be"all, oy moft, riew coin’d; And
far mote, follow the Example of Dionyfius the eldet, *Who re-
duced his’ Monéy 'tb half the Wreight it was before; But kept
it at the fame Values® Then Alex. $evérus who encredfed not
‘the *Value' of ' his Aurei of heavy ‘Morey; but took lYeffer
Money into his' Treafury or Taxes, in lien of the ‘greater.

1 find Al Lampridius in the Life' of Heliogabalus; Ch. xxii.
%0 Year's befote Conflantine wis Emperor) %ifperﬁiig his Do-
natives to the People to be 'fcr;imbfed for, ‘whici entituled
‘thofe that found thent, fome to an hundréd- Aurei,’ pthers to
.a thoufand Argentei (or Milliarenfes’) a'third Sort'to a-hur
dred Folles; which (hiews that Grosovms; as well 4s others, is
fometim® mifkaken, efpeciaily’ in'many Things hé has {4id
cncerning Conflantine. Lo B
" Ass for ‘Corre&ions or Eméntfations they “cannot-be«all
raken Notice of at prefent, ‘till the Eirare be éolle@éd ; on-
.!Y I fhall mention fome few.  The firft of whith fhall be this,
that 1 have in two or three Places quowtl Dimyfius - -Habicar-
“mafs, as agrecing with Pliny in fating the higheft Cenfus Ro-
R TR R N,

R L,i .
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manns, whereas he yather agrees with Zivy, who gives it in
at the loweft. Pag. 29, §7. g T e

2dly, 1 have in Pag. 201 made the Cotyle and Hemink as'if
one had been double to the other, which was wholly owing
to my miftaking in Hafte the Number of the Hemine in an
Amphora, for the Number that was ina Medimnss, _
Pag. 168. \. 6. & o. Iu both Places for Pound ¢. Ounce. . .
Pag. 169. 1, 6. ddd Codax Theod. lib. ix. #it. 6. l. 2. Ne pras
ter crimen majeflatis feruus Dominum nec patronum libertus acinfos,
Pag. 164. & 165. moft.of thefe two Piges gre the: . Words
of Mr. Gréaves and thquld have been Comma’d, ordiftinguifh.
ed in another Chara&er, .. - . I
Pag.-130. 1.2, add dafhed out or,

. ... Greexk and Larin Erraia’ - )
AGE 32, 1.5.v.Gromvius, p.6.l.3.r.%ocant. p.q. 1. 14. v. Remug
P L zo.sr. dupondio & {emriffe. Pl.z % mmriun?. 1.932. r."ﬂau. ’pf‘
x0 1. 29, r. Tjens. p. 161, 5. (% nbi«}é v. Pancirollus. |. s1. t. Gravius,
P- 19.4. 25. r, ¥ice, p.20.1.4. r. Alctate;’). §.v. Sextantariic p.23. 1,
33. r. Fabius,  p.24. 134 1. Sofipater. lp 26. 1. 18, r, Priftian’s, L
19, r. Fuflinian. " p.2g. in the Poftfeript. I, 14. r. Dionyfius 'IX‘.;:. Ls.
& 14 r teruncivs. p, so.l. 8.x. librales. p.y2 1110, %, Fi 3
1.18. 1, libralis. 1. 26. ¥. Gillo. 'p.-§6. 1. x1.5. mntis. p.64. }. 12,7}
pecunia, 1. x5.1. milisieque. 1. 16, Comma poft Salutariter, non poft om:
Zia. P.67.1.20.1.deufu &, p.68.1. 7. 7. Grongvins. p.70.1 20;
¥. Sextantarii. . 73. 8c.v. Seflertii, Sefertiorum, Seffertits, [arqhe inls
paflim] p.84.1 i r. Siculus, .88, 1,22.1. Selolaviim @ ufleis Al
woliants. p.93.1.9.r. Drachme. p. 108.'). penulr. r. stanfmitramivs;
P 116, 1.9, r. diminuti, . 19. r. fit———duas. - p.117. 131, . Vaic
ret. 118, Lot v, difficilis, L, §. v, non, 1326, 1. valove. }o2q.v.offfci
unt, 1.28. 7, excedebat, 1. 32. v.identidem, p.1319. 1 penulr. r. Milfiat
renfis, p.x21. 1 22. r. teruncius, [atq; ita pafhm.] pir23. L'23.r;
- L 24 r.conficere. ' p. 124. ). 30. 1. notatu. 1 iz.r. quindecupla,

L 23 r. preponi.” p. v25. L 31. v, munquam. p. 126, 1. é T, exequat,
p- 128.1 13. r. externiis. p.137. 1. 23. . mirgri. p. 138, L 14. ri H%
panico, ), 28,1, Sem]uncic. 1229;:‘ r. uncias. 1. 31.lr. ndnamm.hj.-’g T3
exiffimet, p.140.), 24. . duodecimo. p.143. 1.33. r.Hypothefes.” pt
x4§ ). 8, r. Thomas Thomafius. 1.26.r. afufet.g p.?i'-’;'z. 1 3;? r { im‘:.‘
f' 153.1. 7. v, Grevius, p. 158, 1. 8, 1, duos denavies. 1.27. r. }ﬁﬁt‘i}‘
. 330 1. diffribuas, ‘p 156. ). 28, r. difersis. - p. :?. L. riafficerentur.
1. 14. r. Fuftinian, V.24, v. Pompeius,’ 1.28; r. majaw. p.160.1. 6.1,
[eptuario. 1. g. v, Varro, 1. 54. v\ maxime. p.361.) 1. 1. propives.* Lir.'
1, in fexdecim, i 152. 115, v, exemplarvibus. V. 19, 1. Littra—Millena’
riurs. p. 163, poft lin. 16. addas, D. N. Fuflinian ----- Gran.69. ib. 1
17. r. Phocas p. 166, k-2 v Gaffendus, 1, 1301, ¥8. v, Pitruvius. p.
175. ). 2.'r. feparara.  p.-198. L 3%, v, copiam. ' p. 179, 1. 1. r. faceret,
——popefeit. 1.8r, Drachme. v, 1811, 31, v funt, And ), 32. 7. dicns
bantur. p. 182.). 2, 5, Quadringemos. D202, . 3.%. Ciffophorus. p,
207, |, 1. v. Heminas nonaginta fex. 1. 3. r. Note, l. 7. (% alihi} =
Masianws, ). 18, 22424, v, Medimnws. 1, 318, v. modi. 1. d. q. Modus.
L 26.x. Gotylay ). 27. 5. Heming, 1. 33. 5. Sexgariis p.20g. 1. ul. v,

. P R LI S 'y Lo T e 1
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miffis. y.u&Lu.r.mm P uy.l;.r.
P. 238. 1. 31. r. unciarium € Semiunciarium. p.2401.22.1.

g z;x.l. 15. v. Milligrenfes. p. zu.) penulr, r. wluérit, p. 255.1
y.r.la ntion, l .1 oru . Lalk 5. zum-

p.256. 1. 1. M6} p.z . 23. 1. Si 18 ¥, femauncia,
l.tgr Mpfﬁy, NI .maum :x.rfmnln Sfingulos,
46 ENGI[‘“%M”‘? fis the decaat
E iii.[inthePreface] 1. g.r. Filions, .r.a the decesfe.

P 4 10.r, cu‘:'nm r”.f;v ? z.r ridiculed. p.v 7 £ g.'r. poflibly his

ﬁons wete no leﬁ p.vil 'l §. r.grofecmm 1.1 r. Chronicon.

86. r. off. [In the Book) .P e 2. 4 34 7 nnder

#. 4-4. 9. e inform, 4,30, chan. TARYN or’s. p.

r. were, /, 23 r. which (till. p. 10,4 16 r.ome Poand. 4 1¥.7. Cax-

thaginian. L' 11, L 20, r.weve, p.8.4 3, mbear. po22.f3. 1

Ioference, [ 38.r. diminithed. p.24./. 3c. r. Volume. 4 317,

have. p,26.416.¢. Pound. p. 30. 4 1. r.- Capito}. #. 3; L2o. 1.

wellp. 41,4 g.v. xhgong’d. . 434, 13.7. Mong, P45l
o %, of, §, 20, 2. fkill 7,1 29.7. Ducar. p, n.ddrhxny,\
Cfm(‘even. p.49.L:.9. #.59.L.7.0.give. p.56./.18.

t.than. .59, L.5. Ocle :Imt . 61. LQ}' r.fay.. péz 4, ule.rywho, |

’- l,z.r.arcp,u éuem, » 95.4 2.r. Pounds./ 7.
firnith. P9t k2 2 rconf p. 93.4. 38, 1. feem. p. 95.4, 16,

r.acutene(s.. p. 301, L 38.7. Livy, p. wg 4,2,r.Gronovins, L23

z, will. /. z;.r copcemptible. p. 504. 4, 15, r. Obfervation.. p. xo;.

L 10,9, ridiculous, . g 130.1, 2.2, Niceries L 32. v, peflibly,

1.28 .Calculasion, . p 127. Z, 15, r. Arishmetick, pii3s. & r. p.
3 Naml 1, ridiculotis. p, 139. £23. Fainc-hearcednefs p. 1400
4 7- have acknowledged. p.143. 4 14.7.difcerned. L 17,7, ypo.‘

thefis. 4 20,5, Hardwin. L 31,r.who, p. 145.L9.r. Ulage. p. 147,
~24~ et B sk L wls. v, defpaieed, P 353, & a3, prescy. p.x;y.

feripeion, - p. 157. L. 30. v. promifcuoufly. p. 160, 41,7,

! wm’s. P 164.4. 34 r. Ninety.  $.366, L.22, r.than. p. 167 L

33 - -lq ) a!hemmcuu. P 369 b 3.7, Cariling’s, 4 26, v, |
inith 178 4. % were, p.19a.L12.9, miy p.173.42

7. ha pxly dx v«cd and [neuded by. p- 176 L .:o.r. than. p.

Z 12. 1. Dimenfions. g, 19Q. 4 3. v, Jof.

t~ !92- 4- e.co .z:i , 38, 7. Decnpe p.3Q 1.13 T fifry. feven,

5 286, [ 36. v. divi p 307,431 ’rypes. t. fibled, p:zu.
. dg.nare. /20 ‘S a5l 18, v, epen % p-323. 16,1
monftrous. p. 231.. 1 r. Quorarion. p. 249. afser lige 13y ¥ide p.p.

21243531354 }15‘0.‘ 3x.t.V.t nvwhn. p.nsz 4, van fram Tyme |
to Time, p. 296. L. 31, 7. 83 tg 259.4. 5, 6.r. one Pound |
4. 13.v. of the Gloffary. .p 25 l. h LS ollow. 2350, dele bin. 11,
;',z, 13, 14, vead,. wheu ane Pound of Silver was ta pafs for
olids; which bringsas ¥ u;nccwc,om of Silver to 325 of Braff.
$367.4.g.r.Obloquy. p.a71, -l. .ngcs. 1.3,5.4dd, as. :l30.1.
pofitive.” /. 31, rogathor it. 4, 16. delq ther. p. a7 L 13/ add, and
way aker and correft them mora agreeably to the Latin Toague
Egrata in the Fioures.
AGE 109 1. g. r.y30000. p. 160.1. 3L. r. p. 128, p-182.13 "
r. l,gog,;)oo'!’alems. p-203. ll.;..r 8:9;1 13 : zd 8p&z;t
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A |
Writ te D" John Bateman,
Fellow of the College of Phyficians

in London. Dated Sept.11. 1714,

Dear D

EIN G informed by my Si-

fter, (your old Patient, who

i1s now in London,) ot your

ood Health,and your Niece’s

ing now married to a Ba-

ronet, and all living together

at W bitebaily 1 could not but

_congratulate with you up-

3 onthat welcome Newss and

ferve my felf fo far therein, as to take the Liberty,
now 1 l)('now where youare, to beg your Affiftance,
and Advice, in a Matter I have now for fome
Years bufied my Head about. I came engaged in
It upon this, Occafion: l\ér. Obadiah H aiker,. had
- . i . in
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in his later ‘Time new model’d our Treafury, &.
[as is alrcady lately Publithed in my PR E FACE
to the 4/ NNALS of Univerfity College, and there-
" fore needs not to be here again ted.] And left
I thould make my Porch bigger than my Manfion,
I fhall briefly tell you, that having gone thtough
all our CoLLEGE Writings, I {;‘ocured Liberty

_to perufe the Archives of the UNIVERSITY

. in Turre Scholarum, Oxon; and out of both, thefe

collected fuch Paffages, as might lead me to under-
ftand the true Value of Fift; Shillings per Annum,
the primitive Stipend of our Fellowthips, and what
Proportion of l\Xgncy anfwers to that Sum .in this
Prefent Age. 1 was au%mcnting thefe Colletions
at Oxford; but before I was removed and fettled
at Melfonby, the ingenious Book ftiled, Chromicon
Pretiofum, was Pubi"ihed by that learned Author;
which prevented my further Thoughts on that
Subjeét for fome Time: but being informed about
a Year after, that there had been Propofals made
afreth in Parliament, for leffening’the Coin of the
Nation, which would have proved a very pernici-
ous’ Overture, had it been entertained ; I began to
think again on that Subjett; and becaufe I would
not,_A4Zum agere, refolved to enlarge my View,.and
take in the Hebrew, Greeky, and Roman Prices of
Things, as far as there are any Memorials left of
them, eitherin the Bible, or Greek, or Latin Claf-
- fick-Authors; The greateft Part of which, I have
perufed, fome very tew excepted. I have likewife
_read the beft Authors that have writ about Ancient
Money, if Mr. Walker’s Judgment may be relied;
on, viz. Bydeus, Agricola, Hotomanus, and Mr.
Greawes 5 to which, befides fome others, 1 have ad-
ded the Elder Gromovious de pecunia weterey of all
- Which Budeus and Greaves bears away the Bell in
. , . my
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my Opinion, the one having firft learnedly beg
an}c’l tl?e c::?l,er with t' Exalinefs ﬁmihyed tghqcril;
feveral Works; in which laft I can find no other
Overfight, but this, that in his Dilcourfe of the
Roman Deénarins (which is now almoft fold for it’s
Weight in Silver, but is’ worth it’s Weight in
Gold) he fuppofes a Troy Ounce of Silver to have
been coined here in England at five Shillings,
whereas it was rather coined at §s5. 24. which I
think was his Miftake. For formerly, when an
old Englith Penny weighed three Penceof our pre-
fent Coin, and twenty went to the Ounce, the Al-
lowance for Coinage was nihe pence per Pound, or
of our prefent Money, Two and three Pence; all -
our Coin being in Pence, or Half-pence ; afterwards
when bigger Money was coined, the Allowance
was only two Shillings; but now by A& of Par-
liamenty as I take it, ’tis coined Gratis: And upon
the former Suppofition Mr. Greavés' allows eight
Grains to a l\godcm Englifh- Penny; which is 2
Grain too much in every four Pence of our prefent
Coin; which being allow’d; and he granting (as
he does) that the old Roman and Englith Afwvoir«
dupois Ounces, are of equal Weight with the Ro-
man, every Roman Ounce will contain, or equal,
fifty fix modern Englith Pence, with a Fraction
a Roman Pound of twelve Ounces; fifty fix
Shillings, fix Pence three Farthings, or thereabouts;
which Fration omitted, brings a Roman Denarius,
or Penny, to our cight Pence, a Seffercc to two
Pence, “and an Attick Talent to two hundred
Pounds modern Englith Money, all round Sums;
Whereas other Affignments labour under Fraétions,
Wwhich renders Computations uneafy, and therefore,
{Iélricola’s Care in this Matter is rejeted, or rather
ndiculed by Grom'viﬂ:i's who in his lafty (or QlEm"it‘io
Z =,




y s Several LETTERS
Edition 1 make ufe of) appears to me a far better
Critick, and Mathematitian, than a Political Statef-
man, orgood Chriftian. You muft likewife Note,
that moft Forcigrers, as well as' Englith Men in
this, following Budeus, as Gronovins alfo has done,
have computed bz the Zroy Ounce inftead of the i
Roman; and divided that Ounce into eight Denaris;
which the learned Phyficians, Celfus, and Secribanins
Largus, and alfo Pliny himfelf intorms us, was di-
vided into feven Denarii only; and not into eight,
as is vulgarly computed. |
- Having thus told you how I compute, (Mr.
Gregves being my Guide; ) I'muft tell you wherel -
Faulter; and beg your, or any of your learned
Friend’s Affiftance, who are Mathematitians, to help ,
me forward. . , "
:My greateft Difficulty is to underftand a Place’
in Livy’s Hiftory, and others in Pliny’s alfo : For .
firft, : Livy, Lib. 1. Cap. 43. tells us, < That the
& Cenfus or Valuation of the firft or higheft Clafi:
¢ of Citizens in Rome, was an Hundred Thoufand
“ Roman A4ffes, or plairier 100000 Pound of - Brafs:
¢ Money ; which - being reckoned as Budews,.
. “ Gromvias, and others compute by the Roman.
% Denarii, which at firft contained each of them
« ten Affes y the Wealth of a Roman Senator was
% rated no higher than ten thoufand Demariz: And
 again, thele Denarii by the fame Authors, be-
¢ ing reckoned eight to the Ounce, the whol
“¢ Sum falls rather fhort then over 3337 6s5. 84d.
« prefent ‘Englith Money.” But I ‘can .never be
E)cljfuaded that the Roman Brafs thould be
often leflened in Weight, and raifed in Value,
and that their Silver Money, or Deniers that Anfwer
ity was always the fame,” and never weighed hea-
vier than the eighth Part of an Ounce Silver. Let

u
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us therefore, without regarding their Silver Mo
confider what Quantity of Bras was compute:ltzz
laft by the Romans, as equal to the eighth Part of
an Ounce Silver; and thea we fhall find, as thefe
Authors would perfuade us, that the eighth Part of
an Ounce Silver, at it’s firft Coining, was worth
ten Pound, or an hundred and twenty Ounces of
Brafs or Copper Money: And that yet the fame
Denarii, before the Eﬁ of the iecond Punick War,
fhould be only worth eight Ounces of Copper, and
no more : The.Confequence of which, if thefe Au-
thors be not miftaken, is, that thc Neceflity of
the Roman €Common-W ealth forced them to raife
the Value of their Copper, their Silver Money
reither rifing nor falling during their two Punick
Wars; both which lafted not much longer, from
the Beginning to the Ending, than fixty Years;

and there was no change, that we read of, in ei~ .

ther Copper or Silver Coin afterwards. '

Livy, in the forecited 43 Chapter fays,  The
“ Horfemen were allowed ten tho Affes for |

“ the Price of an Horfe, and two thoufand for
“ his Keeping”: Which, according to the Ac-
count of Budeus, comes to about 33/ 125. 84.

Englif for aHorfe, and 8/. 13s. 4d. yearly forhis

Keeping. Accordu'g to which Computation, a
chorg(}ngfm, or.Value of his Eftate; would. a-
mount to the Price of ten Horfes only; but I con-
ceive this is a Miftake in Livy, and rather agrees to
the Time he wrote in, than to the Time in which
the Cenfus. was firft made by Servius Tullius, who
began to reign about Ao Urbis 176. But Cali-
piney in his g}&ionary, reckons Livy an cloqucnt
Hiftorian, but not very exact, or rather negligent
i Matters of Faét related by him. Now if we

farther confult the Value of Oxen by the Aserian
) B 3 ‘ _ Law,‘
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Law, made Anno Urbis 289, as exphined by Pomy.
Feftus, the Price of tenOxen was a hundred 4ffs;
which according to the former Account was about
65. 84. of our Money for an Ox, and a Senator’s E-
ftate according to the Valuation of Budeus and o-
. thers,at 333/ 6. 84. willwhendividedby6s. 84.
. (the Price of an Ox) fhew that a Senator, at the
making the Aserion Law, muft have been worth.
a thoufand Oxen, at leaft; which I compute on
this Manner, 333/ 6s. 84. divided by 6. 84
give 999/. when the odd 6s. 84. is added,
make a compleat Thoufand. = -
Bu r if on the contrary to this we teckon what
a Senator’s Eftate would amount to at the End of
the 2d Punick War, when if we multiply 100000
Pounds Copper by 12 Ounces, the Product will be |
1200000 Ouncess which divided by eight, which
was the Value of a Denarius before the End of the
2d Punick War, (when 16 half Ounces was equal to
their fuppofed Denarius,) equal to eight Pence of
our prefent Englith Moncy, the total Sum will arife
o yooo/. which is a t deal nearer the Cenfus
(which "till Augufus Ce/iar augmented it,) was never
,hi%hcr then 800000 Sefferces, which at two Pence
a Piece, amount to 6666 /. prefent Englith Money.
A MonNGsT thePlaces in Pliny which I cannot
fathom, the firft is to be * met with in his 14th
Book, Chap. the 4th, De vino Opiano; where he
thus ipeaks: Anno fuit omnium generum bomitas L.
Opimio Confule —— cum eaCali temperies fulfity guam
colturam vocamtur [olis operey nataliurbis DCXXXIIIL
’ ' e . D~

™ The Anthor having followed an Opinion he met with in
Monfieur Hardwin’s Notes upon Pliny, spon reading bis Letter
pow going to the Prefs, he has been forced to alter the Expre/-
Jbons in fomg Places, from the Foym it was fen in to Dr, Bateman.
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Duramque adbuc vina ducertis fere anis, jam in [pe~ - .

ciem vedatla mellis afperi: Etenim hec natura’vinis in
vetuflate ef} 5 mec potari per fe queunt, fi mon pervincat
aqua, ulque in amarstudinem carie indomita: Sed cete-
7is Vinis commendandis wimia aliqua miftura medica- .
wienta fumt s quo fit ut efus temporis efiimationem in
Singulas Amphoras centeni nummi flatuantur. Ex bis
tamen ufura multiplicata [emiffibus, que civilis ac mo-
dica effy in C. Cefaris Germanici filii principatu annis
CLX. fingulas uncias vini conflitiffe nobili exemplo do-
cuimus referentes vitam Pomporii Jecundi wvatisy ce-
namq; quam principi illi dedit. Tantum pecuniarums
detinent vini Apothece.
T m e Note that Monfieur Hsrdwin makes upon
this difficult, Paffage is this.- ‘
Si 3n Opimis confulatu licitatum Vinum putemus in
fingulas amphoras nummis five Seffertiis centenis (Gal.
monete libris decem) tamen ex his Amphoris fingulas
uncias Caio principe conflitiffe vidimus tot nummis five.
H.S. quot ufura centenum nummum illorum continet
per anmos CLX. multiplicata (emiffibusy que ufura ci+
vilis & modica off.  Ulfura [emiffis et cum de ceptenis
nummis femis in menfe redit — Galli dicunt fix pour
Cent. — ltaqy fi Amphora five vini oltogima libre O-
pimio confule cemtum mnummis veniit faciunt autem
LXXX libre uncias DCCCCLX, nummos 960 in-
ferunty atg; ita fingule wini uncie 960 nummis, five
H. §. confiitere que monete Gallice libre [unt nona~
ginta fex. 'Thus Monfieur Hardwin.
AccorpiNG to which Words, as I under-
ftand them; he feems to me to fay, thatanOunce.
of Wine coft 96 Pounds French Money, or eight
Pounds Englith, as I writ in the firft Draught of
this Letter to Dr. Bateman, and I thought it might
have been true, that there was{ome Defect in Pluy,
in not plainly cxprcﬁing what an Ounce of Wine.
4 , came
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came to; but upon further Confideration, I think
the Monfieur miftaken, and Pliy to be far other-
wifc interpreted. ' - -

N o w the plain Meaning of Pliny, I take to be
this. He firlt informs us; that in Opimius’s Con-
{fulthip, the Heat of the Summer had that Year
caufed the Wine to be Excellent, and tlinlat an Anm-

- phora, or Veflel of Wine, containing ei Pounds
ﬁt the Time of it’s Growth, might bcgbf)yught for
an hundred Sefterces, which in our modern Eng-
lith Money, come to about 16s. 84. and that in
one hundred and fixty Years, after the moderate
Ufe of Six per Cent. T the Intereft of thofe €. §e-
ferces would amount to 960 Sefferces; now there
being juft 960 Ounces in 8o Ronman Pounds, eve-
ry Ounce would amount - to one Sefferce, which
in our Money is barely two Pence, or an unexpref-
fible Fration more: And that with this Wine,
after 160 Years, the Poct Pomponins [ecundns, whofe
Life Pliny had written, entertained Casws Cefar Cs-
lignia about the Year of Rome 784.

WHaarT a vait Difference therefore is there, be-
tweenmy Reckoning and the Monfieur’s, he rates
the whole dmphora at 76801, Englith, which I
think {hould be 8/. only; he an Ounce at 87 1

at

t The Reader muft obferve, that what in the Latinis called ufura
{einisor femillis, and thought to be moderate Intereft, will not be
edfy to him, without he be acquainted, that the Fafbion of Rome
was to lez out Money by the Ka?mdar Months, at onein the Hundred
a Month, or 12 pes Cent, but Pliny computes as half this Price, and
therefort in 12 Months, that half Ufe would in the Year, if they were
H. S. [Sefterces]; (H. S. being the Noteor Mark for a Sefterce)
make but & pex Cent. which 6 H. S, multiplied by one Hundred and
Jixty Years, would come to 960 H. S. equal to the Number of ths Oxs-
ces contained in 80 Roman Pounds ; for every Roman Pound. containe
ing 12 Qunces, the Number of Years it was kept, multiplied by 6 H. S,
gach Year, in 360 Years exaltly equals 96Q Ownees, ~ ‘
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2t.'nd mwere than barely two Pencc; I leave it to
the Reader to determine whe comes neareft the
"Fruth, aftes he has confulted Budeas de 4o up-
upon the Point; Who, the” be has made the Cafe
more iatricat¢ than he needed, yet Pagf‘o:zd he
conckudes, wumcias vini ot ssumemis itiffe &
So that tho* 1 Mw% in writing to{)-r.'
Bateman, yet 1 find in my reading Badens I had
long fince thus noted in the Margent, Sisgule snie
Singulis H. S. confisterunt. -~ = . : '

2dly, Plimy in his xxxiii Book, Chap. the 3d,
gives us this Account of the Roman Money; g’-
- vius Rex primws fignavit as.. e rudi ufos Rome
Remins sradit.  Signavem ‘eff nosh pecwdum 3 unde (5
pecsmia appellata. . Maximus Confus CK millia Af-
um fuit o rege s, & ideo. bac primo claffis. - Argen-
tum fignatum oft- awmo urbis 48¢. Q. Fabio Cowfule
quingue annis awte’ primum bellum Punicum. Kt pla-
cwit Denarius pro decem libris evis, Quinarius pro quin-
guey [eféertinm pro Dupendio & [emifffe. Libree autem
pondus eris imminuinm bello Pumico primo, cum inspen-
fis refpublica non [ufficeres, comfEitutwmey wt affes fex-
tamtario pendere ferivewtur: Ba quingue partes fafle
Incriy diffolutwmy; «s alienum. - Nota eris fust ex al-
tera perve Famus Geminus, ex altera rofirum navis ; in
Triente vero F Quadrants Ravis. Quadrans antea tri-
uncis @ tribus unesss.  Poftea Amwibale nrgente, O, Fa-
bis maximo Dittators affes uwciales faitiy placwitque
Denarium XVY affibus permmori Quinarum ofionss,
Seftertium quatermiss ita re[pudlica dimidiam lucrata
eff. - T militari tamen Stipendio [femper demarius pro
decems affibus datus.  Nota avgents fuere bige atque qua-
driges (9 inde quadrigatiq; dili, mox lege Papyria
[eminnsiales affes fatti.  Livius Drufus in Tribanats,
plebis oftavam partem evis argento mifcuit. Qui nune’
wittoriatus appeliatury lege. Clodia percaffus ef 5 am

m .
ening
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ewim bic nummus ex Illyrico advetus meycis loca babe<
-batur. Ef autem fignatus VICTORIA, inde nomen.
- Tue Senfe of which in fhort is this, ¢ That
« till the Time of Servius Tullius the fixth King
« of the Romans, they ufed plain or rude Copper
¢ Moncy, and he firft coin’d it with Figures up-
© on it: And having alfo diftributed the Citizens
“ into fix Ranks, orOrders,. the higheft Rank, ora
€ Patrician Senator, was at leaft to be worth 110000
« % Pounds of Copper or Brafs; and the firft Silver.
« the Romans ever coined, was in the Year 48y
¢ from the Building of Rome: And at that Time
“ a Denarius or Denier [which is the French Name
& Tem, or a Denarius, ] of Silver was to go, or be
« exchanged, for ten Brafs A4fes, each weighing
“ ten Pounds. Not long after this, in the firft Car-
% thagenian or Punick x%’a.r, which lafted from the
“ Year of the City 488, to the Year §o2, the
“ Demarius that anfwercd ten Pound Afes, was
“ now to anfwer or pafs only for ten two QOunce
« Affes : But afterwards in the fecond Punick War,
¢ when Hannibal made War in fraly, the Romans
 coined their 4ffés into Ounce 4/fes, and appoint-
“ ed that fixteen fuch Afs thould pafs, or be ex-
¢ changed for one Denarius or Roman Penny, and
« the Quinarius for eight Affes, and the Seffertius
“ for four Affes, and {o ghe Republick gained half,
I have pafled by what Pleny tells us of their 77:-
emts and Quadrans, as not material to my Inquiry
but fhall take Naotice of feveral Diﬂicultiesq.l ob-
fave in the foregoing Narrative: As firft, that
' Pliny fays, the higheft Rank or Cenfus of a Citi~
zen, was to be one hundred and ten thoufand
Pounds of Brafs or Copper; whereas Livy, as I
have afore obferved, ftates the hi%xe{’c Cenfus but
at 100000- 4ffes 3 And 2dly, that Pliny makes but
. : onc
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one Change in the 1§ Years of the firft Pumick
" War from ten Pound 4ffes, or 120 'Ounces, an-
fwering a Denariusinthat War totwo Ounce 4ffes,
which feems to be a monftrous fall to be all made
at once; whereas in the fecond Punick War which
lafted but two Years longer than the firft, there
are three Changes ;- firft from two Ounces to ones
fecondly in the Number of the 4fes, from ten
Affés in a Demarius to fixteen Affes; and thirdly,
from Ounce Affes to half Ounce Ajfes. Further,
there feems to be a great mif-reckoning in Pliny,
when he tell us, that the Common Weglth gai
half when the A4ffes were changed from two

Affes to onc Ounce; which would have been true,
if there had not been alfo another Change in the
Number of A/fes that werc to anfwer the Denarii; -
for when the Ounces were two Ounce Affes, then
twenty Ounces anfwered to a Denser; but when
the fame Denier was to contain fixteen of the Ounce
Affes, there was only four gained in twenty, which
was a fifth Part, and not half, as Pliny here falfly
computes in his reckoning. :

I do net remember that I have met, in all my
Reading, with this obvious Remark, or any who
feem to anfwer it, fave the afore-mentioned Mon-
fieur Hardwin; and he in his Notes upon Pliny,
gives fuch an Explication of it, as if the Hiftorian
made no Miftakeat all; but the Defence he makes,
is beyond my Underftanding, and I think is fur-
ther obferved infome of the following Letters. '
+ I-need not take Notice of what Pliny further
informs us, “ That the Silver Coin that was at
« firlt called a Quinarius, becaufe it contained five
« Affes, when the Denarius contained ten, and
« afterwards eight 45, when the Denarius con-
& raingd fixteen, was in after Ages called 2 Vido-

. S
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% pigtus, from a Coin that came out of Ilyricum,
¢ rather as a Sort of Merchandize than as cur-
¢ rant Coin at Romes but at length, by the
€« Chdian Law, it was made .2 Sert of free De-
53 fom, b:;g coined at the Weight of 2 Qui-
% marius, with : the fmage of VICTORY upon
« it, from whenct the Name of Quinarius was
¢ changed into the Name of ZICTORIATUS.”

My further third Quere is, what is the mean-
ing of thefe Words in the Place afore-cited. 7
wmilitori tamen fipendio [emper Denarius pro decem af-
Jidus datwss that is,  In Soldiers pay a Denier was
% alway given for ten 4f6s". For the meaning may
be, that the Soldiers in their Pay received a De-
wiery or fixteen Affes inftead of ten; or ten Affes
inftead of a Demier: If the Firft, it was for the
Soldiers Benefif, as Interpreters take it; if the Se-
cond, for their Lofs. In which of thefe Senfes it
is to be underftood I cannot well determine; but
by a Matiny of the Pamnonian Soldiers in Tiberius’s
’lyime, complaining that they had but ten Afs a
Day, and defired a Dsnisr a Day; the Pretorian
Cohort, bcmi allowed two Densers; this Paffage
feems to be taken in the worfer Senfe, and that it
was to the Soldiers Lofs. I find it not clearly ex-
plained by others, 'but Mt. Hardwin feems to ex-
phin this Place, but I muft confefs ¥ do not well
underftand his meaning : And as for Budeus, heisfo

far from pretending to explain what Pliny defigned

by.it, (Libro quinto de Affe, p. 696.) that he dif-
miffes the Enquiry in thefe Words : Hoc igitar
LeBores viderint, ac Statuerint pro fuo quifque captw
aut arbitratu, quando id [ummam rei a wobis comperte
§F explicare Inbefattare non potefl, ut alibi diximus.

" SR, ¥ will trouble yoh'with o mére of thefe
o . - Que-

B Y
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Queries at once, but if you will gfomifc, as Tra-
ders do, that you will ufe me kin Cyanothchnne,
: {ou fhall be fure of more of my Cuftom: In the

nterim, begging your Pardon, and returning m
Thanks for all former Favours, I remain y

Dear Sir, . .

Sept. 11, 1714. your moft oblig ed
gﬁfﬁﬁg’n,“?ﬁ . and AffeBionate Servant .
the: County of - =~ - . - N
Durkam. - William Smith.

The Anfwer which the Dokor gave to my Sifier,
- wasy that the Queftions were too iﬂll for bim, and
Jeveral of his Acquaintance be bad Difeourfed with up~
on its "but at laft be bad met with Dr, Arbart]
who bad promifed to fend me an Anfwer to them: Buf
whether or no be made fuch an dnfwer; I know not 3
Z_f if e writ any, it mever came to my Hands to this
our. : ' B '

[ hear #hat Dr. Bateman died the [bmé Month that
this went 1o the Prefs,” and I believe could wot be
Uefs than 86 Xears-of Age.’) S

A LET-
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A
LETTER
To Mr. Ralph Thorcsby, the Authot of

the Ducatus Leodienfis.

March 26th, Anno 1711)

Worthy S1r,

Hope this Letter will find you in good
§ Health, which in this fickly Seafon
§ I thall be glad- to fee confirm’d un-
der your own Hand. The caufe of
my Writing to you at this Time, is
to beg a Favour of you; which be-
fore I mention, twill not be improper to acquaint
you with the Reafons of my asking it.

I Kave alwiys thought, (ever fince I had theleaft
infight into thefe Matters) that it was not only an
incredible, but an abfurd Opinion (tho® entertained
by moft of thofe that have writ De Re Nummarid)
tgat Silver when it was firft coin’d, by the Repub-
lick of Rome, bore the Proportion of Silver to gop-
per or Brafs, that 1 does to 840: And that aguin
within the Compafs of LX Years, it fhould be
gradually reduced by 4 or y Alterations, as low,
or it may be lower than as one to fixty; or in o-
ther Words, That the Denarius, that was once

valued at ten Affes librales, or 120 Ounces, con-
' - tinuing,




De Re Nummaria. 15

tinuing at the fame Weight, moft Authors give it,
of 7 or 8 Denarii to the Ounce, fhould fall to the
low Value of 8 Ounces only. I fay fuch a d#}u-o-
portionatc Value at firft; and fuch an equal Value
at laft, feems to me to be highly irreconcilable, if
not altogether impoffible. :
For if this had happened inthe Nonage of the
World, when Mines were newly difcover’d, and
the Worth of Metals unknown, the Wonder would
not be furprizing : But to fuppofe that fuch unac-
countable Changes fhould be made by a Wife and
Politick Common-wealth, after the (gity had ftood
485 Years, and after 700 Years had lapfed; after
Solomon had made Silver as Stones in Fersfalem s
and all the Wealth and Treafures of the Egf had
by Alexander the Great, and his Succeffors, been
transferred into Ewrope 3 and Colonies of thofe
Grecks a long ‘Time fettled in their Neighbour-
hood, both in ftaly and Sicily; for any to fuppofe
the Romans at that Time to be fo ignorant in Coi
or fo indigent in Silver, as not to know how to
cftimate either Copper or Silver; is what I admire
that it ever eame into the Mind of a confiderate
Man to believe, or of learned and judicious Men
afterwards to propagate and defend ; as that great -
Scholar, and eminent Critick, Fo. Fred. Gronovias
has endeavoured with much Pains to do, in his
four Books, dz Pecunié Vetere, firft printed in the
Ycar 1656, and afterwards re-publithed by his lear-
ned Son Facobus Gronovius, under the Title of his
Father’s Opus Triumphale, as he ftiles it, in his Epi~
ftle to the Reader, in 4to, at Leyden, A 1691,
and which I wasobliged to the Rt. Rev. Bithop of
London for the procuring it me, when he was then
one of Q, AN NE’s Plenipotentiarics at Usrecht 3
But my reading it_has not in the leatt made ﬁ:
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his Gonvert, tho’ hcundaukeswanfwa'dld!ofe
that have formerly cozmmnced the Opinion I am
aow of.
Pa.a  AND tho&:, as far asIcanGnd, have been
' only thefe four, to wit, Panceroiius, and Ni-
colaus Abramm, m fome ifcourfes of theirs, (as
Gronovins by g}mms them ) and Gagfendus
and Smus, whofe Difcourfes on that Subjett are
trunfinitted, into fome of thofe Volumes of the
Roman Antiquities, colletted and publithed by -the
' ludernm, Gaflendus does but intimate his O-
pinion, as it Were e% paffant, but Savosus has dila-
ed upon it fully, and at Jarge. ;
I concurrence with thele Authors I thall en-
deavour to defend this New Opinion as well as |
canj and take for my Ground-work that very Paf- |
fage of Phny, from whence others have drawn the
contrary Conclufiony that the Roman Dewuariss
was but ofthechghtofaDmobm or little morc
from firft to laft.’

Tue Paffage we all refer to, and which is the
fullet, if not the only Place can give any Materi-
. al Evidence in this Matter, is found in Pliny’s 33d
Book, and 3d Chap. of his Nataml Hi‘ﬁmy, in thefe
Words followmg

Arg entum [ignatune eff A‘mto Urbu DLXXXV
(thro miftake for 48y) Q, Fabio Comfule, uinque
annis ante primum bellum Puniowm. E: placwit Dena-
rius pmo decem libris evis, Quinarius pro quinque; Se-
ﬁermm pro dupondio T3 femiffe. Libre autem pondss |
avis imminutum bello Punico primo, cum impenfis Ref-
pwblica non fufficeret 5 confiitutumque us affts fextants- |

a0 pondere fevivemtur. Ita qamque partes faéte lucri,
lsﬁlm‘m; as alienum, a litgle after he gocs |

on
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m and fays,—Pofita Annibale urgente, Q. Fabiomaxi-
w Dittatorey affes unciales faéliy placuitqy Denarium
XVI affibns permutari, Quinarium oltonis, [efertium
saternss. [ta Refpublica dimidium lucrata eff.
Mox lege Papyria [emunciales affes falti. Aureus
wmmus poft annum LXII percuffus eft quam argenteus :
lta ut ferupulum wvaleret fefertiss vicenis; quod efficit
 libras, ratione [efiertiorum qui tunc erant feffertios
DCCCC: Pofp hec placuit XL.. M. fignari ex
\aurs librisy pasulatimq; principes tmminuere pondus 3 mi-
wsfimus vero ad XLV. M.

[Here M: is fuppofed to be miftaken, either for
'X Denarius, or N Nummus.')

IN tranfcribing: thefe Paffages, I now firft ob-
frv’dy what I never took Notice of before, That
Piiny ufes (if the Print be right) Seffertium as a
Neuter in the fingular Number, and Seffertii as a
Mafculine in the Plural; contrary to the Rules
\given by Budeus and others, who make it a Maf-
aline in the fi Number, and Neuter in the
5 . Plural; when they write bina, trina, quaterna,

"3 Seftertin, and fo onto Nongenta, fignified 2000,
12004 ’till they came to the laft 9ooooo ; and then
% 1000000 tf)x,cy returned to the Mafculine again,
tiling the fame decies, or if 2000000 wicies, and fo
iorth to millies, bis millies; but this by the by:
To proceed therefore in my former Difcourfe. .

W E find here Pliny giving an Account of four
Changes * in.the Weight of Brafs Moriey, as op-
pofed to the Silver Denarii; in which he gives us

not

* Tho' there [cem to me to have been many more, as will be .
-nd following in the Letters,

e e P~
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not the leaft hint of what Weight the Denarigs it
felf was; but leaving us to compute, by the grea-
ter or lefler Weight of Copper it was exchanged
for, what Alterations were made in it’s own Weight
alfo; which being at laft brought to feven in the
Ounce, it’s ﬁr&mé inage muft be at about fifteen
Times that Weight or Value.

A ND to render this fomewhat more intelligible,
and follow my Author’s Foot-fteps; I fhall firt
confider what Proportion eight Ounces of Copper
(to which the Denarius was reduced at laft) bean {.
to ten Pound 4fés, or which is the fame Thing
120 Ounces; for which, as Pliny tells us, ¢ Tkhe |.

"% Denariiy at their firft Coining were commuted §
€ or exchanged. '

When the ten Pound Affes or 120 Y 2 5. 4. |
Ounces of Copper anfwer’d to a De- I
nariusy they muit cach weigh two Oun- f 00 10 0
?
[
J

ces of our Englith Money, wiz.about

2dly,. When half Pound Affes, for
which we have only your * Stips un-
cialis Authority, the Denarius would be
about an Ounce, or of our Money —

cgdly, When the Afes were redu- ‘L
c .
oo o1 o8

00 o§ 00

to two Ounces each, the Denarius
would be the 3d Part of an Ounce
Silver, or '

4thly,

* See the Dicat’ Leodienfis Page 280. Number the gt;.
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4thly;, When there was-a Change )~
made, yt’xot only in the Weight, but
Number of the 4fes; the Number be-

ight fallen from two Ounces to 20 ©! %4
one, the Denarius would be but one |
of our Pence, abowe the fourth Part
of an Ounce, and be valued at” ———

sthly, Whenthe Papyrian Law fet-
tled the Afés at half an Ounce weight, | -
and fuppofing feven of ‘them in an
Ounce of Silver, they would ftill re-
tin the Value of eight Pence in our | -
Money, with fome {mall Fraction o- ?oo co o8
ver; But for many Reafons I endea- '
vour to avoid Fratioms, they amoun-
ting to no more, than to about the
t12th Part in aPound Roman, and to
the like Proportion in the Denarius alfo.’ ]

I am not fo foolith as to imagine,. that thefe
were the precife Proportions that the Romans kept
“to, in the Changes of their Money; for it might
happen, that they might find occafion to raife at
one Time their Brafs half,- when they raifed their
Silver but a third Part, or wice verfd the Silver
might be raifed more, and the Brafs lefs; for of
this we can make no certain Aftimate, except
fome of the older Denarii were now extant; but
undoubtedly there was like Change in the one as
well as the other; asI hope will fufficiently appear
before I difmifs this Point. . =~ =~ . -

” Frowm what Pliny tells, we may obferve,

"* that Copper or Brafs was raifed to that height,
{were it done at once or twice) that the Common- -
wealth gained five Parts in fix, (which is the very

C 2 fame
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fame with gaining firft one half, and afterwards two
3ds of the other half) in this therefore he has com-

uted right: However; this Fall from: fix to one
cem’d fo prodigious to .Al#iate, and others, that by
-the Wo j!dig Jfextariiy . or of two Ounces, they
would have interpreted it, that 2 Ounces were
defaulked from the Pound Affes,- and ten, Ounces
left ftill remaining; but this Fancy of latter Years
has been reje€ted by all Tearned Men of all Opini-
ons; But in Pliny’s fecond. Remark eitherhe, orthe
Author he. tranfcribed from, is highly miftaken ;. for
if you compute aright, there was only the Gainof 3
ftKPa.rt, and not.of the half, as I have above. obfer-
ved, for all.the 4/fés put together will amount to 16
Ounces, when under. the former, ther¢ were no
more left than 20 Ounces. I never yet met with
any Author that has obferved this Miftake, which
yet is fo obvious, that T. cannot but admire how
they overlook’d it. Thus much concerning Pliny
himfelf, who' writing out of other Authors, (whofe
Names he gjves us in a very large Cataloguein the
* Front of his Bpok) is ‘ds often miftaken as they
themfelves were; and: thislaft might be rather ano-
ther Man’s Fault’ than his own; for he was un-
doubtedly a faithful Tranfcriber, and tho’ hereto-
fore took for a great Lyer; yet the many late Dif-
coveries in the Eaff, has now vindicated him from
that Imputation. ' . -

I proceed therefore in the next Place to mention'
or take Notice of an Expreffion he ufed in his
Account of Gold Coin, but it relates to Silver
alfo, whofe Words are thefe. —————— fureus
nummus poft annum LXII percuffus eft quam argenteus;
$ta yt [erupulum waleres Seflertiis vicenis s quod efficit
in libras, ratione Seffertiorum qui tunc erant Sefiertios

DCCCC. If this bethe true Reading (which nh:)f’c
' ‘ ' - have
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have thought falfe and unreftorable; but Szvorus

affirms right and genuine) the Sefferces muft be
vaftly bigger than t g are now thought, and there-
fore muft be coined when there was half Pound
Affes at leaft, otherwife 9oo would never amount
to the loweft Reckoning of Gold, when but ten
times the worth of Silver; but be this as it will,
and the Number miftaken; yet it follows unavoid-
ably, that there was a Mutation or Change in the
‘Sefterces ; and becaufe there were always four Seffer-
ces, neither more nor lefs in the Denarius; that
Change muft be ecither for the greater or the lefs;
and becaufe no Man pretends they were ever lefs,-
it may be fuppofed they were fometimes greater;
which unavoidably overthrows their Opinion; who
think the Denariz always at a ftand, and (as Bz-
deus and Gromovius would have it) neither more or

lefs than eight in the Ounce only.
Pa AND now from this Paﬂ‘:{x.ge of Pliny, 1{hall
"% beg the Freedom tomake fome farther Obfer-
vations upon thofe truly valuable Monuments of An-
tiquity, which your tTrca.ﬁerof Coins furnith
us with, and fome of thofe Remar Jou have made
upon them; for tho’ you are plealed to fay you
have only awrit Hints for young Beginnerss yet they
are {uch as contain in them the Quinteflence of
what other Authors have delivered on this Subject;
only there is a Paffage or two, in which I cannot
altogether come to a Concord with you. And the firft
relates to N. §. Page 280. where I cannot but ap-
grovc your Colleétion from the Stips uncialis, which
y the Point, or Period under it, fhould be the
12th Part of a fingle 4[5 at that Time it was coin’d,
otherwife had it had the Figure 1. I fhould have
took it for one of the Papyrian Affes; but from the
former Suppofition it evidently follows, that thcxi-ct:

C mu
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muft have been a fall betweern the Afes Librales,
and the Affes Sextantarii, But 1 cannoot affent to
your other Infference, that then it was coined be-
fore the firft Punick War, but rather under it,

when the firft Mutation was made, - let it be from

‘the half Pound Afes, or the whole Pound; and
therefore it could not be fa early as that War was,

nor older than the Year of the City 490. I have

‘not, that I remember, read the Name you give it

|
|

of Stips Uncialis, thq’ I do not doubt but you have |

good Authority for your doing fo. Under the

next N. 6, you have fallen into the like, though
not the fame Miftake with Pliny; for fuppofing
the Dexariusy as you and others do, to have been

|
|

the fame it was before, here was no Room for that

rife of the Denier; but rather a fpla.in Account of

it’s fall; for tho’ the Number of 4ffes was raifed,
yet the Weight of them was deminifhed, and the
former Denarins changeable for twenty Ounces,
was now brought to equal fixteen Ounces only.
Hence I go on to your 7 and 8 Numbers,
which are both of them very remarkable, and for
whofe Sake I chiefly write this Letter to you:
The Quinarius, by it's Weight, fufficiently proves
it felf to be coined after the pafling of the Papyri-
an Law; iv’s Figure V, and Infcription ROAM 4,
thews it to be 2 Roman Coin. And here to tell
you my own Miftake, (for Miftakes I am very Li-
_ able to) I did not at firft Prize it, as I did after-
wards ; for you defcribing it’s Weight by the Penny
Weight, and the feven Grains over: chomputcd
them only at 27 Grains together; miftaking the
Number of the Penny Wcights in an Ounce, for
the Number of Grains in a Penny Weight ; which

after 1 had adverted to, I found it muft weigh

coxpplezxgly 31 Grins; which is within the 4th of
e 3

l
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a2 Grain all that an Ounce Roman can poffibly aj-
lows 438 Grains, of which that Ounce confifts,
being divided by 7, gives to each Denarius 62 %.
a6, T his Quinarius fully proves that the Roman
_""” Ounce was not divided into 8 but 7 Parts; for
if the Ounce had been divided into eight Parts, the
Denarius would have contained no more than y4.and
% of a Gnin; and the Quinarius by that Means
muft have fallen to 27 Grain8, and little more than
the 4th Part of Grain over. I remark another
Thing alfo in this Quinarius, in anfwer to an Eva-
fion of Gromovius, when he is prefled with any De-
#arius weighing more than tgxe 8th Part of an
Ounce ; he then denies it to have been an ordinary
Coin, but a Medal formed or made on an extraor-
dinary Occafion; which cannot be applyed to this
Quinarius; for few, upon any emincnt Occafion,
would defign to continue the Memory of it in fo
{mall a Piece, both for Size and Value: Or 2dly,
If any fhould have ftruck Medals of fo fmall 3
Bulk, yet they would have took Care to have had
them regularly ftamp’d, which this is not on the
Reverfe 5 an! had their Name, or fome other
Mark, to denote the Perfon by, or for whom it
was coined and made.
To the next N. 8. you give the Title of a dox-
ble Denarius: This Name does not occur in any
Author that I have ever read, but there may have
been fuch for ought I know; but in conformity
to my Opinion, that believe that the Denarii chang-
ed as the Affes did, I theuld rather ftile it a Dens-
rius, anfwerable to the Change made when 9, Fz-
brius Maximus was Ditator, and the 4jfés were 16
. Ounces, and not 16 half Ounces, under the laft
Mutation: This would make it a choice Coin, if
it be anfwerable in it’s Weight; which fhould,
Cas were
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were it perfet, be 12y Grains. But you have ex-
prefled it's Weight {o dubioufly, that'I cannet
exaltly ftate it’s’ Weight; the 4 Penny Weight
brings it to 96 Grains,- and whether thq Overplus
will fupply the Reft, I know not; but if they fall
much fhort of that Numbeér, ‘it cannot be of that
Sort formed under Servius Tulliusy  for thofe would
amount to about 126 Grains, ‘or rather better:
128 as I have caft it'up, but not exadtly; fo that
the Weights being fo near, if it anfwer the ong
it may anfwer the other alfo; and thé’ it fall thon
of either, it may be owing to the Ruft, or to the
Detriment in cleanfing it.” But I cannot here pafs
by a finall Overfight of yours out of Socipater Cla-
rifius from Parro, for leaving it with an &c. Qus-
tuor [crupulis majorem, &c. In your Text, the Quo-
tation fignifies, or proves no more, than that there
were Silvet Coins of 4 Scruples Weight: And
therefore I was forced to feek the Quotation elfe-
where, to prove it 7 Scruples; when yet after-
ward 1 found your Margent made out what was
wanting in the Text, ‘which exprefly fays ‘thus,
Quatuor [crupulis major fuit. quam nunc eff. ' 1 Hope
you will as readily forgive me thefe Stri¢tures, as
I can pardon you the Efcapes that occafion'd
them : Neither fhould I have mentioned them
now, but as a Means to prevent the like hereafter,
and that your Book now in Hand, may come out
- as correct as poflible, which I defire to know how
far you have proceeded in, and in what Volumn
you intend to print it, unhd when we may have
hope to fee it publifhed. -

BeinG come thus far, you may poflibly ask
what made Budeus, and the many Authors that
has followed him thercin, firft ftrive to confirm
their own- Opiniog of 8 Densrii to the Ounce é
2 ) . 0 . an

Pa. 7.
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and then to rejet the Arguments offered to g})v_e
the Denarii were fometimes far biigcr, and fell in
Proportion as the Afes did. ‘I have here mixed
two Queftions together, which had been better
feparated, had I had Time and Room in this Pa-
per to have treated of them ﬁnglgv. h ‘ '
A np firft, I conceive that the main Defign in
leffening the Denarii in Weight, was to increafe
and enlarge their Number; that as there were one
Hundred- Drachme in the Mina, fo there might be
an hundred, or near it of Denmsers in the Roman
Pounid ; and to complete their' Defign, when they
could ftretch the Demarii no further than 96, they
'were forced to fuperadd 4 Denarii, or half an Ounce
aore, to compleat the full Number of one hundred
but this Attempt of theirs did really prove unfuc-
cefsful, and inftead of making the Denaris, or Dra-
chme, to anfwer each other (as the Greek Hiftori-
ans efteemed them, and therefore tranflate fo many
Denarii by fo many Draéhms) they became' more
diverfe, and at a greater Diftance; for the Atick
Drachme were a_ Coin that carried the Weight of
66 Grains, as Mr. Greaves and Bithop Cumberland
have ftated them, (See Comb. Weights and Meafures,
Page 112.) thefe multiplied by 100, which were
in- the Mina, make 6600; whereas the Roman
Pound of 256 Grains fell thort of it, even when
the half Ounce was added, to make it in all
€4.7§, by no lefs than 1125 Grains, which divided
y 8 Grains to the Penny, gives us a Difference of
125. (odd Pence) Engliih 3 whereas all this might
have been, and was better provided for, by equal-
ling 100 of the Confular Pence of 7 to the Ounce,
to the 100 Drachme, the Difference would not be
{o great, and that fell on the Roman Side, who
gained about an 18th Part in the Exchange;d th;
L ttic
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Astick Coin, a3 all pther Coins do, lofing fomes
thing of their Rate in 3 Foreign Country; where-
as the Roman Cains, after their great Conquefts a~
broad, were no where Foreigners, thro’ the extent
of ';‘hclr whl?ilehEmpire, his Conceit of ok
HAT which countengnced ceit of eight
Denarii to the Ounce, was thofe ingenious Vee‘?ﬁs
}forltakcoreﬂ:eem them as fuch, being writ on
o difficult a Subjeft,) which go under the Name
of Rbemnius Fannius, and was miftaken for Famnius
Palemon, who lived long before him; this latter
Poct living after the Emperors became Chriftians 3
in Confiantine the Great’s Time, before whom, or
~ under him, the Roman Demarii were changed, and a
different Way of Account by Solidi, Milliarenfes, and
Folles introduced s and what is faid againft Rbemni-
- s Fannius’s Authority, -holds more forcibly againft
pa. 3. Prefeian’s, who lived under the Emperor Fu-
"™ fiirsan, when the Name of Denaris and Seffer-
¢es were almoft loft to the World; fo that Grono-
wvigs gives up this Author, as being either a fpuri-
ous Piece, or Prifzian himfelf much miftaken in his
Valuations: But on the other Side Celfus, and Scri-
bonius Largus, both eminent l:)lgﬁcians, and Pliny
after them fays, there were feven Denarsi in
the Ounce, and 84 only in the Pounds. .

T uEe Objettions they make, and the Reafons
alledged by Grempvius for abiding in the old Opi-
“nion, are 1n fhort fuch as thefe that follow. - 14t
That the Denarius would be of 2 monftrous Bulk.
2dly, That there remains no mention of greater De-
narsi than thofe equall’'d to a Drackme. 3dly, That
no fuch Coins can now be met with; with
fome others which I fhall not mention, becaufe al-
ready refuted by what has been faid above.

ANQ
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. AxD in Anfwer tothefe little better than frivo-
Jous Allegations we may fay, that the Ponderofity
of .the. rii ought not to be called monftrous,
when the Affes ave acknowledged to have been fix
times their Weight, when fupgofed the largeft, or
atherwife that two Ounces ot Silver were equal to
ten Pounds, or 120 Ounces of Brafs. 2dly, That
there was no mention, of any different from cight
in an Ounce, is refuted by the forementioned Quo-
tations from Parro and Pliny, ¢, and 3dly, T
there are none fuch remaining might be occafion~
ed by the Romans new Minti eir Money upon
every fuch leflening of it : And yet if wcﬁz{
iivc Credit to Savotus, who furely durft not falfi-

e when he quotes the Noblemen in Frasce who
have them, and where he weighed them, and fays
¢ there are feveral Quinarsi mark’d with the Letter
« . and with RQ M infcribed upon them, that
 are fo heavy, that five only would make an
€ Ounce, 60 the Pound:”" Not to mention
:ﬁa.m' what is afore obferved, concerning your own

mirable Pieces, the Quinarius, and double Denar
riusy as you ftile it. :

I havea long time intermitted my Study of thefe
Matters, and not now for fome Hours return-
ed to it; butthat I expefted abouta Fortnightago
to have feen my elder Nephew from Rawdes; but
fome Accidents intervened that hindred his intend-
ed Journey into thefc Parts for fome Days; and
having upon {this Occafion viewed fome Abftracts
.out of Sevotusy I found I had writ them fo badl
and haftily, that I could fcarce read them my felf,
and much lefs could promife or hope, that any
would perfe& my. Collections, or methodize them -
hereafter; and therefore I purpofe to cm(ploy one
of my Nephews to do it, whilit GOD parcsLxgn

s
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Life to fupervife the Undertaking, and to perfe&
thatDefign.- - : ) '

And I beg the Favour of you, when you can
fpare Time, to fend me the precife Weight of your

8th Number, and likewife as many of the !

P49 Greek Staters and Drachme, and the Family,
or Confular Denarii, and alfo the Aureus and Dena-
wius of Tiberius N. 98, 99. if they hold out their full
“Weight. Asto the later Gold Coins after Conflantin:
‘the Great, I am not {o curious to enquire after them,
-Mr. Greaves having colle¢ted a great many of them
to my Hand, and given us the beft he could mect
with in ftaly, and their feveral Weights in Grains;
‘And as to their Solidi Aurei, as they were ufuall
ftiled, and fix’d by Conflantine to 72 in the Poum{
~of all that he could meet with from his Rei
‘down to the Emperor Heraclius’s 'Time inclufively,
(that is for 300 Years and upwards) there is not
'an{r gfave ‘one) that either exceeds 70 Grains, or
falls lower than 68 ; this Exaétnefs proceeding, as
I fupgofc, from thefe Solidi being the St‘.and:'ﬁ by
which all Payments, both in Silver and Brafs were
to be regulated and valued.

I intended, when I begun this Letter, to have
added fome Thing more concerning the Silver
Milliarenfes and Brafs Folles, that came in the
Room of the former Demarii and Affes Romani;
for which I am wholly obliged to the accurate
Defcription and Difcoveries of the learned Gromovi-
us, who has correted all his' Predeceflors Miftakes
about them; as alfo their Computations in many
other Matters: So that, except where his beloved
Helena, of eight Denarii in the Ounce, does not
miflead him, he is a moft exat and diligent Com-
putant. But I conceive I have fufficiently cloyed
your Stomack alrcady, and in both Senfes the Prol;

: ver




De Re Nummaria. 20

verb may be extended, to think it Time to
out, MaZm @ tabuld: And therefore fthall mncl&drz
all, 'with my beft Withes: for your Health and
Profperity, and alfo.a perfect Affurance that I fhall

ever remain, - _
- Dear Stry

Mezif:;bz’? March  your moft affe@ionate Friend

1t would be tirefome to me (mow . and humble Servant - -
turn’d of 70) with a wearied o o
gknd, ?b:d}l:?": dqut'Pzn,t to B [ Ly
ranfcri us tedtous Letter,
and tji;erej'orc you will excufe Wllll‘m Smltb‘
the many Blundersin it. U .
POSTSCRIPT
PURPOSING ‘to confine my Letter to a
Sheet (tho’ you fee I have exceeded it) and
end it with the old Ecclefiaftical Year: I find up-
on a Review, that I have omitted feveral Things °
that'might have illuftrated fome of my Arguments,
and fortified others: Of the firft Sort is one, that -
relates to what I have faid, Page the Firft, where
I might have obferved fome Paffages that are in-
confiftent with the fuppofed Ignorance or Poverty
of the Roman State, when their Silver Money
was coined ; for long before their OPulencgcz:S-‘
pears, by the rating the Cenfus of the higheft Sena-
tors, in Servius Tullius his Time, at 100000/ Affes
as Livy, or 110000 as Dionifius Halicarnafs, and
Pa. 1o, Fliny ftates their Number, which we never -
. ' find wasalter'd in after Times, ’till the Em-
peror Augufius advanced it a third Part higher. And
that Awno Urbis 365, when their City was burnt,

they-
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they that remained in the Capital were able to
n.iz a thoufand Pounds of Gold to remiove the
Siege of the Gauls from it, and this without touch-
ing a Dram of their Gold confecrated to their
Gods, as Livy Notes in his yth Book, 48 and fol-
lowing Chapters. Tho’ Gold* was a Mettal they
did not defire to Multiply {o much as their Silver;
and therefore would not fuffer it in their L
to be; reckon’d to them above ten for one; when
it was computed as twelve and thirteen to one in
other Places. As alfo I might have took Notice,
that feventy nine Years before that Coinage, they
were not only got ac%u:;n:ed with the Carthagini-
a#wsy - thofe great Merchants and Money Changers,
but in League with them alfo; from whom the
Romans might have learn’d the Worth of Brafs,
had they never {5 much abeunded with it, by their
Exchange and Traffick with them, Livy, Lib. 5.
Chap. 27. Befides their Neighbours nearer Home
-would have drain’d away all their Brafs for Silver,
bad Silver and Bras bore that great Difproportion
which fome Mens extravagant Fancy has attribu-
_ted to them. . : :
- Burl h§ve ma%cep{;m:nxlnozr n;lmegﬁmom
in the 8th; w and partl
ﬁ)tPlaagci of Rtohc’:m, I hg:rc' vZav’cd a commonf bu{
moft cogent A nt againft the light and trivial
Weight affigried to the old Dewaris: For admit~
ting them to be but of about 2 Dram Weight,
this unanfwerable Abfurdity- would follow, * that
their lefler Silver Coins would be too fmall to pafs
from Hand to Hand, without an unimaginable
Care and Trouble, which will appear by this thort
Scheme following: The Denarius, according to
their own Valuation, fell thort of eight Pence of
qur Money ;  the 4th Part of ‘it, a Sefferce, could
' : there-

-
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therefore fcatce reach two Pences; the Libella, or
1oth Pa;:f 31 D;nrlz;m, would but be three Fare
Lhm%' 1th of a Farthing, was therefore under
our Penny; the Singwla, or 20th Part of a Denge
rius, under a Half-penny; the Ferumsius, the 4oth
Part of a Denarius, fhort of our Farthing,

Or to put the Argument in Grains, 1t will run
thus; Suppofing the Denarius to have weighed 66
Grains, which 18 as much as a2 Zroy Ounce of" 480
Grains, by which moft Authors have gone to make
their eight Denarii, out’of an Ounce, as large as
they could: Then ftating the Demarius at 60 Grains,
the Seffercius at 15 Grains, the Libella 6 Grains, the
Singula 3 Grains, the Teruntius 13, which brings this
Coin almoft to beaten Silver : And therefore tho® Var-
ro {peaks of thefe fmall Pieces, and calls them Silver
Coins; yetthey were gone out of ufe in his Time,
when (by the many fuppofed Changes) the Denars
were brought aslow as to have the Ounce coined.into
fevenof them. Poffibly upon rwi.ingvthis Paflage,
which will bring a Sefferce to the Weight of 1
Grains only, you will Wonder how I can, as1 thi
I have done formerly, at leaft I do fo now, affign
cight Pence for the Value of a Roman Denarius,
and two Pence in our Coin to the Sefferce: My
Reafqn is this, that I have been told, and
always believed, thata Zrey Pound of Silver
was coined into 62 Shillings, and confequently an
Ounce into 62 Pence ; and then you muft either
Augment the Number of Grains in that Ounce to
496 Grains, or it will not allow 8 Grains to each
Englith Penny; or if you will keep t0- 380 Grains
only, that Number divided by 62, will not give 8
Grains to each,.but 7 %, or £ only: But I éo not -
by the 774y Ounce, but the Roman of 438 Grains,
which divided by 7, gives compleatly 6z %, which

: gives

Pa. 11,
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gives to each Penny 7 Grains § 4; which is afr in
confiderable Difference, and to a void Frattions
not worth taking Notice of :. Befides that, when
I framhed the Notion, long ago, of a. Denarius be-
inﬁ. worth eight Pence of our Money, and fome
what better, I built upon fome comparative Eft-
mates. I made between the Zroy Ounce and the
Roman; and then taking a 7oy Ounce to give 62
Pences the Roman ‘would give §6 Pence and :
Half; and fomewhat better; and then if you divid
56 Pence by feven,* you will have a Quotient of
eight Pence exattly. I hever obferved the Mif-ca:
culation of 8 Grains to the Englih Penny, tilll
came to the 1oth Page of this Letter, and hav
not now Time to confider whether it be worth
while to reftifie my Miftake or no.

TueRE is ftill one Thing more left; and tht
makes the main Objetion with Gromvids, vz
¢ That if the Opinion I contend for fhould take s
¢ Place, not only 2ll the Greek Tranflators of Ro-
¢ man Affairs, but many of the Latin Authos
¢ themfelves, and the greateft Part of  the Refto-
¢ rers of Learning in Euyope, have been grofly
¢ Miftzken”. InAnfwer to which; I fhall reply,
as the famous Chillingworth (my Wife’s great Un
;:\lc by the l}'lbthcr’s Side) does to one o bius own

irguments for turning Romanift, at his being 1t
cox%ctﬁlcld back again to the Englip Church: Hi
Argument for Popery was, “ That the Proteftants
€ mifreprefented the Papifts.” His only Anfwer
to this, was a Verfe borrowed from the Poet A~
vace, (Lib. Ep. 1. Ep. 2. v. 16.) Illiacos it
muros peccatur £ extra. With which I oncemor

ave this Eaffer Munday.

6th, 1722,
y 17%%, - [ b
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1 bave left this Letter open for my Nepbew to read,
and ordered bimy if be can with Convenience, deliver it
bimfelf 5 otherwife to Seal st up, under a Covery and
fend it to you by a fure Conveyance. Having no per-
fett Copy of this my _f}’f, 1 bave defired bim to tran-.
[cribe 1t fair overy and mark the Pages as be goes a-
long in bis Tranfeript, that if you make any Obférva-
tions upon ity I may better know to what Paffages they
relate > And when be bas done fo, to give you the
Choice of the bluyred Originaly or fairer Copy, which
you like befts and bring me the other back when be
cores hithery which I bope will be very fhortly.
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From Mr. Ralph Thoresby, Author o
the Book fliled Ducatus Leodienfis,

Dated the sth of Aprily 1722,

Reverend S1r
DU have obliged me exceeding
ly by your Learned and very Ir
1Zrué1vc Letter, which confifl
of eleven clofe writ Pages, an
foundmeina Hurry, yet 1hay
‘read it over and over again, i
order to have given you mor
_ 1 Satisfaltion than [ fear I thallb
able; -as to your Queries about the Roman Coins.
Anp firlt I confulted Pliny for various Leci
ons, having an ancient Edition, 4w 1511, min
has the fame- Miftake with yours, Quingentefim
oitogefimo quinto for 48y ;. the next Page has th
Afpiration Han. for Annibale and the Numbers i
W ords at length Seffercios Nongentos for your DCCC(
I cannot but admire your Judgment and Dexte
rity in Computation, and the good Ufe you hav
made of fome rare Treatifes, De Re Nummari
.that I have not had the Opportunity fo much 1
* to fee; particularly that which the Bifhop of Lon
don bought for you in Holland; and carneftly de
fir
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fire you to proceed, perfet, and publith your ju-
dicio}t’ls Rcmlz)xrks. I lw?tri{h I was cgpablc o};' Afiit-
ing yous; But notwithﬁandin%) our Compliment,
my Inclination, rather than Abilities, may %e con-
iegtured by the enclofed Specimen of the Weights
>f the Roman Confular Denarii ; tho’ I have

zice even to half'a Grain, inevery Piece that would
sear it.

I have enclofed not only the Weights of the Sil-
rer and Gold you defired, but have added four-
lcore, which is m{ whole Stock before the Impe-
till: And cannot but obferve, that the faireft and
moft come neareft that No. 74. infcribed
ARG. PUB. (for Argentum Publicum) viz. twa
Penny Weight, ten Grains. Thofe which fall moft
thort are fuch as have laid many Centuries in a cor-
roding Earth, as thofe found in the Skirts of the
Moors, betwixt Yorkfbire and Lancafbire. Only it
will be neceflary to acquaint you, that one (viz.
No. 21.) appears by the fnall Size, as will as Weight,
tobeof a different Sort, I take it (tho’ it wantsthe
7)) tobe a Quinarius of later Age than the preceeding.

As to what is called a dowble Denarius, 1 had
the Sentiments of fome Grandees, when'at London,
who y run the Way that almoft all Authors
have done, s you have obferved : But I acquicfce
in your judicious Opinion, that it is a fingle Denari-
# of the more early Ages, tho’ it fall fhort of the
Weight of the v ﬁrﬁ I had the Term of Stips
uncialisfrom the no lefs courteous, than truly Noble,
Earl of Pembroke 5 but own that I have mifapplicd
it to No. §. becaufe it weighs but halfan Ounce ; the
Semifis d{at follows in No. 6. is a inoft valuable
on¢, as appears by the learned Mr. Gal's reading
of ity which you will find p. 335 of the faid Da-

catus,
Dz Tke
ol .
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The Confular Denaru in the: Ducatlw
Leodienfis.

Page
282 -

283

: 284
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Grains.

53
51
58
53
51
51
50
50
36
48
53
54
26
§x
42
46
54
44
53
56
52
32
52
56

o

]

(0]

57

53
60
52
57
48
40
§o
53

v

"i'- wlw

Page N°  Grains.
50 51 %

51 54
52 48
53 27
54 10
55 46
56 58 ¢
57 40
58 50-
59 49
6o 33
61 56
a 62 50
285 - 63 39
.64 58 1%
65 42 %
66 53 & |
67 57 ‘
68. 49 j
69 58 |
70 .47
7t 58
72 49 |
73 38 ‘
.74 38 |
75 54 |
76 49 £
77 45 %
78 43
: - 79 s: L ‘
598 So. ‘

287 An Aureus of T;berm:.
- .98 116 [ri
: 99 45 sz

296 A'.n Aurm: of Trajan. ‘

271 108

" 'Two Denarii of His. |
272 45 7 !
873 47 F_

Hsw,
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HerE is freh Work for your excellent com-
prizing Talent; I do again repeat my Requeft,
that you would comglcat your judicious Obferva-
tions, get your Nephew to tranfcribe them, and
fend them to ‘the Prefs for the Inftruction of the
prefent and Future Ages. :

My Manufcript that you are fo kind as to en-
uire after, was once defigned to be publithed with
the Title of VICARI4 LEODIENSIS:
Or, a % % K kK K ¥ X X% X % % Bur (if ever)
’twill poflibly be in O&avo-with that of a Specimen
of the Scriptores Ebaracenfes s ox, Memaoirs of /gcb lear-
ned Authors angd Dignitayies, as bave been Ficars of
that Church; containing alfo the Lives of feveral
Archbithops, Bifhops, and fuch eminent Perfons
as have beerr Benefadtors: thereto :. To this will be
added Archbithop Zhorefby’s famous Manufcript,
(recommended in Bithap Godwin ). from the Origi-
nal in the Regifter-Office ax 2ork,, and a brief Glof-
fary of the Obfolete Wards therein: Andan Account
of the New Church: that is to be begun this Year,
by the Encouragement of the Lwd*y Betty Haftings,
and the voluntary Subferiptions of feveral Gentle-
men, and Inhabitants,. and is already endowed with
120/, per _Annum, by Parfon Robinfon: But I forget
my felf, and am wgious-; and an aged Gentleman,
(Rettor of High Hoyland) calls me off, and has
brought me an " acceptable Prefent of a.TTranfcript
of Domefday Book, as far as relates to libert de Lacy's

ftate in York/bire, containing four Sheets.

. Anp yet I can hardly 'conclude without beg-

%mg fome of the Antient Habits at Rawden ; your

ncle gave me a Pair of fine old Gloves; But there
are feveral other very Antique Things, fitter for a
A D3 . Re-
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Repofitory of Curiofities, than anl&:rcal Ufe. Have
you an; cript of the famous Mr. C, vertb,
t Uncle to your Lady (to whom pray my
umble Setvice) { have 2 memorable Letter of his
prefented by Chancellor #iikingfon, to

S IR,

Leeds, s5th [ Your moft bumble Servant,

April, 1722,
Ralph Thoresby.

In tranfcribing this Letter for the Prefs, I bave ob-
Jerved, which I know not {;bdber in the following
Letter I bawe tosk Notice of or mo, that the Quinari
above-mentioned by M. Thoresby, but the Page or
Number not noted, is 20 be found in bis Book, p. 281.
No. 7. and'is a very rare Piece, and weighs, as be
bas fet it down, in all 31 Grains, and of our Money
within one Grain of 4 Pence, which confutes Budzeus and
Gronovius's Opinion, thas there are 8 Denarii contain-
ed in a Roman Ounce, and if we double the Number
of Grains of the Quinarius, #0 make it advance to the
Weight of a Denanius, tbe Prodult will be 62 Grains,
which wants but one Farthing of our 8d. and Searce
Jo muck as a Farthing every modern Penny of
ours wants [ometbing, as I have formerly computedy of
entively weighing eight Grains: Now apply this fo &
Roman Ounce, which weighs but 438 Grains, and
then fee how this will agree with the curramt Opinion
of the Authors above-mentioneds that is, divide that
Number into eight Parts, and the. Ouotient will be
ut 54 $ Grains, which divided again by 8 Grains in-
20 Pence, falls fbort of 7 d. whereas thofe that follow
Budzus, doa/yally give the Roman Pennyatvd. ob.j;t

' T leaft :

~ TN
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leaf? : ;Zn's bas bappened from two Fallacies they were
guilty of 5 the 1it, reckoming againft the exprefls Words
of Pliay,’ &c. that thers were8 Denarii in the Ounce ;
and thewy to cover their Mifiake, computing by Troy
Ounces in the Room of Roman Ounces,

As to the double or antient Denarius, p. 281. No. 8.
this Author gives it at 4 Penny Weights, 1 Grain,
which makes 97 Grains, or of oyr currant Coiny at what
makes 12d. now there could mever bave been coin’'d fuch
¢ Weighty Denarius, if the Denarii bad been always
ot one fiay, and not [ometimes bigger and fometimes lefs,
comtrary to what is fuppofed by the two foregoing Au-
thors; and if it fbould be anfwer'd that this Weight
agrees with nome of them s I -anfwery tho' it [bould be
44th Part more, when the Ales went for Ounces, and
not balf Ouncess yet that fourth Part might be loff by
Clipping, Rufty ¢r the ill Management of wunartificia!
fEudeavmer; to cleanfey or “maké it bright and band~
ome. . .

I know not why ¢hefe Family Coins, as they are
[ometimes called, are of [o different a Weight as they
are given in at, few of them baving the Note of a De-
narius impre/fed ‘upon them 5 the [even that have are of
the Following Weighty or Value.

Ne Grains, ! ‘ d q.
47 62 Has its true Weight and Value, of our} $ o
h " Money, wiz. o

‘3 Have loft a 16th Part of their Weight, 70
s § therefore are worth *°

67 57 AGrain fhort of 70
79 53 { Value near - 6o0%

7% 43 + and therefore wants Grains 18 §, and muft
have wafted by Ruft or otherwife more than 2d. £, or fo
much fhort of 8d, which is no Wonder, fince oﬂiﬁy ‘twas
coined upwards of 2000 Years ago, and not lefs than 17 or
1309 at l‘:aﬁ. ST : None

e
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None of thefe. Confular Denarii can belefs than 1730
Years oldy and fome of them dear 2000 Yegrs ag;
for about thai Time tbe Papyrian Law bad yeduced
their Denarii #0 16. balf Qupce Affes.

. A Se-
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f » A Second - ‘
A NSWER

0f Mr.Thoreshy, Apr. 18, 1722, whigh
. bas Relation to my fonegomg Let-

ter, dated March'36, 1732, and " to
oue af mine, of which I hgwe no Capy.

Reverend S1r,
‘“—"‘““—". QURS by the latt Poft found

rms ‘more than commonly throng,
~l’mvmg to Amfwer Letters to
both my, Sons, about Bufinefs,
at the Bifhop of Lincoly’s, and
at Cambrzdge 5 yct.rather than
let your ingenious Nephew come

: withouta Eetter, I ftole fomuch
Timeasto weigh the Greek Coins, which I thought
would not have becn of Ufe to ou becaufe Staters; .
Howcve:r, here 1 ranfmit fome Qf all the Gregk Coins,

likewife, as you deﬁxs:, of a]], the Byafs Cmfa-
Iar Monies;; d(rcqpcﬂ: your. learned and. curjoys.
Computatxoqs eupop; F mean not astg thelp-

ferippions, but Valye and Tipes of Mintage.
Dz~
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Ducatus Leodienfis,

Page No Dws. Grains. ™
276 4 9 29  'Thisfeems to have beea clip*d!
] 10 10 £ This Stater is entire,
3 4 ax  This I preflumeis a Drackma,
9 1 13 § Vide infra,
Io 4 L)

~ In No. 9. the Printer has mifled a whole Line,
wiz. this by AN oneach Side X, and EY be-
low, I miftook for ANCIATUM, (dibanorum
Colonia) °till a learhed Gentleman informed me, that
this is the Monagramme for AXAIQN, {F¢. a§ inPage
276. No.9. Sec the Place. L

Koman Monpies, p. 279, 280, and 335.
(No. 1090.)

Np Pen,weig. Grains.
7 1 More than an

The entire 4S 1 4
Semis 2 . 8 21 + Ounce (read
Triens 3 7 5 one Ounce,
%zadum 4 2 18 £ four DwS, 7
e Stips 5 7 17 . .Grains, 7, .
‘The later Semis 6 3 16 ' '

T u e vaftly different Weights of the laft two,
manifeft a great Diftance of Time in their Mintage
and Currancy: I beg your Opinion by your lear-
* ned Nephew upon his Return,  As to what you
" to the Index, ’tis very juft, but I
to get it printed, even as it is they
nt 2 Sheet more.
1y Pliny gave you any Satisfaction;
nuch as Equ'm )e Denario Ro-

- mans
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mano. One Volume of the new Monafticon isupon
the Road towards me; Capt. Stephens feems an in-
nious Gentleman, but is a zealous Romanift (I
llow your Letter Page b \_ch) his Correfpon-
dence with me was under the Name of Swmith, one '
of the Undertakers, at Mr, Bosker's Requett, I
furnithed them with abundance of Original Char-
ters, and amtold he has been very juft in acknow-
her dic, or defigand 1o cxpref .
[_either did, or ’d to exprefs the Page '
Mr. Roger Gale's ng(lpoﬁtionpof No. 6. abgut%'g;:
e it omitted, elfe you might have found it pre-
ntEly:' I have not feen, orindeed heard yet of any
in Emgland, who have got any of the durei, found
. in the (%n:{tor’s Cheft at Modina. Since Sir Hans
Shoane re his Secretary’s Office, I have not
{o much Correfpondence, as I ufed to have, with,
the Royal Society; Dr. Hally having lefs Inclination
to Antiquities, and Aftronomical Obfervations are
out of my Way. I have from Mr. Zor’s Manu-
{cript, the Particulars of Archbifhop Thoresty’s Be-
nefattions, ] have now got to the End of your
Letter, as well as my Paper; only renew my Re-
queft that you would inftruét the Curious with
your Thovﬁhts of the moft ancient Roman Monies,

which would be very acceptable to
.Dear S1r,
Leeds, 18 Apr. 1722.
Your bumble Servant,

In the Weights I follow the
Common Computation of

i . and '
2 Dwee. 1o e ounce. . Ralph Thoresby.

I need make no Obfervations upon this Letter, being
that awhich -follows gives a particular dnfwer. to the
greateft Part of it. Mel-
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Meifinby, May 4xB, A% 1722,

Worthy S1R, -
Have received the Favour of yours
of the 18th of April, very latcli b‘y
'l the Hands of my Nephew, whofe
Journey  hither was retarded for
fome E%:ime by intervening Acci-
JF dents: And am much obiged to
. - & you, thatin fuch a hurry of your
other Bufinefs, you would borrow fo much Time
from it, as to fend me the Weight of Five of your
Silver Coins, and Half a Dozen of your Brafs ones:
You defire my Thoughts upon them, which I
fhall give {ou in thefe following Obfervations,, all
or moft relating barely to the Gravity or Weight
of each of them. ,

- Anp firft of the Silver Coins. Page of your
Book 276. No. 4. 'Fhis being a Silver Stater, as
you rightly Style'it,” ought to anfwer four Atheni-
an Drachme, (for if it were a Golden Stater, on-
ly-two) having thrown your Penny Weights all
into Grains, that the whole Weight might be of

' nation, I find they amount in all to
And to find whether it bore its true
computed what an’ A#tick Ounce, if

ny fuch proper Weight, "anfwering to

e inan(gunce, wou’d be; the Drack-

ated by that excellent Mathematician

, by feveral he met with, both in Zaly

in his Travels, and exaltly weighed
Grains; by that Proportion, the %ame

fup-
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gﬁpofed Athenian Outice, or eight Drachmée, would
£ to 536 Grains (no lefs than p8 Grains heavier
than the true Romdn Ounce of 438 Grains); which
thews the Abfurdity of thofe would frame eight
Denarius’s out of that Ounce, and yet. €ontend that
fuch Denarii, and the Drachme, were of equal
Weight, and equal Value, as Budeus and his Fol-
lowers endeavour to do. According to the foré-
going Computation, this Starer ought to weigh
268 Grains; and therefore falls thort of, its trué
" Value 23 Grains, which is not very confiderable,
being it amounts to no er Lofs than lefs thad
thret Pence, inthree Shﬂgg'of our Englifh Money.
Tue next Stater No.y. weighing 250 2 Grains,
wants of its Weight 16 + G which amounts
not to above 24. 1 in 35. of our Coin.

No. 8. which you fuppofe in your Letter to me
to be a Drachma, does not at all agree with the
Drackma’s Weight, that being only 67 Grains; or
as Bithop Cumberland ftates it at 66, in his Book of
Weights and Meafures, Pa. 112. Whereas this
Piece of yours weighing no lefs then 10# Grains,
exceeds the higheft Eftimate of the Drachma by
40 Grains : Therefote I take it to have been coin-
ed for half a Srater, and has now by Time and
Wafting, or Coinage, loft 17 Gtains of its juft
Gravity. T

Pog. 2. ‘Number the 1oth, b"ein%' exallly of the
- P42 fime Weight and Ponderofity with Num-
ber the 8th; what has been faid of the Former, is
altogether applicable to the Latter alfo.

o. oth. This Piece weighinﬁ only 37 Grains,
if it were an A#tick Coin, fomewhat exceeds an half
Drachma, viz. by about 4 Grains, or might be
four of their Obuf¥, fix of which were contamed i
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an Attick Dracbma ; orif it were an Falic Coin, ix
does not much exceed their Quinarius, to which
Country you firft intitled it, as fuppoﬁngbit coin—
ed at the Colony or Antium, or Albas
learned Gentleman afterwards informed you, that
the AN upon it was the Monogram for AXAIGN —
AN, may be the Monogramm for AXAl1QN, for
Thing I know to the Contrary, not being at
verfed in the Infcriptions 3 but methinks it is

that this Interpretation fhould agree with the De~

{cription you gave of it, and the Printer omitted,
viz. thisz AN on each Side X, and EY be-
low, I mizook, for all thefe Letters ANX AN,
can be no Monogram at all; for a Monogram, as I
take it, conm many Letters into a lefs Com-
g:ﬁ, but this rather extendsthem; befides, if AN
the Monogram of AXAIQN, to what purpofe is
the X interpofed, and the AN again repeated:' X
am no Judge of thefe Mattérs, and therefore muft
wholly refer l?:ou to thole that are skiled in them g
m h he Grd ly anfi
ined, whether the Griving exactly anfwersthe
Original, or if not graved, Tlﬁ: Defcziption iven
. of it be perfettly agreeable with the Coin it felf.
Having thus-conmiriunicated my Obfervations
* upon your Silver Coins fent me, 1 proceed next
to mage fome Remarks uﬁon your Copper ones.
Pag. 279. Ducat. Leod, No. 1. * This firft Num<~
ber ftiled bmou an A4S (Romanus) does not come
: ug to the Weight, nor near it; that the leaft
of the Affés, that we ever read of, does requires
for the Afes, even after the Papyrian lowering of
- them to the Weight of Half an Ounce, ought to
contain 219 Grains compleat: Whereas you give
the

. &

® Ses this Paragraph correffed in Page the 3dy

ut yous

iece it felf ought to be miore nicely’
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the Weight of this at 4 Penny Weights 7 3 Grains,
which eal%:}lounts but in all to 103 § Grains, thort
of its due Ponderofity by more Half, or by
115 Grains : Therefore it is improbablé that it
was ever coined for a Roman A4S, but rather for
Par. 2 fome Subdivifion under it, even lefs than a
“%: 3. Semis, or was a Triens, with fome over
Weight cafually added to it. I fay it might be
cither of thﬁe with fome Failure of Weight by
Ruft, or Wafte; but then the want of the four
Points, if a Triens, and of the S, if 4 Semis, will
not admit of this conjefture; and therefore it muft
cither be the Counterfeit of fome ignorant Artift,
or the Figure I is unducly added ; or if a true one,
and n;gh y engraved, it will give Ground for rai-
fing fome new Hypothefis, fiich ds has been never
fet on Foot by any hitherto. :
gug°ﬁZ' Is muc Imorc to be rch(:ld :3’,1 and ar-
m; being, I think, ueftion a true

Semis of the Ounce A48, W‘}lll;?l reduced yto that
Weight under the fecond Panick Wat, and in the
Time of 9. Fabius Maximus’s DiGatorthip Ao Up-
bis £36, and upon this Suppofition ought to weigh
no moré than barely 219 Grains, of which tﬁu
weighing 213 ; Grains, has loft' no more by Ruft
and Time, than barely § X Grains in 1937 Years
fince its Coinage. ‘

No, 1. In making my Obfervations upon this
Roman A4S, 1 had not your Ducad. Leod. by me, .
but computed from the Weight given me, as 1
thought in your Letter, where you write thus;

THe cntire 4, No. 1. weighs 4 Penny Weights,
7 * Grains more thanan Ounce, which being writ
rather below the Line than evenwith it, I did not
take any Notice of it, but as a Remark of the
Weight, which for any Thing I then took No-

tice
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tice of, the Numbers preceeding might amount
to; ahd tho’ this was my own great Error, yet
the Ocoafidn of my famblg into ity was your put-
ting the lefler Weight before. the Greater, .which
Iu:%mk thould rather have been thiis cx%cﬂ'od
Te entite 45, No. 1. weighs i Ounce, 4
Penny Weights, 7 ¢ Grains. o
Bv t I return now to examing not. only what it
weighed, but what you have obferved ulpon it, for
I did not difcover my Miftake, ’till ¥ -had done
with No. the 2d; and nowy fince I writ the laft
Line above, I find ¥ have nothing to do .more,
than wholly agiee to what you have already faid
of it ifi )g)ll(li,r BOI?k 3 enly I could have e\gd}md tfl}at
jou had faid, why you thought it wanted of its full
{Veight of 2 Ot}l’néc‘s, Whg'tgll:cx" b m;(uﬁ, or the
Edges being diminifhed, or any other Impairment
in‘the Coin if beforé the Alteration,. under the Di-
&atorfhip of Q, Fabius Maximus, it muft be certainly
eldér than Ao Urdis 536, and confequently coined
in, o before the Date above given, No. 2. iz

ninetéen hundred and fevenYears ago. .
a WaiLst I refted my Pen to lét the
%- & Page dry, I found I had once a%am in this
No. 1. made more Hafte than-good geed, not
adv% that what you reckon near an Qunceand
- and half does not amount, according to your Com-
g:taﬁon of an Ouncey four Penny Weights, feven
rains and & balfy to a full Ounce and a Quarter,
~ for it lacks fomething: of it, wiz. 12 # Grains;
But then again, oh the other Side, I confidér that
By computing by the 77y Ounce, and 770y Penny
cight, you leflen its due Weéight and Propor-
tion, for tho’ I did not refleét on this before, that
yours was Troy Weiglit, or Troy Ounce; mine
& Romany ot Avoirdipois Ounce, one of (;'vh'ich
unces
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Ounces amounts to 480 Grains, and the other to
438 only. Thougll; cafually avoided that Errour,
g{ cafting all the Penny Weights into Grains, and

ofe Grains into Roman ®unces, and divided them
?g'the Roman Ounce*of 438 Grains, and not by

e Troy of 480: Yet now I will compute what
this 48 comes to, when rightly divided by 438
to the whole Ounce, and 219 to the half Ounce,
and 109 # Grains to the Quarter Ounce  Roman,
the whole weight you give me in, when put to-
%ethcr," amounts to §83 i Grainsy, which again
ubdivided, gives one Ounce, and one Quarter of
an Ounce Roman, and §8 Grains, which is more
than half a Quarter; fo that it may be truly faid
to contain a Roman Ounce and half, wanting onl
41 Grains, near which gou give it in aty yet ﬁiﬁ
wanting 292 + Grainsof it’s full Complement, ifit
were cdined for a 2 Ounce 48, brought down to
that Weight in the firft Punick War.

Bur if it fhould prove to have loft little or .no,
Weight from it’s firft Coinage, thenit will produce .
2 new Argument, that there is another Change of
Affes, more than Pliny makes makes mention of,
vz, o

Frowm 12 Ounce Afs, to Affesof 7 Ounces.
half a Pound, collefted from No. 'y, or % : =
Stips Uncialis, or ‘ ‘
3dly, To Affes of 2 Ounces Weight, % 2
mentioned by Pliny ; .

thzle This of ‘yours of an Ounce % -

half (if it were a full 45) 3
sthly, The A4fes made in Q, Fabius :

Maximus's Ditatorthip, of ——

6thly, Thofe made after the -Les

Papyriana of half an Ounce m——meem—

E ~ Bur

—
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Bur for thefe Six Variations of the Weight of
the. Affes, the 2d and 4th Divifion wholly
upon the Truth of your Stips Uncialis No. y. ad
upon the Weight of the %4 §, now under Confide-
ration. I proceed now to confider your 3d Brafs
Coin, which you ftile a Friens; and give you
Reafons for it’s having four Points 3 becaufe when
the Affes were Liberales, the Triens contained four
Ounces; but you do not exFrcﬁ what Weight
you conceive that .4 Sbore, of which this wasthe

Pa Triens : Now 1 find by the Weight yo
- P% 5 give of it, thatit weigled 7 Dws. Griits

75 thefe Penny Weights are according to the Ty
Standard, but when reduced to Graims, it maks
173 Grains, which is more than it ht todo
by 27 Grains, if it were a Zriens of the e 4
fes5 now becaufe Coins often fall thort of, but
feldom: or never exceed the true Weight; I rather
. fancy, it has been a Triens of the two Ounce 46,
* which makes it 4 more rare and vahiable Coin,

becaufe the older, and then muft have been coined
between the Beginnhﬁeof the firft Pupick Wa,
and the 4th Year of Second; becaufe in tht
Year of 9, Fabius Maximus's Dictagorthip, the 4
fes were reduced from two Ounce to one Ounc
Weight; but if we fix upon it, as a Tovens of ¢
‘two Ounce 4, it will want a vaft Deal of its
true Weight, and fall thort of 292 Grains, which
is the 3d Part of twp Roman Ounces by 119.Graits,
which is above a 3d Part of it’s proper Weights
which it can fcarce be fuppofed to have loft, ad
yet retain iv's Figure and Stamp fo fair as you have
printed it. .
. Pag. 280. N.3. T o anfwer therefore this O
jegtion, and change my Opinion of it’s bt':ilglda
Triens of a two ,unce;dég which I now e ;
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whileft I am éxamining the Number of Grains, I
fell into by a fafe Computation of what the Triens
thould. weigh. - Imuft again remind you of what I
have already faid concerning the Weight of Num-
ber the Firft, which is likewife deficient of above
a 4th Part of it’s due Weight, and therefore
ried by mé whether there was not a Time when
the' Affes were Ounce and half Afes, and would
weigh, if entite 657 Grainss and then fu§poﬁng
this Number 3 to bea Triens of fuch an 4§, then
would it ftill want 4¢ Grains of it’s proper Weight,
which it may be well fuppofed to have loft in near
2060 Years fince the maﬁmg of it. But this beigg
all of it conjefture; nothihg can be drawn from
ity ’till examined by other antient Concurrence
with, or differénce from this yet unheard of Hypo-
thefis, of more Variations thanthofe Pliny {peaks of.
- N. 1 A Qaadrans, 3 you ftile jt, (teftified to
be fuch by the. three Points imprefled upon it)
welghing, 66. + Grains. If it be a Quadrans foran -
Oun¢e AS, it has loft 43 Grains; if of.a half
Ounce A4S, it excéedsit’s proper Weight by 10 or
i1 Grains y. whether Suppefition you will follow
the Muatter is not very materialy and muft be deci-
ded by the Fairnefs, or Wafte of the Picce it felf;
for 10 Grains of Brafs was of fo little Value, that
Coiners, if it fo happened to fall above Weight,
would not take the Pains to leffen it; both tnete
Suppofitions. are almoft equally probable.
re ¢ No. g. the Stips uniialisy as you ttile it,
P4 6 or Umis. of an AS,. (or 12th Part of an
48,) which muft atways be called Uncia, be it
gréat, or be it Listle; for it got this Name when
the Afes were of a' Pound Weight, and retained it
when the £ were but of an half Ounce. weight,
and by Conféquence tth.Umidr but 18 } Grains, x
. v, 2 ‘ Q




" Zeius b
" made Heir of eleven Parts, the other only.of a twelfth ;|

~bhad to another Perfon by his Wili, .that L

- their Coins, were they greater, or were they lefs:
- “Thus the s dividéns of an s -librabs, was Uncis
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- to omit Fraétions, no more than about the 26¢]

Part of Uwia ponderalis. 1 know not whether

. T have fo much of the Arithmetician, as to mak.

this eafily - mtelligible to you; for it feems to m
very difficult to explain the Roman Manner of Corz

twration; for they had two Sorts of Affesy the fir{

called As ponderalis; and the fecond, s dividens
the As ponderalis amongft them always confift.
ed of 438 Grains, neither more nor'hzﬁv,s and con-
tinues - fo at Rome to this very Day, as Villalpon.
dus, and others inform us: But the s dividens was
made ufe of when any whole Thing, were it grea-
tar or lefs; was to be divided into Parts; fo that
if a Man’s Eftate or Inherjtance, or any Thing elfe
was to be divided, the whole was called an 7§,
and its Parts, when divided, were called by the very
fame Names, that the Parts of the Primitive s -
brales was, defcending from Deunx to Dextrans, Do-
drans, Bes, Septunx, Semisy Qsuincunx, Triens, Oun-
drans, Sextansy and Uncia. ws anold Roman X.a-
dy dividing amongft her Paramours her whole E-
ffate, which mi%!lt poflibly confift not only of ma-
ny Pounds but Talents, to borrow'that Gleek Ex:
preflion: to fignifie a great Sum; is thus expofed by
the Sz;tzriﬁ, Fuvenaly Sat. 1. ¥ .40. Uncialam Pyocu-

bety [ed Gallo deunmcem s that isy The ode wwas

And as the they did thus apply thé. 45, and its
Parts to a great Eftate, as when a ‘Man gave all h

was faid to be Heves ex Affe, or. of the Whol
when “of a third, or fourth. Part, that Legati
was ‘but Heres ex sriense, or ex yuadrante : Soei?kt
wife did they apply the fame Names, - or Parts, to

o,
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ponderalis, of a Six Ounce A4S, the Unciain Name
was bug half an Ounce in Weight; when the s
were Sextantales, or of 2 Ounce Weight, the Un-
cia dividens was but the 6th part of an Ounce in
Weight, and when the 45 was Uncialis, the Uncia
dividens was the twelfth Part of Uncin ponderalis ;
And laftly, whenthe 4/fés were at the loweft Ebb,
the Uncia nominalis or dividens was only to weigh
the 24th Part of an Ounce Ponderalis. :
A N whereas I have, thro’ Miftake, in the Be-
nning of this Page, computed what the twelfth -

art of an half Ounce 4§ was to be, (Frationso-
mitted) viz. about 18 Grains or more, that Com-
putation, tho’ in it felf vcz?' near the Truth, fup-
pofing the Coin were an Unci

ncia, of an half Ounce
A4S, yet now upon further confulting your Book,
the Uncie under Confideration is a Stips uncialisy or
Uncia of an AS of 6 Ounces Weight, as you fup-
pofe it; then, as I in fome Hafte compute it, the
whole 48§ was to weigh 2616 Grains, and the Un-
dia of fuch an A48, or the twelfth Part of it ought
to be exallly (if my Grofs Sum be right) 218
Grains, neither more nor lefs ; tho’ it is like I have
fome where mif-reckoned, for moft certainly the
twelfth Part of 6 Ounces muft be 219 Grains, the
precife half of 438 Grains, but it is not very ma-
terial in this Matter which is Right, which Wrong 3
for the Weight of this Uncia is onlfy 185 Grains,
and therefore falls thort 33 or 34 ot what, upon
your Suppofition, it was coined for; but if there
was a ﬁxYl of the Affes betwixt the 12 Ounce 4/~

Jes and the 2 Ounce Affes; in all Probability this
is one of them, and fu que it coined, and the 4/fes
leflened before the ﬁr(f ‘Punick War, for Pliny fays
they were brought to z Ounce Affes under it; it
mult 4 the %oweft Computation been coined
: ‘E 3 © 1984 -
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1984 Years ago, and therefore it is no Wonder i
Ruft, and Time and Cleanfing may have occafion
ed fo fmall a Lofs, as thofe 30 odd Grains come tc
Y o v muft excufe me if I feem tedious, when
have not Time to confider, contract, -and re&ifi
Miftakes : However, I muft not forget to acquain
you, that you are not to retrad, as you feem todo
the Title of Uncialis, becaufe it weighs but half ar
Ounce, but if there be any Emendation to be madc
in that Expreflion, it muft be inftead of calling i
Stips uncialis, only Uncia d_ﬂisﬂf:milibmlis; for ]
fuppofc when there were not only 4ffes but Deca/-
Jesy and it may be Centuffes, alled s grave, which
might be four Square, or oblong, and therefore ca-
pable to be joined in Heaps together, from which
fome think the Words Stipendia, or Stips, derived;
yet becaufe thefe lefler Pieces, and coined Copper
or Brafs were not in a fit Figure, « easin cellis fii-
porent ;5 as they did thofe greater Weights, which
we may rather call Sums than Coins. .I think the
- Word S7ips when applied to a {mall Sum denoting
as it were an Alms, or fmall Relief given to chE-‘

' ?ar; the Stips umcialis was the s2th Part'of t
mall 4dffesonly; for an Unciaof an A4S libralis wag
a full Ounce, and not likely to borrow it’s Name
from being ufually given in Alms, for every fuch
Unciay according to the Value of Brafs, or Copper,
at laft would be the 8th Part of a Denarius, and
therefore equal to one of our Pence; and I cannot
think that the Romans were fo. charitable, when
pa..g Money wasfo {carce with them, and the Rich
""" almoft cruel and oppreflive to the Poor, as
to have no lefs Portion of Brafs to give, thana whole
Ounce, when a Sheep was valued but at 10 s,
and an Ox at 100; I know not whether this Re-
+mark will bear the. Touchftone; I only offer it to
' ' o Con-
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Confideration, and.tho’ I think the Word Srips
not fo properly applyed to the Uncia of the great-
cft ﬁ, tzzt certainly none would ordinarily give
lefs e Stips Uncialis coined any Time fince
9, Fabius Maximus’s Dictatorthip. .

N. 6. (Ducat. Leod. Pag. 280.) This Coin you
flile a later Semis, and gives in the Weight at 88
Grains. If this be a Roman Piece, and half their
4 8, it muit be coined after the 4§ was reduced to
i’s finalleft Size by the Papyrian Law, and thould
weigh 109 £ Grains, of which Number it falls
thort by 41 Grains and a Half: But in Diffent to
that learned Gentleman, whofe Opinion ydu quote,
I cannot but Note thefe two or threc Things:
ift. Thaty as you have obferved to my Hand, it
wants the Infcription of Roma upon it. 2dly,
That if you rcadP the Infcription as that ingenious
Perfon dées, and to whom upon many Accounts I
am greatly obliged, . and particularly for the Loan .
of feveral Books; out of which I have made Col-
le€tions, borrowed out of:his Study by the Inter-
vention of his Brother, the Reétor of Scruton, who
has lately loft his Lady, and -was not at the Vifi-
tation this Spri —Yon awn that in the Words
or Letters ADNAAI ARG, interpreted thus,
Edificatio navium a Romani gente: The'V in Naws
Is inverted, or turned upfide down; which tho’
fuch Miftakes are commonly found in the Coins of
Barbarous Nations, yet I know not whether the
like be ufually met with in the Monies of the
Greeks or Romans. 3dly, Ifomewhat queftion whe-
ther that you read an S or Semis be trul fo, and
not rather a Curle of Pfair, much refembling an S.
4thly, And principally, and what is of moft Mo-
ment with me, if it were a Semis coined in the

R Punick War (and tthr‘e was no fuch Edifica-

. - N4 tio
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tio Navium mentioned by Livy in the 2d Puwirk
"War) {f it were in the Beginning of that War, it
“muft §ave weighed either half twelve Ounaes, or
as you (elfewhere) fuppofe half fix Ounces; my,
if towards the Middle or End of it, when the 4/
[és were Sextantales, it muft-have weighed, or wis
coined for 438 Grains; whereas this Piece weigh-
ing but 88, has but two Grains more thana

" - Part of that Weight, and falls thort more thn

ahree Quarters in four of what it thould be; and
therefore comes nearer to an Umcid than-Semis of
fuch an 4§, as this Interpretation fuppofes it to

be.
Par. o . Thave madeall thefe Remarks upon your
4 % Brafs Coins, rather for your Satisfattion
that you may be informed what  the Pieces are in
. themlelves, and in what Age they were ftamp',
then for any Knowledge I cin gain by them: As
to the main Deﬁ%n, which I ag purfuing, con-
cerning the Weight of the Roman %marii when
- Silver was firft coined at’ Rome, for upon chis De-
pends the Value of the firft oman'cpe(r)zjk;, under
Servius Tuilins his Reign ; which allowing tha
low Value of Brafs, 'WEich the Stream of Modern
Writers give it,” of one Drachma of Silver being
worth 840 Drams of Brafs, a Senmator's Eftac
would only be worth a very fmall Matter, and the
Price of a Sheep but 84. of our Money, andn
Ox'but 65. 84. Whereas upon my :
of the Denarii being greater or lefs in Proportion,
as the Affes were heavier or lighter, the Value of
Sheep and Oxen, and the feveral Mul&s put upon
Offenders, and the ‘Roman Senator’s Eftates will be
better reconcileable to after Times than now they
we :  Anda Senator’s Eftate, of the Alteragion of
vhich awe read nothing, as far as I remember, "l
S ’ Augefys
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“Avgufus his Time, will not fall above one fixth
Part - fhort - of what it was before the Common-
Wealth was turned into a Monarchy: I have not
Time to ftate this Matter aright, but as far as ¥
remember, Bwdexs and others reckon the Cenfus of
a Senator to be about 333 /. Englith, they reckon-
:'RF a Denarius fomething thort of what I do, who
ow 84. to it, when at the loweft, before the -
‘Time of the Em})erors, 'when poffibly they were
lighter; but as I compute the. faid Cenfis being
reduced from 100000 Affés to 10000 Denariis the
Sum they would make of our Moncy would be
3334. 65. 84. This ComButation is made upon
their Hypothefis, that the Denarius was always one
and'theygt)ne from firft to laft: But upon my Hy-
pothefis, which fuppoles the old Dewarsi to {JC «K-
mini gradua]}z, "as the Affes themfelves were
from a Quindecuple Proportion, or from fifteen to
one, I make a-8enator’s Cenfus to have been fifteen -
Times as much as they e it;’ whieh amounts,
if my Calculation be right, to soool. Englifh,
according to Livy, who gives in the Cenfus at a
100000 Affes only ; but if we follow Pliny, or Di-
onyfius Halicarnaffeus’s Account, who make the 4/~
Jes 110000, or ten Thoufand more, the Cenfus then
will rife to 500 /. of our Money, which 13 indeed
fhort of 8ocoo H.S. at which Rate Swetomius va-
lues it formerly, before Auguffus raifed it to dwode-
ces H. S. in vith Aug. cap. 41. that is to fay Au-
Suftus raifed the Cenfus or Eftateof a Senator, from
'66661. 135. 4d. lith, to 10000/, exaétly. I
fay, tho’ we read of fuch a raifing. the Cenfas in
Augufius’s Time, there might poffibly be fome Al-
teration before, and what was once but 100000 4/~
Jfes, or goool. at firft, might afterwards be:’
made 110000 Affes,. or gyool, and at fome
K _ inter-

’

Pa. 10.
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{
intermediate Time be raifed; as fuppofe when thy
Alfes were altered from 10 to 16,.to a certain N
ber of Affes, that made the Sum Sxetowius and D
reckon them at; I add Djs, for I find fome thi
there is a Miftake,. or.an Ervasum, in the Chap. of
Suetonius, fore-cited. That fuch Changes.mighy
happen, is very probable from Livy and Pluterch®
Account on the one Side, and Pliny and Diemyfius
Halicarnafs, on the other ;5 Otherwife thofe ancient
Wirriters are fome of them guilty of much Carelef-
nefs and Overfight. You will underftand by all

 this, that my Enquiries do more particularly relate
to the ancient Weight of Silver and Gold,. before
or at the Beginning of the Emperors; for no Doubt
the Gold, and as moft allow, the Silver Coins al-
fo, were much dimigithed afterwards.

I have in a Letter to Mr. 4nflis, which I now
fend to you, with a Liberty either to fend or fup-
refs it, as you think moft convenient; In that I
'Kave inﬁ:m! a Paragraph (as it were incidentally,
and by Chance)  coneerning a- Paflage in Pliny,
(which I muft corre& before I fend it,) relating to
the firft Coinage of Gold, whichIdid for this Pur-
pole, that it might give you Occafion to defire
the Weight of the Aursi found in the _@rtqe or’s
Cheft- fometime ago in Jialy; but might fo
bold either with him or you, to Trcf%;\,{& u};on your
other - Bufinefs, I fhould defire the Weight of all
Silver or Gold Coiss, that are of adifferent Weight,
coined before Fulius Cefar's Time; but efpecnlly
of the Gold Staters or Auress’s. ‘
As to the dures, or Solidi, coined fince, I am
almoft fatisfied, what they ‘were froma large Num-
ber of them, with their exiat Weight in Grains
«publithed by Mr. Gresves, in his Treatife, De De-
wario Romanoy Page 103 :* And here baving mentioi
: - ned .

R
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ned Mr. Greaves, 1 muft acquint yeu, that upen
thewing Mr. Obadiah Waiker's Book -of Ceins and
Medals to my Nephew, which' I'-had not look’d

‘in for fome Years, becaufe I never troubled my
felf about Infcriptions; that I-find whatever he has
about their Weight or Value, is wholly borrowed
from Mr. Gresves, tho' not without Miftakes in
tranferibing it; which, I find, T long Time fince
correéted in the Margent, upon my firft reading
that Treatife De Denario Rowano. - 1 will‘give In-
ftances of thofe that are moft remarkable: Page
the 3d, about the middie he prints Sextunx for Sep-
tunx, Pag. 4. poff Med. Pag. he writes * of an 4§,
- which

&

* The Author not being able to recollect what be meant by the nine’
Partsof an AS, thoughs he could not make a better amends for that
Errowr, than by giving the Paflage it relates to, in Mr. Obad, Wal.
ker’s own Words, which are thefe. ---—- @, Fabius Maximus being
Di&ator, the Affes were again leflened, and the 45 was made of
the Weight of one Ounce; and after 2 while by the Papyrian
Law of Ealf an Ounce: And of thefe they coined not only Oun-
ces, buthalfs, 2, 1, for the greater Eafe of the People, as ap-
pears by.the Marks, which we fee upon the Confular Brafs Mo-
ney, (tho’ this Money be now, foumlp rarely) amon%ﬁ the which
was the Quadrans ratitus, paid ordinarily for the rPaﬂ'afe by
Water from the City to Mount Avensine, then feparated bya
Pond or marfhy Lake ; upon this was the Sternof” a Rates or
Ferry-boat, and upon an A4S was that of a Ship.

Lhave tranfcribed this Paragraph at barge becanfe of the Ufefulnafs
of it, efpecially to Perfons lefs feen in thefe Matters, and for the bet-
ter underfianding [orme Places in the Poets, which have Aliufions to
the Price, paid for going over (as 1 fhould have thonght) the River Ti-
ber, hadnor Mr. Walker, who bad been [pveral Times atRome,

explain’d it otherwife ; to render therefore-the Meaning of this Price
the Plainer, 1 will give an Account of the Value of an half Ownce

AS, and the h{fer Parts coined out of it 5 for fuch an AS weighed

219 of owr Englifb Grains, and was of the Value inour Money, ex-

Aatly one Half-penny, the Semis; or balf 1093 Grains, one Far-
thing ; the Triens 73 Grains better than balf a Farthing; the:

Quadrans 542, half a Farthing exactly ; the Sextans 36 3 Gid :I;’

. 4 .
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which ITtlufnk he Mi{hkesfofor. Hp i,otg::r 18 tb?;
Semis, Triens, Quadrans, for in that C |
fhould be placed mcthecfically.

Pag. the He- calls the raifing of their Brafs
Money a rife alfo of the Silver, whenupon his Sup-
pofition that the Demsrius remain’d the fame, it
was a Fall of Silver, for before the 4fes were chan-
ged from 10 to 16, the Demsrius was valued at
20 Ounces, and afterwards but at 16 Ounces.

P ccsf think a great Part of his oth SeéZion,
“- ' Page the t;hi is what I either do not un-
derftand, or if I Jo, cannot aflent to. Pa.6, He
calls a Drachma of Gold, an Aureus Philippicus, or
'- glm’ca} 2 v;lhercaslt;)g: thefe Cuzlins Wer};e of Double
at Weight at or to the HMHa
which hcgdiﬁ:inguiihcs from them, ‘%nd calls two
Drachma’s 5 and then fays a Stater was 4 Drachime,
which is not true of the Gold Staters, but of the
Silver Staters only. Next he fays a Talent was e-
ual to 10000 Drachme, which is a moft inexcu-

ble Miftake; for all Authors that the -
tick Talemty, which was the moft common of all
. - ' Talents,

the 4th Part of a Farthing; the Ounce, or 12th Part of fush as
Qunce if any fuch were ever coined ;)16 + the 8th Part of a Far-
2hing, and the half of [uwch a 1ath Part, 8 Grains %> s far
as I wunderfiand Monfieur Eifenfchmid, Pag. 3. he fays, their
French Denarii weighed 24 of the Grains, and yet, as I conceive,
were thought too Small to be coined fingle, and therefore they coin-
«d two together, and cqlled them Doubles, Six of thefe Doubles
did within my Memory pafs for our Penny ; but in the French
and Scotch Account fgp' 12 Shillings, I have rettified the Method
which Mr, Walker placed them in, for the Semis, Triens, Qua-
dx:ans, Sextans, Uncia,. and Semiuncia, are in the patural Or-
der they fhowld havebeen placedin, Mr. Walker's Skill lay in rea-
ding the Inftriptions ; but weighing very few of their Brafs Money,
&lfe he wonld never have placed his Ounces firft, which were bus the
Yath Part of qn AS, asis related already, and explained in the 6tk

Page of this Letter,

,—\
hY
\



© * De Re Nummaria, 6x

Talents, confifted but of 6600 Drachme, and the
Learned affim the fame of all Zalents whatfoever, -
but with this Difference; that as their Drachme
were greater or lefs, fo feverally their Zalents alfa
were : And I believe that neither he, nor any Man
elfe can find any Zslent that confifted of more than
6000 fuch Pieces or Coins, as they reckoned by ; ex-
cept when they reduced one Sort of Talent, to a 7~
Zent of a different Nation. 'Tbus the Obo and Drack-
m.e of Corinth and Zgina, being unequal to the Asrick,
and. bore the Proportion of ten to fix,. fix Thou~
fand of the firft madc ten Thoufapd of the fecond,
But when I faid all Talents were computed to cone
fift of 6000 Dracbkme, 1 meant it of the great 7z-
dents, . which were Sums, and not Coins; tor Feffus,
a Resmman Grammarian, reducing feveral Zalents to
the Roman Money, makes fome 6000, others 4500,
others 12000 Denarii Romani ami at laft adds,
that the Romans call’d that a Talemt, which. was
only of the Worth of fix Denarii, the Syracufans
of three Denarii; and thofe of Regium in fraly,
was worth ne more than a Vitloriatus or Quinarius
Romanus. | : ' C
*Tar1s Book of Feflus is very imperfed,. and
more than half of it fill’'d up with Chafms in every
Page quite through, which makes the Remainder
of what we have, corrupt in many Places, that it
cannot be relied upon: "So that.by what I quoted
out of Mr. Walker, it thows.he is not-every where
to be ded on, and I think.did not underftand
the Difference betwixt the Golden and Silver Sta- -
2er to be met with in moft' Authors that have writ
De Re Numwmarié. Headds an Astick Ounce makes
eight Drachme, 1 know that our modern Authors
fays fo, and it may be fome of the later Latin Au~
thors : But I Queftion whether ever the Gr:gi
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ufed that Term at all, ’till they ‘were becon
Subje&ls to the Romans. Heé alfo-in the fame f1
Page, fallly reckons y4. for ys.-24d. to the 77
Ounce; ahd when he compares that with the R
#an, He is miftaken in the Numberd, and fays th
cotttains §246; when it’s faid by - other Author
and that truly, to contain g2¢6; - and makes tk
Difference of the Ounéesto be 514, when it ough
to be but yo4. - R

IxN the fame sth Page, at the Bottom, he tell
 us, that an Aureus, or Denarins Asrens, for-fo i

was alfo called, weighed ordimarily: two Denarii o
Silver." Gromovius will not alfow that Dénonfinati
Pos. v, O Of Demarins Aurews, of -that it was fl
P4 3% fyled by the Romans; tho the' Latin Poc
Plantus, {iles the Philippick Awrens fos and thi
mighit have help’d to have correfbéd ‘his Miftak
of a Drachma’ Suréa, which I believe he’ can' pro:
duce o good Authority for. - - - .. o7
"Pige 7. Hex fays that 48 Aures were -coined
out of a Roman Pound. If Phny be rightly ‘under-
ftood, they coined no mere thin 42, or at mioft
4, even in Nero’s Time : But this is a Point I
want Information jn; aAd eannot be'décided,” with-
dut- the Examination of the precife Weight of the
{Iu_rg,hsbcforc the T;fm' mﬁ{s‘. Gfmﬂl;ﬁf:
1s of ths Opinion,; N ‘faifme not, (but
I Kave nc?t:Pl Time "toi:yonfuls‘him’ 8 frefh)"‘!fc 3
much Miftaken, for three Aursi- of Fuliss Cefar’s
amomnt to fuch a Weight, vid.- 122, 123, 124
Grains, (with Fra&tions) which are- irreconcilable
Wwith more thant 43 or 44 out of the Pound, as a-
ny will find that will take the Pains-to divide the

oman Pound, containing’ y2¢6 Gtains, by the
Number of Grains in the Aurei above recited. ‘Thus
much concerning Mr, #alker, whom I find (by
T . : ¢om-
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comparing his with ourAccountx) did betra
inta lgtl)fcg Errours I%ormerly took Notice of. y yosu
I am now come almoft to the Period, both of
my D and Knowledge together, and that X
may not be importun’d to add any more to what
I have troubled you with already, and acquajme
you with what. I had not room to dilate upon in
my_firff Letter. I proceed to fpeak of the Dimi~
nution of the Aurei; and ds they fell: by gradual
Steps from Fulius Ca/&r s ‘Time to that of Conflar -

tine the Great; and for vmdxcatmg of whofe Ho~
nour I make this Rccztal

The Aurii of Falius Cefar, w 1 leam Graam.:
from ‘Mr. Greaves, were w———ome{ 324 °

Under Awgufius there are three of 11 o

andoncofuifw 9’} 18 ;
Tn. Tiberius’s Time tlm is one of 118 ¥

anoéh%;:f the ﬁ: G '} h7d

nder Nero teft 15 116 rams, e

ud the Jeaft - — o % ¥
Otho 108 : Vitdhw — 2
Ve(pafian, the greatcﬁ 114 3 the leaﬁ:

t11, i¥o, and 109
Titus Ve ¢fpafiam 109 1, — Domitia T

313 and p- 12 5 ,
Nerva xrx %, Tr 110" 1, another :

put laft 5 Tree » }‘“‘-
Antonius Piwsy 119 v,-—-Aurdm Fenes, .

117, —— Marcus Comm. Awt. ————S 14 -
Probus Iimperatory. 106, Gallienns 72 1,3

————— ‘Manimianus - 74 *’

Hug.

Tue Resfon 6f my g:vmg you this Accom}é-

Carinus 72 £y =em—— Conﬁa»tmm ka§ 70 }
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isy as far as I can, to vindicate that firft Chriftian
Emperor from the Imputation, whick this great
and' leatned Critick’s Ignorance, in the Value and
Par. 1 Wii(ghtofGo den Coins, has caufed him un-
P48 13 advifedly to throw upon Conffantine. The
Apology, or rather Accufation he makes for his
changing and limiting the Number of the Golden
Solids, in a RomanPound, to 72 Solidi ; whichisto
- be met with in his 4th Book, De Pecunia Vetere, ch.
13. Pa. 3454 of his 400 Ed. inthefe Words, fpeak
ing of the Alteration he fuppofes, and Charges
Conftantine with, He res move in fignata pecunia
Romanay tante [unt, provfus ut deceant mow alium
guam Confiantimum, qui ut ceremonids £ veligiomes pic
-~ probeqs fine comtroverfia 5 ita ceterorum demi militiag;
sflitutorumy -quedam dwbium dn [alutariter ommis,
certe’ callide Ej‘q aftute commuravit.; adeo ut tam cogm-
‘mini fuo parem fe credidiffe videatury fi nibil refiqusfet
quale acceperat. Quem impetum viri, .Deus arcand vi

~w  ad bowum Chriftians facramenti comyenvity Ec. Such

a Reflettion as this, would have rather been ex-
ed from the Mouth of an Heathen Zofmass, then

the Pen of a Chriftian Authoyy when all, or moft
of it, is only grounded upon Gromovioxs his own
Miftakes, who knew not, or obferved not, that
the Fall was made before Gonflantine’s coming to the
Empire, and the Law that regulated the Number of
Solidiy, and fix’d them to 72 Solidi in the Pound:
Nor was it made in the Beginning of his Empire,
‘when there were more dugufli, or Cefares then
~ one; nor when Licnius was joint Emperor with
Him: In all which Time, it’s like the So/idi, or
Aurei, Were at a lower Ebb then-he order’d them
. tobe, and lefs than four Scruples to the Aureus;
but after the overthrow of Licimius, and in the

.18th Year of his Reign, when Aric. Paulinécs.@
: Alaty

- T
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Gaian. Fulionus, were Confuls, as ?pcars by the
Law made for this very chx:pofe, Cod. Theodofianus,
Lib. 12. Tit. 7. b 1. hich, becaufe you may
not_ have that Book by you, and it is not to be
found in the Codex 7#]3;'mam¢:, who, as I think,
has omitted it by an Errour in the Tranfcript, or
Copy, which renders it impoffible to be obferyed :
IWiK tranfcribe it at large in the Words following.

Si guis folidos appendere voluerit, auri coiti feptems
Jolidos quaternorum [erupulorum noftris vultibus figura-
tos adpendat pro fingulis unciis 5 Quatuordecim pro dua-
bus [unciis]: juxta banc formam omnem [ummam de-
biti inlaturas ; eadem ratione [ervanda, eifi materiam
quis inferat ut [olidos dediffé videatur. Aurum veroquod
infertur equa lance, €3 libramentis paribus fufcipiatur,
[eilicer ut duobus digitis [ummitas lini retineatur tres
religni liberi ad [ufceptorem emineant, nec pondera de-
primanty nullo examinis libramento fervato, nec equis ac

. paribus [ufpenfo flatore momentis,¢. P.P. X1I11. Kal.
Adug. Paulino 3 Fuliano Cons’. :

I't is manifeft that in this Law for Sepfem thou'd
be read Sex, and for quatuordecim, duodecim, for 6
four Scruples make 24, or a full Ounce, as Grono-
vius himfelf, and all others allow.

L ANp then it is likewife a great Mi-
4 ftake, but common to Gremevius, with all
other Authors I have met with, that itis an Hard-
tliilp,to the Subjets, and gain to the Prince, to ~°
leflen the Coin; when, contrary-wife, all leflening
the Coin redounds to the Eafe of the Subject, and
Lofs of the Prince, in his Tributes, Taxes, or
Quit-Rents; for what the Prince gains in coininﬁ
light Money the firft Year it is made;  fo much
he loofes by it every Year after: And it is notgd
. A F y

'P;zg.
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by our old Hiftorians, as a great Piece of Policy in
the Lord Treafurer Bithop Ederndon, or Edmintonywho
firft made that Mutation in our Coif raifing the
Pound from 20 to 225. 64. and thea te z{s. and
H. sth raifing it to 30s. and fo on; whic raifed
. the Price of:ﬁ Commodities, and leffened theRents
of the Lordfhips, and other Lands, and almoft r-
duced the King’s Revenues to nothing; and yet
1 think ‘the Caufe of all this was not difcoverd il
after H. 8th Reign, who, if he had lived, would
have been the greateft loofer by his abominable bkt
Money; This was not, I fay, forefeen, or begn
to be remedied *till the latter End of Edw. 6th
Reign, and was avoided in Queenn Mary's; bt
not abfolutely takenaway *till Q. Efzabeth’s, fince
whofe Time it has been laid open by fome, and
more particularly by Bithop Goodwin, in the Life of
Bithop Edendon, (ashe calls him) Bifhop of #inm.
So that it is a mere Calumny in Gromowsus toblame
and lay fo heavy a Load on Conflantine, for ender-
vouring to fettle the Coinage at a certain Rat¢;
that neither the Prince, nor the People fhould be
deceived, nor the Weight of the Coin varied, #
I obferved to you in my firft Letter: That this
continued the Standard of. Gold, from Conflantinc
the Great, to the Reign of the Emperor Herack:
us, doth appear from Abundance of Solidi, whereof
none fell thort of 68 Grains, nor exceed the Va-
lue of 70 Grains; the odd two Sokidi, being, I
fuppofe, allowed for the Charge of Coinage. It
is a Queftion much debated by the Civilians, Who
thould bear it, the Prince or the People, fome
holding one, Side, fome the other; but, I think
it ought to be bore mutually by both: For both
the Codex Theod. Lib.13. Tit.2. and the Codex Jv
frinianusy Lib. vo. Tit. 76. under, or by one ﬁnglu‘

, o ‘ o
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lar Law, [ for there is but one Law in that Title,
De argenti pretio quad Thefauris infersur ] which pro-
vidés as follows. .

 Tvep. Arcadio &8 Homorios Conf. Cefario orient. &3
Attico occidentis. [ viz. Ao Chrifli 339. al's 337]
Fubemus ut pro Argenti [umma quam quis thefauris
fuerit iulaturusy inferendi auri accipiat facultatem: ha
ut pra fingulis libris argenti .quinque Solides inferat.
Dat. XX Kalend. Mariis Conftantinopoliy Cefario &3
Aitico Conf. This Law in the Cod. Fuftinianus, is
Woard for Ward the famg quite through, as moft
others are that are borrowed from the 7 heodofian,
the Boaks and Titles only being different; which
proves that the Value of Gold and Silver flood at
the fame Value from A° Chrifti 339, ’till the Co-
dex Fuftinianus Was publith’d, which falls upon the
Ldes of .April Desio 5to Confule. But Helvicus does:
not furnifh us with this Go/;;ﬁd; but fays, the Co- -
dex was publithed Ao Chriffi y31. But Dr. Duck,
» - in his Book, De &3 Ufu Authoritate Furis Ci=
“- 15 wilis, pa.yo. fays they were twice publith-
ed, Ao Regpi 2de. in hafte, and had a Review, or
Editio repetita, A yogni oftavo, which falls in.with
Ao Cbrifi §34. From which Time Cod. Fuftinia-
nus continued in Force, ’till the Year of our Lord
870, .or thereabouts; ’till Bafilius and Leo the 6th’
his Son, out of Envy to Jufinian, publifhed the
Libyos Sexaginta Besiamdy s and then their Authos -
rity, wiz. of Fufinian's Laws, was laid afide, ’till
they were revived again in Europe, after the De-
ftru@ion of the Eaffern Empire; and are of Au- |
thority in moft of the Kingdoms here in the /7ef
(ths Kingdom of England excepted ). :
I have made this long Excurfion, as much for
my Nephew’s Sake, alsi‘ yours, whom I pul})t;)fﬁ
: A a
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fhall "tranfcribe this Letter, as he did my Former
as well for his own Ufe as mine. And by all thi
it appears of what Ufe and Continuance this ex
cellent Law for fixing the Value of the So/idi was
and ought therefore to have been rather prize
‘than depreciated by Gremovious in the Manner hi
has done. Before %_o, further I muft Note, thai
tho’ moft Authors, from the Law of Confantine.
afore-quoted out of the Cod. Theod. Lib. 12. Tit. &
which appoints, that a Pound of Gold fthould be
coined into 72 Solidi; thence State the Value of
Gold in refpet of Silver- thould be, as one to 14
25 yet it was either not obferved at all, or inter-
preted, as it was more clearly expreflfed and order-
ed in the Law of Arcadius and Honmorius laft afore-
cited; (in the End of Pag. 14th foregoing) where-
by five Solidi are allowg to pafs for one Pound of
. Silver, which reduceth the 'galue of Gold to Sil-
ver exactly to the Proportion of one to 14, with-
- out any Fraltion; for. 14 fives gives not 72 Solids,
but 70 only, which will fpare any Man a great
deal of Trouble, that is to compute the V&Forrth
of Gold by a like Worth in Silver, when the
Computation is made by Pounds only.

By this Time, I fuppofe, you will be no lefs
weary with Reading this long, Letter, than I am
with Writing it; and therefore I fhall now con-~
clude, with my humble Thanks for all your Fa-
vours, and with a Licence, if you think good, of
communicating all my Letters (upon this Subjeét)
to any one that is a gtudier, or Igavourcr of Mat-'
- ters felating to the Rei Nummarie, to be cither!
approved, or gain-fayed, as they fhall fee Reafons;
for, .or 'Arguments againft it; hoping that both
you and they will make Allowances for the hafte|
they are writ * " *he Age of him that writes/

' them j J
.

. .
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them; for my Head and my Memory is not what
they were, when thefe Things were freth in my
Mind, and have been for fome Years laid afide,
and are now anly revived, that either of my Ne-
hews may be better enabled to purfue what I.
gave left yunfinithed, and underftand thofe Colleéti-
ons I have gathered out of moft of the Greek and
Latin Hiftorians and Poets. 'There is only one
Thing I would Caution againft, that they may be
imparted to none that fhould pub{ifh what
» I have writ, as a Specimen of their own
Invention; and fo prevent either of my Nephews
of that Grace of Novelty, with which their La-
bours might appear in the World, if not preven-
ted by fuch as were not fo well furnith’d with
Collections to compleat the Defign, as either of
them may be: For when I had almoft made read
a Treatife, of the lik¢ Nature, with that whicK
is communicated to the World, under the Title
of Chronican- Pretiofum (for Pretiorum) 1 was for-
ced to fupprefs it; tho’, I think, I may modeftly
fay, there is fcarce one Price, or Inftance there,
which [ had not in mine, with a vaft many more,
out of M. S. S, never feen nor known lz that
worthy Author, and which will make a Part of
my intended Work, if it ever come to Light.
You fee I have compleated two Sheets, ‘'with a
feriptus €9 in tergg, and therefore remain,

Pag. 16.

Dear S1R,
M:l:'znb');,z :447- © your moft obliged,
' ' and faithful Friend

and Servant
" ' William Smith. |
: F3 Wri-
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Writing to Mr. Anffis in great Hafte and with-
out any Book, or Notes before me, in cafting up
the Number of Scruples in 2 Pound of Gold, when
multiplied by 20 in{Eca.d of 288, I omitted the U-
nites, * and {o for y760, falfly made the Sumof y6oo
only, for which Reafon, ail the following Calcu-
lations are falfe, and muft be re&ified in my Cou-
fin’s tranfcribing it, which I defire you to fignifie
to Mr. Anffis, as an Excufe why it does not come to
him under my own Hand ; ‘but is however (except in
that Paﬁ'ageg, a true Copy of what was fo. ¥You
will eafily perceive that my Eftimate of Pliny’s 900
Sefterces, as equal to §760 of thefe in After Ages,
does confirm, and is confirmed by the Opinion
{:{u have firft advanced, and deduced from the

eight of an Uncia of a femilibralis AS, (Ducat.
Leod. p. 280. No. 4.) for thefe goo 4ffes neither
will agree with the Afes librales, for then their
Value would be too great, and oughtto be worth
half an Ounce of Silver; nor with the Sextamtarios
Affesy for then they would be alfo too little, and
be worth no more than 84. but well enough agree
with the 6 Ounce s, to which I have afcribed
them, and rated them at 13d. accordihg to their
weight, which if it were exaét, ought to be 144.
or the exa&t 4th Part of an Ounce Roman of Sil-
ver, which I Value at 45. 84. nejther more nor
lefs;  you ought therefore to prize-this Uncia, or
No. y. at an extraordinary Price, for its extraors
dinary Rarity, and upon which fo great and unex-
peied -3 Difcovery depends. T 7
' 0

™ This Errour could not be eafily altered, without changing the
Pages, and therefore the Aurhor [uffer'd it to pafs wncorrected,
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é"o Jbew the upreafonablenefs of Gronovius’s
Pag. Y7 Reflettions upon Conftantine 7be Grear,
Jor leffening the Aurei, or advancing the Value .
of Goldy I have wiade the following Suppofiti~

ons, Vii.

1ft, Suprrosing inthe Time of the Confulsat
Rome, the Gold bore the Proportion of one to ten:
of Silver, and 36 Aurei, under their Government,
coined out of one Pound of Gold, each Aureus
would weigh 8 Scruples, and Gold be, as is faid,
as 1 /. to 10/. of Silver, I mean Roman Pounds of
both, weighing of Enélifh Money §65. 6d. and
» but I omit the odd Six-pence to avoid

- Frattions. .

2dly, WHEN there were 42 furei coined out
of a Pound, fuppofing the 4urei to go at the Rate
they did, when there was. 36 in the Pound, the
Aurei ‘would be of the Weight of § Scruples,. and
the Proportign of Gpld to §ilver would be as one
tox2l2. " " ‘

3dly, We are certain that the Aurei were lef-
fened 'in, or before Nero’s Time, to 48 in a Pound,
and were valued each, as Zacitus and Swuetonius in-
forms us, at 100 H.§. which brings the Value of
Gold, in Refpe& of Silver, to be 4s 1, to 147 1.

Ir we fuppofe y4 Aureiin the Pound, and
th:tfllz;’ei yet to kgep; th’;ir former Value of being
reckon’d worth 100 H.S. (which isvery unlikely).
The Aure; will contain § ! Scruples, and 1 Pound
of Gold will amount to 16 % of Silver, this being
an Advance above -whaf? Confiantine raifed it to, 1s

F 4 ‘ to
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to be rejefted. And we are all along to fuppofi
that as the Aurei were leflened, their Value Eke—
wife leflcned, and we are certain of nothing in thi:
_Matter, but that the Aurei, either when 42 in the
Pound, or 48 in thePound, or at both Times thai
they were pafled and were reputed to be wortk
100. H. §. . which at 2d. a Piece, make 16s5. 84
. of our prefent Englifh Money. ‘
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Part of A ,
Werit to John Antfis, of the —Tem-
ple, Efq; which was to go thro

the Hands of Mr. Thoresby. Dated
May 4th, 1722. .

N aPaflage of Pliny, writing upon this,
(Subject De Re Nummaria lib. 33.¢.3.)
hedoes not only imply, but expreily
tells us the Contrary; where {peak-
ing of Gold, he has thefe Words:
. Aureus Nummus poft annos LXII. per-
cuffus et quam Argenteus, ita ut Scrupulum valeret
Sefterciis wicemis quod efficit ratione Sefterciorum qui
tunc erat H.S. DCCCC. This plainly thews that
the Seflercii, four of which make a Denarius, were
vaftly larger then they were at the Time when
Piiny writ his Book : That Plny was a Concife
Author, and therefore his Style in many Places
. difficult to be underftood, muit be allowed by all

.. that -

¢
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that read him in his own Language. And there:
fore I cannot but upon this Paflage obferve, that
ibmethil;:ﬁmuftbem&r&oodbythclkmder, which
is not , or plainly exprefled by the Auther: I
mean that Pliny muft take it for thas 3ll
the Romans, for whofe Information he co
his Hiftory, knew wecll eneugh how many Sgru-
ples were in a Roman Pound, and what Sum they
would mak«;_, when multiplied by 20, viz. §760.
This being {fuppofed, he makes no mention of that
Number, but ‘tells them (that they might take
the greater Notice of the Change between the
Seferces of former T'imes, and thofe of their own)
that what was Worth gy60 in his Age, were
fometime before, or in the firft Punick War com-
prifed, or contained within the Number of DCCCC
Sefierces 3 which, I fuppofe, he borrowed from
fome more ancient Writer. If therefore we divide
the firft Number g760 by the Second goo, we
fhall find the Quotent to be, if I am not miftaken,
6 3 of the modern Sefferces, when Pliny wrote his
Hiftory, and dedicated it to the Emperor Tzrus
Vefpafian, about the Ycar 831: Whereas the Sg-
flerces here fpoken of, muft neceffarily be coined
between the Year 48¢ and go2, in which the firft
Punick War was ended ; In which War the A4es
were reduced to two Ounce Affes: For accordi
to my Hypothefis, who fuppofe a change, as we
in the Denarii as the A4ffes, in-a Gradual, tho’ pof-
fibly not always in the fame Proportion: If the
Seflercii had been of the Value of two Pounds and
a half of Brafs, and the firft Denarii of two Ro-
.man Ounces to anfwer Ten of the Pound Afes;
" and a Sefferce, the 4th Part of .a Denarius, ‘qr half
an Ounce of Silver, that would Anfwer- twenty
eight Pence of our Englifp Moncy; which Mulltj-
Py

.
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by 900, makes 1oy Englifp Pounds; but of
%n;ound, confifting of y6 Shillings and bet-
1w, about 37 +; which would infer a far greater .
Diproportion between Gold and Silver, then can
mer' be imagined in the Roman State. We muft
turcfore feek out for fome leffer Sort of " dfes
tun the Librales, and Mr. Shoresty’s Coins furnithes
vwith one, Pa. 280, N. 5. notindeed in 2020 fed i%
wiibus, for it is a (a Stips Uncialis, or) an Uncia,
o 12th Part of an 4S5, which muft needs have an
& Semilibrakis, or of fix Ounces ; fo that there
night be 12 half Ouncesin the whole #S. There-
frc let us examine what Affes of half a Pound
vil arife to; and this, according to my former
Smpofirion of being the 4th Part of a Denarius,
weghing 4.5. 84. a Roman Ounce; the Sefferces
ought to be worth 15. 24. Now Multiply as be-
fie 900 Sefferces by 14.d. the Sum will exaltly
tle to g2 . 105. Englifp 3 which being again divi-
&d by §6 Shillings, (the Roman Pound) will give
1Quotient of 187. 2. .

S1ir,
Melfomby, May I remain
4h, 1722,
: your humble Servant _
William Smith.
Sin,

I requeft you, if you have any of the Aurei, late<
Y found in the f]) ftor’s Cheft in Iraly, you will
gve me the Number of the ‘Grans they;
(ontain, - . o :

' This
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This is all I fimd of the remaining Copy to Mr.
Anttis, wbich I met with when I [ought for tbdti
of Mr. Thoresby’s of the fame Date 5 but being n
near [even Years ago, I did not ar firft Underfiand i, i
wor much regard it : But after fome Confideration
ity I find that 181. 33 made the Palue of Gold and
Silver to be as ome to 18 $2; whereas, mofp Authirs
reckon it mo bigher, when firfk coined, then as ont
1y. Therefore I bave fince tried, and find that i
flead of reckoning 14.d. 20 the Sefterce reckon’d 11d.
st falls no bigher, the 14 %%; -but multiplying 900y |
12d. the Sum amounted to 10800 Pence, which ¢

ain divided by 240, the Pence contained in an Eng:
fifh Pound, the Quotient arifes to 45 1. Eﬁi
which 45 ). reduced to Shillings, made 9005 and thefe
900s. divided by §6, contained in & true Roman
Pound, gave 15 1. §s. which *bating the g s. is exal- |
&y 15 Tsmes more than one Pound of Sslver was 4|
that Time when Gold was firfp coined. ;

1 forefee that the Englifp Reader will be much fur- |
prizedy that I fbould [peak of any Pounds above 205
but then ke muft call to Mind, that I [peak wot of
Nominal, buz real Pounds; for a true Pound Troy -
of our Money, is no lefs than 62s. and a frye Roman
Pound egqual to 12 Ounces (or three Parts of an A-
voirdupois Pound), amounts to §6 Shillings ahd fome-
thing better of Englith Money.  And becaufe I would
make this difficult Subjedt as eafy as I éan to a Nwice
¥n.thefe Matters, I fball furtber acquaint him, thet
the latter Sum that I mwow pitch upany [uppofes the
Afles then in being were four Ounce Afles, .and thert-
fore coined at leaft before the End of the firft Punick
- War. To which Afertion, I forefeey it will be b+
Jeited, that thew it would ngt agree with the Time
when Gold was firft coined, faid to be 61 after Sil‘ve;:

: 0
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9 which I anfwer, that there is no Likelibood, that.
they that bad fo much Gold before the Gauls ook that
City, which was long_before their Coining of Silver,
fhould defer that of Geld to fo after : Befides fe-
weral Autbors, as Hotoman, Chiflcet, and otbers,
endeavour to make this appears from a Pafage in
Livy, that Gold twas coined before the Year of the
City 547 5 becaufe Livy tells us, in the Year v43. Lib,
6. ch. 36. that in that Year Laevinus, then Conful,
gove this *Advice, Aurum Argentum s fignatum
Senatores Craftina die in publicum conferamus ;
which the Semate affented to, and was done according-
: Which agrees with an Account I received after
the Writing of this Letter, to be met with in Mon-
fieur Eifen{chmid’s Preface to bis Difcourfe, De Pon~

“deribus & Menfuris ; where be informsus, of Affes of

120unces, © Ouncesy 8, 7, 6 4, which are fiill to be
met with in the Cabinets of the Noble Men ¢ France,

. ond not many after cither of 2 or 1 Ounce Weight,
o remaining to be met with in France. ‘

I have now copied a 3d Letter of Mr. Thoresty’s
dted the 3oth of May, and alfo the Letter dat
June the 13th, 1722, becaufe it makes Way for a
third Letter of my own alfo, by reafon of the par-
ticwlar Account it gives of the feveral and different
Weights of the AJes, found in the Earl of Pem-
boke's invalusble Collections, in which one is of
the Weight of ten Pounds, another of /. another
of eight Ounces, of which their Hiftorians are fi-
knt; and fome Denarii that were of thofe that
weighed 62 Grains, and fome other double of them
dfo, as will appear by the following Letter it felf
here fubjoyned, and principally for the Sake of
what is here ‘repeated.

Leeds,
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Leeds, May 30. 1722,

Reverend S1r, v

: QU have very much obliged me
by your laft inftruétive learn-
ed Eyifﬂc, particularly your ex-
feripta from Greaves, de Romam
W Denario, which I have entred in

W the Margent of my #alker, with

'. Reference to your Letter of fuch
a Date; Having never feen Gresves. But by the
Way, I think your Caution, Pag. 16. very nccef-
fay, leaft fome {’lagiary thould pretend to the Glo-
?' of your great Ingenuity and Induftry ; ‘But tho’
queftion not in the leaft your Nephew’s Care in
that Affair, yet may I prefume to requeft, that
you would revife an .pubfiih it in your own Life-
- -time. 'The little, the very little Skill I have in
thefe Matters chiefly relate to the Infcriptions ;
“but as I have given you the Weights of all the De-
narii gou requefted in this Mufeum, together with
the Grecian Silver and the Roman Brafs Monies
before the Imperial; fo 1 fhall ufe my Intereft with
my Friends in the South, efpecially for the Aurei.
I have fent yours to Mr. Anflis l:{ a private
Hand, not knowing whether it would be Fanicd
to him at this Jun&ture. I thall write to Sir Hans
Sloane, who has a moft noble Colleétion ;5 which I
recommended to the View of Bifhop Nicolfon, who
in return writes, he was furprized with it; And
that it exceeded thofe of moft of the Foreign Prin-
ces in Germany, tho’ fo much celebrated by 'lll‘ra-
' vellers.

o
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vellers. I ox;lg ftay for an Account of the terrible
Effeéts of afad thunder Shower near Halifax, which
has caft down Part of Repponden Chapel, tore up
the Corps out of their Graves, and drowned 7 out
of 8 in one Family, none faved but a Boy who is
diftratted at prefent, upon the Sight of his Fa-
ther’s Brains, dafhed out by the Fall of the Houfe.
Things of this Nature are generall 'ag%ravated.
But T have writ to 2 Gentleman in thofe Parts for”
an ‘Account that may be depended upon. '
" As to my own Coins, the éntire Roman A8,
No. 1ft, feems not in the leaft diminifhed. No. 8.
the Letter V not inverted, but couched betwixt
the Aand I, in N N I. "(I think there is a Mis
ftake in the like aforegoing.) This is all as I re-
member, that you defire further Information in as
tomy own: Only I'would beg the Favour to keep
the Copy of yours to Mr. Anfiis, there being ma-
ny Paflages in it that I knew not, yet are for the
onour of your Relations. I cannot poffibly have
Leifure at this Junéture to Copy it; Byt am in all
that lies in my Power, .

Dear Sir,

_ Leeds, May Your obliged bumbic Servant,
the 39:{1 1722, .

Ralph Thoresby.

POSTSCRIPT.

- o Dated Fune 13, 1722,
O UR Nephew was fo Kind as to call of me,
but I hacf not then had Leifure thoroughly

to confider your learned large Letter. I have fince

wrote
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wrote to Sir Hans Slane for the Weight of fuck
Aurei, as are in his noble Mufeum ; Buttho’ I have
waited a Fortnight, have not reccived any Reply
this time of the Year they arc frequently at thei
Country Seats; But it has had this %ood Effect
that I have fince difcovered in my Diary, 4
1701, what the celebrated Earl of Pembroke ac:

uainted me with, when he thewed me his invalu;

le Colle&tion of Medals, amongft which was :
Roman 4§ of a Pound weight, he has fince pro-
curcd one of five Pound Weight, as I remember,
(but I am not yet come at that Volume in the Re-
view of my Diary). His Lordfhip thewed me al-
fo one of cighltngunccs 3 which he faid their owr
Hiftorians are filent of. They were afterwards re-
duced to two Ounces, and in Conclufion to on¢
Ounce, -and at laft to half an Ounce. The Refl
rclates chiefly to the Infcriptions upon the Brafs
Monies; but as to the Silver Denarii, his Excel-
lency fhewed me not only Variety of the fingle
ones, with the Quinarius’s; but fome double De-
warss, and the double of them again, or Silver Ma-
dations, originally of that Worth and Weight of
our Denariys’s; But now invaluable; and fuch as 1
confels I never faw before or fince; this being a-
bove 20 Years ago, “was quite out of my Head,
’till in a Review of my Journals this very Week, F
_very opportuncly- met with it, before the Letter
- was fent to ‘'your Nephew. Enquiring Yefterday
of the Market People, I was told, your Nephew
(who poffibly might call in my Abfence, and the
Servant might neglet to tell me) was now with

you at Melfonby, fo-that I {end it by the Poft.

Leeds, 13 Fune, I cane«
'1722, ‘

a
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1 cannot Be poﬁtwe bow this M ﬂa&e in Mr. Tho- .
tsby’s Letter happen'd 5 but this is certainy that what *
in bis Letter is called No. the 8thy which [peaks of
the V. belongs to Number the 7th and what follows
ofter, comcerning the A and 1, in N N I, ‘relates to
Nimber the oth, Page276, and tbe V, or Q_uman-.
uwto Page 281.

AU

-6 Mel-
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Melfonby, W ednefday Afternoon, Fuly 25¢h, 171.:.’?

Worthy SiRr, - S :
HEN I writ to you laft, it was chief-

ly to eafe you of that Trouble I had

before endeavour'd to engage you in,

for procuring me the heavieft Weight

you could be informed of, from any

- of your Friends, that the ##ick Drach-

. me, or Roman Denarii had been coined at; refolv-
. ing now to acquiefce in thofe feveral Accounts I
have met with, as to this Matter, upon my peru-
fal of Dr. Bernard's Book De Menfuris & Ponderi-
bus.

A ND becaufe T had formerly given ‘yog .an' Al-
lowance to -communicate the Conjettures I had
fometime ago fm;tﬂyou’ to whom foever you thought
fitting, that would give themfelves the Trouble of

erufing them: 1 now defire you to refpite thar .
mncc for fometime, ’till I have added fome Re-
plics to thofe Objections I lﬁ‘m would be made

‘ :‘a?ainﬂ: them at the firft ing; as likewife to
ftrengthen my Arguments withfome farther Proofs,

" not newly come to my “Hand, but fo long ago,
that I hag almoft forgotten them.

- Tnae- greateft Objettiori that I forefaw could
be made againft my Interpretation of the Paflage
in Pliny, Lib. 33. ¢c. 3. concerning the Value of
Gold at its firft Coinage at Rome, being cftimated
every Scruple at 20 Sefferces, and yet the wholc
Number of Sefierces ahounted to no more than

' 900 M.
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900" H. §."which ‘moft former Authors thought
was- 2’ grofs Miftake, and fhould have been read
§760 5. and that this could not be reconciled by com-
puting the Sefferces 4t a greater Value-and Weight
than' they were at laft-coined at, by Vertue of the
Expreffion in Pliny, Ratiine Sefterciorum qui tunc e~
rant: - Becaufe thit Gold was not coined, as Pliny
writes, ’till 62 Years after Silver, and Silver not
being coin’d *ill Ao Urbis 484, ot 48y, the Coin-
'of ‘Gold would fall in with the Year y46,
when -the Sefferces,- by nlxz own Account, were
fallen to"the loweft Ebb, it the Papyrian Law fol-
“lowed wpon the Heels of the Redudtion, under Fab.
Maxwimis’s Dictatorthip ; 'and by which laft, Pliny
makes' his cftimate; when he affigns 20 H. §. te
each Scruple, and {0 siakes 2 Pound of Gold equal
to 7606 H. §. Now if the Seflerces were brought
to their ‘loweft Value before Gold was coined, then
that Place in Pliny muft be corrupted, and no ftrefs -
at all to. be laid uwpon it. I formerly had nothing
10 oppofe to this Objettion, but Mr. #alker’s Aus
thonity, ¢ Pag. the 6th, §. XI. wherche fays, LXII
. % Years after the Coimage of Silver; that is, Ao--
% Urbis 546, (tho' Phny, in another Place, faith
“ it-was, and it is‘more probable it thould be on- -
 “ly XTI Ac Urbis 496.) they began to ftamp
“ Gold.” But ke neither cites the Place, nor can
I upon the niceft Search mreet with it. -

MR. Brefewoody in-his Book De ponderibus (3
pretiis veterum nummorsm, p. 324 fays thus, Adurum
dewique fignatum Rome primum fuit. Ao- LXIL. (nam
Jic repomi debet) poft percuffum argemtum; which im-
l’)llzz, at leaft, theéfe wias a various Reading of this

e. But I was long 'before I could find either
fach a Reading, - or fuch- an Opinion, ’till I met
with it in Hotomen, who treating upen that Pafl- -

G2 -

age .



84-  Several LE/RTERS

age of Phw, kib.33. ¢.3. g s p- 338 Khat he
?:gonceives the .Reading LXIJ, 'to be zfllf}y_zpyt, for
XI1annum, Andhecayfe fuch an Eqendation wanted
fomething to-gonfirm it, he proves’that theygpm-
amon Reading cannot_be truej  becaule, fope Y ears
before, there is a Paflage in-Livyyithap i§ ingonfift-
ent with ity Liwyy lib. 26..cap3 36 Whexs We macct
with thefe: Words, duram egentum #s. fignaiyne
omne Senatores craftine die in. publicum conferamus: bas
Forum amne aurumy argentum £5 Signatym 4G iywviros
menfurios extemplod(e{’ermw nullo ante Senafuliomluito
fato, which was.done accordingly.. \Naw though
this happen’d but 3 or 4 Yearsbefoseithe.dymmy L bis,
mwhicﬁgliny fixesit y yet,ib:firft provestharGold
had been then coined at Rome, 3nd how Jong hefore,
we know not;- but it.is very uplikely,. thatowhen
once they had coined Silvery, in, a\few Ygaxs
magde fo, many .V atiations- in.ithg!,\¥ eight.iof \Brafs
- Money, and brought it to the. lowefy /s, thay e~
ves, were; that then, and not heforej they, fhould
begin to coin Gold; or Phiyytakking: of the A. S.
gus i semporis non, whenybothythe Frft 5 infh
.Valug of the Seffercii were afl;.ovpr, -before this «fr-
#um LXII eypr, commencedy or” came. in :Play
- thus’ far in anfwering, that Objetion : - The farsher
coroborating Proof; that the Deparii sweye coined
at firlt gt a greater Weight than either-thofe of
the Confylaresy .or Lsfarienfosy: which are now ufue
allymet with ate found to carry, 'is borrowed from
Arifotle, Diod. Sicylas & Pojluxs.-all which, fo.dee
fcribe the Sicilign Decalitrom, -from, whence the Ro-
mans "have borrowed their. Degarius, that being a
Silver Money, it was in Valye.the fame with ten’
Libre, or Poungdsj of Brafs.; and that thefe, ten
Libre in Silver were valued: at. a- Corinthiap,: or
Agean Obaluss and that 6.0f thel¢ ten Oboli made,
‘ ) or



¢ De’ Re Nanimuria, - ° 85
or were equal to ten Arick Obokii This is the.
bweft. Computition, as Salmafius has’ adjufted it,
. 2. . de ufuris, pag. 247. So.that a Decalitron Si-"

- wlum was of worth, wanting one Obolus, and the.
third Part of another, to threec A#tick Drams, or
about twenty dne Pence. But Dr. Berizley thews,
that tho’ this Matter is twice fpoke of by Ariftotle,
yet it is with fome difference in Valuation, and in
the largeft Computation will make four sick

or half an Ounce Roémn..i; I have :n%t Dr.
Bentéey—upon Phalaris’s- Bpittles -by- me, my. -
Collections being made a-%:’)zc.n YZalrs ago, I canz
net well either Read or Underftand them, ’till I .
have a new Infpetion of that Author: Inthe mean
Time, 4nd ’till I receive my Books from London, I

. muft reft in fufpence, gnd~hope you will pardon

what I write in hafteg®and ¢ame not to the Know-
ledge of ’till this Mprriing ; nor ’till the Afternoon

of my Coufin’s m;ﬁed ourney Homeward before
Night, which‘théréfore leaves me ne more ‘Time,

than to fubfcriie my felf, ‘
: .':A.:-',- yom- cver faithfyl .
| K { ';. B ‘ aml 0.,52"89& Servant
"% William Smith.
v

A}

To the different Afles .mentioned® before in the Earl of Pem-
broke’s Collections, and the three Sorts of Dénarii alfo; Imighe
4dd what I met with in Mr. Eifen{chmid’s Book De Ponderibus,
printed at Strasbourg, A° 1708, who gives feveral different Weights
of Afles, almoft from 12 Ounces to half aw Ounce: But I have
nw 'ff r 48, leaft cannot find that Book, tho® [ought for with
all DiligeRce inIny Study ; Nor bad I perufed the ingenions Book
%rote by the late Bifhop HooPER, of his Enguiry into the

: State
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State of Anciewt Meafures : * It not coming to my Hand *4ll forne
Time after 1had fent the foregoing Letters'to Mr. Thoresby,
And now my Memory [o much f4its me, that I have much ado
_to underfiand what I my [eif have formerly written. or colls-

e, ) |

Feb, 2d, 1727, .v : : Wdham Smith,
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To (D" George Hooper) Bifbop of
 Bath and Wells. e e

L]
December 3, 1723,

SHESE Lines, (as I fuppofe many others:

@ will) prefent thcmfelggso to youz Lord-
@8 thip to acknowledge the great Fa-
3 vour, Honour, and fit your Lord-
gt thip has done thie whole Nation, in
ithing your moft learned and fa-
gacious Enquiries into the State ‘of the ancient Mea-
fires both %gagn and Domefiick. But perhaps your
Lordfhip may think it a great Prefumption in a
Perfon wholly unknown to your Lordthip, and the
World, to imitate others og more worth and émi-
kncy, in venturing upon fuch a congratulatory -

I find it therefore become neceffary-to me, to -
“quaint your Lordthip with the Jnducements that
 me to it; which were of a Double Nature :
The firft relating to my /elf, the fecond relating to
four Lordfbip’s moft excellent Treatife; In thefor-
Ter I thall be as Brief as poflibly I maz}; but as
© the latter I muft crave ledve to' writé fomething
more ag ]arge. . ' : ﬂ:

11ty
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1ft, As to my’felf, I had my Education, and
fpent moft of my Life at Oxford, 4s Fellow of
. UnNiversiTY CoLLEeGE; in which. Place
after Mr. Obadiah Walker’s Removal, T had the
.Opportunity, by the Favour of his Succeflors, tc
inl[;c&: all the, Archives in their Treafury; and tc
learn from thence the Rife, or Original:of that So-
A cic;y (vulgarly, but falfly, attributed to King A/
fred,) chiefly that I might fec what Legacy wasbe:
‘queathed by #illiam of Dirbam to the UN1VER:
s1TY3. what Houfes and Lands were pufchafec
therewith; what Orders.and Settlements made by
"them ; what Salaries appointed to the Fellows,
and the like; which introductory Knowledge, and
our Dependance on the UNIVERSsITY as-ow
‘Pifitors (I mean the Comvocation, who made ow
Statutes, -and not the Do&ors of Divinity and Pro-
€ors, which are only a fubordinate Delegacy for
fome private Purpofes, but the laft refult to Conve
cation, as ultimate Vifitors) gained me admittancc
to the Perufal of ajl the UN1vERSI T Y Archive
in Turrve Stolarum &3 mufeis Aflimolianis £ W odianis,
befides the Manuferipts in the Publick Library;
from whence, and our Englith Hiftories, I had be-
fore my Nominationto thisReéory (by the Co L
LEGE) A° 1705, drawn together a larger Col
" lettion of Rates, Prices, Salariesy Wages, &c. than wa:
_. fhortly- after. publithed by the ingenious - Author
of the Ghromcon pretiorum; and from.'a Hint of
whom (in Pag. the 8th of the fame Book) how
acceptable an’ Undertaking it would ‘have been.
“had anz done the like out of the Greek and Romar
. Clafficks; which Defe& I have, fince my Reniova
to this Place, ' endeavoured at my Leifure to fup:
plys and have gathered 4 Colleétion of 'Adver/arit
on that Subjet, now fwelled joto feveral Volutlr;?s li
L S S whicl
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which my Age- (74 Currant), andother Infirmities
both of Body -and "“Minsd, will not permit:-me to
mnferibe-and methodize ; But 1 purpofe todevolve
that Province upen-a Nepbew of mine, of both m
Names, bred at##fminfter,and tranflated thence by
Bithop Atterbury, When Dean there, to Chrifi-Church
in Oxford ; but forfeited his Place thertly after for
not taking the Oaths to King George, and now 3t
laft is reconciled again to the Church and Govern-
ment 3 and -at préfent, School-mafter at' Bedale (a-
bout half a fcore Miles diftant from-my prefent Be-
nefice, but fince 6f Kirby Ravenfiworth, iles from
this Place) and for whofe better Inftruction I have,
in fome Meafure took upon ine to- write t6 your
Lordfhip upon this Occafion. : =
Bu r 2dly, The main Reafon of this Addrefs has
a neaver -Regard to your Lordfhip’s moft elaborate
and accurate Treatife; whicki in my Retirement
was long before I Reard of,:and much longer be-
fore T could procureit, it not being to be %f)ught
at York, and very fcarce and dear at London; occas
fioned, as I fuppole; from the Paucity of Copies;
But afloon asIgot it, I'read it‘over and over with
great- Satisfaction and Delight'; and no lefs Admiry-
tion of the Evidence of moft- of the Principles your
Lordthip proceeds upon, -and the large Compaf§'of
Thm%ht, and Firmnefs of Ingenuify, with which
your Lordthip draws Conclufions from them. Whi¢h
makes me expect that your Lordthip will fudden-
ly be folicited to- permit a 2d Impreflion,” which
that it may be done with thofe Advantages that
would make it excted the foriner; I b a!i;eaver to
lay the following: Obfervations in your Lordthip’s
iew, which poffibly may contribute to fome Im-
rqvement in a new Edition, and that both 'to the
chﬁxlncfsandBcautyofitalfoa' CoL e
_— ' Axn
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- AxDp 1fty as to the Beauty. of it, the wantofa
Runging Title feems a Blemifh to -it, and the fame
Woant has difgraced both the firft and 2d . Edition
of Archbithop Laud’s Conference, €Fc. which has
no Title, but barely the Number of Pages prefix-

ed on the Top of them: = » |
2dly, To render your Lordfhip’s Book moreufe-
ful, it ought to have had the .BO O K, or PARY
the 1ft, Chap. the.1it, and Seétion the 11t, addedto
i? and changed as the Treatife went on; the Ne-
glect of which, has caufed me, and will create o
thers a great deal of Labour to find out the Quo-
~ tations your Lordfhip makes.from one Place toan-
.other; a Deficiency I have met with (whilft Iwas
writing this Letter) in Dr. Hakewell’s Apology 3
which tho’ it has the four Books noted at theTop
of the Pages, yet wanting the Chapters apd Sett-
ons, when I would have confultcdP the Additions,
mentioned at the End of his 2d Edition, I was very
long before I could find them. ) T
. i y, Tho’ I queftion not but your Lordfhip’s
"Tables will be very acceptable to-all Perfons that
have any Infight into the noble Study of the M-
thematicks; yet to many Gentlemen, and fome of
the Clergy, {dwbt;hul rance in many Places
will them unintelligible ; and which had beca
eafier underftood, if the Tables had been carried on
.to the Decimal Number, and that Decimal Num-
%cr alfo at rct&t:dEnd of them, ‘or fo‘éne-followm
¢, ex *in Englifp Pounds, Shillings,
Pcaﬁcc_:, w‘;xich as to ?Sg;eﬁer:es, Minas, and Talens
might have been multiplied into Cds. and Mds. with-
out a.ng great Labour or. Difficulty to thofe that
knew but Arithmetick, without any'S
in' Fractions and Decimals, which it is not every
Man’s Happinefs to underftand, . .
i ' o 4ghln
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* 4thly, Thm feenis to be an Omxﬂion in quo:-.
ing Authors, and ne%ce&mg to dglwe Notice where
thofe; Paﬂ'agcs are to be met with in them. Your

quotes Pillalpandus (1 have forgot the
Place erc) about thc Weight of a Talent; but.
tho’ I'have that Book, and confulted the Index to’
it, -yet I could dot- find the Place your Lordthip
referred tos The like I might fay cor the
dtick Stater, mentioned Pag. 106. in your Lord-
fhip’s Book, .and Page 145 in.Mr. Esfenfchmid’s 3
but your %not noted the Place, norcan
it be found as to by the other moﬂ' excel-
lent and concife Author, hc placing it &b. 10. Con-
trov. Mores, {5c. when as it 15 not to be met with
" in the Index of Gromevius’s Edition of Semeca, but
yet. may be found-Comtrov. Jib. 5. Controv. 304. mibi
pag. 313. And if the M will not admit the
Qlotatxons at large, fuch Notes may be convenient-
ly caft into the Bottom of the Pages.

thly, Altho’ your Lordthip® sContentsma

defign’d to render ah Index unneceffary to

mflmt Memories; yet where thefe are wantx

one would find out what they feek for f}

an Iwdex is very:commodious and ufeful, as I
both in Gromoviws, Dr. Berhml and Mr. E:-
- Jonfehamid’s, E9¢c. Treatifes. ‘
Bur all that I have hitherto mentioned, or thoft
of it .is  chiefly to be laid at the Bookfe % Door,
who’ thould have informed or cnfulted your Lord-
thip. about fome of them, before the Copy was fent
to the Prefs; but as to an Index, it js ufually made
after moft .of the Sheets have been prmtcd off; and
cannot be well done before, except in fuch Books'
 your Lordfhip’s is, which might be made by
Book., Chapter , and Seétien, before it go to- the
PteCs; -and wluch, without Alteratxon, wouldkrvc
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all Edmons, Latm, or Enghfh that ﬂlou]dbemad
afterwards. . '
I come now: in" the laft: Place, bu.t with th
E‘mteﬂ: Deference and Submiffien- to ‘offer; to ‘you
Yordthip two otfes Confidenutions. ﬂ:mg |
" -T ueE 1ft, concerning your: ip’s. th
Esnbean Talent, = equaF zo the: Atm-k: The 2d ii
Relation to that vift and immenfe Price, whicl
* your Lordthip feems to allow, to' have been in an:
cient Times, between the Value of Silver, andnlm
Value of Brafs, as well before the :Roman Coi
as afterwards. -As a difinterefted Perfon: E vnly
doubt of the Truth of the firft S fitions" bun
as one engaged in another s, it-behove
me altogether to diffent . from- clatter R
AN 1ty for the Euboic, or Eubean Talent, up-
on which your Lordthip l“m‘;‘cmls many Pagesj tho'
_indeed I think your Lo ’s Poﬁuon want$ not
fo doubtful an Argumcnt to malte it good; our
other Proofs againtt the Fewif: Triditions' emg
fully fufficient and unanfwerable.. I further con-
ceive alfo, that your Lordthip, and.thofe ‘otherAu-
thors that hold the -fame 1hson, have whdlly
borrowed it from a fingle Paffage in Herodotus,
ating the Difference between . the Babylonifp. and
: Eubean Talent to be as' 70 to 60; without examin-
ing that ‘Author’s Calculations:any further 5 whxch
feems: not altegether confiftent with it; wtnch
fuppofing they were, your Lordihip, and foweAu-
thors, do notfeem wholly to relie upon it. - Your
Lordthip hav%ng’wm us three different Propom-
ons borrowed: three noted Hiftorians.:: Xmo-
phen afligning - the Difference to be ¢, Alanas’ 7,
and Herodotus. to ¢, the greateft of thch, I-think,
comes as near the: Truth, as cither of the other.
Not to mention: thatldo not’ wcll under(wndLyor‘lfr
o -

_ 4 a1
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Lordfhip!s Value;.nor Mr. Eifenfdbmid’s of the At-
tick Tkt : he as 1 take it, mdking:it equal to 22y
Englifh’ Pounds ;- youk Lordthip' fometimes affign-
ing #x_4t) 2204 withi 2Fraftion, a5 in Page 62, and
in anothiér Place," thaty or the Roman Talent at 2021.
vith.2: lefler Fra&ions But I find Dr. Berward va-
rics fromhimfel, Writing thus, pag.-174. No. 88.
talestgams . Babylonicum: &8 Euboicums 50 mine Euboice,
72 minee Articey.. 7200 draftime Aitice s But Pag.
185. No. 62. Zalewum:Euboicum 7000 denaris, 4500
Chrifisphori Afid,' Fa‘ﬁm’ Corretless. v. pondo 721%,
whieh - Paffages: 1 ! irreconcileable ; for 7o0b
Drnaris- %, make 8y>Roman Pounds and more ; if it -
be meant: «of any other Pound; . pondo, iriftead of /ibra,

toa Ml.ﬂ.'tic ;" Villaipandus ini the Reman League
th Antiochus; p. 371.Vol. 3. States the Astick Ta-
imt .at che'ufual Rate ;- but conceives itbrought down
by the Favour of 'the:Sepate to 6720 Reman Denarii
or 80" Roman Pounds, which amounts tbabout 2247.
Taese Differences: direfted she, in” Reading
your : Lord{lip's-Book, to look more narrowly in-
- to what Herodetus has rwrit about -Darius’s Tri-
butes, related by him ;and I there found, though
they are. not Niimber'd agp. by that Hiftorian, that
the’ nineteen Portions of Tribute irr Silver, recited
by that Author, reckaning the fourth (as:I fuppoft
was intended ) by 360, end not oo Talents Bady
lomifliy, the Total amounted to 7606 of: thofe Ta-
lents:. And to-find what;?qy axhéunté;ll tic)) 1}1 our
Money,.-¢( which was one of my principal' Defi
I dil:{t by .the Sumr-of 208% y owddptd an, Agt?iig
Talent, -which is near:167. at leaft more than ei-
ther 1. Hakewell, or Bithop Godwin computes that
at; .and which likewife; for the greater Eafe of
teckoning. without . Brattions, reduces the Roman
Denargé ta 8 4. and the Seflerces to.2d. of our Mo~
. - © ney
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ncy; and makes m Compntation to 'fall in wit]
g tho’ 'calcu{zted from_ different Qunces o
ounds, ( his from the Trop Weight, and rhine fion

the ancient Roman) three of his Aurei (by whicl
moft Foreigners that have wri¢ D&RaNmmrza

. adjuft the Moncy hcg mqntxon) fall i’ exactly

and concur with qur Englifb Pound now curran
amongft us. -According thercfore.to Heradotus®,
Propomons,orasI{h d have rather faid, ‘accor-
ding to Xemophon’s, . I multiplyed the 7600. Bazylo-
nij Talents by. 250/. and the Quotient. came to
1900000 J. which divided by Heradotus's firft Num-

- ber of Euboic Talcnts, viz. D540 ﬁ"V: tbcach Ta-

lent near 2001, viz. 199). 448

Frattions, whnchlknowmtwellhowtommge, I
multiplyed the 4680 Ewbois- Talents (that arofe
from thc Gold. mul tiplyed by: 13, a certain Sum )
by 200l I found the Quotient to be-g936000 Z

which to the forc- Sum 1900000 #,
made 2836000/, and dividi 'Foml by Hero-
dotus’s Total of 14 1{60 Euboic a.lcnts, I found they
rofe no higher than 194/, 13}¢e.

Bur compuungbyaBabyhm/b Talent of a lef-
fer Size, viz. 3, or at 2347.-65. Bd. I found thé

. Total of7600 Talents to. arifc no higher-than

1780933, which divided as before, gave only a
Quyotient of 186 /. 341, by which Quotient, ‘omit-
the Fra&ions, multplying the 4680 Eudoic

T ents; that Multiplication; with the sext
came to 2651413 /. which divided by[{,.
mbtms Total 14560, gave buc 18217 342 :
. FiNDINg therefore that neither of thefe Cal-
culations made the Value of the Ewboiv Talents a-

t to find whence thefe Differences atofe; and
at laft difcoverad that the o54a Exboic Talents, join-

g:le, the firft Quotient with the fecond, I caft a-

ed
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dwith the 4680, did not make 14560 Takuss,
'nwmﬁ‘}w Talents. ' S
. Iwent to work again, and dividing the laft Sum

iog33 2. by the new Sum of 9880 Euboic Talentsy

lbad the Quoticht arife no higher thad 180/.
#,and then omitting the szho‘?n,' and maltid
tmg the 4680 Tademss by 1Bol. the two great

s put. rogether, amounted to 2623333 L and di~
e by 14;60;:-tixa Quotient was as before 180 /.
#, which plainly fhewed that there was i’ Mi--

Wein Herodotus himfelf, and thit his Computd-
s could neither agree with theFruth, nor with
% another ; an Errour, as I think, .overlooked
Y Budens, but afterward, .as-L fince find, difco-
by Agricols, pag. 296. 1.:18: Which poflibly’
turLordfhip’s. great Accutehefs ahd Capacity may:
l2 Method to reifie, tho' others before. have
ter yet attempeed it with any Succels. - -
Ibave alfo mow,’ on the other Hand, confulted
bw the Exboi Talent was ‘ftated by former Wi~
T who reckon it at a lower Rate than your
lndthip: And I find ‘Budens, after a very dark
m&Mahod, to have fixed i, as far asIcan
thand him, by my Notes formerly taken out
fhim," (for at prefoat 1 have fent the Book to,

:Y Nephew ) at §667, a Drackma and two Obaliy

deg amongft other Writers, ) by Remerus Budelins,

¥ith his own two Books on this Subjeét) at Co-

In 490 (1591, pag. 622) at an irick Talent,
three AMine

" and 3 of a 4th, about 189/

;‘mi Agricola, p.296, computes it at 76 Mine -

“aand 3 of a Mina, 1881, 135. 4d. Barth Be~

“ms, a Profeflor at Laca, printed-theré-in 8wvo.

"M, ‘and reprinted at Leipficy, Ao 1714, gives it
" bigher Valoe “than 49 A{,me But 1 dothn&
: : i

"dout 1887 18s. 2d. r. Coverruvias (as pub«’
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think this Gentlelan well' verfed in this :Stwly,
who has writ in an Alphabctxca.l ‘Method, for
Information of young Students,.. as. Geo. . Hencfekixs,
a Gexman Profeffor, hﬁddonc, and that more
ingly about a Hundred Years: hcforc, viz. Aguﬁc
de‘lt Ao ‘606' e,
~Bwvr I chiefly relic onthe. Acmunt bortowed
from Feftus,-in the {everal Words Exboicsem and T
lentum ;, in the laft hei fays, A: Rbodiaw, or Giffhe
rui Talent, :contained 4500 Romen Pence, or three
4th Parts, if I.iay fo-call themt of a Rowan Ta
lent; :and fo confequently. of. ‘600 - Six-pences of
our Money. - And:in the formet’ Euboicam, hefays,
- That Talent confifted of 7500 Giffopborum, which
ive ‘ewadtly to fuchia Talenr 1877 10s.  And
ﬁkenc I 'muft Reft ’till .further. m{tm&ed by your
Lordfhip’s Inforination. s
I purpofed in. the-next Plaze. to, have procceduil
to,my fecond Gdnfideration, -copeerni the anci-
eat-Proportion-bétwitt Silver:and Brafs > B this ||
Letter has already-extehded it - felf- be: ond iv’s jut
Eounds,hand thnrefone I ﬂll)all leaye’ that &m 0 |
me ether O pommity €gging your $ |
Pardon for allpBlundm -in this In.gtt};r and cmvmgll
yQWf{Afordﬂup s Bleﬂing, and Ln:encc ta fubfcnbc
my fe : .

|

|

. . |

From Melfonb Z yaur L'OR.-I‘)SHIP’S o A
; Pl o

|

betwixt Ric L
ntion. Dagem, . §ed8 ddminér
3d. .
. 3G 1723 : aml infimitely obliged,
- 1f your Lordfip &vours
mewithan Anfwer, it comes - aﬁd bxmble Sef'ﬂdﬂfa

fafeft and {peedyeft,if dire@-
¢d to me at Melfonby near

Darlingten, inthe Count of . *11S '”,
Durbam.. - 7 L Wllham Slm
- Somb
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Some Errours, or Omiffions not mentioned in bis Lord- .
Soip’sErrata.  P.111. l.14. T think 45 fbould be §y.
p-124. 1.8. after Lib.22. add Cap.23. p.127. l.21.
after obferved, add Lib. 1. Cap. 4. p. 127. L. 13. for
Hoftilus Thullius, 7. Tullius Servius. p. 139. L 14,
Quere if for Parvo it fbould not be read Patrio. p.
152 I the laft, Quere if for 6 Foot it fhould not be
6 Inches: 235.J-30. 2 Part, the Chap. before §. 1
is omitted. p. 151y for §755. 1. §77.  P. 307, fays,
#wo Cheenixs awere worth 30 Oboli; and the mext
Page [ays, one Cheenix was worth 3 Attick Drams,
which if true, it wokld make 2 Choenixs be worth 36
Oboli:. De hoc ideo Quare. * :
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i

Reverend Sir,

% Y Lord Bithop of Bathand Wells
! commanded me to acquaint you,
that he received your Letter;

fl and to return you Thanks for

our Curious Examindfion of.

{l his Book; which, he fags, you

] thould not have been put to fo
_ . much Trouble in procuring, had
he known you to have been fo nice and elaborate
. an Enquirer into ANTiQuiTY. His Lordthip’s
Book was indeed very {carce, and very dear, occa-
fioned by the fmall Number of Copics he permit-
ted to be Printed, which were not above 200 in
the Whole; and no mort than half of them for

Sale. : L

T 1 e .Obfervations you have made upon the De-
fects in it, are almoft the very fame his Lordthip
made upon a Perufal of it, fince it was publifhed ;
but his Lordihip defires you to confider, that this
- Edition of it was defigned more for Examination,
: g , » thar



&
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than for Ufe. If ever there is'a new Impreffion he
will have thefe Defeéts amended, together with the
Errata that were caufed by the Printer, Tranfcric
ber, Fc. as far as they are difcovered by him-and
others. His Lordfhip fuppofes he may have Oc-
cafion to-communicate fome Papers to " you,. for
which Reafon he defires you to inform me, what
* Correfpondent you. hgve. in London, by whom he
may convey -them fafely to your Hands. I have
.by his’ Lordfhip’s Order looked into that Paflage
of Herodotus quoted in his Book, but cannot . find
_any Way to make the Numbers agree, Iam -

Reverend SIR,
At the Palace a¢ ¢ Your mofp ‘Obedient
Wells, Jan. 18, | - - . )
1723, o . Humble Servant. .

o T.jv .Weﬁley;,

H » M
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Melfonby, Fan. a7th, 3723

A Se;o’n& | :
LETTER
To the Lord Bifbop of Bath and Wells.

May it pleafe your LORD SHIP,

D give me leave, after a long fit

of the Gout in my Hand, that

difinabled me to write, to con-

tinue my former Letter, and fo

roceed to my fecond Article :

hich was to confider the vaft

i Difproportion your Lordthip al-

lows to have fome 'IPuncbeen etwixt Gold, Sil-
ver, and Brafs, in Order to confirm an ingenious
Explication of-a fingle Paflage in Homer, concern-
ing a {mall Talent of Gold, fuppofed not to exceed
the Wcigdl}lt; of three Awrei, or fix ?rmcbw. For
our Lordfhip, Page 130, aﬂ?ns thefe Proportions
¥ollowing ivig. -Tigat asPoun of Gold wag0 worth
a hundred of Silver, and a Silver Pound a thoufand
of Brafs: Which Sl;ggoﬁtion admitted, and com-
puting Brafs at the Rate it along Time went for
at Rome, and does now bear in England, the thou-
fand Pounds of Gold, which the Romans agreed to
:psy the Gauls for the Ranfom of the Capitol, will
e : : - amount
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amount to no lefs than five Millions of our, prefent
Coins" too prodigious a Weealth to be found ‘in a-
ny City of Jtaly at that Time, cither in ready Mo~
ney, or any other fingle Commodity whatfoever :
much lefs there, when the City was burnt, and
mofl of it’s Inhabitants fled out of jt before, and
no Mines of Copper, 'that we read of then wroughs,
or difcovered Wﬁm their narrow Territories, {carce

" any where exceeding the Number of 20 Miles from
their Metropolis. '

ArTeER I had made this Calculation, and I
thought exaétly, happening that ‘I review'd it a-
gg.in, but from another Place treating of the fame

alent, I found my felf. Miftaken,. and that fo
vaftly, that I wonder’d how I could poffibly be.
E)ﬂilty of it; however I alter’d my Numbers, and

r § Millions, found it to be no more than yooooo /.
§f ourheMoncy. an;il‘hns é&caﬁn}tl tvlvlas ;]:'aav_v&qe fr?:lm

Jage the 44th, . which though differen
exprefled, yet boths_;cime to the fame Sum, ang
was to be underftood, as I now find, of the-Value
of Brafs in feveral Countries, which. it féems I was
not aware of: And then a third Time reviewed
the firft Calculation, as I now fend that to your
Lordthip, tho’ having Yefterday fent your Lord-
thip’s Treatife to my Nephew, I cannot at pre-
- fent confult it: But if ‘we ‘compute by either of
the Sums fore-going, methinks both of them arife
00 high to agree with the Expreflion ufed by Le-
v, lib. 5. ¢. 48. Factantibus non obfeure Gallis band

na mercede [e addacaidpn]& ut obfidionem relinquant.

% {hall adventure toadd a fojurctl:h Computation,ﬂ.not
indeed agreeable to my own Judgment, yet neceffari-
i‘z to be allowed by the t:xcellelglrtn Budeus, and his

‘ollowers, very excufable in him, who firft broke
the Icc inthe Road, for others to Travel with the

v H4 great~
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tef Lafe and Security; but not fo_ pardomable
i -the great Gromovioss, and eminent Fardwin, ‘whofe
fuman Learning I admire, but not fo much their

' Lo'gick: For, in their Difputes they feem to con-

Palma exgt‘ryﬂ, ‘but ‘not pmgno, as poffibly, I

" may have Occafion hereaftez to evidence by other

Arguments than my bare Word. For 4ll thefe
Perfons. not only. take it for granted, ‘but endeavour
to expofe and ridicule thofe that Queftion it; that
Brafs at Rome, when Silver was firft coined, bore
the Proportion of 840 to onc of Silver, and 1y of
Silver to one of Gold; in ‘which, if they follow
Pliny, as Monfieur Hardwinthinks, the only Author
to be regarded in this Matter, inftead of 1y, they
thould fay 1754, which in my Grofs, and rude way

. .of Reckoning makes, or feems'to me to make, above

491 Englifp.  But becaufe I am wholly rant and
Defective in this Art, I will keep to the common
Road, and only multiply 17/. of Silver by 840 of
Brafs, - and the Produét will be 14280 Roman Pounds
of Brafs, which, according to my former Computa-
tions of the Value of Brafs, ’twill rifo no higher
than 714/, Englifh, a contemplabl¢ Price 5 and to
borrow from Lsvy loco citato, ch.48. Pretium populi
gentibus mox imperatnri indignum s 1. e. 4 Price not
worthy the People who were fbortly to rule al] Nations.
I have no more to add relating to your Lord-
fhip,- fave that in reckoning- the Talents of Brafs
by 60 Mine, it would have been more plain to
a vulgar Reader, if it had been noted that Talents
in Coin differ’d from the Roman Talents of Weight, -
which was double the Talent of their Money.
Some Lines of the fore-going Page were writ be-
fore the Gout feized my Hand, which continued
with mec near two Months, in which Time I read
over Diomyfiys Haliarnaffensfisy and Livy, whic{: adI
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- had perufed many Yeats before, and, extratted what
I ._thgpgh;:!fo_x:?nny Purpofe; bpt now I more dilj-
gently ¢ them, and find their Accounts
not only often different, but oppofite to each o-
ther.. The firft Author fays, the Spoils of Pome-
#ia amounted to 4000 Talents, and the tenth Part .
being took out, the Remainder afforded every Sol-
dier § Miney:or 164: 135. 4d. Englifp. ’ B
. Bu.r Livy lib.1. ¢.55. informs us, that Pifo rec-
kons them gt 40000 Rgman Pounds of Silver, which -
amounts tp about 1120007, Englifb 5 but Fabius
reckops them no higher than.8cao/ but the low-
eft is fufficient:to .bring not only the Semate, but
every private Soldier acquainted with the Value of
Silver, . for the Specigs, as both Authors agree, were
in Gold and Silver, and not in Brafs Mettal, to
make them more liable to Difpute what their true
Value was.. -, o y ’

TuEse two Authors are loft, where they fhould
give.us,an Account of -the firft €oinage of Silver
at Rome, and the next Help we have muft be de-
duced from the Sicilian Money, from -whence Var- .
70 tells us, the Romans borrowed their Pattern;.
but congerning that, we have not much remain- .
ing," except fome few Quotations of Pollux, outof
Arifatley but thefe alfo fo.difagreeing with them-

felves, that they are not entirely to be relied -on;
tho’ collected together in a Book, Idoubt not your
Lordfhip has by you, writ on this Subjet by Dr.
Bentley, againft the. honourable Mr. Boyle: | {fome '
Notes I formerly. took -out of that Book, I take -
Notice of, thefe Paffages. - Firft, that Ariffotle fays,
that .a. Decalitron was equal to a Corinthian Srqter;
now he writing of Silver Money, one would ima+
gine, . that he Means a Silver Stazer, which as I
compute it to, be, rather exceeds, than falls'ﬁxosi::
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of ‘an intire Roman Ounce, and from ‘hence om
would be apt to. conclude,’ that the firt Roma
Denarii were coined full an Ounce Weight; Bu
this agrees not with what the fame Pollux rebs
from the fame Author, that the Decakitron wase:
" . qual to ten ginean Oboli, and .Diodorus Sicw,
who ought, (one would think) to-be mioft rlied
" on, but that his Age takes off from his Auithority,
- ‘ftates it at 2 Astick Drachma’s only. ~ Hefychiss 5
alfo quoted by Dr. Bentley, for expounding a ag,
to be equal to two Pounds; in this'diverfity o
Opinions I know not well where to fix it, if Par
cerollus, Savotus and Gaffendus guefs right, it were
fitteft to fix it at an Ounce weight; But if Mt
Eifenfchmid’s Obfervations (as I doubt not but it i)
be true, in all likelihood, Pliny is miftaken, who
makes the Fall of the 4ffes to be from a Pound 0
two Ounces; whereas by the Fall of Affes that
learned Author has ubli.{ge'd at the End of his Pre
- face, they fell firft from 12 to 10, from 10 to |
8, 7, 6 Ounces, at which laft Weight we mut-
~fix the firft Coinage of the Demarii. =~ |
I know rothing of this will be allowed by M.
Hardwin, who thinks he has fettled the whole Mit+
ter in his Notes upon the 3d Chapter of Pin's
33d Book in the 13th §:. of thefe Notes, of Wthh‘
Performance he has had fo greit an Opinion, thit
in his Nummi amiqui_populorum & urbinm ilufre
.77: He has reprinted it Page 530, 'under the ﬁgt'
neral Title of de Re' Nummaria:~ 1f his Notes find
Approbation’ in the Wotld; I think it will be i,
Vain for any Man to write againft the old Opin-
on, which he efpoufes ; But Methinks his Explict"
tion of the Change (made by _QF Fabius Maximss
- the Diﬂ;ato'f) when the Weight of the s wasre-
sijced 1o.one Ounce, and the Number increafed tg‘

J
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16 Affes; how the Common Wealth gained half,
tho® the Notion be borrowed from Pliny himfelf,
is fomewhat extraordinary ; for in other Words it
is to fay, that four Ounces is the half of twenty :
- Bt when he comes to explain what Pliny has writ -
of the Gold, being coined after the Rate of 20.§e-
Jerces to each Scruple, com{hting as the Sefferces
were -currant in his Time. I am ready to fay pace
ganti wiriy what he commends in Gronovious for ap-
- plying it to Ssvorus appears almoft rediculous, for-
etting at the fame Time that his Brother Jefuit,
?Vic: Abramus, is as ill ufed by Gromovious, and ten
Times better deferved it. ' _
- - 1.had fome 'more Things in Mind when I began
to write this Letter; but am afraid I am .
become tedious, and therefore having, whilftI was
writing, received a Letter from one of your Lord-
thips Officers, I return my humble Acknowleg-
ment for the favourable Acceptance of my laft Let-
ter which will oblige me for ever [after I have
I;ei%ged your Lordthip’s Blefling ] to fubfcribe my -
clfy - - . .

.. ,,Tqur«Lon;;sulp’s
moft Faithfuly and .’
" Obedient Servant,
‘t0 Command,
‘William Smith.
N ot knowing what Title to give to Mr. #eff~

Zey 1 have made bold to enclofe it under your Lord-
Mip’s Cover, which will fave the 84. Poftage; 1
. . . had
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had forgot when I .was fpeaking of the eminen
Mr. Eifenfchmid to acquaint your Lorpthip, that I
was mightily pleafed to find "him concurnng. with
my own Sentiments ; for tho’ in 3 Compliment to
- the younger Gromovious, who fliles his Father's
Book on this Subject, his opus triumphale, and there-
fore fays, he would not make the Difpute betwixt
Savotus and him, his own Controverly, pag. 135.
yet he fpends Pages 137, 8, 9, 140, in Refutation
" of it,and gives more and better Reafons againft, than
any to be met with in Gromovius’s whole Difcourfe,
for it3 and inftead of nom uno oblato argumento (ex-
cept he meant, as the Words will bear) might have
Writ, w#nico oblat argumento, to Wity that the Greek
. Hiftorians underfiood st fo. : '.

-

A C'o:Py




j'A().cpyc‘fzﬁt'
LETTER
" To Mr. Weftley. :

Melfonby, Fan. 23. 17;41..

Was very glad. to underftand by
.the Favour of your Letter, that
@l mine to my Lord Bifhop was not
J| mifearried, which I feared it had,
f and rejoyce that what was kindly
intended, was kindly accepted,
=—==—=4 which does not always happen ;
The' Intimation you give me of his Lordthip’s Li-
berality, had he known me any Ways curious in
Matters of this Nature, is very acceptable to me;
And I fhould have thought the Honour of fuch a
Favour-of a Great deal more Value, than ten times
the Price the Book coft me. -

I could not difcover, by your Letter, whether
you were in Orders or no; and thereforé durft nei-
ther ufe nor omit the Tetm Reverend, leaftt it thould
be either wanting, or mifapplied; and therefore
made bold to inclofe this, in one to his Lordfhip,
which was but intended as the firft Draught, and
3 full of Blunders, and hardly intelligible; bt}tfl

. -, . . . ) uf-
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fer it to come as it is, becaufe I have not Time
tranfcribe it, and hope the Meaning may be guef«
Afedat, tho’the Expreflions are not fo much as Gram-
matical ; and I would not defer it to another Poft;
leaft I fhould loofe three Days Time in having
thofe Papers communicated to. me, which you te
me his Lordfhip defigns to Honour me with; and
therefore defired to know what Correfpondent of
miné he may dire& them to in London. ~If they be
. in Shects, the fafeft and fpeedieft Way. would be
under a Cover, or two, by thePoft, or fucceflive-
ly one Poft Day after another; but if of aay bulk
they may- be direéted to 2 Nephew of mmel;eéthc
yo Brother to him I formerly mentioned to
my Lord) And the Direftion may be 70 Mr. Tho-
mas Smith, a# bis Chambers in Gray’s Inn, 2o be left
aith Mr. Mabbot, ' Stationer, in Holbourn. You
alfo inform me, that by my Lord’s Order, youex-
amined the Numbers in Herodotus, but could not
make them agree: I could heartily with you would
take the Pains to examine a Place of like Difficul-
ty in Livy, k. x. c. 4}.‘6 : .
. I fhall tranfcribe the Words as they are in the
printed Pariorum, becaufe they are thort ; and. Gro-
wovious’s Comment leaft you fhould not have that
Edition by you, the Words are (fpeaking of a Vi-
Cory againft the Sammites;) Aris gravis. tranfveéta
victes centies millies 5 quingemsa triginta millia 3 id «5
redaitum ex captivis dicebatur. Argemi quod captum
ex urbibus erat P. M. CCCXXX omne &5 argentumgs in
erarium Conditum. : ‘
The Notes are thus ----- Dein fuimma eft immanisy
& tunc nullo ex triumpho [peranda: wus enim decem li-
“bras demus denarioy, qui pawlo poff percuffus effy 9
tranfmitamus quod excurrit: wicies cewties millies cente~
na millia erisy efficient quadragies centies millies Sefter-
- T fiﬂﬂ’
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ciamy decies centits millies cewtena millia denai
¢9c. I fomewhat Queftion whether this adverbial

Computation is ever applied to any Coin (or chght)
but of Sefferces.

As likewife whether the i fed € does not -
rather incliné us to the Copy is falfe, and
fhould be read not cosjunciim but feperatim; or if to~
gether, whether they beto be-thus exprefled in Fi-

20000000000 (leaving out the §33000) and if
go, whether inftead of guadragies, Gromovious thould
not have writ ofogies; thefe %ﬁﬁmm are difficule
to me; but my Lord’s, or ly your own Skill
in Mathematicks (of which I am ignorant wnll
refolve: the Queftions in as little Ttme almoft, 'as I
have writ them; 1do add no more for fear I thould
loofe this Day’s Poft, but onlz to defire you toex-

cufe my haﬂyLeutcrtohls ondﬂu andpardon
th:stoyourfclf',from P

;Tw Oblzged and .
Humble szw,

Fan, 27. 1722, : o
’ Yo (e Brother) ©

~ William Smith,

I know not whether my Lord has obferved in
Mr. Eifenfebmid’s Tables, a fmall Errour; for in
Page 188, he gives the Value of four H. §. or one
Dmrms, at 8 Sols;. but in Page 192, he fays, 6
OboJi makes four H. S. and there Rates them at

" nine Sols.

- T was
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I was loath to Trouhle my Lord'v}it_h 100 many
. Nicities in driﬂw‘

correét it: The Errour is in-reckoning 12 Chaki
for @ larger Sum; where inftead of 12, fhould be

 aead 13 %, which weuld e of litrle Moment, bur
that that Number is to b® multiply’d, which ren- |

ders that little Miflake the more’ cenfiderble.

» . 4 mever received aw Anfwer o this laff Letter- from
Mr. Wettly, awd fivd, -by [ad Experience, that one
can Jiayce meet with owe ix g Hundred, that will put
themfelues to tbe leafy Trouble, if they can poffible a-
woid jt, otherwife Muthinks I might bave expefied o
Lertet from. bim,fince -I received nose from: bss Lord;
as mgy. appoar from.the following Aécount, by a Letter
from my Lerd Bifbop.of Oxford, dated19th of Oto-
ber, 1722, I bad the firff News of - my Lord Bifbop
of Bath and Wells’s Book 5 -and on the 27th of March

Jollowing, I bad this Information from the fame kind

Hand, viz. I fhould beglad my Lird of Bath and W ells
might live to go through angsber Edstion of bis Book,
in order to corvett thofe Miftakes which you have inti-
mated to bim, aa% wbereof bis Letter to you fbews bim
20 be convinced : But I bave lately beard that be dayly
grows more and-ypore infirm s and if this be truey as I
Joar 5.5, : e st wot expelt be fbould give bimfelf a-
ny further Trouble about rhis Matter, &c.

R -
[

Lot s L,

vee

A4 P-

_ ’s Aceount s -but remember that
Dx. Bentley has difcovered an Errour, but does not
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APPENDIX
' TO THE -

LerTErs De Re Numinaria.

UPON Publifhing the foregoing LETTERS
I thought fit to make fome Additions, tho”
it is likely in my fo doirﬁ, I fhall fometimes repeat
what has been fufficiently explined before; and.
that which I now fubjoin, may feem to many ra-
ther fuperfluous than neceffary : But becaufe I purs
pofe to acquaint the World not barely with my
own Thoughts and Conje€turgs; but with what [
find has, in Part, been the Sentimeénts of fome few
other Authors that lived beforeme ; I will infome-
thing further explain my Opinion, and thew how
I came by it, 'and the Reafon I have, why I can-
not eafily recede from it. Mly Opinion therefore, -
in thort, was thus founded: I could never givemy
Confent ta fuch Unlikelihoods, as I found” were en-
tertained by the greateft Authors that have writ de
Re Nummaria. I might mention many, but fhall
pitch upon two of the moft celebrated Authors,
that have handled this Subjeét: The firft is thead~
mirably learned Budeus, who was the firft that e-
ver opened the Way, or as I may fay, broke the’
Ice, that others might follow in the fame Road,
with greater Fafe, Pleafure, and Security ; and this
was done when, I think, there were few in the
Age he lived, that either could, or durft, Attempt
or venture upon fuch an Undertaking ; or, if dl;c%
. LI . . . a
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- could have performeqd it with the like fuccefs
He brought it to; and Iam fully perfuaded (as will
be eafily difcerned by any that reads his Book de
Affé) that he thought his Difcoveries, .came little
LS
. ther’ 10 or difputed, by any that {ho
fucceed Elm And to fayp the Tr{xth,ylittlc‘or no-
thiné has been fince difcover’d, that meets with a-
ny Univerfal Acceptance.  4ricols writ thortly af-
ter Budeus, and I think, in his Life-time, andis
much prized, as a dilig;nt and judicious Writer;
But tr:t there are two Things laid to his Chz:ﬁq
by that learned and celebrated Critick, the elder
Gromevious’ Firfty that he has obfcur’d his Subject,
by handling it too nicely, and reducing his Calcu-
lations to firft and fecond Minutes, that are of no
Worth or Confideration, if at all intelligible by 2
vulgar Reader; The fecond, is his iftake,
where he makes no Difference (which all others have
allow’d, and is frequently met with in Claffick Au-
thors) between the Words Seflercius, and Sefferct,
in the Mafculine Gender, and Seffercia in the Neu:
ter. I think the next famous Author that handled
this Subjeét, is the eminent and candid Fremh Ci-
vilian, that both in Law and Humanity would imi-
tate his Country-man Budeus; who writes peripl
cuoufly, and has attempted to make fome Difficul
ties plain; but thofe have not met with a general
- Approbation, and are lid afide by our greateft Cr
ticks : I fhall mention no more, than the unimit#
ble Gromovions, in all Parts of human Learning, #
bating that Helena * of his, which he has embr®
ced and borrow’d, (as that Beauty was, byL fcvcﬂ;
R Jovers

m—

¥ As Exprefion much nfed by Gronovious, againfi Abramus

A
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Lovers). I mean, that the Roman Demarii were
never gteater. than 7 .of 8 in an Ounce, and is fo
far from believing there were ever any greater, that
he has writ a Treatife to expofe the Jefuit Nic.
Abramusy who diffents froth him 3 not by ftrenuous
Reafons againtt it ;- But rather by endeavouring to
ridicule it. : ’ )

No w tho' Abramus be a Partizan in the Opi-
nion, which I endeavour to maintain, yet he
done it in fuch a Manner, as I think not like to
produce, or gain, many Followers; And this Iam
perfuaded of, for thefe three Reafons following.

1it, Becaufe he has. taken Liberty to invent feve-
ral new Names for Moar}[cy, or Com, never heard
of in any ancient or Claflick Author. 2dly, Becaufe
he only gives his Opinion at large; -but no Ways
cndeavours to confirm it, by producing Reafons, or
alledging Authoritiés to Countenance it. 3dly, Be-
caufcgll?e not only embraceth, but as much as Kc can
:?ucs for, the Probability of a foolifh Conceit ; that

er the Ajfes had been changed in their Number,
from ten to fixteen for a Deneir, and that for vc?:'
good Reafons, to avoid the Inconvenience whic
was found in the Sefferces, that confifted of the Va-
lue of two Afes and a half each Sefferce; for by be-
ing now .exchanged from ten to fixteen, they and
the Denarii were eafily divided into feveral Parts,
as half’s, Fourth’s, Eighth’s, and the like: For the
Roman Writers commend this Divifion, and give
better Reafons for it, than I onafudden cancall to
Mind; but dbramus, on' the contrary, endcavours
to bring them back from 16 to 12, and from 12 to
their firft 10, to ferve fome filly Notion he was
become fond of.

L Ex
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Ex Nicolai Abrami Lotharingi % -

cietate JESU, Commentariis in tertium vo-
Jumen Orationum M. T. Ciceronis in duobus
voluminibus, in Folio. Parifiis Mpcxxx1,

Ex VOL. 24 , ;
Pag. 282, ’% Tabula Progreffionis per Affem.

1 4S. - :
2 3 Seflercius five vammas.
10. Denarius. -
25 Denarius. nummus.
100 Centuffis.
250 Aureus.
1000 Pondo.
2500 Seflercium. )
10000 Pondo Aurei. . ° -
© 25000 Sefierciam Aurs. -

Tabwla Progrefonis-por Seftercivs. -

1 Seflercius five nummss,
4 Denarius.
10 Denarias nummus.
40 Centuffis five Argentess.
100 Aureus.
400 Pondo.
1000 Seflercium.
4000 Pondo Auri.
10000 Sefiercium Auri.
40000#*#*###
100000 * * * * » %
400000 Cenfus Equefiris,, i
1000000 Degies. .
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'He gives the like Table for Talents.

Hem Vou. , -
Pag. 28 % TALENTUM.
: 6 Pondo Auyi.

24 Seflercia.
60 Pondo.
240 Aurei.

G6oo Centuffes.”

2400 Denarii nummi. -
6000 Denarii. '
24000 Seflercii.
60000 Affes.

Yoleitorum cum H. S. Cati}m‘am Iidiculus,
Pag. 290. ‘

1 Yabmtam. - . 24 Seffercia.
‘1o Zalenta. 240 H. 8.

I00 ===~==-- 1200 Sive vicies &F quater H. S.
1000 ~=ecen=- . 24000 Sive ducenties &5 quadra-
‘ gies H. §. .
10000 #===«=~ 240000 1. §. five bis millies F_
' quadringenties.

I fhall now give you all that hefays, concerni:g
the Reafons of hi (;pinion, which he brings in afe
ter this Manner.

HAaviwng in the Page before given g
an Account of fix Waa)g, or Maﬂg;ers, Pag. 29z,
how the Value of Money may be raifed or leflened 5
in this he endeavours t{lw difcover whether of glllg

2
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different Opinions, that of 84, or that of 96 Dems~
7is, in a Pound of Silver; 1s. the Trueft, and he con-
cludes for the' latter, tho’ undoubtedly very:falfely,
and then proceeds; Quo patio ex fingulis argenti un-
ciis oEtoni Denarii feriemtury & finguli Denaiti Drach-
mam pendebunt, fi jufto pondere fignentur, id eft pondere
per legem Papyniam canflituto , -Qua lege ut fupra vi-
dimus Semiunciales Affes faftiy id e, ad vigefimam
#fque partem deminutiy adeo ut unus eorum Denariorum
qui ante bellum Punicum primum percuffi [unt comting-
ret Viginti quatuor Papynia lege. percaffos. Atqy ade
fi Confulares (Denarii ) poft legem Papyriam percuff
wnam Dracbmam pendebant, Denarii ‘guo primum tem-

pore percuffi funt, quatuor £3 wiginti Drachimas Atticas,
- 4d efty tres uncias Romanas pependerunt quo tempore
placuit Denarius pro decem libris ®ris. ~ Bello Pu-
nico primo conftitutum ut .4fes fextantario pondere
ferirentur id éf,  ut duodecim [uperioris Deéitii par-
tibus decem detraile funt, ut ife pofierior duos tantum
prioris duodecimas contineret,. [extaque pars effet ad pri-
orem illum comparatus. Ergo nmummus Bollo Punico
primo percuffus, quatuor Drachmas pependit. —, Bello
Punico. fecundo Quinto Fabio Maximo Dittatore_ex. fex-
tampario fattus eff uncialis ;. id eft, media parte diminy-
¢um eft pondus Denariiy atqs adeo duos Drachmas pon-
derecffecit.  Mox lege Papyria femiunciales Affes falts,
. aigy ita Denarius ad drachze‘ pondus perduttis eff,
ceprufq; Dyachme Attice pretio £fiimari. Quo in pon-
dere (I afiimatione permanfit, u effet juftum -nona-
© ginta {ex 2 Jibris fignari. "Quemadmodum libra Roma-
#a [ex 3 nonaginta Drackmas Mtticas continehat. Quia
tamen mina Aitica centum Drachmarum fuit, Romar
per modicum 4 jufio Denarii pandere detrabentes, #t fa
cllsus monetam Romanam ad Atticam efiimationem re-
Wocarenty ceperunt ex Argenti libra centum Denarios
Sgnare, ut in fingulas libras quatuar Denarios Iucraap-
) pomerenty

- 4
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pomerent, magno emolumento Reipublice, nec tanto pri-
vatorsm desrimento ex powderis diminutioney quanto coms

mdo.;eic facilitate Commercis. :

NexT follows an Account of feveral Aurei and
Denarii, but from none of them can it be gather’d,
that' the " Denarii were heavier than the Papyrian
Law; therefore I fhall pafs from what this Author
has written, to fome other Arguments, that may be
offer’d to prove the Denarii were, at their firft Coin-
ing, of a far greater Weight, than Budeus and o-
thers imagine them to have been. And tho’ as I
have faid, (in fome of the preceeding Letters,) Pan-
cerollus and Gaflendys, as well as Abramus, thinks
they were formerly coined, in fome Proportion, to
the Greatnefs of the 4ffes they reprefented; yet I
fhall, -in this Place, produce the Arguments I have
met with in Savotus, a French Author, and Phyfician,
as heris printed in Latin, in the xi Volume of the
gamm Antiquities, publithed by Grawins, An. 1699,

. IT30. ' ‘ : :
! a%‘ H1s Author makes no mention of the diverfe
Weights. of the Denarii, nor, it may be, had any
Thoughts of this Matter, ’till he comes to B. 3.
¢h. 6. p. 1217, that he had Occafion to explain that
difficult Paflage of Pliny, concerning the firft Coin-
age of Gold, 62 Years after Silver, tho’ {everal Au--
thors think it fhould rather be read 12, than 62
after Silver. - o

Savotus recites the Words of Pliny, lib. 33. ¢. 3. Au-
vews nummus poft ammum LXI1 percuffuseft quam Argen-
teusy sta ut [erupulim voleret H. S. wicenis quod efficie
in libris ratione H. S. qui tunc eramt H. S. DCCCC.
Poft bet “placwit XL.-M. fignari ex anri libris, pas-
latimgy principes imminuere pondus, imminuiffe Nero,
~ I3 : a4 XLV.
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ad XLV M. hiclacus adeo diffciles vifus off Budzo, As
gricolx, Portio, Hotomane, Pancerollo, Mariang,
"Ciacconio, Viﬂalpando,‘ Scaligero, @hifgs u omaes
dixerint vel olim locum effé corrupium el fi [anus & in-
wger [ eum-not imvelligeres illi qui logum bysc oy
tum effe purgrunt eumqus emendage conati funt infigutn
bapfi funt 5 wom quod emditime,agmm Jumman, bikus-
zunty deflituti effent 5 [fed quod ad lacum bunc insppre-
tandym accederent imparats a numifmatym €5 pouderun
Autiqgyorum nositia 5 qua fi quis suftrucus fiz, failine
© gotioy uiego quidem putoy locum bung inselligat, w ki
quidem litere mutatione fafta. '
Obfer-vandum igitur eff ad bujus locs interpresasioen
Plinium duo Sefterciorum genera difiinguere s ewmqu
imo Joco de Sefterciis [ui temporis quorums vigini vr
bant [erupulum auriy quod wemo auGorums payls ap
wemoratorum obfervavits deinde vero dg Affbus i
ante ipfius etatem in yfu fuerunt, quod facile colligiy
" ex verbis iftis HS. QUI TUNC ERANT, qur
rum DCCCC Jfibram ayri valehant 5 unds fequin
H. S. Plinio dntiquiores multo ponderatiores fuiff,
quam eos qui tempore Plinii in ufu evant 3 fecupdun -
- yian proportionem illorum qua viginti H. §. in
Auxi_ computantury. in totam libram auri mpm
5760 H.8. Quod ad pondus illorum H. S. attiyer qusrun
900 libram Auri walere aquant, quingue waciam, G
[exaginsa libram officiunt 5 Aurum igitur bac propartion
axgenti g indecies valoye excudebat. Quoniam awen
20 H. S. guindecim tantum [crupulos Babet i LXn
XV ducantur emerget inde fumma DCCCC. Talis
$gitur Seftercius pondere refpondebat milliarifio pafr'
orum temporsmy quorum V. ivsidem unciam, (3 LX
libram efficicbant.

.. THue i;npqrt of what Monﬁei_lr Saver gives s
ot Jarge, is this, that he intonds to explain 3 dlg
- * ’ . - ) V ‘ ‘c t
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cult Paffage in Phimy, which has pofed and bafiled
all the greet Scholars that have read it, and that he
will expound it without altering a Word or Sylla-
‘ g}:ﬂm tx}: What Pli;ysi;s;ys i this; that 62 Years
e coinmg of Silver at Rome, they b
to coin Gold; and that at fuch a Vaiuc, t%la.t;eequcr--l
?Scmpie of Gold (of which there are 288 in a
ourid) was worth twenty of their prefent H..S.
‘ at the Time of his Writing. Now the
- true Number of Scruples were always 288, which
being multiplied by 20, would amount, in Plny’s
to §760, but ar' that firft Coinage of Gold,
id but anfwer the Valueof DCCCC Sefferces, that
: were at his Time in Ule at Rome; from whence
. he infers, that the H. §. were far larger and heavi-
- er, than they were in Pliny’s Days; and yet he .
makes no mention that they would equal §760
. H. 8. when Pliny writ,. which was Adwno Ur-
bis 831, becaufe every one could do this, that
+ would be at the Pains to multiply 288 Scruplesby
. 20, which would amount to the Number y760.
I have added to, and enlarged, what Monfieur §a-
. wot has faid, or would have faid in the former Part
of his Difcourfe ; and then towards the End of it,
- he infers, - that if what is abovefaid be granted, it
evidemtly follows, that there was a great Alteration
. in the Weight of the H. . between the firft coin-
ing of Gold, and thofe in Ufe when Pliny writ, e-
ven to that high that DCCCC then, were
as heavy as y760 in his Age.

H e further colle&s from what he had faid, that
there being only five of thefe A. §. in an Ounce,
and fixty m a Pound; the Value of a Pound of
Gold, muft be worthy at that Time, 15 Pounds of
Silver, and anfwers to a Milearifio, coined in after
Times, there being five Picces of that Sort of Mo- -

I4 . ey
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" . ney coined in an Ounce, and fixty in the Pounds.
‘1 was at the firft pofed to uaderftand what he meant
by the Word Milearifio; but upon a little Confi-
deration, I found he mcant aSort of Money, ‘coin~
ed under the Reign of Conflantine the Great, of
which the learned Gromovjous has given us a fuller
Account in his 4th Book, de pecunia vetere.cap. 1 5.

7. 359 .

2 I gok the Pajns, upon reading what is above de-
livered by Sawvorus to divide the latter y760.- H. §.
by the older goo H. §. and I find the Quotient of
the latter- Sum will be found fix Times, with a
Frattion of %% in the Former; which evidenceth
what I have in the foregoing Letters affirmed, that
the latter H. §. are worth at leaft 24. of our Mo-
ney, fince they were the fixth Part, and better, of
fuch a H. §. as contained more than four Parts of
an Ounce Zrgy, which are at leaft four Shillings,
and fomewhat more than a Penny: Now if accor-
ding to this Reckoning, a Sefferce before the firft
Punick War, was better than 4s. Englith, a Dena-
rius which was always four-times as much, muft
nceds be fixteen Shilli and as many Qunces as
Abramus has computed them at, which was 3 Oun-~
~ces, and more than I have reckoned that firft De-
narius in. my firft Letter to Mr. Tboreshy, pa. 12,
by a com(?lmt Ounce. ‘

. T HE Calculations made hitherte, is upon Sup-
pofition, that Savorus has rightly expla.ine(f:;:e for-
mer obfcure Place in Pliny; he now proceeds ta
confirm his Opinion by the Authority of others;
and by alledging fome Matters of Fact, that feem
to Countcnance and confirm his Interpretation: I
thus leave him and his Followers to reconcile one
Part of his Difcourfe with another.

T uE firlt Aythor he quotes, as agreeable to his
‘ - - Opini-
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Opinion, is Pancervilas (whom I have :
not had the Opportunity to confult) £% [216.
of whom he fays, that he adjufting the Proportion
of Silver to Brafs, reputed it to be as 1 to 120,
and thinks, that the Roman Denarius had the Weighe
of 'an Ounce, when appointed to pafs in Pi y-
ments for ten Pound Affes of Brafs: Then {peakihg
in his own Perfon, hefays, He fhall {hew that thé
Weight of a Demarius was afterwards diminithed
from an whole:Qunce, fo thatit wasat laft reduced
to no greater Weight than that ofa Dyachm, -or eight
Part of an Ounce. And then proceeds to prove
that it once weighed an Oup-.c, or more,as hasbeen
already faid by me in »Zy Letter to Mr. Thoresby,
Page 315 but.becaufz I would not rob him of his
due Praifes, Iwill amdrg:| (as englithed) hisown Words,
And this, fays hey nfay be gathered from the Pro-
portion in ancient Times betwixt Silver and Brafs,
as alfo from the Parts a Denarius was divided into,
to wit, the Lsbella, which was the roth Part of a
Denarius, a Sembella, which was the 20th, and the
Teruntivs which -was the 4oth Part of it; but the
Denarius could not have been divided into the 4oth
Part, if the whole had not had the entire Weight
of an Ounce, and weighed yo4 Grains, for fo ma-
ny doesan ancient Reman Ounce contain (I fuppofe
he fpeaks of Parifian Grains, which are lighter than
ours): The Englifb. reckoning only 480 to a Troy
Ounce, and to the Roman and Avoirdupois™ 437 +3
tho’ ufually reckoned at 438. Mr. Greaves gives
our Grains asﬁabdvc 3 butjbthc Fremeh Grains are
72, Or, as he fays, 29 Englifb is equal to 36 Fremch ;
:n:l-,thc’n rocw}:is to tell us, ti?:rcns goancicnt
Coin, but weighs 12 Grains and three fifth Parts
. of :a:Grain-more ; for the Ancients to avoid often
Fecoining their Money, made it thicker and broad-

. : er,
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er, fo that there can.be found no old Piece li
than 12 Grains: And #amo confirms this Opinion,
(who.lived to Fulius Cefar’s Time), and only Di-
courfes’ of the Money of his-own Age, gives
this Reafon for it that becsule 2 Roman
was reduced to .the yth Part of an Ounce, {o that
a Terumsius, the goth Part of a Dewier; would have
been but of the Weight of 2 Grains only; and far-
ther adds, that Pescerollus gives this as his Reafon,
that the Deniers at firft could not beof a lefler Bi
nefs than that of an whole Ounce; and Saver alﬁ;
tells us, that the Vi@oriatus of half an Ounce, pro.
ves the fame Thing. By which k;xpmg that
the Changes were made gradually, ‘mot all at
once; but from theV half :)ngnce b;:;fdxe E&Igrt of
an Qunce, quoti arve . Charifcias fam-
marian in Igrooo?gmof; which I fhall pafs by at
refent, and without more than mming Gaffendus,
who ftates the Weight of the ift Demarit at an
unce alfo) and confider what Matters he produces
to confirm his Opinion; and he does itby quoting
five feveral Coins, now in Framce, for the Confir-

mation of his Opinion, I thall mention them in

the Order he relates them; Page 1116.

Deminys Fortenaws, Lord Abbot-of St. Quéntins,
out of his well furnithed ofitory of M al-
lowed: me to fee and weigh three of his Silver
(BI/?ins, .weighing 3 Demsers, and fix Gramns of French

oncy. :

T w o of thefe Pigces had onthe one Side a two-
faced Fanus, and on the other a Filtmia, with. the
Word ROM.4, and therefore feems to be a Semif~
Jfisof a R. Denarius: The: 3d Coin of the Lord, Fos-
teneus had on ane- Side the Head of Rome, on the
ather the Head of an Horfe, and weighed rwan&

-
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and fix Grains; and the Lord Momaltus, a
Collector of rare apd eminent Caing, hashkewﬂé
a Cqm of like Weight, which in the room of Re-
has the Figure of a besrded Asrs on onc Side,
andt;he Head of 3 Hotfe, with 3 Sicle, and a R
mag lnlcription en the othors from which two
ﬁk Ait-appears, that the Remses, at that Time
( wrers coingd) had a Silver Densrigs equalling
the 4th Pewt of an Qunce, er that the Degsers were
fallen from the 3d to the 4th Part, or, as he ex- .
prefles it aﬂ"mﬂe demUwa sunc deven/-

Iz

HE next mentions fome Anghars, that ‘endea~
vAWr t@ ‘prove, that there were ance Dewaris,
ghwlh wwgagl;efthc 6th Pmofl:n Ounce 3
ut y Pmnt,asnotmuc any Way
mms‘fomympmeﬁ- .

‘He meead&mdfays, Siigiturtom-  p,
mpre&eim adwiitimus Denarisme Ro- 19.
nanorsen aliguande quatser guintass partes Uncie con-
singifle, €3 boc fenfi Desarivm. iv fupra adduBo Plinii
o capiamus, ita us sudeciw tales Denarii libram cf-
Jicient, ex ratiane propertionis manifefium fiat 60 H.S.
conficere pondus libre, bi 6o dutti in XV (quam eo tem-

fare Lyruiv ad W’l babebas) prodycunt (ummam
DCCCC.

Ms'unuxs Swum, in this Place doth feem
2 little o forger himfelf, for it was not 4 Demarsi,
er four Parts of 5 in an that made a2 De-
narius; but a Sefferce of 4. a Denarius of 16 s.
or moge.than 3 Ounces of Silver; but I fhall pafs
this hy, andgoontowhatheﬁmhaﬁysof(}old,
pathc'l‘ems follawng P

750

-i
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. Primo [erupulum Auri valuiffe eo sempore H. S. XX
(five XV perinde eft utrum ponas) non folum bic locus
Plinii, fed etiam numifmata que bodie reperiuntur pro-
bant. Supra landatus dominus Fontenzus poffidet mum-
mum Aureum fecrupuli pondus babewtem, vel paulo mri-
nus (i nimirum [orupulo dentur XX1 Grana, gued fa-
ciendum effe pofica demonfivabo) in quo eft numerus wi-
" cemarius bis notis XX expreffis, ab una parte fignatus
eff effigie Martis, ab altera reprefemtat Aquilam’ [ubje-
&a inforiptione Roma, gui nummsus eft matatu. dignus.
Dupondius (i. e. #i fallor Du Pinne) in traitatu fuo
de numifmatibus fol. 5o, nifi mememoria fallit, exbibet fi-
guram nummi Aurei qui Drachme antigue pondus ba-
bet 5 € -codem fignatus eft charagmase quo [crupulus do-
wmini Fontenei mifi quod loco duorum XX decuffim im-
preffos ; habet Characteres V & X ad indicandum pro-
portionem Auri ad Argemtum que eras quinducupla 5 mo-
tis enim bis fignificatur numerus Quindenariusy quamvis
lisera V precedit literam X. ~ Quoniam <veteres in nu-
sifmatibus literas tranfpofucrunt 5 nec litera V unguam
prepofita fuit alteri litere wumeraliy, ut d¢ valore ejxs
aliguid detraberet 5 quamwvis litere 1 &8 X aliss notis
numeralibus eum in finem preponi foleawt.

This Paragraph (from pag. 1218) is only defign-
ed to ﬂlc:vr:%hag there wgl?chcruplcs of GZ»ld, ti:t
went for 20 Sefferces, or 3s. 4d. For a Scruple in
Silver is but about 24. 0b. 9. at moft, and gardly
that, of which there are given two Inftances that
have the Mark XX fet upon them, and of another
that has the Mark VX fet upon it, to fignific that
fuch a Piece of Gold was XV Times it’s worthin
Silver ; with an Anfwer to what might be objected
againft this laft Interpretation of an V before the

, fignifying fifteen; becaufe a lefler Number fet
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before a greatcr,’ ufually takes fo much off from the
ter Numbers which he fays is true of I and

g?but is never praflifed, or applied to the Letter

v '

To thefe Pieces of Gold above-mentioned, I
may add two more, which I find in Monfieur Hard~
win’'s Notes.upon Plhny: one of which weighs a
Scruple, and is found in-the King of France’s Col-
lection of Medals, and the other three Scruples is
in the Convent of St. Gemove, having one of them
the Mark of XX upon it, and the other weighs
three Scruples,” or 60 H. §. and therefore has the
Note XV fignifying XV Denarii, which are of
the fame. Value with 6o H. §. - - . .

T u g firft having.the Note of XX upon it, fig-
nifying fo many A. §. the other XV fignifying fo
nl}ang Denarii : and is of the fame Worth with LX

In thisPaﬁ Saovos recites the Emen- 5. -
dations which feveral great Men have : 1219
attempted to make upon this Difficult Place of Pii-
w, viz. Budeus, Mariana, Portius, Hotomanus, and
others; which he.thinks vary fo very much-from
the Copy -in Pliny, -that he does not think them
worthy a Refutation. Sy

AFrTER he has done with the Perfons laft men-
tioned, he proceeds thus. Cote

Pancerolius libro 1°- variarum Le&ionum Cap. 66 ¢
exifiimas. pro H. S. XX [cribendum effe XXV, idemg;
opinatur Aureos non plures XX1V in libra fuilfe, quam>
vis Plinius eo loco refert Aureos nonquam pauciores ex
XL, auri libra fignasos fuiffe. PretereaLXXV H.S.
:Z: libra argents ponit, at~nume20.bo:d dutto in duodecim

quam eo tempore proportionem Auriad ar~ o, .. cg
gensum offe wuls) fummam DCCCC H.S, p
C eficere
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:mvaﬁ: 5 dum duxom bac ratiows Wranms drgnd
XXV H.S.. 1on¢ contimuiffo dicit [irupuinm Aipiere
XXV H.S. & farenm iribss Sivippnlis frve LXXV
.S. & quomiam LXXV H.S. fecundum ejus [enten-
Sianms confichnns: Bbrwm Argensiy €3 presium Anti ad Ar-
ir” Bader rariomem duodesplums umcia auri valehi
. 8. LXXV,. (& 6B caridem " yationem Aureus; qai
Sfocundum bwnc ealivlum idom H. S. LXXV wak,
pondus bwche bubers debedit.  Nibilominus iders Pinces
rollus i fermumsie tawinm pondus tribuit; qeoniam
XXIV Aerdvs liha offigmits dnde apparet eum non fa-
sis fibi confiare.. - '

By the Length of this P ph, - and by His
falling prefently upon Pillalpandus, Fofeph Sialigery
and others, I perceive he has here brought in Pancerol-
dusy to confiite bty but by his f doing, T 4m now
firft informe% that Savorus’s Interpretation of Pli-
#y, was not fo much his own Invention, as Pame-
rollus’s: 1 have never yet hid the pottunity to
fee, or confulty ‘Panceroiius himflf, which F would
have endeavoured to have done, if Savotus Had quo-
ted him any further, than that ke was of Opinion,
that the firft DewsrVi were of an Ounce weight;
And the’ I.new perecive othérwitey yet, ifl the
Hafte I drew my ColleCtions dut of §azarus, from
2 Book berrowad from Osford, T had siot Timeto
examine this Paflage, nor {omuch 4s to uh
ity 'eifl I cume now. aftefh to trinferibe it, and miore
leifurely confider it ; I will explxin it as well as I
can for the Benefit of my Reu};r

1r was, it foetns; Pancersllss’s Opitiion, that when
Silver was firft coined at Rme,ofhe O.S?e;?me:; and
con("ecﬁxently the Denarii were of a very great
Weight, {0 that nine hundred A.§. were cqual6°°
' ' §769
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of thofe that were coined 3 - or 4 Years be-
ibre the End glt;g;e 2d P;mk War, or fmo Uys,
7. Now 5760 by 900, the produ@ will
4as I have afore bferveti 6 382, noI;v fix H. 8,
.and a third Part of a H. §. as th Bave alt along
valued a H. §. comes to 12.4. y and con-

,fequently a Denarius to 4s. 24d. fhort mdeed of 2

. Troy Ounce, by near 12 4. but of 2 Roman Ounce
not above 64.

. X may not be teful to thofe, who like my
I, know Little of Arithmatick, to *xpound the
Ma.tter, how Pancerollus comes to afcribe 75 Seffer-
m- to thethPom;i,k rather di]i’:l a{gy other 1\{

3 t being thus; was to efrerces as
would anfwer to the Rate, or af?ﬂopojf-”m of
. Gold to Silvery or 12 Times the Value of the ome
“ to the other; whereas thofe that reckon the Value

. oEGold to Silver, as one to fifteer, thought bet-
. ter to pitch ol:ngxcha lcﬁhNumbcr of H. §. that

" would wer to that as XX
- H. 8. feems to do than XXV. Pmpomon,

*  BuT upon Frial, I find that goo, divided by

* 60, makes onc Pourd of Gold, exaltly equal to tf
- Pound of Silver; and the fame goo, tivaicd
- makes onePound of Gold exacltly equal'to 12 ofSﬂvcr,
. ButrIdo not ftand fo much upon my Computation,
" but that I wholly leave it to others to correét my
 Mifiakes, if in this Matter I have fallen into an

I fuppofe Pancerolius thought that Gold cou d
never be efteemed as 1 to 1§ of Silver, becaufe
it appears, that, not long after, the Romans would
not receive it of the Aolians, at an higher Value
than as 1 to 103 but if we will believe Plso,
Gold in his Time was as 1 to 12, and in Darius’s
3 ¥ to-13, and in Gmﬂantme the Great’s Time, as 1
to 14 4. _

Anp
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. AND Savetus tells us, Pare. IIL ch.7. p. 122
that inthe Aéts of Accompt fonori? (or in the;
Excheguer as the Englifp ftile it,) Gold pafled' thex
as 1 to I6. e :

" Havine beep:fo.large in expounding Savorus'
Explication ,of goo_ H. §. mentioned by Pliny,
think it will be not out of my Way, to aequain
the Reader, with the Esplication Mr. Hardwi
gives of this Place; becaufe it appears to me'to b

.

"obfcure and intricate; but he aflerts it as. plain an
+ evident. . Tt Words he undertakes to explain ar

thd‘ci‘ . A o ieemaalh -
" Quod effecit in libras rasione H,'S. qui tunc evan
H.S. DCCCC. Hardwin de re monesaria. pa. 556.
" Effecit, inquit, bec major duri,efiimatio st in libra
Auri fingulas.- Refpublica lucri- faceret Sefiercios non
gentos,. eorum [cilicet H. S.: qui tupc eramsy boc eff an
no (arbis) DXLVIY, quigs jam ap anno DXXXVI
guaternis Affibis permutabantuy,quod fi nongentos H. S
juafmiodi qui tunc eramt lucrata re/?publim efty igitur H1. S
‘ CCC?'.‘XL lacratam offe neceffe eft sorum H. S. gu
prius erant, hoc.eft qui duvbus Affibus €5 [emiffe fi
mapantur 5 comtinentur enim hi 1440, in nongentis allis
ia ut ne unus quidem aut defis aut [uperet; Qyare quo
dunc wicenis H. S.. valgaribus. Affum [cilicet duorsn
“cum femiffe quorum Sefierciorum haberi ratio folet in quo
is pretio indicando up . diximus : ' Quod inquam viceni
illis H. S. permusatum effe dicitur auri feripulym; quin
deniis antea neceffe cff fuilfe taxatum, ut in fingula fori
pula lucrata refpublica fit quingue H. S. in libras que [iri
pula 288 continent HL.S. 1440, inlibras inquam auri infec
iy quod in eravio fervabatyr, quodgy interdum diffrabeba
ad vafa operaque publica ac privata. Nulli dum enim tun
nummi Aurei nif; fortaffe peregrini tum ab externi. Quar
apud Liviam anno 543 juffere pasres deferri ad Triumviro
twenfarios durum Argentum ffﬂ Ais omne 5 fed calatum s
- e
\
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“licet, fignatumque apud exteros, nempe ut illud in belli
fumptus impenderent. :

= I have inferted this long Paragraph, not becaufe
T underftand it, but becaufe I do not, and fcarce

“believe any elfe can; for Monfieur Hardwin feems
to fuppofe Pliny defigned in this Place to thew how
‘much the Remans gained by their Gold at the firft

- Coining of it; which I take to be an Opinion falfe

“and"groundlefs. 2dly, If it had been fo, Ino Way
find how this Author has made it intelligible; for
“he fuppofes that goo Ounce Affes would make

1440 two Ounce Affes. ~ Neither after many Tryals

“could I meet with this Number of 1440, by any
- Calculation, ’till by Chance computing how many
. Sefterces of 2, Po and ; would be found in 9oo,

- the Quotient prov’d to be y40; which Number

- being joined to 900, the Sum happen’d to bé 1440.
i 1 mention this, but not as any way fuppofing *twas
- the Way by which the Expofitor came by this

" Number; but no doubt the Author did look up-

" on this Expofition as little lefs than infallible, by

the Encomium he takes to_himfclf, in the Para-
%raph next following: where he fays, That this
lace had fo wonderfully tormented the Wits of
the greateft Men, that have Writ De Re Nummaria
in this laft Age, and had rendered all their Endea-
vours in vain to this very Day; we have now
%iven a true.and paffable Interpretation of this
lace: And then goes on to fhew how all others
had failed in it, and recites the Opinions of Glari-
onusy Hotomanus, Budeys, Pancerollus, Villalpandus,
Agricola, Snellius, Portius, Scaliger, and at length
comes to Savotus, for whofc Sake { have mention-
cd all the Reft; who explains the' A. §. that then
were, as near feven Times heavier than the com-
mon Ones; which Conceit moved, as this Author
. K o S fays
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fays, the Laughter of Gromevius very defervedly,
_and alfo of all Learned Men ever fince.

I grant indeed that Gromovius was 2 i%'reat op-
ofer of Saverus’s Opinion, but in 2 civil and ob-
Eging Manner, and by no Means in fach a De-
gree of Laughter, as when he wrote againft #bra- ‘
mus, (Hardwin's fellow Jefuit) whom he expofes as |
much as poflible; and little better than putsaFool’s
Coat on his Back, and weak Arguménts in his
Mouth, to make him the Derifion and Lau%h' -
Stock to all that fhall read his pleafant Difcourfe
againft him, not printed I think in Gromovius’s 8w

dition, but the 470 Edition, p. 656, where I fup-
pofe Monfieur Hardwin met with it, and had ne-

- ver feen or heard of Abramus’s two Folio’s, tho’
ggtr;tcd at Paris, Anno 16313 But as I have faid
re, .tho’ Gromovius has fhewn much Wit in

that Difcourfe, and played upon Abramus every
where, yet he fcarce touches the main %fﬁon at
“‘all, but leaves his own Opinion as undefended, as
he has render’d the othet’s light 'and ridiculous. |

-‘Havine already acquainted you with four Per- l
fons, who agree with me in the Opinion, that the
Denarii, at firft, were of a far greater Weight than
Budeus and his Followers afcribe to them. I come
now in the fifth Place to quote, -out of a late Au-
thor of great Fame and Reputation,  fome Paffages
that feem to center in the fame Opinion, tho’ not

. openly owned, or publickly profefled by him. The
Book is writ by Monficur Gafp. E)z"jénﬁbmid, a
Gentleman of Strashurg, intitled, De ponderibus €3
menfuyis difquifitio mova, publifhed at the fame Place
MDCCVIII; but never heard of by me, *ull I -
found him highly celebrated by the late Bifhog) of

ub-

Bath and Wells, in his Treatife upon the fame o
~ . Joct:

|

|

|
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jeét: T will not pretend to contract him, becaufe
heisav onciiyc Author, and has wuch Matter
in.a ﬁnallﬁoom', rand i very. well werth thé per-
ufal of all eur young Gentlemen of Quality. I

thall only tranfcribe two ‘or thiée Places out of

him; the firft may be met with in his Preface a4
Leétoxem, in the Forin follbowing. =~ S

I queftion aot but.many People will expeét that
no ‘Marks, or large Periods, are to ‘be found'én
the feveral Coins themftlves, dnly Ciphers, but there-
in they will be miftaken, for I fuppole Mr. Eifen-
[fclomid s Printer ufed the ldttefforl:g{ of the fornter, -

- ANDI think jt conveniént to let my Readers
krow, as well for the fake of Mr. Esfenfchmid’s
Volume, sas for this-of my own, that thefe Tables |
which .I have tranfcribed ffomi his Printed Bobk,
where the Aufhor hid made Lines only, I hive
caufed the Printer to .put Ciphers, (which I
think to be more .propér) in -their room, as for
Example, Vide Line 4. of the 1ft Column of the
Table of Libra: féiu. A§; iftead of 0 - -
as in his Printed Original, I have caus’d Cipbers
to be -placed;- which is the only Alteration, or Va-
Eié!ﬁoﬁ thit 1 have made from Mr. Eifenfchmid’'s
opy. o :

- K2 . UNCLE
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I have tranfcribed thefe TarrLes, ot only to
fhew the Weight of the Affes at feveral Tines;
but alfo the Weight, and Notes, or Marks, by
which one Piece of Brafs Money was known and
diftinguifhed from another: I never met with any’
fuch TaB L E as this, in all the Books that have yet
come to my Hand, and therefore it muft needs be
very. ufeful to a young Beginner, -that firt fets up-
onthe like Studies. .'And from the great Diverfity I
find in all the A5, which may be of more, butat
leaft of five or fix Kinds; and ‘therefore by Confe-'
glemel of five at leaft, before they come to one-

unce Affes; and after which, Pliny gives an Ac-
count of two or three other Changes; and yet in

e K3 . this
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. this. FangE there are nonementianed: thas - wies
ed under a fingle Ounce, ‘or an half Ounce 4§ a-
mongft thcm!;%l 3 asfor the Qwadruffis here mention-"
e‘g;' containing :g_ Ounces, and had the complete
cight. of. four. Pounds of Brafs; threg Ounceshe-
ing decayed by Rafty or. fome other-Accidenty; and
it 15 almoft a Wonder, that in above 2000 Years,
it was no more wafted ‘thgn this comes.to;_Sothat
I think ‘we hardly need agy other Arg:t:ent, than
the Sight of this Table, to prove,. the A4/ffes
did not at'onc leap,. as Pliny writes, fall. from.a
Pound Weight to that of two-Ounces -only; as
has been fhewed before by the Stips anciakis menti-
- oned in feveral Places in my two LETTERS to

Mr. Thoresty. -~ o :

T u'g following Quotatjons out of Mr. Eifen/ch-
" . mid, were finifh l%lme about tthiddleof-@v-
vember laft, but by fome:Aceident or "other were
- wholly loﬂ,:, and not either to be found here or at
Neweaftle, and therefore I am' forced to renew them
a freth; and being in hafte, the Prefs ftaying for
them,. I haye net,Time to read that Baok. over:a-
F;un, but content, my {elf -with viewing, the
ét’ter‘ Part of it, which. poflibly may. make the
urious more. defirous to pernfc the whole, which -
will be' very well worth. their. Pains and Labour.

Tue firft Plce I have ygt mes with, - that is
worth more than; ordinary Obfervation, and which-
I know not whether I evet yet took precife: No-
tce of it before, may be.found Pag. 126; where
he informs us, That- where ever an Number, ei-.
‘til;:r of Seﬁcr;n, 'I?r D:_m’ers, had a Line or Stroke.
frawn over the T'op of them, that Stroke fignifi-
&4, thar the Number was. £o-be: naderfiaod. of: fo-

many
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many thoufands of either of thofe fingle Coins;
»ut never of {o many thoufand Sefercia 1n thePlu-
al Number, for there the Number of fo many
Thoufands were underftood of themfelves, without
mny Mark, or Line over their Heads. And'Pag.
134. he fays; . Now that famous Enquiry ought
0 be took Notice of, which is this, Whether
the frft. Silver Denarsi, coined by the Romans,
were of the fame Weight with thofe that after-
wards were produced when they were extrem-
Pr leflened, and of which, under the Title of Con-
ulary Demsers, very ma:\K are to be met with. The
Affirmative, that at firflt they were larger than af-
terwards, feemshighly probable, upon the Account
of the vaft Difproportion, that otherwife would
appear to have been; between the Rate and Value
of Brafs and Silver; for it is fcarce credible, that
one and the fame kind of Silver Money fhould an-
{wer to a certain Proportion of Brafs, to which
fhortly after, thetwenty fourth part alone thould be
efleemed equal. - :

Savot indeed (tho’ he be by many laughed at.for
it) relates, or ftates the fir{t Denarii to have been
of an Ounce Weight, or at leaft four-of them to
have been contained in an Ounce, (but this, as I
have above obferved, was an_ Errour or Miftake,
ufing the Word Denarius when he meant only a
Seflerce, fee Pag. ) for he had viewed or ex-
amined fome Denarii (or rather Sefferces) that weigh-
ed 126 Pgqrifan Grains; on the one Side of which
was a two faced Fanus, and on the other a Chariot, -
with four Horfes, and a thundering Faupiter, with
the Infeription RO M 4 upon it; and has much
the fame Refemblance with that of Patin’s Table of
uncertain Coinsy with which Fulv. Ur/finus has encrea-
fed his Roman Families, where it obtains the firft -

K 4 . . Place;
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Place; and the fame is dclineated by Molinet, out
of the Library of St. Genevieve, Pa. §6, which he
ftyles a double Denarius: And Saver, not only found
many fuch Deniers among his Friends, but ‘one alfo
in his own Cabinet, of undoubted Antxgu;?' and
elegant Workmanthip, made by the Hand of fome
Greck Artificer, -and is ftill intire) and of the Weight
- of 124 Paris Grains: Befides the Letters do not ftand
out, as in other Coins, but-are hollow and’ madeby
Percuffion, and the Figure A, fométhinft:qpcq at the
Top of it, which is a' Sign of it’s: vaft Antiquity:
The fame Savot had feen other Moneys of the fame
Weight, with the Image of 2 Horfe, or the Neck
of that Beaft, and Wl?t%:thc Infcription ROMANO,
with the like Pictures as may be found in Goltzius
Grecia magna, Tabula XVIIL. . Gronovius oppofes
this Opinion of Save#, in his Book of Sefferces, iib.
2. cap. 1. and lib. 3. eap. 9. for which he bringsnot
one Arguments non uno allato argumiento ( < 1 have
“ render'd the Englify Word for ‘Word ‘with the
“ Latin, tha’ no ’ﬁmbt Mr. Eifenfchmid méant, not
€ one, but many Arguments, but I think the contra-
“ ry); * and then concludes with thefe: Words,
an vero conficiat alii viderinty noftram e vion facimus
controverfiam ; (which may be-englithed this) wbe-
ther Gronovius has confuted Savot, or mit let others
judg, for - I intend mot to muke this nty owm Contro-
very. o O
Tuese laft Words' of Mr. Eifenfchmid. imply
one of thefe two Things, that he was unwillingto
refleCt on' the elder Gromovins, out of Compliment
to the younger Gromovius, them, it’s likely, alives
or, that he fear'd to be dealt with by him, orfome
othery as Savos had been; if not by Gromoviss, ye&
by Hardwin, who endeavoured to explode his Opi-

T

pion, and render it rediculous; bug I.thik ;{1,1;;:
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are more rediculous Paflages in Hardwin; than any
Man could expe& to have met with in fo learned
and eminent an Authot. IR

I~ Page 136. Mr. Eifenfchmid -compares the Ro-
man Money with the Modern, part of which Page
1 do not well underftand, becaufeit relates to French
Money ; but plainly ftates the Densrii Confulares at
cight French Shillings, and nearan eighth part more,
which I think in our Money is 84. #; aund further
tells us, this does nearly agree with Mr. Hardwin’s
' Valuation alfo, faying, ‘Presvit mobis in hoc - valore
“ fatuendo R. P. Hardwinus Soc. Jefu in dottiffimis ad
. Plinium _notis pafim. , ‘

Hanc ipfum veteris pecunie Romane efii- o
mande modum, etiam ifti tempori; quo Affes ~ - > 137
adbuc librales erant, applicare omnesy quicunque batie~
nus de bacre [eripferumt etiamvetufii; and a little af-
ter giving fome feeming Countenance to fuch as
were of that Opiuion, he goes on and fays, Page
138. Ar wvero Sciendum eft Romanos tunc temporis ere
quidem fic [atis abundaffe, nom item argento, quod nom
minus ac ipfum awrum, gemmaram loco babebgtur. Mi-
wime staque mirare debemus immane argenti pretium fupra
es, cum iftud ad wufum pecunie flari primo cepit 5 [eptima
enim uncie argenti portio (fi quidem e tali pondere De-
narius primum fuerit) decem eris libris #quabatury id
eff, una argenti pars 840 partibus eris. Unde nemo ni-
[ plane imiquus cenfor negare poterit, pecunie bujufmodi
eflimationem ex ere non argento effe inflituendam’; maxi-
meque hic wvalere debet de eodem argento quod Aufo-
nius de auro predicat. ‘ : R
* Auro magnus honos auri pretium tameneft xs. -
Sane non poffunt won ridendos fe fiffere qui aliter de

bac re fatuunt. o
Mr. Eifenfchmid for fear

I~ this laft Paragraph,
of Mr. Saver’s'Fate, {eems all along to mix Irong
S s and o

.
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and T'ruth together, and complies with a falfe Opi-
nion of others, to gain a fairer Entrance for his
own, for what he feems to allow in one Sentence,
he endedvours to oyerthrow in another, as will be
evident from what went before, and now follows
aficr,, for' there he feems to allow- that the =th Part
of an’ Ounce of Silver was. worth 846 Parts of
Brafs ; -bur with this Provifo, that this was the full
Weight of a Denarius, at it’s firft Coinage. Then,
he fays thus,  Brafs was to-give the Rate to Sil-
< ver, and he muft be laugh'd at that denies it; ” -
then goes on in the following Manner. , B
Denarium [iilicet communiter comparant cush Regal

Hifpanieo, feu Fulio Italico, adeogue decimam ejus par-
tem [cilicet A(fem libratem cum Bajacco. Bonum factum !
equiparare Affem Bbralem veterem cum nummulo novello.
eyufdem mietalliy qui vix' dicimam [extam alterius .par-
tem in’ pondere habet 5 quafi vero poft-tot exbauflos han-
tesy toties rarius bodie s exifierety quam olim primis poff
Romam conditam [eculis fueras. Certe qui tunc ceritum
millia eris poffedit, totidem libras eris poffdet, unde
baud aliter spfius divitie Ifzmt eftimande quam ex «fti-
matione eris.  Sed fi vel maxime s pro norma pecu-.
nie poncre velimusy difficultas oboritur in affignando vero
&jus precio s comodsffiina tamen mibi videtur via, fi atten-
damis ad tempora, quibus Rome Affes [emiunciales fasti
Junt 5 eorumque [edecim uno Denario permutati. Hinc enim
diftimus, fi fedecim Semuntie feu uncie oo eris valent
oéta [olidos Turonicos, duodecim uncie [eu libram isitegram,
id ofty ipfum Alfemeris gravis, duodecim folidos Turomicos
valeturam, Ad bodiernam eris pretium proxime bec-ac-
cedinty [altem in noffris regionibus; Newvero quis exsfti-
maty, wimium fieri & nobis, adducamus iterum prime
claffis cenfum & Servio ‘Tullio inflitutum, nempe cen-
tum millia Erisy quod effiit 60000 libras Turomicas
noftro calculo, fed aliorum 4000 tamtum. Hic exclama-

T " bunt
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bunit: nownulliy tantam fummam wulli civium Romanorum
1wnc temporis quadtare. At [ecus ommino- apparet, cums
&7 multe fumilie illufives atque potentes Rome tunc ve
perivemtur, aliegue: (ubinde- ex circumyjectis populis, imo
(3 removis, opibus valentes, illuc migrayent, quod ex bi-
Joviasnon grave. evit monfirare.  Quin potius abjette ni-
mis de posentie Rémana: judicare cenfends funt, qui fum-
mas. privati:civis divitias non ultra 4000 libras Turom-
ias_ ferexsondiffe. afferunt. , '

In the fére-going Words, this Author plainly
difcovers. his-Opinion. fully to with my own.
Hypothiefis, pleaded’ for. in the foregoing Letters ;
yet as if he- durft not- boldly own, or ftand by it,
for Rear. of’ being laughed at by the Gromovis, and
Hardgini,” He dfaws back a little; and fences him-
felf with the-following Words.  Sed de bis fuum cui-
libet judicium- lperam efto, mobis propofuiffe fufficiat.
The Englifth of this Laun is this, Buw of this ket
every Mun's Fudgment-be free, it is [ufficiens for me

“to0 barve propofed st. o

THis Faint—hartedngfs, orThilmorouﬁmfs, inMr.
Bsfenfchmid's owning -and avouching his own Opini-
on{ {vas Iféppofc the Reafon wg§ the late Bi?hop '
of Bath:and ‘Aells who commends him Pag, 18. as -
2 very-learned -and- curious: Author; takes no No-
tice of it at all in his whole Book.

A& p:tho’ I can never fufficiently admire Mr. Es-
[enfchmid’s exaét Judgment, and vaft Knowledge in-
the Mathematicks, yet I cannot but think it an
Inle'we of my Kindnefs to him to obferve 2 Miftake
ot two, -and -corret it, for the Benefit of his Rea-
derg, or evenhimfelfalfb, when he reprints his Book, .
orlgqu othier Friend for him; for certain it is, an
Injury to any Man’s Reputation, to have an Error

opagated nthe World, for wantof a perfeét Col-
E&ion of the Errata; -as I find, by fad “xpcriertxﬁc,

. at
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that many ov ts had pafledin my ANNALS
which if 1 had obferved my felf, or received infor-
mation from others, asfrom fomeI fince have done,
I thould with all Gratitude acknowledged it, asbei
much obliged by it. Theone of thefe Overfi
(for they are no more than Overfights) has
obferved in my Leters alradg Printed, Pag. 1003
the other I met with at the End of his Book, and
which is of very confiderable Moment, and not-en-
ter'd among the Spbalmata Corrigenda, and may be
found in Pag. 1453 where fpeaking of the 1200
Slaves reftored to the Ramans, which coft the Acba-
ians, the Donors, a hundred Talents, viz. yoo
Drachms aHead, r-»- It is now printed Swbduéto cal-
culo pro cemtum Talentis 600000 Denarii provemiusnt
adesque pro fingulis 6000 Denarii; where the laft
Sum 6000 ought to have been but goo.

I think in the laft Copy I recommended (this
fmall but excellent Book, ing all others that .
-ever I read before it) to the Perufal of our young -
Gentry, in which they will find many i
worth their Notice, which will require little Time
to read, and lefs Price to buy, it being printed in
O¢tavo, and I think, not containing above 200 Pa~
g;s, taking in the yo Tables, Index, altoge-
ther. :

IN a Copy that has mifcarried either here, or
oing to Newcafile, 1 had given the different Num-
rs afcribed by Livy, Pliny, Aulus Gellius, and Pomp.
Feftus, to the firft Claffis of the' Roman Cenfus ;
t%gcthcr' with a Table, according to my Valuation
of Sefierces, from one to as many Milljons, as are
"to be met with in any Roman Hiftory: Which
fhall be placed after fome Remarks I am now mak-
ing upon Dr. Arbusbnot’s Tables of Wcights, Mea-~

fures, {J¢. at the end of thefe Mifcellamies. ™
. RE-
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REMARKS

{ Dr. Arbutbnots Book,

" TABLES.

Had publifh’d what I intended De Re
Nummaria (had not the Operator de-
layed me) fome Time beg::e Chrift-
mafs laft; and then I fhould never
have feen the fo much celebrated Book
of Dr. drbutbnot : Nor did I ever
hear, in my Privacy, the leaft Word of it, ’till
the laft Year I met with it, in the printed Ca-
tlogue of Dr. Fimmy’s Library ; upon which, I -
mmediately. fent to Durbam to buy it, but it was
fold before my Letter got thither. But thortl
| dter this, T became engaged in a Bufinefs of a dif-
| ferere Nature, and thought no more of it, ’till it
: . was
|

AND
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was recommended to me by a Perfon of great Ho-

.nour, who had heard of my Letters De Re Num-

maria, then in the Prefs. And being isfornged that
there was a fecond Edition of it in ‘che Hiads of
a Relation of ‘mine, then in Lowdon: ¥ cmiployed

" my Nephew to borrow it, who by Hotac -accident
.or other, was fruftrated of his 'hopes ; and Yor fear

T could not wait longer for it, vertured, without
my Order, to purchafe it for me, -at 307. Price,
the Value of it daily encreafing; and which came
not to my Hands ’till after the Beginning of Chrifi-
mafs. Upon hearing the t Vogue it was in
all over England, and infpelting fome few Pages in
it, I prefently decerned, that all my Letters, and
the Opinion I maintained in them, would either
not be read at all, or condemned for the new Hy-

othofis I advanced in them, and this for two

cafons. Firff, Becaufe my Notion had been for-
merly rejected by thofe emment Criticks Gromovius .
and Hardwin's. Secondly, Becaule Dr. Arbuthnot,
both in his Book and Tables, had given a leffer
Account of the Value of the Roman Denarsus, than
I had done in my Letters; which two Confidera-
tions would render them defpicable and unfaleable;
fo that I found it abfolutely Neceffary to fupprefs
them, or elfe, as well as I could, to indeavour to
fupport and vindicate them. And yet fince I could
not do this without diffenting from, and entering
the Lifts with, an old Acquaintance, and familiar,
Collegiate for .fome Months, or rather Years in
University Correck in Oxford: And whos 1
thought had endcavoured to oblige me, by under-
taking to anfwer fome Quares fent to Dr. Base
man, now deceafed, as I have hﬂvm Netice at the’
BEnd of that Letter, now publithed. B

ur

il
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Bur a little before I fent it to the Prefs, I or-
derd my Nephew to wait upon the Doéor; and
prefent him with my ANNALS; but my Ne-
phew taking the Perfon intended, to be a Do&ar
of Divinity, could hear of no fuch Perfon; but
after a confiderable Stay, he difcovered his Mi~
ftake, and going to enquire after the Doéter at his
Houfe, he heard he was at the Barh, and errone-
ouily, as I fuppofe, mentioned my Letter as writ
to him, which the Door faid he never received,
for it wasdirected indced to another.Perfon ; which -
Letter, as appears by it’s Date, ‘was writ above
fixteen Years ago: Wherefore now finding, that
his Book was publifhed near twenty Years ago, I
take it for granted, that he had thoughts of it
before my Letter was writ to Dr. Bateman, and
therefore more readily engaged to write an Anfwer
to it, which if he had readily fent to me, I {hould
have  acquainted him both with. my Hypothefis,
and likewife with my Eftimate of the Romas De-
marius; and by that Means, the one or the other
of us would have altered our Sentiments, and He
his Book and Tables; and, by that Means, fent
them out more correct than I conceive them now
to be: But becaufe it is now too late to bris
Time back again, and that one of us muft
be in the Wron%; I hope He is fo great a Lover
of Truth, as to be willing to embrace it wherever
it may be difcovered to him; and to aflit him in
the Search of it, I will give an Account of what
1 %iave met with in any of the Books I have read,
ih Relation to the Value cither of the Seferces, or
Denariiy, which wholly depend on the fame Hy-

othefis’s, fo as the Knowledge of one, muft needs -
elp forward and illuftrate the Difcovery of the

other. .
N
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I~ doing this, I can receive no great help from
Bideys, Agricola, Hotamanus, Coverruvias, Villal-
andus, &¢.-=-=- -=-~==-- and moft other foreign
%Vritcrs; becaufe I do not underftand their Mean~
in giving the Worth or Weight of Roman
oney, in Terms propet to their. feveral Nationsy
whofe Language I no way pretend to be knowing
of, nor have any Friends or chuaintance here who
are able to explain them to me: And thercfore X
- thall confine my felf to our Emglifb Authors, and
in order to this, I firft made enquiry after Bithop
Tonflal’s Book, a’'Man of great 1(\‘fotc in Harry the
8th’s Time, for his Knowledge in Mathematicks,
and publifthing his Arithmetick in Latin ; at the End
of which he had given an Account of Englifb Mo~
ney, and that, as I was informed, in Relation to
the Roman; but the Book was grown fo.{carce,
that it could not be had at Lomdon. Upon this I
requefted Bithop Burnet to borrow it for me of
Dr. More, then %ifhop of Ely; but he was at that
Time {5 engaged, as I take it, in vifiting or de-
termining fgmc Difputes at Trinity COLLEGE in
Cambridge, that he could not have Time or Leafure
to feek for it: And Bithop Burnet fent me Word,
that the other Bifhop had fuch an Ocean of Books,
that he was not Privy fo his own Wealth which he
poffefled in this Kind: But he added, of himfelf,
that it was a Pity, that any that would ufe Books
thould want them: And therefore told me, that
'what I defired, let me fend to Mr. Churchill, and
as far as Five Pounds went, his Lordfhip would
pay for them. This indeed was a very generous
Offer; but I declined it, by acqunintini his Lord-
thip, that I was not in fo low a Condition, but
that ‘there were very many on whom his Charit

might be better placed ; but that if he would Honour
e ' my
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my Study with the HISTORY of the Refor-
mation, (at that Time juft {welled into three Vo-
lumes) I would thankfully accept of them; which
fhortly after I reccived from the Hands of his Ex-
| écator.
Bu T Maving thus owned the Bithop’s Generofi-
ll:y I muft next inform my Reader ;Eat Occafion
| Thave now to make fome Comphaints of hard U-
fage; partly to my felf, but infinitely more to-
ward Dr. Henry Wharton, and that after his deceafe
~alfo; the Matter of Fatt lies in this Order: After
. Aw. Harmer had gublifhed his Specimen of Errours, to
be found in the Bithop’s Hiftory of the Reformation
there “was a Perfon that frequented’ the Coffee-houfe,
where we met daily, in Qxon, and who afterwards
became a Prelate in freland, that was continually
running down that HrsToRry, for the Sake of
the Errours difcovered .in it many of which are
not very material, and might in fo large a Work
have been eafily pardoried : And in order to obtain
fach a Pardon, I acquainted his Lordthip with
fome more ,conﬁderabcie Errata’s, to be found in
the firft Volume of the ANGLIA SACRA; out of
which 1 hid drawn up as many Miftakesas I could -
poffibly meet with, and had difcanted upon them,
as far.as'I was able, in the fame Method 4. Har-
mer had drawn up his, and without acquainting the .
" Bifhop who was the Author, fent them up to his
Lordihip, with Licence, if he thought fitting, to -
rint them. ‘But when the Colle&tian was made,
had prefix’d, firft a Letter to his Lordthip, and .
next an Epiftle to the Reader: In the Former it
. was but fitting to compliment his Lordfhip; but
the Latter was altogether as Yarge in Commenda-
tion of Dr. # barton’s Skill, Difigence, and Faith-
fullnef¥ in. viewing and wﬁmining the Records of

aur
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Sy e Fia
our Englifh. Church Hiftory.. The difguft that this
laft g’;gve his Lordthip, obliged hsulm, to ftifle
the whole Tra&; but yet he was pleafed to fhew
_Part of it to many, by way as I fugpo{é in excufe
or anfiwer for his own Miltakes: But asel take it
after the Do&or’s Deceafe, he made it an Occafion
of fouly be-fpattering him, as a Man of no Credit,
- and all he had writ in that SPECIMEN, was fit
to go for nothing ; which Pra&ice of his Lordfhip,
- after T came to read both in the Preface and. Iniro-

dution to his Lordfhip’s third Volume, I was a-
mazed at his Injuftice both.to the Living and the
Dead. For 1 -fxad acquainted, his Lordthip, that
the Faults were none of Dr. Zharton’s own making,
who had never feen the Manufcript it felf; ‘but on-
ly fome Exfcript of it writ by fome raw and illite-
rate Perfon, employed by fome of his‘Oxford Friends
to fend him a Copy. o¥ it. . There is indeed one
Thing the Bifhop takes Netice of, as an Infertion
of the Docor’s to make the firft-Line intelligible :
T have not my own Manufcript by me, but this I
_ very well remember, that the Errours moft infifted
on, are all in the Statutes made by Bifhop Hasfeld,
Founder of Durpam CoL LE GE, which being in- '
ferted into the middle of a larger Manufcript, had
~in the Binding, the Top of part of it cut offy and :
part of the Letters of the firft Line took away;
. -And therefore the Bifhop fays, that tho’ the Con-
traftion of Capitulum might be miftaken, “and read
Eplam &3 Catholice, for Cathedralis, that it was, a5
one may fay crimen falfi to add Comventus.. Now in
this his Lordthip. is miftaken, for I fuppofe Dr.
Whdrton might poflply take Cap’lum for Conventus,
for according to the truc Reding the Statutes, af-
-ter omnibus, &c. is thus to be read, Nos pggory &

Capitulym "Ecclefie Cathedralls Duneim.
' C T ' I once
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I once threatned my Lord Bithop’s Son, that I
had Thoughts of publifhing this, and fome other
Fatts the Bifhop had ufed to avoid, the Difcove-

of fome other Errata communicated to him

by other Hands; but I forbore doing fo, leaft I
fhould feem ungrateful for the Kindnefles, done and
offered to me. '
' AND contenting my felf in having thus fuffici- .

ently vindicated Dr. 77 barton’s Integrity 3 I fhall
now fay no more of that Bithop, but it his
Atfhes to reft in Peace and Quietnefs: And return
again to my former Subject, .and give fome Ac-
count of thofe of our Nation that have writ any
Thing co ing the Worth of Roman Money.

ANpD the » as I faid before, that have ex-
prefly treated of our Coin, I take to be Bithop
Tonftal, inhis Book De Arithmetica, which Ibought
at laft out of Dr. Fimmey’s Library; but when it
came to my Hand, tho’ in the Beginning of the -
Elenchus Capitumt, of his four Books, he adds an -
Appendix, Ex Gulielmi Budei de Affe excerpta, -in
qua prifea Latinorum €5 Grecorum [upputatio ad -
fiimationem pecunie tam Gallice, tum Anglice revoca-
tury Pag. 433. But when I came to confult that
Page, at the End of the Book, I found by the
remaining Stumps of the Paper, to my f{urprize
and difappointment, (ﬂl'mt I believe it came fo into
the laft Qwner’s Pofleflion) that the Book was
imperfeét : And now fear that it is become fo great
aRarity, that it will hardly be met with at Home,
except in fome publick Library; which I doubt
not, but if it could, would give a great Light,
both into the Englifb and. Fremch Coins that were
then in Ufe in either Nation. -

NexrT after Bithop Zonflal, 1 examined what
Account Bifhop Gooper gaxf of the Roman Denari-

: 2 us

-



" caft away, as will appear fhortly hereaft
.;OViUs goes on, tells us, that a prefent Englifp
* Pound 1s but a Zriens, or third Part of an ancient
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#s in his Diionary, (the Name Seffersius not be-
ing to be met with there) of which no more is
fud of the Denarii, than barely what he had bor-
rowed from Agricola ; that they were of three Sor,

~ fome of 6, fome of 7, and fome of 8 in.the Ounce,

and the laft of thefe of the Value. of 2 Groat, when
eight Groats went to the whole Ounce.
ArTeR him I muft quote 7 bomas T hormatius

his 4th Edition in 8vo. printed 1592, who.tho' he

fpeaks of the Sefferces, yet defcends not to ther
alue, but gives that of the Demarius at eight
Pence Engli/bg.| '

S1R Henry Savile here follows in Oxder, who
tranflated Tacitus into Englifp, and made fome Notes
upon him; but I have not that Tranflation by
me, and therefore muft borrow the Account of
Lim from Gromovius, tho' his Tacitus was publifhed
in Fovrrxo, in the Year 1482: .'That Author, #4b.
3. cap. 2. p. 120. acknowledges. Sir Henry to bea
celebrated Critick, and gives this Encomium of
him, that he was Pir conditione &5 animo excellexs
and bemoans, that for one Man’s bad ufe of Criti-
cifim, he fhould defpife it in gl;m:ral; And after-
wards /. 3. cap. 6. pa. 157, he fpeaks of the Va-
lue of Enghfb Sterling Money, compared with the

" Romain; Husafinodi Sterlingorum libros ofto cenfit Sar

vilius fuiffe Romanorsm mille mummum ; 'Thomas Tho-
mafius addit nobilem, five fex Shillingos, Penningos oio.
‘The Former of thefc two comes not up to my rec-
koning of a Sefferce at 2d. but the larter exactly a-
grees with it, when the Fraction belonging to it is

erfn%‘ut Gro-

>

Englifh Pound, or of an ancient or prefent Romas
Pound: Tho’ this is not agreeable to what I have
. . com-

1
1
1
1
|
|
|

|
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computed a Roman Pound at in fome of my fore-
going Letters, for I compute by an Averduposs
Ounce of 438 Grains, but Gromovius by a Trey
Ourice of 480 Grains; for if we reckon as he, and

many others do, by a Z#ey Pound, and divide a-

Troy Ounce ‘into feven Parts, each Denarius would
amount to little lefs than nine Pence- of our Mo-

The next, in order of Time, that I havebyme, -

is a Difcourle De Re Nummaria, writ by Edward

Brerewood, Aftronomy Profeffor at Grefbam CoL- -
LEGE, and publifhed by his Nephew in 4t0 Ao’

16145 but it being a pofthumous Book, he fcems
not, to mie, to be every where Confonant to him-
feif : For in his 19 Page be fays, a Drachma was
the eighth Part of an Ouncz, and of equal Worth

with a Roman Dewarius, and in the Margent fets -
=d. 0b. as it’s Value; but fays, that a Siater, or -

Tetradrachmum, is four Drachms of XXX Pence,

which I take to be a great Leffcning of the Greek -

Coins: Then Page 34, he quotes all the¢ Authors

that fay there were 84 Denarios ex wna Argenti libra .

cufos, valuit proinde vetus ille Denarius 8 d. 0b. c.cum
.2 ¢. (I.do not well underftand what he Means by

cum % ¢. nor what others by their ¢ ¢.) But after

?- 3¢ lie computes the new Dewarii under Claudius
the Emperor, at 7d. ob. the Quinarius at 3d. ob. g%,
and the Sefferces at 1d. ob. g% ¢. 1 have heard this
Book much-commended for the Account it gives
of the Hebrew Money, and the Sums given and
colleGted toward the Building of the Temple at
Feryfolom. L o e
I have not h:-{r:l atlicr R:hder,f or. Gzﬁlxmg;’i BE;;

&ionary, to confult ‘what they fay on this Subj
neither do1 think them muciytoybe rded ;Jbut
Holyoke's, printed Ao 1677, with Dr. Barlow, Bi-
: : L3 ' {hop
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‘{hop.of Lincolw’s, Recommendationbeforeit, is not
much to be rclied on; for explaining the Denarius
in Englifb, what he fays, is c iefly borrowed from

. Agricola: And then afterwards in Latin he tells us, -

that the ancient Denarius was worth a Drachma and
a Half, or twelve Pence Sterling, the Lighter 74.
and the middle Sort eight Pence. He has likewife
a large Account of all Sorts of Weights and Mea-
fures moftly, as I think taken from dgricola, at
the End of his Book, and a long Argument in Ap-
probation that there ought no Difference to
mad¢ betwixt Seffertius 1‘;?1119.1', and Seflercia plu-
ral ;- but this is {o exploded and confuted by others
before his Time, that it makes me Think that
Holyoke is not much to berelied on in any Thing,
in which he differs from other Authots. As to
what he fpeaks of Groats of eight in an Ounce,
the- Word Groa#, I think, is borrowed from the
French, and fignifies no more than fomething
- great and bigger than Ordinary. As I take it, the
- firft Groars, each of four Penny Weight, were
* ¢oined by Edward the 3d. before he leflened his
Coin, and then muft anfwer, or be’ of the fame
Weight, with 124. of our prefent Money.
* WHEN in the 27th Edward the third, a Pound
was coined into 2ys. taking awdy a yth from the
former Groat, there would remain fomething better
than od. 0b. . ' ’ -

9 H. 5. a Pouhd ‘was coined into 305s. and take
away a 6th Part from 94d. 0b. there will remain
to the Groat about 7d: 0b. ¢ )

§-Ed. 4. a Pound was coined into 37s. 64. take
away therefore almoft a 4th Part of 124. or a 4th
~ Part }; d. 0b. there {eems to remain near 6d. ob. g*

1 /.8, 'who coinéd 45s. outofa Pound, andtaic
away a 4th Part from 6 4. ob. g% there will remain
about 44. ¢* o : 1

4
|
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I take it for granted that thefe Computations
~ are not altogether Right, but be that as it will, it
is almoft certain, that in Henry the eighth’s Time,
before he enormoutly corrupted the Silver, with a
vaft Allay of Brafs, eight Grosts were coined out
of 2 Pound: Now djvide 480 Grains, contained in
a2 Troy ,Pound, or 6od. of our Money, an eight
Part of either of thefe would arife to ;?},K Times 60
Grains,. which would ¢ach make 74. half Penny
of our Money, whichour Fore-fathers, about Henry
the eighth’s Time, réckoried equal to a Roman De-
nariusy of which, I believe I fhall fpeak fome what .
more hereafter. = - o
A ND thus much concerning the Worth of ‘the
f;iglx]b Groat, at which the Demarius was compu-
3 but what is here faid, is but a fudden Effay,’
and mutft be redtified, otherwife it will make ra-
ther againft'my Hypothefis than for it, becaufe I
had it.not in my Mind that there are now 15 Mo-
dern Groats in an Oynce, and’ fomething better.
28 Ed. 3. an Ounce of Silver*was coined into 20 4.
inthe 20 Yearof ‘E4. 3. into 22 4. in his 27th into
25d. 9H.y. into 30d. 1 H. 6. into 37:d.-4 H. 6.
into 304d. 24.H.6. 30d. §-Ed. 4. into 373i4d. 49 of
H. 6. being reftored to the ‘Crown 1470, at 37,
which continued all theReigns of Ed.4. Ric.3. and
H.the#th. rH.8. at 45d. 34 H.8.at 484d. 3 Ed.6.
at 72. 6 £4.6. at 60d. or g 5. and an Ounce fo ¢oi~
till the 43d of Eliz. at g's. 24. or 624. and fo
ever fince to this Day. - :
Wu AT in Englifp is called a Groat, is-in French
I believe called a Grofs, or great Piece. .Mr. Eifen~
[ebmidy pa. 3d. fays, a French Ounce . contained 8
Groffes, a Grofs 3 Demiersy a Denier 24 Grains,  and
confequently the whole Ounce 76 Grains. Had
I took Notice'of this at firft, and.not difpair'd, as
L 4 I.did
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I did, of underftanding the Fremch reckoning, I
might have comprehended more of the Authors I
have read, then now I do; or if Mr. Eifen/ibmid
had premifed this at the End of his Preface, where
he gives an Account of ‘the feveral Sorts of A,
by their Ounces, Groffés, and Grains Weight, I
fhould have taken more Notice of ‘what I read;
but being at firt non-pluffed, I took lefs Notice
of whatI found in his.gook afterwards, and which
I did not difcover *till the Time of this my. prefent
Writing, -
D Rr. Littletoriy, who publithed his Diétiodary a-
bout the fame Time" tiaz'Holyoke ‘did, interprets
. the Roman Denarius very doubtfully, and indifcri-
'gin};;;ly tells us, it was of the Value of 84. or 74.
0. . ’ . e
thall here alfo add what I find in Sir Hewry
Spelman’s Gloffary, who under the W ord Denarius,
&;{uotmﬁe Fortifcue, fometime. Chancellor to King
enry the 6th, out of hisBook De Laudibus Legum
Angliey Cap. §3.) has thefe Words, Ruatuor [o-
lidi redditus (Parifienfes) qui de pecunia nofira (An-
glicana) ofto Dexarios mow exceduns. 'This I think
thews that at that Time Fforty eight of Fremch Pence
‘were only Worth eight of ours; but Mr. Hard-
win feems to me to give the Value of a Roman
~ Denarius at 8 Solids their Money, and 96 /. of theirs
make 8 /. of oursand fo I guefs the Accountsare rec-
koned at this prefent Time. Sir Henry himfelf adds,
Hodiernus nofier Denarius Scaticum [olidum equiperat :
Antiquus igitur tribus potior. Nam cum kodie quing;
-[olidi coque fupra ex una argemsi uncia cudantur, bocef
witra 60 Denarios Tantundem olim argenti vigendi folum-
modo exbibuit. Thave mentioned this rather to divert
my Reader, than to diaw apy Arguments from it.

- THE
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Tue next of our Latin' Authors, that many
will think (hiould have been quoted, is Mr. Selden,
a Book being printed under his Name, by Mofs
Pitt; but it is a foean and flagrant Forgery, and
retended to be dedicated to -Sir Simon Dewes : But
g after found it in one of the Volumes of Antiqui~_
ty, Fubhﬂled by Grewius, but my Memory tails
me fo, that I have forgot the learned Author’s
Name, but think he was an Zralian. ,
T H £ laft of our Latin Writers, and onemuch ad-
mired and quoted by Foreigners, is Edvardi Bernardi
" de menfuris (3 ponderibus antiquis libri tyes, 8vo. editio
alters Oxon. & Theatro, 1688 ; but the firft Edition is
in 1685. T hete mention’d theDateof the 1t Edi-
tion from the Epiftle Dedicatory, which Datc when
wanting, none can know in the following Editions
at what Time a Book was firft publifid. This
Gentleman in his Account of the Denarius is fome-
times various; for in Pag. 104, he makes the De-
- narius better than our eight Pence, viz. 8 £ d; but
in the next Page after ity he fays, the Denarins com-
maunior €3 eximie confularis- pollet 7 +0b. c. pecumiole
. niftres five 2 p.w. & 13 gr. five grana Anglicans
. 61, aut 61 +y aut 62. It feems to me mighty
how he will make all thefe Accounts agree
together; 1 mean of the Denarius commaunior &3
eximie confularis. For this I am pritty certain of,
that 62 Grainsdo equal, if not exceed, eight Pence
of our Money ; and this will appear more manifeft, _
for pag. 93. he fpeaks thus, Seffertius priorum con-
[ulum [eu vetus.  Sefiertins, DupondinsS Semiay in-
quit Auruntius. Imo eximie nummaus, aut nummus Sefter~ .
tias. Quadrans enim Denarii argentei valebat in re-
centi Republica tves Semiffes i.e. Eris libras five Affes
2% —== 3 == % fuovrerw feu femiftercius more Greco,
w-~e= + itloriati, 5 Denarii veterisy, fi vetus: anlt %
_ : . m-
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Imperatoriiy fi Imperasorius fueris. Valebant enim Se-
ﬁeg?:a ﬂnti;ujiiPi&ore Fabio Confule, feu grana nus-
maria Anglie 15 aut duo Penningi novi. Commuses
Sequentium Confulum, wt grama 1§ + aut 1, 93714d.
Tiberiani grana 1§y aut 1, 857 4. Et Vefpafianics grana
13 i, aut Penningum 1, 6875 d; qua remego Roma-
“norum efiimavi & comfiitui. - - -

T u1s that T have here tranfcribed will -not es-
fily be underftood by a vulgar Reader, and there-
fore T will inform him of; one Miftake I difcover
fince my writing it, and that is this. I took the
Expreflion of recenti Republica for the later Age of

- the Commonwealth ; but I think the Author in-
tends it of the earlier Age of the:Commonwealth,
and produced it to prove that in this Author’s O-
pinion a H.§. was worth 24. but he afterfays,
the more common Confular Denarsii weigh’d fif-
teen Grains and a half. What is faid of Fabius Pic-
tor, whofe Sefferces are valued at 16 Grains, raifes
the Denarii to above our prefent 84. I had much
ado to find this Perfon’s %Tame after the Year of
Rome 4834, in Helvicus; but at laft met with it in
another Catalogue of Confuls, publithed at the End
of the Pandefts, or rather after Fuftinianus Codex,
where the Confuls Names are diftinguithed into 2
Colums and far eafier to be found; and falls in with
the Anmo Urbis 484. ‘The fame Dr. Bernard fays,
he had feen fome Denarii of Drufus, that weighed 62
% Grains, which according to my Reckoning, a-
mougt to about 84. ¢ and better; but I know
not who this Drufus was, nor when he lived ; but
by what I faid before concerning Fabius Pitor’s, 1
find the Reafon is evident, -why fome Authors af

* cribe the firft cointing of Silver 3t Rome, to the Year

484, and Pliny and others to 43y.

; . L Ha-
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. HAviNeG ‘done_with our Latin Authors, it is
Time now to defcend to our Englifh ones, who
have given us any Difcription of the Roman Se-
fierces, and confequently of their Denarii alfo. And
the firft that I have took Notice of (or have b
me) is Thomas Godwin, the once famous School- -
mafter of Abington, five Miles from Oxford, who .
was the Author both of the Roman and Fewifb An-
tiquities ; the firft of which were printed in the
Year 1613, who in his 208th Page, of the 14th
Edition, rates a Sefferce at 14d. ob. ¢* 4. and ten of - -

them at 15. 60b. g% ¢.; but-in both Places there - -

are two grofs Fauls of the Printer, which muft
needs mightily diftrat a young Scholar; the 1 4.
being noted with an /. over it, and the other
thus noted 104 64 1% 39 In the fame Volume
is bound both Godwin’s Books, and Rous and Bs-
gaw's Asrick Antiquities; and yct to my Admiration

1 find not in their Index, neither Obolus, Dracbma,
Mina, or Talentum, nor one Word of their Money,

which feems to me a great Omiffion and Defect in

both thefe Authors.

T 1 £ next Perfon that treats of Sefferces, is Dir.
Hakewell in the latter End of his 2d Edition of his
Apology for the Providence of God; where he defcribos
a Sefferce, as containing two Pound and an half of
Brafs, as if the Affes had never been changed from
two and a half to four 4ffes, and alfo tells us that
there are 8 Denarii in an Ounce, andthat a Sefferce -
was the 4th Part of a Roman Penny, and that the
Value of. a Penny was Seyen-Pence Half-penny of -
our Money, and a Sefferce, the 4th Part thereof,
was a Penny half-penny farthing half-farthing. All
this being faid by a very learned Perfon, will be
apt to deceive young Beginners ; tho’ there is hard-
ly any Thing here faid that is agreeable to Exact-

ncs
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nefs, as I fhall thew by and by; And botrow from
him another Calculation, communicated to him in
a large Table, by Francis Godwin, Bithop of Here-
ford, and jo alfo at the End of his Book, in
Folio, Printed 1630. 'The Bifhop’s Calculation be-
_ gins in thefe Words, Unus Soy&rﬁax in mafiuling
genere five unus Nummus wvalchat mofire monete Angli-
cane fere duo Denarii. Dr. Hakewell afligns theva=
lue of ten Seflerces at 3s. 1d. ob. and the Bithop
the like Number at 3s. 24." which fhews there
was but the tenth Part of our Penny difference in their
feveral Computations; and becaufe this is -the laft
Englith Author that givesthe Account of a Sefferce
{o minutely in Words at length, I fhall make fome
Obfervations upon what I have here quoted out of

Dr. Hakewell; and is mainly taken by me out
Villalpandus, becaufe his Book is of a great Price,
and hardly to be met with but in Libraries. This
-learned Jefuit, tho’ he falls in with the Common
Opinion that the Drachma and Denarius - were of
‘equal Weight, yet againft Budeus and Aleciate, he
concurs with dgricola, and many other Authors, in
afcribing 7 and not 8 Demarii to the Ounce; for
in Vol. 3. lib. 2. cap.ix. p. 345, we meet with thefe
Words, 8i contendat Alciatus lapfum fuiffe Agrico-.
dam, afferentem [eptenos Dewarios equales fuiffe ahi-
quando oftonis Attici Drachmis, us eff Alciatus;
- 4d enim plane tefiatwr Plinius affirmans, juftum De-
narii pondus effe cum oftoginta gmatnor Demarsos & libra
. JFgnentur, quod fi ofogimta quatwor Denarios in duo
- uncial difiributas, invenies fingukis unciis [ep-
temos  Denarios exequari. At quowiam otto Dra-
chme, Uncie, wt dixi equales funt, commuwi Masbhe-
maticorum axiomate fit, ut que funt eadem Uncie, [t
eadetyinter f¢. Deinde fi contendst Agricola deceptum
Suiffe Alciatum oxiffimantem, Denarii €9 Dm%

. : i

il
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idems omnino pondus fuiffe, decipitur Agricola; nemg;
#d expreffe, nom obitery aut aliud agems, tefiatur idems
Plinius3 profefus primum, quoniam in menfuris quo~

gy ac ponderibis crebrd Grecis nominibus uiendun fi~

i erat, interpretationem eorum [¢ [emel eo loco pofitu-

vum, sgitur Drachma inguit Aitica Denarii Argentes
babet pondus.’ o ) ’

B u r this Writer goes on to reconcile thefe Au-
thors, by faying, that truly, that the Denarius
was fometimes tilc. feventh Part, and fometimes the
cighth of an Ounce: But then I obferve, that in
all likelihood there hap a like Change.in the -
Drackme; And that whillt Athens continued init’s
Grandure, they kept their Coin to it’s ancient
‘Weight ; but after that the Romans became their
Matflers, they leflened the Weight of their Drachme
to the Weight of the Roman Denarius; but it does
not follow from this, that when an Hiftorian fpeaks
of Matters done in Alexander’s 'Time, and before
him, that an Interpreter .may promifcuous ufe the
Denarius as equal to the Dracime, but he ought,
as Bithop Hooper has obferved, to have two Tables
accordingly; and before the Time of the Empe-
vors of , ufe ope Table and: afterwards the o-
ther; but if this will not be aflented to, it is far
better to ufe the, greater Weight than. the lefs; be-
caufe there are more Sums of Money mentioned,
and greater Expences both in War and Peace, be-
fore Rome became Miftrefs of the World than af-
terwards. ‘This is offer’d agai cOnjf:uting by
mose than 7 Deniers in the Ounce, ’till after the
Reign of Claudius Cefar at the fooneft.

’[g:yihcw the Miftake of thofe that think, that
- tho’ under 9. Fabius Maximus the Number of . S.
- were ¢ “from 2 and 1 vo four; yet that Num-
. ber continued not long; but return’d, as the De-

‘ : nari
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#arii did, back again, from 16 Affés to ten; fothe
H. §. from 4 to 2; only.

" N ow in Anfwer to this T fhall tranfcribe ano-
ther Paffage out of the fime Author, and c. p. 3465
where this Paflage out of Vitrwvius is taken, Nam
Denavius [exdecim, victoriarus & Quinarius offo, Se-
fertius quatuor Affes valet.  Hoc ipfum tenet Mzehanus
[uperioribus wverbis fabjungens 5 nunc Denarius [éxdecim,
Pittoriatus &8 Quinarius ofto, Seftertius quainwor Affes
valet.- Now that the Reader may give the more cre-
dit to this Quotation, we ought to confider at
what Time, or Age, this 7al. Melianus lived ; and
that was about four hundred Years after the Desma-
rius was encreafed from 10 to 16 4ffes, and the Se-
JPertius o 4 Affes alfo. -
A N» Viliaipandus having quoted that Paflage in
" Plinyy lib. 33. cap. 3. which has been {o often al-
ready repeated n my LeTTRRS; Piilalpandus
goes on with an Haélenus Plinius. Zria bis Plinii
verbis continemtur, que cum erudiffimis viris difputands
Sfunt. Primum quod ad [exdecim Denarii Affes [pectat,
in quo Budzo erit [atisfaciendum s fecundum quod ad
Jocs correitionem, in quo de Sextantariis Affibus, de
quinque partibus prius lucratis, €3 de dimidso lucro cum
Alciato differendum; ac tandem de f@endio militar
Lipfii widendas eff locus : Of which three Perfons
ang their Opinions he fj in the Order following.
Et quod ad primum [pefiat, quamvis differtis verbif
seflatum fit. & graviffimis viris, quos attulimusy Dena-
rium [fexdecim Afibus permutari [olitum ; tamen afylum
quoddam invenis Budxus, gquo confugeret, tantotum
sefiium fidem abrogare contendens. Is vero fextus Pom-
peius Feftus eff, qui fic [feribit: Sextantarii Affes in
ufu effe ceperunt ex eo tempore quo propier bellum Pu-
nicum fecandum, quod cum Hannibale geffum eff, de-
creverunt patvesy ut ex Affibus qui tunc erant librarii
Srerent Sextantariiy per quos cum folvi ceptum effer, &

popuius
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populus ere alieno liberaretur, &3 privati quibus debitum
publice folvi oportebat, nom magno detrimento officerentur,

T'o which Words Pillalpandus gives a long. An-
fwer, -as Feftus’s alcribing that. as done in the 2d
Punick War, which Pliny and others from him,

- afcribeit as done in the firft 3 --~-and then follows :
Sed quamis, quoad Alffes attinet feptennio tantummodo
perdiraffe [extgntariosyconcederemus Budxo,{g Fefto,za-
men min propterea Denarios ad primevam inflitutionem
rediiffe concedenduns effets cum wvel maxime Juftiniani
confiitutione atque apud alios atque alios probatiffimos
Scriptoves Seftertium Affibus quatuor, Denarium [edes -
cim gftimars legamus. ‘The Margent for the Tefti-
mony of Fuflitian quotes Codicis'lib. 8. tit. g4. leg. 3.
where 1 find thefe Words, Zerba fuperfiva que’ in
donationibus poni - folebant [cilicet Seflertii, nummi u-
wius, Alfium quatuor, penitus Effe rejicienda cenfemus.
Qyid eyim verbis opus eft que revum effetus nullus fe-
gustur. - But I think what is here quoted' does ne
way confirm, but rather weaken the Caufe for
whichitisalledged: But Zillalpandus goes on (with-
out Naming any of his approved Authors) in this
Manner, Neque bis obfiant Varro, Apuleius, Arunti-
us Pompeus gus [cribentes Denarium Afes decem,Quina-

vium quingue, Sefiertium duos (3 [emiffem waluiffe 5 quo~ .

wiam ut.bene notat Ant. Auguftinus, bi ommes [iripto-
ves preteriti temporis eftimationem exprefferunty. &5 id,
unde. primeva earum vocum infitutio monavit.

Bur tho’ what is here produced, may almoft
fecm fufficient to confute the Notion that the Ro-
man Money changed from a wife Alteration to an
old Errour; yet the very Foundation of this Fan-
€Y, borrowen{ from a fingle Miftake in Feffus, is
wholly overthrown and rooted’up, by an happy -
and ‘unqueftionable Emendation of the learned and
eminent Critick, the Mafter of Zrinity Collc%c in

‘ arm-
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Cambridge; who by the Alteration of one Letter
or two, in a fingle Word, makes it evident, that
Feffus’s Meaning is altogether Miftaken. For the’
Fillalpandus has not recited 3l that, on which By-
deus and others lay the greateft-Strefs, immediate-

. ly, afer efficerentur, follows Septuenia quoque Ao

ufus efty ut priore numeve, fed id non parmanfit in afx,
mec amplius proceffit in majorem.- Now change, but
s we ought, Amma into Perro, and it is plain that
what Fe[/;as f of the Word Sextantarius, Bu-
deys othérs refer to the Number of the Affs
that were altered at that Time ;. by which is meant
no more, than that, as the -Romans have ufed the
Word Sextantarius, fo did #arro alfo ufe the Word
Septuarius; but even that Word did not Jong con-
tinue in ufe, nor went ont to any higher Number,
as Oétonarius, &c. ° ‘ .

I had this Emendation out of Dr. Bentley’s Book
againft the honourable. Mr, Boylk, p. 464. but not
having that Book by me, bat only the Emendati-
on I enter’d into the Margent of Fefus himfelf: I
muft refer my Reader to the Place I found it in,
for a better Explication of it, and go on without
taking any Notice of the Anfwers given vo Az
about his Afes Dextantari, rej by moft Au-

* thors that a;grec with Plimy againft Aliate; and

quote what tollows concerning the Gain Phiny fa

the Common-Wealth got, when the Afes wcg
changed from Sextantarii, or two Ounce Affes, to
Ounce Affes; which 1 would have mentioned in
Page wherel gave Mr. Hardwin Explication, it
i had then remember’d it, and is brought in by
Villalpandus againft Alciste, as follows, In eo vers
maximo alucinatur Alciavas quod fubdit Plinius, Rem-

" publicam widelicet dimidium fuiffe Lucratam, cum Un-

ciales Alfes fecit ex Sextantariisy, £ Denarios Sexdecim

Ap-
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Afibus permutari mandavit. Veritati proprius. acceffs
Budeus, qui [copum penitus astigiffer, f de folis affi-
bus locutus fuiffer Pliniusy cum Rempublicam dixit di-
widium Lucratam : Uncia enim dimidium Sextamsis
tfs verum cum. pariter numeraffer Affes Unciales €8
Dewsrios Sexdecim affium fatlos, tunc ex verba ad-
funsity plane fignificans utrinfque monete permutatione,
dimidium lucri obtigiffe "Reipublice. Id quod in eve .
be Collegit Budaeus, in argento wero manifefium fiet,
f mus Denarium tupc decem Affes valuiffe.cum~
qu deinceps [exdecim permutari preciperetur, in fingulis
Demariis fex Alfes lucrabatur Refpublica qui excedunt
widigtatems Denum Affium. At quoniam militum max-
ime tunc indigebat Refpublica, ne eorum [ubiret indig-
nationem, cavit pariter ne bujufmodi nummifmatum quid-
quam detriments militibus parerety, imo wero kucri tan~
tundem quantum Reipublice. .

Berore I leave this Book, there feems two
Things fit to be taken Notice of, which I rarely
neet with in any other, before I met with the
like in Ez:/'mﬁbmiay
Notes, by ‘which theit Money might be known
one from anothier ; foran A4S of a Pound Weight had
the Figure I upon it, two Pounds and 2 Half with
two IT and an S, and the other Parts of an 4§ by
fveral Hemifpherical Points, how manLOuncm
werein one of them; if a Z¥éems or third Part esse
Points; if a Quadrant ®eu; if a fixth Part eo;
ad if one Ounce one ®. In Paf;c 3&, he gives
& the other Marks of their Silver Money after
the Change, during the War with Hamnibal, of
the Number of the Affes in a Denarius; the Mark
0_f the Denarius was oftentimes XVI, .of a Quina-
rius VIII, of which thére were many Inftances;
wd thinks he ought ne;d to be moved from othgs

: . pi-

3 for in Page 372, he gives the ..
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Opinion, becaufe there are no Sefferces remaining
which have‘thic Mark IIII upon them, being now
loft; or biecaufe the Zriumviri abftained from that
. Mark. ac. potifimum ne IUL wiros referre putaretur.
From- their Brafs and Silver Money he pafles to
thofe of Gold; and for the better | ndcrll:andi?
that difficult Paffage in Pliny, Poft bec placwis XL..
M fignari ex auri libris, paulatimg; Principes immin-
sere pondusy minutiffimus vero vel Nero ad XLV. M.
He tells us that in many of the Patican Manuicripts,
the M. was wanting ; but in one, Cum enim eafdene
numerovum notas preferver quas akii wimirum XL &5
XLV. infuper littere L» duo punita fuper impofueris
Jeriptor five mutuo Commexay quibus in antiquis quam-
Dluribus exemploxibus _litseram a . [uppleri Obfervavi-
mus - qud -facslius imtelligi poffet illa emumeratio gua-
draginta {3 quadragimta quinque. Atque ea puniiz
Sacsle decipere potucrum leCiorem, st illa duo puniiax
2o Listeri M acciperet, qua millinarium numerum sndi-
cabant amigui. 1 give you here Villalpandus's Opi-
nion, ‘but reli¢ the Lefs upon it, becaufe 1 little
after he makes too many conjeftural Alterations in
the next Words before them, and is therefore con-
demned for fo doing by Mr. Greaves, of whom I
now come to fpeak in Order; and of wi\om, andm
eat- Opinion of, and reliance on his Judgment,
ve fpoken at large,  in m'y two firft Letters to
Mr. T horesby 5 ang the: Ufe I have made of his
Book, which long ago I borrowed out of Dr. Galke’s,
the Dean of 2ork’s, Library, and tranfcribed a
Part of it, that I might conftantly have it by me,
one Page of which I have printed in the 6 i)pa. of the
fore-going Letters; but there is one Part that X
cither had not tranicribed, or at leaft did not fend
to Mr. Thoresby, which. fhall now be printed in
this Place, out of the iii p. of Mr. Gresves, where
. . ~ * I
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I found it in a tatter’d Book of my Nephew’s, for
;vbig:h he was beholden to a Friend, and paid y:.'.
or it. , L ,
L I had lt):opied this as I found it all "luldehapital
etters, but perceiving the Printer wo ar
get them intol:;ll.e Pa‘;;cg, without great Conﬁxﬁgn}),'

- as I had tranfcribed them, I refolved to print them

in the Form I had done of the Cefar’s. ~
Tue Weight of fome of the faireft Aurei of
the Roman Emperors, from Nerva to Heraclius:

Thofe above-mentioned are of the 12 Cefars.

Imp. Nerva Tr. pop, 2. Cof. ;.. p- P I‘ Graitis,

think for Pater Pqt‘,rif — 123
Imp. Trajanus, Aug. Germi: (6. smiom— 110 %
Xmp. Czfar Trajanus; Hadrianus; Aug. i21 s

.
Antoninus, Aug. pius p. p.. TR. P XII
Cof, TIIT =B P2 P B 7 !
Amonius, Aug. Armeniacus Imp. Cefir,?
Cof. L. Aurel?fc, Verus Aug. d —ﬁ—,}
Imp. Cef. L. Aureliss Aug. i 117 }
L Verus Aug. Arm. Parthi. Max.eieme— 113 &
M Comm. Am. P. Fel. Aug. p. p.
Sever. p. Aug. P. M. Tr. P. e Cof-— 114 §
Inmp. Nf Ant. Gordianus. AFR. Aug. — 114
Trebonianus Gallus i : ' 75 3
Gallienus . o e
Itp. C. Carinusy P. F. Aug. e~ 73 %

n B
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Dioclefianusy P. F. Aug. 77 %

Maximiansus . : 74 %

Gonflantinus Mak. Aug.- ks 74, %

Confiantinus, P. F. ' s 6§ )
Confiantius et ki 70

a

Imp. Cef. Mugnenfius. - 70 %
F. E. C. L. 7uliams,, P.F. Aug. o~ 68 &
- M2 . D. N
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~ *  Grim,
'D. N. Jovianus, P. F. Perp. Aug. — 68
o D. N. Valens. P. F. ——- — 68}
D. N. Valentinianus P. F. Aug. —— 69
A Second — 68 ©
D. N. Gratiamas P. F. Aug.——o——>= 69
. D. N. Theodofiis, P. F. Aug. ———— 68 %

_ D. N. drcadins, P. F. Aug.———— 67
A Second — : — 68
_D. N. Howrius, P. F. Aug.——scmm 69 1
- A Second = 69.1
. . A Third — — 68 ;
D. N. Theodofius P. F. - 69 =
D. N. Pls. Palentinianss e 68 %
D. N. Palentinianas, P. F. Aug.—— 69
D. N. Ful. Nepos; P. F. Aug. —. 69 %
D. g Anafiafius, P. F. Aug. ———— 683
D. N. Focas, perp. Aug. — — 68
A Second — 69
Heraclius, — 69 }
. A Second - o — 691

Page 113, And thus much of the Aarei under
- the former and later Emperors, as they ferve to-il-
. luftrate and prove the Weight of the Denarii C-
fareiy- which is our next and principal Enquiry.
Thé Denarii under the Cefars were almoft as van-
ous and unconftant as the Adurei, fometimes more,
and fometimes lefs; and,if they had not been fo,
they could not have kept that Proportion to the
Aurei of the former Emperors, which we aﬂ'tgﬂ'f‘i
From Augufius to Vefpafian, 1 find, by cxammlgﬁ
many of them, continually almoft decreafed;
from being the feventh Part of the .Roman Ounce
they becamé¢ now:to be the eighth Part :
~ therefore Ninty Six wete coined out of the Romés
Libra, whercas before under the Confuls Eighty
. . . v Our'
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Four. From Pejpafian to Alex. Severus, as far as.
I hawe obferved, the Silver continued in refpet’of -
Weight, excepting only fuch as upon fome extra+
ordi ccafion were ftampt in Honour of the
Prince, or of the Emprefs;, and Augufa Familia,
or.clfe in Memory of fome eminent Action: Thefe
laft moft uftially were equal to the Denarii Confu-
lares,. and. of them had thefe Charafters EX.
S. C. or elfe:S. P. Q. Ry {9c. I can hardly for-
bear and leave off, when this Treatife is before me,
and have inferted thefe later Coins for the Sake of
-their Weight only : And. for their Infcriptions, °
they may be many of them found in Mr. #alker's
Book, i%lcd'?’ be Greek and Roman Hiflory, illufira- -
ted by Coins and Medals; for which his Book is
likely more perfe& than that concerning their De-
sarsi, which as I have thewn in the fore-going, is
no more than gs. or 60 Pence to the 7roy Ounce; .
hut then we are to.take Notice of thefe Words
we after meet ‘with in the 117 Page, ¢ That 6o
¢ Pence were coined out of the'Ounce 779y, in
« the 2d Year of ‘Queen Elzabeth, (he might
have faid in the laft of Edward the 6th) ¢ and
 during her Reign to.fixty two.”  And fo ever
fince, for in his 120 Page, he further fays, « The
% Ttoy ot Englifp Ounce (to which Five. Shillings
« T'wo Pence of our Money, in thefe Times, are
% equal) containeth ‘480 Grains, and‘ the Fremch
“ Qunce 472 1. ' I

No.w all this being premifed, it will prefently
appear that Dr. Arbuthnot follows onc Reckoning,
but -Mr. Greaves and I another; the Dr. is flill at .
60 Pence the Ounce, but Mr. Greaves, whom I
follow; conform our felves to the prefent Age,and
with it reckon 62 Pence to the Ounce 77055
that weare in the Righl\fl in fo doing, I gather from

. . 3 .

an -
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_ an obfervable Paffage in the Beginning of the great
. Mathematitian Gaffenfus’s Abacus Sefiertiorum moncie
Gallice, where he prudently expreflfeth himfelf in
the Words following. : : .
Suppono pofiremo comparaffe me Denarii valorem cum
eo waloye monese qui jam Nobis in ufu eft 5 tum guia
noffris temperibus res agitur mofira, quahe nos ignorare
cum primis non decet 5 tum quia ubi in pofierum Argen-
ti uncia apud nos, pluribus taxabitur, quam nunc tax-
atur [olidis =-—--=- perfacile [emper erit definire quanti
Romasus Denarius «fiimandus fit. 'The former Part
~of this Sentence makes againft the Doétof’s Pra-
¢ife, and evidently favours ours. S
"~ Having proceeded thus far, I am next to con-
_firm what I have afore alledgéd, that our Differ-
- ences arife from the Do&or’s computing by a lef-
fer Roman Ounce than I do. He indeed, to'make
Way for his reckoning, gives fome Reafon why he
defaiilks half a Grain from what Mr. Gresves com-
putes ‘to the Roman Ounce ; but it ‘'would have bet-
ter agreed ‘with the Value he affigns to the Dena-
rigsy to have added to Mr: Greaves's Number, then
detracted from it; as I think will be evident by
the following’ Computation. . - o
- "For I take it for granted that Dr. Arbusbuot
procecds upon thefe Principles, firft that a 77y
Ounce confifts of 480 Grains. 2dly, That he is
perfuaded that our Averdupois and Roman Ounce
- are équaly and contain in them no morg than 437
Grains; ‘and this being granted, endeavours to find
out-or afcertain the Proportion ‘that oné of thefe .
Ounces bears to the other: This being allowed,
he goes on to fhew that from thence 1t follows,
that a Roman Denarius being the feventh Part of 2
Roman Ounce, arifeth no higher then 7 4. or
foven Pence ‘half Penny Fart%in'g af our pn?}llf |
) ' o Engli
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Ewglilb Money. This is fufficient for any Mathe-
matitian tontzdcr{hnd at the firft Rmdingy 3 but to
thofe like my felf that do not, it requires to be
laid ‘open fomething more at large, which I know .
not  better how to do, then by making Ufe of the
Rule of Three, and therefore fhall proceed in the"
folowing Method; faying, That if 480 Grains
produce 60°of our Pence, what Number of Pence
will 437 1 Grains produce. Now by Multiplying
437 4 by 60, the uét, as I reckon, arifes to
744#% Pence, which Sum being divided by Seven, -
the Number of the Denarii contained in a Roman
Ounce, gives to each Denarius 7d. §, which Sum
of 7d. § falls thort, as I take it, by one Grain of
7d. 43 fo that the Do&or nceded rather to have
added a Grain, than taken away half a Grain from
Mr. Greaves’s Computation of 438 Grains to the
Roman Ounce. T N
doxlic W proceed'gl the i{me'l}.ﬁthrcgn I have

. and fuppo what is or true,
and cannot be dmgﬁ thnagt'a Troy ‘Ou);lcc o);' 480
Gnins will give 62 Pence, what will a Roman
Ounce of 438 Grains give? And Multi;;&zing by
62, the Produ& will bé, if I am not Miftaken, .
27156, which bem% divided by 480, will give

6235d; which §6 Pence, ‘with the Frattion 334,
gcing divided by Seven, the Number of Denarii -
contained in'a Roman Ounce, the Produét will be .
about 8 4. and about a ¢, or more to each of them,
as I conceive. - o

I have acquainted the Reader more than ence,
why I reje& the Fraftion out of my Accounty

-muft further own, that the Doctor, tho’ he
may feem to fome to have fet the Denarius fomé-
what . higher than it will bear, according to his
own Account, when truly underftood, will very

M 4 ﬂllly
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 fully bear it felf out. For the’ I have pfen ob-

ferved, that 31 Grains were contained in our pre-

fent 4d. and therefore reckoned 62 Grains to cight

Peace, yet 1 knew not then what was the R

“of ity but I now conceive, -that when 60 Pence

are reckoned to be contained in a Zroy- Pound,
there will be exaltly found 8 Grains in a Queen
Elizabeth’s old Penny ; but when 62- Pence:are
coined out of a 77oy Poiund, then fomcth.i»ﬁ will
fall fhort of eight Grains in our later Englifb pre-
fent Pence, which will fill up what before feemed
waating in Dr. Arbutbwot’s Account, I cxprels
this as well as I can, but it’s likely improper-

. . el

ly, when fully examined by a rigorous

tian: But notwithftanding this, fuch an one will
fully difcover, that in valuing a ‘Romas Denariss at
84. I have not exceeded, but, rather fallen fhort

- of it’s true Value. .

Arrer dl this, T am apt;obélicve, I need

* fay no more in defending my ewn Computation a-
ol tha of my old Acquantance Dr, b

* But having %one fo far, I think it but an amicable
Proced

ure, for his Sake and the Reader’s,
not to meddle with any ‘Thing he has faid con-
cerning his’ other Tables, which falls not within
the Compafs of my Underftanding ; fave only what
may relate to the Roman or Asbenian Coins, or the

. Hiltory of thofe two Common Wealths.

AND the firff Thing I take Notice of is this,
That the Deoéor fuppofes, Pag. the oth, that 2
Roman Slave might not accufe his own Mafter:
Now tho’ it is moft true, that this was not allow-
ed in other Cafes, yet in fuch as were notorious
and againft, (as it is fometimes called) The Majefty
of the Common-Wealth, he was allowed to .d’q it

-~

v
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a5 T pothier fram the. Weards of Salyff, concerning
Catolsne’s Confpiracy : The Reward which the Se-
nate promifes was general, Si quis indicaffer. de con-
Jsratipnes qua conira Rempublicam falia eraty premi-
um forve- libersatews £ H. S. céwtum, Lbero impupi-
tatem ¢jys reiy & H.S. CC.

‘T u A r which follows next is in Page 9, where'

- the Doétor _fa¥, that 4s grave was paiﬁ:y Weight,
and naet by Tail;: by which one would fuppofe,
that no Affes were coined with the ufual Marks,
by which they and their lefler Parts were known,
*6ll the Silver Monsy was coined alfo 5 neither
does thar Quotation out of Livy feem to me to
prove the Contrary. ‘

Page o, Ch. 3. % Eris in the Genitive Cafe is -
e for an-Adjeftive”; which I fancy is no
otherwife true, than as every Genitive Cafe- may
be fliled an Adjedtive. '

Page 10, . wns ‘when applyed to Silver, it

ight be the - with Zeryncius, and may be the
leatt of Silver Coins; but Quadrans is often applied
to Brals Money, and the Sextans and the Uwcia are
lefs Coins than Qgadrans; And alfo the Triens was
{o ceramon 2 Coin, that it needed not the Story out
of Pliny te.prove it fo. :

€ The A4 § by Degrees was deminithed, and the
& Alteratians - were ogeafioned by the Neceflity of
¢ the Comman-Wealth” ; but the Doétor adds,
¢ To -be fure thePlenty of Silver and Gold would
% ‘have -done the fame, and brought down an e-
“ normous Brafs Coin.” But I am of Opinion, and
hope my LETTERs have Broved ity that there was
neyer fuch an enormous Difproportion of, on8e to
: . 840,
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840, as Budeus and his Followers have fancifully
conceived. : ‘

- Page 11, % Tho’, §8Aus swrdredley might-livter-
« gl be tranflated 3 (eventh half Talents yet thofe
that ufed it, always fignified fix Talents and 2~
Half, as is often took Notice of by moft Authors
that write on that Subje&, and particularly Gs/fen-
dus; who in his Abacus, ufes thefe Wordsy - Notsm
Porro eft quemadmodum Greci dicebant -velrw vigd sy
wt duas cum [emiffe Drachmas defignaremt. -

Page 11, Here Petruvius is quoted, for fymg' in
%iuaargfm-Dmrii partem, quod ‘el_;iciebatér ox: dusbus
affibus 9 tertio [emiffe Sefiertium voiisaverunt : <-The
& Sefiertius was a Silver Coin, and never of Brafs”.

' I know that Budeus and fome others fay fo; but
there are many others that fay the Coum%;)s .
Hosamanus, Marq. Freberus, &c. And Bithop Hoop
_er fays, itisnot improbable, p.131. - And to me it
feems very reafonable to fuppofe that there might
be Sefferces in Brafs, as was Demayii above them,
and Semiffes, Triens, and Quadrans, 8c. below them:

Page 12, ' % The Greeks Computations proceed
“ upon the fame Suppofition of the Demarius and
% Dyacbma being reckon'd equal.” I know they
do, but I believe not ’till the Romans had fotgot
the Notice of their own Coins: And Livy makes
no Difference in his Hiftory berween Pound 4%
and half Ounce Affes: And fo did Plwarch and o-
thers, that tranflated from the later Hiftorians; but
gigmfopcrfuaded that this was an Esrour in alf that

Page 11, % Sefertiom Gignifics two romd;;nd
! ,

-
‘.
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¢ a Half of Bra8"; and why might it not do fb -
. before any Silver Sefferces was coined; but as for

Seftertium, a Singular, it is Ycrzc:'eldom ufed: before
?;i? come to the Dual Number, as duo Seffertia,

fo tria, &c. _
Page 14, Moft of this Page is ufeful and
inﬁ:lgéiive, efpecially to yo:tglg Be‘zglezlcrs, iving
a .great In-fight into the Manner of the Roman
Computation, and how to’ exprefs that in the: Bar-
barous or' Arabick Figures; :xich is contained'ina _
Yew 'Syllables, as Decies, Centies, Millies, Decies .
. Milliesy, Centies Millies, &c. = - S

Page 16, Celfus. is cited for ﬁ{ing, Antea omnia
[eire voto : If it be atherwife in the former Edition,
it is the Printer’s Fault; but ¢f in both a like, the
Author’s ; for undoubtedly it ought to be read; as
all other Writers, I have feen, read it, Sciri Polo.

Page 16, € 1 have been the ‘moré Copious in
€ Quotations upon this Subjelt, to thew the ge-
" & neral Confent of Authors of all Ages and Times
. in- the Equality of Value of the 4#ick Drams
« and Roman Denarius 3 and it would bring a Con-
¢ fufion to change that Way of Reckoning.” A
Falthood is never the Truer for being often repea-
ted ; and I think the Confufion. does more arife
fromi this falfe Reckoning, thancanberemedied by it.

Page 17, The Doctor doth here, and often be-
fore tell us, ¢ The ancient Roman Denarius and
« Attick Drachma, were reckon’d equal, asappears
% partly from what has been obferved before, and
_“.grthet from the Teftimony of Pliny, who lived
£ from the Fime of  Vefpafian to that of ijan.’i o
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. I own that Pliny fa‘ys fo of his own Time, bix
certainly it was not {o in ancient before 3 for
in Comparifon of fome old Aythors, he: may be ac-
connted a Novelift : But thould Pliny Senior vedaid
that it was always fo, I would o more believe
-him, than I cando thofe that informed the Doétor
that he lived from the Time or Rﬂin of Fefpafi-
e, 'till Trajan became Emperor; who was: fo .in
the Junior Pliny's Time, the Nephew to Plisy the
Hiftorian, and whofe Uncle died about 15 Years
before his Nephew made that celehrated and fa-

- mous Oration to Trajan. We made read in Phsy's
Epiftles, when and where his Uncle died, in s
Account of his Death to Tacitus, Lib. 6. Ep'la. 16.

-And Poffiis tells us, -that Pliny, the Hiftoriany' liv-
ed no longer than three Years after dedicating his
Book to Titus Vefpakan, A° Urbis-831. and Trajer
.was, not Emperor *till. Ao Urbis 8fo. S

Page 20, % Mr. Greaves is of Opinion, that the
% Alteration mentioned by Plwy, in that fore-cited
& Paﬂ'a.g’z (#t. 30) (read 33.) cap. 3. of the Dens-
% yiys being ordered to pafs for 16 inftead of 10
4 _4ffes, continued from the firlt Conftitution: of it
& in the fecond Punick War, . withoutany Intesrup-
& tion, to Fufimian’s Time; But this Qpinion'is -
<« contrary to the whole Claffical Style; in which
#< & Denarius, four mumms Seflertiiy and ten Affes,
€ are Terms equivalent, and denote the fame Sums,
“ to change that Way of Reckoning would be to
¢ introduce nothirig but Confufion : It is not cre-
¢ dible that the Writers expreffed the Valuation
£ of the Denarins, according to it’s firft Inflituti-
¢ on, without Regard to the firft Valuation.” 1,
with Mr. Greaves, think it not incredible, but 1
belicve it certaing for their Opinion is almoft evi-

dently
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deatly falfe, and took it’s Rife from 2 falfe Read= .
ing in Fyflus; happfi‘lll by the famous and learned
Bemly, -as is above fully enjarged upon in the Pages

- foregoing. - :

Page 21, « He (Mr. Greaves) is furprized at the
% Strange and unadvifed Proportion, between the
“ Brafs 9nd Silver Money of the firft Times, that
“.ten Pounds of Brafs fhould be but anfwerable to
“ the 84th Part (for fo much, or near it, was the
“ Demarius) of a Pound of Silver; or to f
“ more clearly, that onePound of Silver thould be
“ equal in Valuation to 840 Pounds of Brafs.

%I am of Opinipn, that tho’ Pliny gives you
“the true Matter of Fatt, he affigns a falfe Rea-
“fon fot it: For he feems to attribute the Caufe
% of the Diminution of the Weight of the Afes
“ tothe Neceflities of the Common«wealth ; where-
“ a5 undoubtedly the Change of the Ballance of
“ the two Metals, of Brafs and Silver, was the
“ Reafon the Common-wealth ually reduced
“ the Weight of their 4ffes, finding the former
“ Proportions too hiih.

I'havé tranfcribed thefe two Paragraphs, that the
Reader may better underftand what Improbabilities
thefe Authors held, againft whofe Opinion the great-
eft Part of the fore-going LE T TER s are wnitten;
which if looked upon as conviéting, there needsno
further Reafon to iven why their Brafs Mo
decreafed, than what is ufually givcn of the Necef-
fity of the States; and fo the Scarcity of Money
made the Romansleflen their own Coins iani%:xt
and raife their Foreign ones in Value; as we aci
a Inftance when this Nation laboured ander clip- .
ed Money, not onely our Guineas, bug French Lui-
dires were advanced in theif Worth and VaAun%
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And therefore I think there needs no Reafon to be
given for fuch a vaft Difproportion; for tho’ the
Proportion was not always the fame ; yet their
Changes were within the Compafs of -Probability,
and not fo incredible as fome Writers endeavour to
give Reafon for;, but thefe hardly within the Com-
pafs of Poflibility, as fome Authors have attempted
to prove by Arguments, not altogether agreeable
to my Hypothetis. ‘

Pag. 23, « Tur Pondo Argenti, amongft the Ro-
“« n;%s, 133 a Sort of Num?gl Exprcﬁigg of Sums
“ of Money, and is different from the Common
¢ Libra, which confifted only of 84 Denarii or 96
« Dracbmsy for Asy As, Powdo, and Mina,amongft
¢ ancjent Authors, generally pafs for the fame.

« ‘;) Budea.;‘fjccl;om this Pondo to c‘}nﬁft of xtcflo

enaris, eorge Agricola of 96, fu ¢
& Denarius and Dracbmgrfo be wqua’lz aléggrffhngg to
“ Budeus's Valuation, the Pondo amounts to the
& Value of an Attick Mina or 31. 4s. 7d. Accord-
% ing to Agricola, to 31 25. od.

UroN looking back to Page the oth, I find that
Pondo, or Libra, are {poken of by this Author, as
Names of the ﬁ’unc import; but in this, he fays,
they are different 5 yet, as far as I can perceive, no
otherwife different, than as one Libra, is infome Ac- -
counts, different from another; and I find in 7
lalpandss p. 337, that libre vox pondo additur, latine
lingue, sufus peritifimis. Nam Livius Coronem
Asream libre powdo Fovi dicatam fuiffe s & Columellay
calami pondo feribit. Neque libre tantummodo adde-
batur pondo s wverum etiam cuicunque alii pondeyi. Plau-

tus.
Neque pifciom ullam unciam pondo hodic cepi-
Fersm
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Perum samen eft nonnunguam pondo, 3 libram feorfum
ufurpariy atque idem ipfum quod fepemt:fgm:ﬁcare; ot
wvidere eft apud Catonem fic jcl;ibmm 5 adipis pondo dwo, .
cafeilibram. Et Plinius 3 Quibufdam generibus, inquit,
per [e pondus, ficur Balearico modio tritici panis pondo
triginta reddit, quibufdam in binis myfiris ut Cyprio (2

exandrino, wiginti prope libras non excedentibus. Hu-
- j‘:;fmdi libram Affems quoque appeliatum fuiffe tradis

I have tranfcribed this long Paffage, to fhew,
- that in the very fame Period. Pondo and Libra are
wnﬁfcuouﬂy ufed for the fame, and not ‘different

eights, as here affirmed by the Doétor. And
further doubt not, but the fame Powdus or Libraare’
fometimes defcribed by more, or fewer Denarii, as
the Denarii were greater or lefs; but the Roman
Pondus ox Libra continuing ftill the fame. I ob-

" ferve alfo that A4S, Pondo and Mina, and I think I =~

may-add alfo, Libra too may pafs for the famey
but it is only becaufe the Authors that called them
fo, efteemed all of the fame Weight; tho’ undoubt-
* edly thofe that thought them fo, before the Greeks
fell under the Roman Government were miftaken:
For fo many Men, oftentimes, fo many Minds.

ITs no Wonder that Budeus reckoned the Attick
Mina at 31. 4s. 7d. and dgricola at 31. 25. od;
and the Doctor agrees with Budeus; but let it be -
reckoned at the leaft, as only equal to the Confular
Denarii, according to.my Computation, a Mine -
mutt at leaft arife to 37. 6s. 84. of our prefent
. Englith Money. o

Page 24, « Tt is certain that fometimes Hhc
 applied to Sums of Money, denotes onl?; Rtl:
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« Roman Pound of 96 Roman Drachms. Hereit
¢ muft be confidered, that when the Tables of
& Silver is reckon’d at §s. per Ounce, it muft be
¢ underftood of Silver coined meerly according to
« the Englifp Standard, which has 18 Penny Weight
. & of Allay in the Pound 7rgy. Now if to a R
 man Pound of pure Silver you add Allay in the
« Proportion of tl‘:e Englifh Coinage, it will make
% in Value only 2/. 195. 1 1 4.”.

T muft confefs I do not well underftand wha
" the Doétor means by thc Words here cited; for
it is one Thing, if fo much Allay be added to 2
Pound of pure éilvcr, then the whole will arife 2-
bove a Roman Pound by all the Allay added; but
if he intends to take out as much Silver as the Al-
lay comes to, I muft then differ from him in the
Sum here affigned to it3 for I reckon, no morein
- a Roman Pound of the fame Weight; the whole
Sum will arife to no more, in our Englifp Money, |
then barely 2/. 165. and about 64. Fraétion: But |
I perfetly agrec with the Do&or in this, that if, |
€ We are not perfetly fure of the Standard of the |
% Romans, the Wei Kt alone is not fufficient t0 |
¢ determine. the Value to great Precifenefs. I
concur alfo with the Do&or in’ what follows,that |
& Pondo is an indeclinable Word, and whenitis |
¥ joined with Numbers, e&?f Coin) it fignifies L
% bra; when it is joined to other Weights, It
& ftands for the fame Thing as salus, or ind 10
¢ the Greek, fignifying the fame with Powdus, OF
% Weight in general.” _ |
Page 24, “ WEe obferved before that the leart
© & ed Bithop Hooper makes the Value of the At

& Dyackma different in different Ages,“aﬁfi ggg
= hig
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¢« higheft, according to.the. Weight. of the Stan-
« dard Mina of Solm 68, 4 Grainég;: but he owns
¢ that it fell: afterwards. to. about the Value of 63,
¢ g2, which is: much the fame with that in the
& Tables. And upon-this' Drackms, and the E~
:: uality .of it to the Roman Denarins; almott all

e Computations in Clafficil Authors are foun--

¢ ded, which we did not think Wotth the while
“ to change or diverfify in a few Inftances that
% may be in earlier Times.” : .

I cair confent ‘to- no. Part of this . Paragraph, -:I
am rather of the Bithop’s Mind, that either di
rent TasLes fhould be compofed, or-the Roman
Denarii and Drackme fhould be computed .at a
higher Value than 7 } 4. for that is a great deal
thort of what the Bithop Values'it “at,- when he
reduces the Drachma to the loweft Value, which
tr}nc Doétor from the Bifhop gives us in‘the next

age. . oo

Page 26, T will not ‘mention. the Weight nor
Value of the four Firft in this Pige, given by the .

Do&or, for I am not Artift enough tojudge of
-them y “but the laft is this-'Weight 62, 7 Grains,
Value 74. 3 4* 2. Now @ far as my little Know-
ledge will reachy I think thefe Grains and Fraéti-
ons joined together, mmuftfar exceed the Doctor’s
7d.} g% %:. For as I had: occafion“feverdl Times
before to obferve, that-62 :Grains alene vl a-
mount to full eight Pence: of ‘our Morey ; . for if
31 Grains-equal 4 4. of our prefent Coin, then 62
without the Frattion (which I believe is at leaft
more-than half 2 Grain) will arife to '84. of our-

ﬁreiént:Money, at which T have feveral Times rec- -
oned it iy the foregoing LeTTERs: Foras I
have lately granted, :that when our Moncy was

coined
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- coined at. ¢s.."the 'Ounnce, ' 3 Penny might then
' weigh 8 Gmains; yet after' that Qunce was coined

at 62, ecvery' modern. Penny: did not'come up to
that:\,VCight, nor were any.more then 31 Grains
required 1n fuch Pence, or.4 fuch Pennies as are
coined in our Age, nor inthe Age: fore-going: For
as the Number of Pence i(r;crea ed o{utt' of the fame
Number of Grains, the. Grdifis muft proportiona-
bly Decreafe on the one Side; as the Pente were |
Ingreafed on the other.”. And thlilsdl found by Ex- |
erience, that.a KingFames and King . Charks's |
.I(,}roétS, ‘weigh' no%o ether fo heavy as ;%:m |
.‘lililizabetb’s, m the Middle of ber Reign muft have
one. : o Sl

- Page 26. “ THERE is ention likewife made
¢ of the Corinthian Drdchmy but-it’s Value is un-
« certain: It is fuppofed by. fome Authorsiéqual
. to the Artick.”’ .

I cannot but Wonder- why the DoCtor fhould

. S’mte Thutydides, that.there. was fuch a Coin as
. -the Charinthian Drachin, and not quote any Au-

thor that thought it equal to the stiok; for Thu-
&ydides had never called them Cotinthian, Drachms,
if they had been the fame with the Arzick. Ido
not well remember where .the Weight -of . this Co-
ripthian Dracbm is fpoken of, fave that I ghink it
is generally reputed to 13 i4: equal to:the. £gean
Draggma, cPuz.l to an A#tick Pram and anHalf, or
as is above faid, equal to'10 Artick Obali. 1 know
it is not méntioned amongft- fome other, Talents
by Fefius, nor by the Doclor, Pag. 34, amongft

~Talewtymy but ve plainly meet with; ity and it's

Value alio in dulus Gellius, b 1. cap.r, Ipeaking

- of the Curtezan Lais, ufes thefe Words, 44 baw
_ #We-Demofipenes clanculum adity 3 wt fibi o5, copian

T Jfacerity
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facertt, petity €8 Lais pveias Segxpas n 7ravrcy popoffit 5
ko facst nummsi 'n#r’atis Denarium decem millia. 1
have here mage Mention of this for another Rea-
fon, as ferviceable to the true eftimate of the Ro-
man Denarius, when firft coined; and which, as I
think, Parro tells'us, was taken from the Sicilian *
Money of Syracufa; which was a Colony deriving
t's Original - from- Corinth, whofe Drackma were
beavier than thofe of Atbens. \

Tug Door often complains of want of Time
od Leizure, but I have greater Reafon to com-
phin of 2 worfe Deficiency, which is want of Me-"
mory, which was never good ; but:by my laft Year’s
Sicknefs it is'near ‘quite loft and deftroyed, that I
an call nothing to Mind, but.what 1 fee before
me; and it has happened in this Cafe, that after I
hd finithed what I could meet with, concerning
the Corinthiam Drachma, 1 accidentally in turning
over fome Pages, found what the BilKop of Barh
ad Wells had Afaid- wpen this Subject, pag. 42.
“ Several Drachme were of different Weights, the
“ Eginean and " Corinthian,. for Example, equal to .
“ 1 of the Atick, and the Alexandrian of Egyps
“ jutt double to it. . .o

6w the Dr, baving juftly given a very high

- Chara&er of the Bithop’s Book, and mad¢ fa very
| luge Quotations- qut of it, 'tis to me a great Won-
der that he did not, in-this 2d Edition, corre&t the
fom-goininPaﬁ'a%c,.-by only dathing out half a Line
mit. T know the Bithop and the Dr.are far from
'ygreeing in their Opinions, concerning the Weight
.id Worth of the Artick Drachm ; but this could
not be altered by the Dr. but by changing his Ta-
bles, which would -have been very chargeable, but
this of the Cerintbian Drachma is tot, I think, men-
toned in them, and theﬁi\l Words, - /3 is fuppofed by
DEPEN ) 2

fome -
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Jome Authors equal to the Axtick: or, at leaft he
might have quoted fome Writers for his fo falzi .
I have alfo, fince I 'Writ this Sheet for the -r:g,
upon Occafion of confulting Mr. Brerewood, sbout
the Fewih Money, the- Book being very ﬁ\o.rt, I
" fpyed what he faid of the Drachnia gima, pag.

20, ‘and prefently after, it of the $razer Cm’u#ziam:,
of which he fays, Stater Corintbiacus 10 obolas £igi-
weos continet {3 proxime wvaluit, in the one Margent,
Stater Corinthiacus 15. 8d. ¢b. ¢ and in the other
Margent, Pollux kib. 4. cap. 24.:and lib. 9. iap. 24.
* 'This is fuch a very low Vailue, that if the latter

* Marginal Note not confirmed the former, I
muft have thought it an Errour of the Prefs, the
Book it felf being, a Pofibumus Work, and, there-
fore muft not think the Author any Way miflaken.
For I find him a very exa&t Wuiter; fave that he
has all along followed Budeus in giving too lowan
Eftimate of the Attick Drachm, and does: not re-
ceed from it in any of the following Computations,
of ' which I fhall givea fuller Account when I come
. to fpeak to a Page of Dr. Arbuthmat’s Book, viz.
Pag. 35 '

| ;I'lic Mina Astica of Silvcr:

© Page 20. “ MN A, Mina Mttica, contaiged 100
 Drachme, or Demarii; and the TaBLEs pro-
“ ceed on that Principle in reckoning Sums of
“ Money, where a Mina is made 37 45. 74. j

I have already obferved, ‘that fince the Doélor:
and I Yroceed upon feveral Principles, we are{
not likely to agree in the fame Sums: % Dimy-.
 fius Halicarnaffens, in’ reckoning up the Roman|
- Cenfus, make the Claffes fiand thus: 1
.. ‘ . T fhall|
' |

1

|
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¥ thall give the Claffes according -as ‘the DoGor
has ftated them, bat in an inverted Order from
the Doétor, and as Livy and Dionyfius Halicarnaffeus
ranges them.. )

~Qlaﬁo . L
lg, mi’f‘ C. -——-—--—-—-Eris C. Millia,
2d, Mine LXXV,: e Eris LXXV. Millia,
3, Mine L, — —— Eris L. Millia,
4th, ‘Mine XXV, ~——— Rris XXV. Millia, .
sth, Mina XML, cim femifi— Exis X11. Millia cum femiffe.

W E 1hall be Lttle concerned in taking Notice
;fe;y, fave the fntgi:lfCIafs,- for all the others de-
¢ upon that ;- if .we were once agreed ypon
- what a hundred Thoufand 4ffes amounted toP in
- our Momey, all the Reft would follow in their
due Proportion, for thie little Difference between
- Lsvy and Diomyfius dre npt worth taking Notice of.
- Then in what next follows, before 1 repeat what
-~ the Doétor fays of that Point, I muft obferve, ei-
 ther for his Information, or the Reader’s, that.we
find in thefe, that may pafs for Claflick Authors,
four. far greater Differences than this ﬁnﬁlc one
here mentioned; for tho’ Livy gives in the firft
Clafs at 100000 Affes, he reckons it at the lowett.
Pliny ftaves that Clafs at 110000 Affes, Celfus yet
higher, but it will be fomething hard wherc'to
find ity for it is not to be met with under the
Word Cenfus, or that of Claffis, but moit unexpe-
&edly under the Word infra, Infra Claflem fignifi-
catur qui minore fumma, quam centum &3 viginti mil-
lia erisy cenfi funt (F Anlus Gellius, higher yet, /ib.
7. cap.'v3.  Claffici dicebuptur non omnes qui in claffi-
bus eram, fed prime ‘tantum -claffis bomines, qui cen-
tum € viginti quinque millia eris, amplinfque cenfi e-
rant, Infwa Claflem awtem appellabantur fecunde cqu/l .
. N ,'3 . 15 ’




182 Remirks on Dan-Arbithnot’s

fis mterarkmq;- omnium cl'aj'm, + gl minore fumma
®risy quam [upra dixs, cenfebantur. . .

. Pag. 29. « IN the gth Cenfus, Dionyfius differs
¢ from Livy, who makesit X1 Mjllia Airis, which
¢« is fome Miftake, om falfe Reading; for in the
¢ Reft they are exadtly the fame, making the M-
“ na equal to 100 Denarii, or 1000 - Affes; “for it
“ was equal to fo much of Roman Money, as ap-
¢ pears by cemparing two Paflages, <one of .ppi-
¢ anus, and another of Swuetomius: For {peaking of
 a Coniriarium Eivcn by Cefar, the Former calls it
“ a Mina, and the other Quadingenos -Seffertios,
“ which is equal to 1000 Affesy ror 100 Denarii.”

I might here repeat what I have before obfer-
ved, that the Drachia and Denarii were never of
equal Weight ’till the Romens became Cohquerors
of all the Greeks; but that! at run, -poffibly
* they came equal. * As to fppianand Suetoniys, they
were late Writers, and therefore it is no Wonder
that they agree in their Accounts; for it muft be
grantedy that at that Time, a hundred Drachma.and
4920 Sefterces, were much'it one and the fame Value.

I pafs by that conccrning the Pound and Ounce
and half s, the foreignand barbarous Coins, and
Fewifb Money, as knowing nothing of the Firft,
-nor any more of the Latter, than what pay bc
mct with in Bithop Cumberland, or in Bithop Hoop-
er on that Subjeét.

Page 32. But by the Way, the DoGor fpeaks
of Talewtum, which,yas he tensy&s, « was two-fold,
% fignifing cither fo much. Weight, or 3 Sum of
$ Money: The Vilue of it differd acpordigg Itno |

R the

\A.
. . .
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“the different Ages -and: Countries in which it
% was ufed.!: 0 TP A SRR ’
We. are dot here, told : what a Zalent, not of
Coin, -but of Weighs, ! was ‘amongft the Romans;
but as far, as I .remember, . Vitruvius reckons it at*
Pa 33 1 123§y Roman Pound. ' The: Dottor- inr the*

" next. Page.alo: fpeaks- of the Euboic Ta-

i, % forcalled from Ewbea, an Ifland near the-

“ Coaft of stica, mentioned by Livy. Some think
“ it the fame with the Aitick Zalent, . for the Mina

“ wys: Camomariay or::confifted of- 100 Drachme
“ dtisay: as. well as-che Attick: Mina. Herodotus: .
“ faith, the Babylonian Talent was equal to 70 Mi--
“ ne Bybojae, and Pojjux affirmeth, that it was e-
P 34 '..'_“-,c}ual to 7000 Drachme Attice : 'W herce
" it follows, ¢ That 70 Mime Euboice,

“ were. equal to 7000 Dyachme Attice 5 and confe-
“ quently one Mina Euboica, equal to 100 Drachme
“ Attice 5; which is exally the Number of Drachme
“ in the Artick Ming. ‘[ in.Margine, b. Livy, lib. 8.
“ Decad. 4. - Herodotus, lib. 3. and Polinx, kb. 9.}
“ It was the Eubean Jalent, that Darius, King of
“ Perfis, order’d the Gold in.his Dominions to be
“paid him.” - .. . '

T a e Doéor fecms here to have difcovered and
fated the true Worth or Value of the Esboic Ta-
bnt 5 and if all that he has faid were true and in-
dlfilllstable, he has done a2 very great Work ; and
f his Bogk had been .publithed, as I fuppofe the
1ft Edition was, and had been, affented to as credi-
ble, it would have faved Bifhop Hosper and 'me a
great deal of Pains in fettling that difputable Point,
% may be feen at large in my firft Letter to that

op, in the 92 and thofe that follow,
low extent in thefe l\jlgﬂ%clla.tﬁes.

N 4 o Pag.‘
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Pag. 34. © There is fdbme Di of Opini-
" & ons in Authors, about fixing'the Value of
“ Talewts [dbove-mentiondd] ,- the Tables arc made
‘% on the beft Information-I could get. Thereis
“ another Zakert much -older, and'much than
¢ any above-mentioned, ‘which ‘we may" e4ll the A
& merical Talens of Gold, fuppofed’ to be: equal to
« 3 Atick Aurei. Pollux fpeaks of fuch a Tam.
. Eufiathias upon Fomér, tockons it worth 24
 Drachmes perhaps it may be of uncertain Value,
< but that it was of an inconfiderable , is con-
. & jeltured from the Paflagic*of Homer, wehere dc-
& {cribing the Prizes at the Funetal of Pasrecis;,
& he put them in the following Order, rft, the
% Captive Woman and a'T¥iped; 2d, 3 Mare big
¢ with Foal; 3d, a Kettle 5 4th, ewo Fakenss of Gold;
« ¢hyaBrafs Vial. Wherethe two Thl#s of Gold
" € are propofed as the moft inconfiderable Prize, but
¢ one. Several Authors write, that amongft the
< old Gresks-a Talent of Gold was vety finall; and
¢ the ConjeCtare of the learned Bifhop of Bash
 and Zpls feems to be well founded; that this
€ Jalent of Gold, tho’ not eqiihumerat® (odedun
¢« the Phrafe is) nor yet equiponderant (loosdemy) a5
€ to any other, yet was equivalent (Iseddyamer) to
¢ fome correfpondent Zalem -in Brafs, whatfoever
. % it was, whofe undgr Parts kept the Common
¢« Proportionbetween thetnfelvés ; a Talens wemay
¢ fuppofe of the. Phinicians, the great Mierchants
« remember’d by Homer. For example, i we take
¢ the Value of Gold to Silver to Rhave anciently
% been as ten to ohe; the Rate it bore for'a long
% Time in Greece: And if we fuppofe the Value
¥ of Silver, to Brafs of the CypFians, or Coppér, t0
¥ have been- with. their Neighbotrs the Phesian,
£¢.as ope to .a hundred, (and for 2 long Timch it
- . - . . ({3 has
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. % has fince genemlly went not much above that

“ Value) we-then have fix Arrick (or Tyrian)
“ Dracbma’s weight of Gold, equal in Value to
“ fix thoufand Drachma’s Weight of Brafs.

* T have tranfcribed this Paflage, chiefly for the
Citation out of Rithop Fuoper, becaufe his Book is
both fearce and dear, and fhall alfo add the Page
where it may be found, whieh is here wanting,
mdwould, forlack of an Index, -require fome Time
to find it, which is in Page 43. .

Pag. 27. “ AccorpING to this ancient 75~
“ I, fome reckon 'the Treafure of King David,
% parvicularly that mentioned, 1 Chromicles, xxii.
% Now bebold in my Trouble § Bave prepared ix thy
“ Houfe of the LO R.D & bundred Thoufand Talepts
% of Gold, and a tbonfknd thowfand Talents of Sikver:
“ which, according to the common Reckoni
% would amount in Gold Zalents to the Value of -
% 93,500,000 /. and the Siver come to above. -
€ 342,000,000 /. or .geckonigig according to the
« i)acupk Proportion of Gold to Silver, the two .
% Sums would be equal. ~

. 36. % ?W.E&.y: ';!ntig. mentioning the
“hg ;gaff se, cafls both the Gold a.ndmngilver ‘
% 100,000 Talents ; by which, it feems, he fpoke
% decording, to fome more modern: Calcutation.

Iy the fore-going Valuation of the Treafure
which King David provided for the Building of
Temple at Ferufalem, the Doar gives us feveral
Accounts both of the Gold and of the Silver; and
yet methinks a third- is fill wanting, concerning
the Sum that would arife from the old Talew of
Gold, found amongft the Greck Writers, ”ﬁrﬁf'

. Yy
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nerally called the Homerical Talens. 1 fhall not here .

trouble the Reader about the Difputes, what was
the Difference betwixt the Artick Aureus and the Ro-
man ; bus take the 4urei 3 of the lefler kind, concern-
ing which Pollux informs us, that the Homerical
Talent was equal to B,Am'ck Awrei, which. were of
the Weight of fix Drackms of Silver, which I am
well affured, tho’ the Doétor does not value them

fo high, did rather out-weigh, than fall fhort of

4s. Englith, now thefe 4s. multiplied by ten, the
loweft Value of Gold above Silver, they arife to
40s. or 2k which 2 /. whenmultiplied by 100000
Talents, which David had provided, if the Scripture
fpeaks of thefe 7alents, the Produ& will be 200000/,
nglith; but I {hall not reft here, but take No-
tice that Plato valued Gold as 12 to Silver, Duorius
King of the Affjrians received it at the Rate of
13, and the Emperors, after Cc;»&ﬂamine the Great,
at 1 to 14 }: I am not able exattly to give an Ac-
gount what the 3 Aurei would arife to at this Value,
but gs far as I conjedture they fall not much fhort
of ﬁooooo L wantu;f in each Zalent about 2's..84.
v T this bei together uncertain, I will next
borrow out of Mr. Brerewood, what Account he
gives, of this Fewifb Treafure, and becaufe the Baok
&5 {carce, you fhall haveit in his own Werds, who
I think to be a very good Mathematitian; and his
Accounts to be relied on in all Things but this,
- that he follows Budeus’s' Account, and reckonsthe
Denarius no- higher than 7d. ob. by which-I think

a 16th Part may be addegto all his Sums, where-
ever we find them. '
i .HE firft begins with the Hebrew Sums of Mo-
ey, c4p. 4. p. 12. where he fays, Talentum Hebre-
drum conginet popdere 3000 fichs; --*- erga 3000 fick
ad Talentum pertimuerunt 3 continet proinde 1200 i).m.'
L . - chmas
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chmas Aptisas wt -etiam. Epiphanius obfervat, vulet
preinde Salentum Hebrgeum. in aigento dé-nummis noftids
375 ). Awri vero Taleritum: Hebraicum, fervata in pre-
cio Auti ad Argentums proporsione dyadecuplay quce nums
ubique fere mget valet_de wofiyo (tummo) 45001.

Bur.ig hys gth Chapter ‘he gives an Account
of the Pri Sums we meet with in Scripture,
Pag: 143, but fiill it muft be obferved, .that he pros
ceeds. with a double Zalent to that ;of the ‘#mk,
which he rates at 1871 104, too low in myjudg-
ment, ..

I give this Notlcc beforé-hand, yo Be- ,

may Dbetter .comprehend Wiﬁ)t’3 follows, for

thall ufe thrcc dﬂfcrcnx Reckonings 5- Mr. Brere-
wood reckons the .Artsck: Taless: at ;871 105, DF
Aibstjmot ax tpzl 155, - - As to-my-awn Comipue-.
tation I muft dikewife obferve,: thati;in Complis
ance with many other Authors, and to avoid
Confufion, 1 bring down .the Drachma below it’s -
due’ Welght but- do- - nof:- advhtiee: the -Con/wlar
Denarsi, at all... Having thus irformed my Reader
in what Senfe, ‘and - for what' Reafon I Rate.an
Astick Talert only at 20017. 1 will proceed to give
you M. Brerewood’s Rockonmg, as he gives. Pa. xy,

1 Chron. Damd relxqu;]é dzqtur -
Xxiiy 14+ 2 Solomoni pro Templi Fa-%«q.yo,ooo,oool
R 5"16)44"%970 (mummo) ).
reterea argenti proeo-") -
Toidem. {d  opers moéooo Talen- ggyy,ooo,oool :
1a id facit de moftro

. Dr, Arbythnot veckons the Gold at -- £47,500,000l.

the 1,000,0007. of Silver at-- 345,000,000/.
and then informs usy ¢ that reckoning -according
“.to the Decuple u? uhfomon of Gold to Silver,
“ the two Sums would be cqual, .

-

Iw_as
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. T was a long Time before I could fiasd out the
ing of thefe laft Words, or indeed by what

" Salem he computed themy But as for my felf, af-

%er a great deal of blusdering I took a double 4
tick Talewt to exprefs the Fewnfb Talens; and by mul
tiplying 400 7. by 14 } I found them to amount to
about 418,000,000/, But whether right ot m
Imauft leave to the Detetmination of the moreskilful.
‘The Silver 1,000,000 COMES t0' == £00,000,000%
- But if you take the Goldeti Talent at 300000 /.
both Silver and Gold will make 4.00,2::{’»9 I
both put together, and yet, as mmng ink, too
great 2 Sum either to'be colletted by David, ot
expoended by Sofamom, in order to winch, that the
ge. the better, and pafs his Sentence
onit I {h mﬂ: the vichap. of Mr. Breretwood,
Page 16. inti y ‘ '

" Confiderations “upon. the Number of
- the Gold and Silver left by David, :to Solo-

:- hon for the Fabrick of the Temple, *

Imw diligently confideted the, ancient Helbrew” Sums

of Money [poken of in Scripture, and of their Weight
. _and Valuey but I am [omewhat oppreffed with that
Paffage of Hiftary recorded in the 1f of Chrénicles,
ch. xxii. ¥ 14. comgerning the vaff Number of Talents

" of Gold and Silver Ieft by David, to Solomen, for

the Builds the Temples for they far exceed the
Treafures 5 :Z greatejl”"glm‘arcb, and the Wealth and
Riches ’Z all Princes of whom Hifiory bas made men~ .
sions tofs immicinfe Heaps.of Money and Gold; which
alus confimed in theé Flames, togetber wwith
bimfelf, excepted.” Befidé there was mo Way for Da-
vid, who bad received no Treafupes from bis Predece/-
! < fors

ar
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ors to gather fo Heaps, as_mone nf the mof ra~
{aam Pringes % Romans, Greeks, or P Al
from their vaft and large es evey vaifed or [iraped
sogetber 5 . nesther truly did thar Work require fuch ag
immenfe . Quanmtity, of Gold or Sibver ; nay, mot [o much
if the Wa kaMPwmmts of the whele Temple bad
been to be made of [folid Silver, sor if & whole geldew
Bed, and the imward. Wainfiosting of the Walls mlad
with Gold would have requireds nor :f akl the Furni~
ture bad beenmade of Money.s thefe great Heaps for the
Work and Workmenwosldnot only barve been [uffsviest 3
but even to [pare alfo: For T bave confidered the De~
menfions of the Temple as diligently as I couldy gnd come
pared the folid Bulk and Maffe, and all dccoumss
taken, and found the Prw%m excesded she Ways be
was to employ themy and David fays, be confecrated
all this to God ot of bis Povesty, as the Remains of
bis Affliction and Wars, by which be had been vewed,
and exbaufled; and yer this Poverty, bow- much doss
it exceed the Affluence of the richefi Kings? Therefare
- 3t feems meceffary to [ay that the Hebrew #ord 923
fignifies fomething elfe than a Talent, or that there
might be fome otber Noskow of a Talem, befidss that gi-
ven us,. or draws out of the Hiffory of Mofes. & is
olfo certainy that \2D fignifies fome plain and pre ed
down Bulk or Maffe like a Cheefe Cake, inwhich Form
or Fafbion Gold and Silver ufed 1o be kept in the Trea-
Jury' of Princess for we may ke fure thas the W ord in
fbe Ongwal is Plainnefs or Flatnefs ; from which Ac-
ation notbing certain can be determined copcerns
t is Suns o David’s. Befides .it may eafily be difco-.
vered e Writings of the Ancieris, that the: Nams.
of a akxt bad various deceptations atnongfi: them, and:
© Jometimes only _ég:l}ﬁ ‘4 fmall Swm. For Eupolemus
. & we find in Hulcbius, in mumbering up the C
of the Tmpk, by 4 Talent demotes-@ Hebraw, be
thas
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that is & Coin of 4 Drachms Weight. And Pol-
" dux in bis Book writ for the explaining of Words,
faysy that' a Talent of Silver was 6o Minz, but

s Talemt of Gold 3 Attick Aurei- (or 3 Pieces of

Gold) that make fix Drachma’s; and tbat in Amti-

guity a Talent of Gold was but wery fmall, Homer
mor obfeurely fhews us s who relating the Prizes conten-

ded for at the Tomb of Patroclus, were of no great Va-
ue s 18 A Captive Woman s 24 a Mare with Foal; 3da

Kettle 5 4th two Talents of Gold, and 5th a fmall Vialor

Brafs Bottle, were-exhibited as the Rewards. Lafly
_when the Sicilian, Neopolitan, and Talent of Regium

denoted a [mall Weight; the 1f 6 Drachms, tbe 24

three, and the 3d balf a Drachm ; the [ame Name, it
-may be, amongft the Hebrews might [ometimes denote

@ very [mall Sum. -t : n

Ir any fhall affent to thefe Arguments of Mr.

Brerewood, for the leflening the Weight of the Gol-

den Talent, the following Words of Dr. Arbuth-

mot will help to confirm him therein.

- Pag. 36. % Fofepbus lib. 7, Antiquit. mentioni

« the fame pagag, calls Both the Gold and .sf-
 ver but 100000 Talents; by which it feems he
: fpoke according to fome more modern Calcutz-

tion. : - - .

_I fhould have rather thought by fome more an-
cient Calculation, for 100000 Talents of Silver a-
mount but to 10,000,0007. according to miy rec-
Koning : 70/1:.~Smé€ger‘ (as I find him fome where -
zlllﬁw d) isfaid toaffirm, that Fofephus was the Faith-_

eft and mott to be relied upon of any Hiftorfan .
that ever writs but I think there is.no great Rea-
fon to believe it, but ratheér feveral againtt it; for
mn many Things ke feems to leflen Matters, thathe .
might find readier Belief amongft the Roma;i:. R

v . . : writ
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I writ this before I confulted Fofepbus, whom
the Dr.tho’ he qlt:dtfs the Book, ‘yet as too often he
does (as I{hall hereafter obferve) omits the Chap-
ter or Séction where the Paflage may be miore rea-
. dily found 3 fér it may be met with Awmiguisat. lib.

.7 ap. 11.and upon fearching for it, I find the Dr.
muft have took it up at 2d Hand, the Words nei-
ther. agreeiig with the Latin nor Englith Tran-
flation ; for both are different from the Ac-
count- the Dr. has given of them; for'inftead of
calling .both the Gold and Silver 100000 Tilents,
he brings in Dawid thus fpeaking to Selemon, when
he him King before his own Death: Know
therefore that 1 bavve already gathered tén thoufand Ta~
kents of Goldy and a bundred thodfand Talents of Silver,
ond an incredible ity of Brafs and Irom, of Stomeand '
of Wood 5 This Quotation out of Fofepbus is fuffici-'
ent to confirm the Judgment I have above given, -
of the Liberty he has taken in writing the Hi-
ftory of his own>Nation.’ ) o

I'muft now pafs over feveral Pages, partly for
want. of Time, but more for lick of Skill to ex-
amine them, ’till I come to Page the 45

Page 45. A Paflfage in the Code De Argenti precio,
runs thus, % Fubemus ut pro argenti fumma quam quis
€. Thefauris fuerit illaturus inferendi auri accipiat fa-- .
“ cultatom, ita ut pro.fimgulis auri libris argenti quinos
“ Solides inferat. Suppofing the Solidi to be four
® Scruples, 20 Scruples of Gold were chaxqu for-
“ 288 Scruples of Silver; this makes the Propor-
% tion'of Gold to Silver, as 14 3 to 1. B

I have inferted this Paragraph for two Reafons, .
ity Becaufe thete are very few Perfons, but thofe: -
that have ftudied the Civil or Roman Law, that -
know how to find out the Quotation, Withoﬂt:t
., c
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the -Place be afligned where it is to be fought
for. 2dly, It is of confiderable Confequence to be
informed of the Time when any Law was firft pro-
mulged : Forthe Codex of Fufiimian confift’ of
" Boo s,anda%:atmm]; more Titles in ﬁ
are not all of the fame Date, nor made by the fame.
Emperors; tho’ I think none of them rife higher
than Cosflantime the Great. It was not very eafie
to me to find the Quotation, for one muit fome-
times run over 12 Books, abundence of Titles,
’till any, but a Civil Lawyer, can meet with the
Book, or Title, when quoted in . I had
the Pande&s and Codex printed in Folio at Antwerp,
in a very fair Letter, which I mention only for
this Reafon, that the Confuls are fet down there in
* Words at large (better then in Helvicus) in two
Columns; where I found the Con/aks Names, and
the Year in which it was enacted, and that .is con«
currant with the Year of Grace 396, dated 11
Kalend. Mart. Cz.fario & Attico Confuishus.

- Page 46. < Politx makes a Stater worth a Miws, |
¢ which muft be underftood of one of 8 Drachms;
. % according to which Proportion the Tervadrachm
“ was worth g0 itk Drackms : 'This Proportion
¢« is obferved in the Tables, which F have not
#¢ changed, being according to.the Romas Way
“ of Reckoning 25 Demarsi for the Aurexsy tho'
 the Decuplo Proportion of Gold to Silver obtain-
. % ed, and was the moft common Way of Com-
¢ puting. .
I am almoft in as t an Admiravion how 2 |
_ Stater came amongft the Coins in this Place, as at
the ftrange Confequence, which tht Doéor endea-
‘vaurs to draw from it. For if Pollux fj of
Stater as a Coin, it muft either be of Gold or:l)f
. . Sile
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Silver : A Szaser of Gold isreckon’d but the Weight
of 2 Drachms, if of Silver of 4 Drackms; but nei-
ther of thefe could be of the Worth of a Minas,
which is 100 Drachme, and as the Doltor and
others account them the fame with an hun-
dred Denarii, which as T have endeavoured to thew -
i the fore-going L 8T T 2 R 5 i8 of the Worth of
76 Shillings, ‘and better,: of our prefent Engli/h Mo-
ney; So that the Do&or following the higheit
Computation he gives of an Jureas, otherwife cal-
led a Srater, pretends not to State it any highey
than 25 Denarii. 1 oncsborrowed Pollux, butnow
have him not by me fo as to confult ‘the Places
but am apt to {uppofe, that Peffux might {peak of
a Seffer, as it is taken for 2 Weight; but the Dr.
takes it as a Coin, and then confidering how many
Drackms of Gold, viz. 4 Aurei would amount to, at
z{-Dma'rii to the Awrexs, he reckons proportiona-
bly, that a Tetradrachm was worth go Drackms. 1
cannot but wonder how the Dr. could fll into fo
many Miftakes together, for andstick Tesradrachm,
otherwife called a Starer, was a Sitver Coin of 4
Drachms, and accordingly m§ ‘Account arifeth no
higher than 2 5. 84. nor the-Stater of 8 Drachms
had there been fuch, no higher than gs. 44. 1
have mentioned thefe Overfights, to prevent young
Students from' being confounded, and diftraéted by
them 3 and as for Ladies anid Gentlewomen, be they
trae or falfe, they will fill continue as fond of the
Doétor’s Book as before, from the many furprizing
Noveltics difcourfed of, not long after, pag. 110.
T o which Page omitting all the Weights and
Moafuras. the Doctor has given us,' 'till he returns
fo fpoak 6f Roman Affairs; firft relaging to their
Poverty, ncge to their Wealth,and thirdly to their
Luxnrg;‘,: - ¥ am nexe in order to proccedy pot pre-
) o - tending
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‘cndinE in the leaft to examine what I have not
any Skill or Knowledge of; But before I go any
further, it feems convemient; if not neceflary, to
forwarn thofe that fhall firft caft their Eyes upon
. thefe REMARKS, to take a View of the preceeding
Lerrers. Where they may find upon what
account I was induced to embrace the Hypothefis
- that is there endeavour’d to bedefended. And now
I fhiall beg leave to berrow and tranfcribe from the
Docror, what1 find printed in the Page afore-men-
tioned, writ as well by the Doftor in his own De-
fence, as alfo ferviceable to my own Excufe alfo.

Pag: . 4 Differtation of Roman’ Money
< Affairs.

¢ ArTHo’ Examples proper, for the Application
% of the Tables occur frequently in all ancient Au-
% thors, yet to comply with the Cuftom of Pub-
¢ lifhers of Tables, and to fhew the Ufe of them,
“ to thofe whoare not daily perufing fuch Authors,
¢ it feems neccﬂ'arf; to adgl a Collection of Exam-
¢ ples, which might accuftom the Reader to fuch
¢ Computations, 5. .

I own that it is very ufeful, if not neceffary al-
fo, for thofe that arccr');o m‘g, the Clafficks, that
fuch Tables fhould be provided for them; for o-
therwife they would be at a great Lofs to under-
ftand the Sums they read of there; and for this
Reafon I long fince provided my felf 2 Table of
Sefterces, from one SJ;:‘;: to many Millions, which
I have acquajnted the Reader.of my LETTERS
that it fhall be publifhed at the Eu«dy of thefe R g-
MARK s, and as to Examples, I am provided of al‘i

mo!
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' moft an infinite Numbery but never likely to be
publithed in my Life-time, whatever they may be-
aficrwards ; for I fuppofe an Ordinary Folio would
not hold thcm, and written in tha:?h& and in
fucha Hand,as I cannot pofibly at thisAge rmd them.’

Pag 111. ¢ I do, moft ﬁnccrcly, and without
any Affeftation acknowledge my own Incapaci-:
‘t%' tc‘%})roducc any Thing perfect on the Subjeé,.
{ ant of Knowledge, as well as Leizure. 1.
onl l? thofe worthy Perfons who are better

for the Undertak npt to be an,
w1th me, for having pmnﬁ out a new %
| % in whxch they may fignalize clves.

i I join with the Dr. mthefc y and acknow-
‘ my own Infirmities, which incapacitate me,
. both for Age, want of Health, and lofs of Mcmo-
| 1jy to attempt fuch an Undertaking.
Tre Dottor prefaces his. followi Chaptcr,
t that in conﬁdenng thx! Sub]c& thcfc ’ﬁung
rlly occur.

“ift, Tue ﬁnan Qxanuty of thc Trcafurc of
“ an in it's Infancy. -

TAx1NG thefe Wordsabfolutcly, I concur wnh '
the Do&or upon this Hcad

“ zdly, WuaAT Propomon of Treafure Rome in

% it’s Grandure contained, in refpeét of the richefk
“ trading City at this Time in Europe; which one
“ may call it’s abfolutc Riches. .

I have not Mathcmatlc’ks to retend to, any At-
umpt to do this,. and fhaél pafs by the 2 follo\?;i)tl;g:
. L "

S natu- :
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Obfervables, as in a groat Mecafure contunnd inthe

" two fore-going ones.

%  have in fome Places marked tthhronology

% upon the Margin.

THis is v done, and if I yemember
aright, it is-often to be met with in Monficur
Hardmns Nom upon Pliny’s Natumle&oty

U Hz wxllobfcrve the fame rec:ﬁ:Smnsandxf-
¢ ferent Articles; forEnmplc, ﬁmengﬂ:atc

“equalmathmg

I was at furprized with this ref-
ﬁon,but'wi&;gcughmit _ Exp

- “Fonrit pmceedsﬁ'om z.Canfcs, ift, ttho-
& mans reckoning as we do in round Sums; fuch
€ an one W almndred? ortwohundredthou-

- « fand *Pounds; and adly,” my obliged to

“ compute precnfcly accordmg to the Tables.

I firft obferve, ‘that the Tables ought then to
be very exaft, which I can no Way grant concer-
ning the Roman Moncy, defcribed in the Tables
fubjoincd tw())vtl;sﬁ 'I}‘lmmic 2dly, I conceive there
is a great t in pot rendering them, io 2
Manner obfcrved by other Writers, who fcarce:
cver gave any Account of a Sum that is not reduce-
able to a certain Number of rei, and I have {0
accouneedmmy Table of Sefferres, that there is
never a m, but ends cven in our Moncy;
in P Marksor Nobles. ‘

Pag. 112. €« CaLcurLaTION is the pmpt&tﬁ
C= |
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£¢ Method, either to fupport Probability, or dete&

T am here fully affenting to this true Aflertion of
the Doctor’s. :

Pag. 112. “ I have been fparing in drawing Pa-
¢ rallels, or univerfal Conclufions, my chief De-
“ fign being only to ftate Matters of Fa&t. Be-
¢ fides I think it more refpettful to the Readerto
€ leave him fomething to exercife his Fancy, and
“ Reflettions upon, rather. than pre-occupy his
¢ Judgment. And indged it is a Subje& in whigh
¢ Matters of Fact being ftated, 2 Man in Bufinefs
& ‘who is ufed to Calculation, ¥ a better Jud
¢ than the beft Claffical Scholar in the World,
& without thefe Qualifications. -

T acknowledge the Truth here delivered, and be-
moan my Want of Skill in Computation, which has
often put meto a great deal of Trouble, and made me
liable, as I fear, to a great many Mftakes; but I
hope all ingenious Mathematitians will eafily dif-
cl;o;;r them, and without any great Trouble corre&t
them.

Pag. 113. % Tux vaft Difference between the

« Riches of the Roman Citizens in the Infancy,

¢ and in the Grandure of Rome, will ap%ar by

« comparing the firft Cenfus, or Valuation of Eftates,

- % that were made in the Reign of Servius Tullius,

« with the prodigious Eftate that they afterward
« poflefied. .

Ir this be applied to every Senator, I think it
is not true, a.ns ac'cording to the Account that Ax-
o 3 : lus
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Jus Gellius gives of the firft Claflis, it was no lefs
than 125,000 Pounds of Copper or Brafs s and I
queftion not but that any Gentleman who has as
much Land as that Sum will buy at this Day, m;}bc
qualified tobecome a Parliament Man now at #¢f-
minfler ; but for this I refer the Reader to what has
been faid in my LETTERS, afd the Additions to
them, where the Brafs is reckoned to amount te
6666 J. 135. 4d. Englith. ro

Pag. 115. % IN the Time of C. Licinius the Con-
“ful, A.U. 376. the Limitation of Eftates was

“.goo Yugeray or 330 Englith Acres.

TwH1s Law was propofed then, but not paffed
*till after; neither was there any Conful at all at
that Time, but a Dicator: Licinius was a Plebe-
an, and none of that Order were Confuls, ’till the
A. U. 388. Pltarch’s Camillus is quoted for it,
but thofe that promoted the Law were Tribuns Pl-
#isy and both became Confuls fometime after that
Law was paffed; the Paffage is toward the End of
that Life, and in the Greet and Latin Edition, Pag.
1503 and in Livy, kb. 6. cap. 35. If therefore
chief Author of this Law, a Plbeas, fell thortly
after under the Penalty of it, ’tis an Evidence that
the chiefeft of the Nobility were not fo paor
Budeus and his Followers would make them. -

¢ Tue fame gradua) Encreafe of Riches may be
% inferr'd from tfome Account’ we have of Patri-
** monies, and Womens Portions; the Patrimor
 of Zucits, reckoned very great, was only X.
 AErisy 320 55 10d.” (pag. ibidem)  “ Vdl.
¢ Mayimus. R o -

HeRE
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~ HERE Tacita is rcad for Tacia, and Paler. Maxi-
smus is quoted-at large; but it would be a long
Search where to find it, for neither 7acia nor her
Father Cefo’s Name are to be found in the Jndex
Fariorum; the Author is more excufable, becaufe
he has printed moft of the Words whichI meet
with in Val. Max. lib. 4. cap. 4. §. 10. The Doé&t-
or valués the decem millia &ris.at 321 §s. 10d.:
He and I governing our felves by feveral Hypothe-
fes are. not like to agree in our Sums; you read
what Value the Doéor afcribes to Zacia’s Inheri-
tance, which after the Rate that the Romans valued
Eftates, not by the Year, but what'they mightbe
{fold for out-right, after the Ufual Value of*Lands
in England, would fcarce arife tos 305. per Years
But as I fhould reckon it, the 4fés being then
Pound A4ffes, to be.worth at leaft 10000 Shillings,
or gool. of our Money; which was no inconfidera-
ble’ Sum - with us, re the Wefi-Indies were dif~
covered. Befides inftead of round Sums, by which
the Romans, as the Doétor faith Reckoned, ‘we
find the Doctor here, and elfewhere, falling down
not only into Shillings, but fingle Pence alfo.

Page 115. « Megallis was ftyled the Fortune,
€ becaufe the. had C. M. £ris 3221 185 4d.

No Author is quoted for this Sum, but it may
be found in 74l. Max. and in the fame Book and
Chapter -with that of Zacis, or as we read it here
Yacita; but I cannot find that her Fortune was C.
M, Aris, but %tinqw inta Millia; but in other
Editions, as the. Notes fay,. Qtéiﬂgtﬂa; if it be the
firft of thefe, the Sum wilk but be half of what
the Doétor gives; if the Latter, five Times as
-much as the. Doétor affigns to .it: But which of
.. ) . 04 . thefe
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thefe three is the moft likely, without the Time
when fhe lived could be noted, there is no difcovery.

Ihid. % In hnerTixm,'acnmﬁwn Fortune for
« a Lady, was Desies Sefiertium Boya l. 18s. 4d.
& Fuvensl Satyr. 10,.is quoted. .

- Ir. had been eafier found, if the Verfe. had been
added alfo; or 366 Verlcs, it may be read to no
Purpofe. I fuppofe the Dofbor gives the Sum of |
Dacies H. . at 8o721. 1Bs. 4d. according to his |
own Table, but in my own, I have given it ¢
83337 6. 8 4. and all this great Difference in
eur Sums is, by the Do&or’s computing ane Farth-
ing lefs than I do.jn every four H. 8. orone Desarivi. |

: |
. % Ibid. Terentia, Citera's Wife, her Fortune wx
£ twelve Myriads of Drachms, 387y b3 and Cierd's
€ own Patrimony, was ninc Myriads of Drachw;
€ 28771 \

IN compliance with the Praftice of many o
ther Authors, I have in my Computations reckoned
the Drachma and Denarius as equal, tho’ the For-
. mer was the Heaviery and yet for all this Diminu-
tion in my Table, the firft Sum amounts to 4000!.
and the whole Eftate of Cicero’s Patrimony, -exal-
ly to 3000/ without cither odd Shillings or Peac.

Ibid. * Tully's EficCts- muft have been very con
$¢ fiderable, as will appear by fome Things tha
# will be faid hereafter: He owns that he'had
K Afiay bis € wvicies 177621, 95. 44. Egf. “
& Asticumy Ub. 13, - :

_I l;:wc not leifure to j;ogk gﬁer‘_a Book, - 1 knov

nat
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not which it is; whether 11 or 2, nor then, vo
read over the whole Book, before 1 could find the
E iftle. In ome of my Letters to Bithop Hoeper,

complained ‘'of this un Places at large, with-'

er Book, Cha ection, or Page, where
toﬁndt.han Tl featlm:Epn(Hc, I doubt
whether it was his own Moncy he fpeaks of, or
the Publick : Andlreckonbuvmexmamoanttso
!BWJ. 6s. 84.

ux N I was otherwife weary of Writing I
at laft fent for Cicero’s Epiftles, and found that what
the Dofor referred to was in Cicero’s xi. Book, and
Epift. the firlt; where I find thefe Words. '

_Ego in Ciftophoro in Afia bakeo ad H. S. bis &
wicies, lmja: pecunice permutatione Sfidem nofiram facile
3 quem guidem cgo nifi expeditam relinguere pus
ta(fem, avda: ety cui I8 fis jam pridems winime cvedere, ,
eommoratns effems pasiifper nec domeflicas res impeditas
geligniffer ;s ob vamque canfam ferius ad 2o Scribo, gnod
fovo intellexiy quid timendum effet. This bemg
aﬁrrlhadfcnt what I had writ to the rel's,
-Jent this after it, to be fubjoinad to what went be.
forey and I likewife look'd over many other Epi-
ftles in that Book 3 which canvinced me that much
-of Cicers’s Wealth was not to be met with there,
but rather, as I think, Tokens of his Poverty:
But let that be s it wxll I think the Doctor has
led us fomething out of the Wa{v by quoti
imperfetly, by leaving out the Word Ciftopho~
ro, and oni faying that he had in Afe bis vicies,
-which ufuall NIEN vo H. §. which was Roman
Money; but thc Ciftophori were another Sort of
Coin, and tho’ not fo b1‘§ as the Roman Denarii,
. et muchb: ger than the Roman Sefierces, and chief-
¢ Rbodians, and bore this Proportion -
po tthk, that 4.foo Drachms do to 6taooh1 4
. whic
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which, if I am not miftaken, renders’ them a 4th 1
Part lefs then a Drackma, atd theretore one Ciffo- ‘
phous fhould; at leaft, be equal to three H. §. And

“fhould not be reckoned lefs than three Times as
much, or more, than the Do&or has given it in
at; except this thould be Cicero’s Meaning, that
he had fo much of the Rhodian Money, as would
amount to Bis Centies in the Rowan Moncy. Al
this is writ for the Exercife of thofe that are grea-
“tey Criticks than either the Doékor or I pretend to be.

P, 116. % Curio 1s recorded for contralting a
« Dag)ct to the Value of Sexcenties Seftertium 484375.
« Val. Max. kb. 9.

T Ho’ the Book be here qu et the Chap.

I. §.6. are omitted ; ncil;hcrqis%?‘:,x 4 ed that IE::
was a young Man, and under the Government of
a fevere Father, of which two the Author fpeaks
‘more judicioufly and elegantly, than in fome other
Places, lib. 9. eap. 1. §.6. Confimilis mutatio in Do-
.m0 Curiorsm exiftis 5 Rquidem Forum nofirum, &5 pa-
#ris graviffimum [upercilium, & filfi fexcenties (efierti-
ym &ris alieni afpexit 5 comtralium famofa injuria no-
bilium Fuvenum. Itaque codem tempore, €3 cifdem po-
nalibus diver(a [ecula -babitarunt, fregatifimum alte-
r4my alterum nequiffimum. My Table computes the
Sum at §oo,000/.

1

Page 116. « Plutarch faith - that Cefar, before
¢ he had been in any publick Office at"Rome, ow-
 ed 1300 Talents 25187y. E

I have nothing to obferve here, but the Diffe-
rence of my Computation from the Dotor’s, as
well-in Zalents. as in Sefierces 3 for | rate this Sum

o at
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it 260,000/, exaltly meither more nor lefs, the

Difference betwixt us-is 18125 7. which the Doétot
falls fhort of me. ' )

Page 117. % THe Valuation of Craffis, his Land
&« Ealgce, by Pliny 1,6145831. Bis Millies, is in
my Account 1666666/. 13s. 4d. of which the
Do&or falls tThort by 54,7827 635. 84. |

I fhall take no furtgcr Notice of the Di es
of our Computations, except I find.fome more
than ordinary Occafion for it hereafter.

Page121. # Tur Middle, or common Prices of
K Commodities, which Mankind have the fame
“ Ufe for, in all Ages and Times, {eems to be the
“ true Meafure for afcertaining the Quantity of .
“ circulating Money, in any Time orPlace, and |
“ there is no other fo Proper as Bread-Corn.

I give my full Suffrage to the Opinion in this
Poingl andmz'hercforc in my ColleE_tioXs never omits
ted it, where it was to be met with, either in
England, or in any other Country, where I found
Meation of it. And becaufe the Word Modius,
by our Engliff Tranflators, is too often called a
Buthel ; I think it neceflary to explain to the Rea~
der what is properly meant by it, for it was a Ro-
man Meafure, moftly made ufe of in Bugi or

ing of Corn: And now I will look alc,ﬁ to
what the Doctor has obferved concerning it, which
Ifind in the 88, and following Pages: And I findin,
it very exact, and that the Dr. had perufed the bef
Authors, Cato, Cicero, Varro, Columella, and. Pliny,
who have fpoke the moft of that Modius, it appear-
ed to be one of the perfeéteft Sections the Doétor
had difcourfed of in the whole Book : But I have-

ing
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ing made a Miftake in this very Page 1 am now
riting, and was forced toydath out three or four
Lines together; I thought I would give this Sub-
ject a fecond Reading, and by fo doing, I difco-
vered it was not al r fo phinly ex
but that a vulgar might' in fome Places be
pofed with it; and re began to examine it
more nicely, and thought that fomething might
be added to it, for its better lication: But
how to do this, I was for fome Time at a
and knew not what Method I fhould take for it;
at laft I bethought my felf, that none could be
better than what I had obferved almoft thirty feven
Years ago, when I read under my Tutor the two
firft Books of Euckid, which was then only tnl?ht
us, to fhew how to put our Arguments into Syl-
logifms, in conformity to that accurate Mathe-
matitian, who begins with Definitions and Poftu-
lations. I think it Neceflary in this Place, to ac-
quaint the vulgar Reader, who it may be will be
more defirous to underftand what is meant by the
Modsus here fpoken of, and be informed what is
underftood by the Meafures here mentioned : And
therefore I think it fitteft to begin with the Word
Pound, which is ftill capable of being better un-
derftood, if we cither know any Meafures, cither
above or below it. To make therefore the Matter
as fhort as I can, I muft inform thofe that are igs
. %orant of tll:’ that w;{ }fxgvc twi_o Sorts of Pounds 1n
mgland, the one confifting of greater Ounces, but
fewer of them, which w?:gcall the 7roy Pound, and
when put in the Ballance, not fo heavy as the o-
ther; .which has indeed more Ounces, to wit 16,
whereas the other has but 12; but then thefe 12
are equiponderate to about 14 Qunces of the Aver-
dupeis, which has 16 Ounces. And which is more
. won-
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wonderful, the lefler Ounces are faid to contam
more Dracbhms : 'The t Ounce, as in other
Countries, contain but 8 Drachms, and the leffer
Ounce to contain, as I think, 16;. but then thefe
36. are but half as big as the greiter -Dvucbms
contained in the Zroy Ounce. How this comes to

Eﬁ, -¥ cannot imagine butlﬁlfpgokit_lmsbeen
ng fo, .and yet the late A& of Parliament, for
regulating the Price of Bread, takes no Notice of
this Di : And therefore at the firft publifh-
ing that A&, I could not, after a great deal of
Pains, make any Thing of it; forI found the Name
of Drams often exceeding the Number of Eight,
even towards 1. And was forced to fend to Len-
das for the Explication of it, avhich one would
ed, m(f an A& for Vulgar Ufe, - that
Men of the meaneft Capacities might have under-
ftood and apprehended it at the firft Reading.
. BuT from the Ounces, I now return to the
Pounds, which in Part are fpokeny of in the ¥§
Page of the Doétor’s Book, even to a Nicety, that
1 cannot well underftand; and thofe that will be
fo curious as to fearch for it, may find it difcours
fed of in the Prefent State of nglmdd,n&;lg. 1,
which moft Perfons have, that are of Condition m
the World, or may borrow it vcr{'aeiﬁly if they
want it. Now it {o happens, that what i3 an Awer-
dupois Ounce in Englandy: proves to be the fame that is
a Roman Ounce in ftaly; and that three Parts of
our commen Pound, for Fruit and Spice, s the
fame with the Roman Pound. of 1z Ounces. So
that Writing now of Roman Affairs, we ouglit to
fpeak chiefly of their. Meafures, and net mix thefe
promifcuoufly, or fpeak fcantily of both, without
giving warning thereof when ever we do fo: For
all that I now write, was. occafioned. by my diff
, covering
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covering that the Weight I had formerly giveny in
my M?ﬁd,. only to the Modius, did- not Zggr‘ee with
the fame Weights defcribed or given to our Bu-
‘thel in England : 1 confefs this was my Errour or
Over-fight, for the Dottor has plainly faid he rec-
kons by 7roy Ounces; but I to underftand the
betteir what a Peck of Oats was worth, computed
it by the Roman Pound and Ounce, but here it is
done to my Hand l:iy the Z7oy Ounce; but I that
am mierely un-skill’d in Arithmetick, cannot reduce
one of thefe Accounts into the other, but muft
revert back to the Roman Pounds and Ounces to
do it by. :
HavinNg thus defcribed what I mecan by a Re-
man Pound, viz. 12 Ounces; or three Parts of an
ordinary Averdupois Pound, Emglifb, 1 procced to
lain what is meant by a Modiusy with the re-
fpet it bears to Meafures of greater Ca acig. We
learn from Pal. Melianus; in the very laft Lines of
his T'reatife, writ for the Information of the Ro-
wian Confor, Thmg and Names, then being be-
come fo obfcure, that even the Chief Magiftrate of -
Rome, did fearcely underftand them. And tho’ I’
underftand the Words and Defign of ‘the wholey
yet the Difttibution of Eftates or Things to be
devided, are fo nice and intricate, that if I feem’d
to comprehend them one Month, yet they become |
hard to me, and almoft quite forgotten by the
-nexty but the lat Words, to which I refer, are
fo plain and eafie, that they are hardly to be e-
;]huallcd for Clearnefs and Perfpicuity, in any Au-
oArl ;vfhatfocvcr,~ his Words are thelfe:
urarum liquoris atque grani expeditior {3 forma
G appellatio eft 5 Nam Quadrantal, quod nunc plerique
Amphoram vosamt, babet urnas duas, modios ires
femodios /féx, congios oo, feXtarios quadraginia oo,
L Hemi-

»
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“Zeminas, Quartarios Cewtum nonaginta duos, Cyathos
rzesngevtos [eptuagimta fex : The concluding two Lines
sontain the Nole Menfasarum ; but we want Tipes.
to exprefs them by, but- may be found at the Igs
of Gromevius Dé Pecunia Vetere, 4to Edition, Page -
oo. The firft Thing I fhall obferve from. thé
re-going Words of Melianus, is that the Modsus.
was the 3d Part of the Quadrantal or Amphora,
which is agreed on all Hands to contain 80 Roman
Pounds; and therefore tho’ it was a Dry Meafure,
yet a Veflel inade equal to it to hold Water, muft
contain 26 Pounds and ¢ight Ounces; and what-
ever a Veflel fo fitted with Corn, fell thort of that
‘Weeight, fo much was a like Quantity of Water
heavier than the Grain weighed againft it,
THERE is another greater Veflel or Meafure,
to which the Modius may be compared, and that
is the Medimus, which contained fex medsiy as Cor-
nelius Nepos informs us, in the 2d Seition of the
Life of Pomp. Asticus: Speaking of whom he fays,
Nam Univerfos frumento donavit, ita ut fingylis [ex
modis tritici darentur, ngui . modius menfare IIZ’dim'm
appellatur. - But 1 find that the Meafure of the
Medimus is not fo afcertain’d; as to give any great
Light to this Matter, becaufe the Medimus 1s ra-
ted at fewer Cotyle, than double the Number of
Nomine, by the Bithop of Bath and Wells, p. 66.
which, if I be not miftaken, are reckoned at the
fame Weight and Value: Therefore I return back
to the Meafure that falls fhort of the Contents.of
the Roman Pound, and thefe are the Congios Octo,
which are made equal to the Amphors, and. the 48
Sextories equal alfo to the fame dmphora; for 48
multi lied%,y_z.o Ounces, give exattly 8o Pound,
which proves that 12 Ounces were exaétly equal
to the Roman Pound. o .

.o | ) So
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So thatxfwedmd:iheMOmcm; given
mbythel)o&or,byu,t ive us the
Romss Pounds, by which all five Mods
,of Corn are cthlmted the Do&or.

- I now retumn to the Doétor’s Tables, which at
the firft reading I was fo mach takmw:th, which.

_are in the Forms folluwmg
Page 83. Modins Gallgan - - 240
. Sardum - - 246
Alexandrian -- 250 > Roman Ounces.
Beetian - - 1§z
Afnun - - 1261

Pag. 89 In Ezgh/b Meafure and: Weaght thus.
Peck of Wheat. ~ Ounces Troy. Pounds Ounces,

Gallican - - - - - zIS--sw---- 18 - -~ 2 &
Sardum - - - - - 223--979 - ---18 - -- 8

Alexandrian - - « 227--621 - - - - 18 - - 11 %
Batiam - - - - - 229--44f =~ ~ -« ¥g - - = FF

African - - - « - 237--637 - ---19 --- 9%

CoNcerNING thefe two Tables, I was at
firfk View fnrpnzed with them for their Exaéinefs,
but afterwards upo Pliny himfelf, the firft
?fle;hm feems morcl:‘ dxﬁd‘ctTtl::‘n‘b amf, t1;4:11' to a

nner it gave him o ucmg' |
Ounces back gu:to Pounds.

Ture 2d Table {cems alcogether ufelefs, whctl \
Bread was no longer to be:weighed by Troy wcxght, |
but by Averdupois here in England.

I will now the Account found in Pliny
his own Wo 18. ¢ap. 7. where having fpo- .
l';:nbefore of fcvcml Sorts of Wheat he goes o

s 3

Nun ex bis geumhc: que Romam invehwmwr koi

ﬁamm
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fontum ff Gallicum: atque Clierfont{o ‘advecium, puippe
70m exceduns in modium vicenas. libras fi quis ipfum gra-
wems ponderat 5 adjicit Sardum fehibras, Alexandrinumn
&F Trientes, hoc 3 ficuli pondis, Bzoticum fotam k-
bram addit, Africum 9 dodrantes. In Tranfpadana
Xtalia (o vicewas quinds Bbras farris modios pondere,
circa Cluttum €9 fenas. -t

JIn ENcrLiIsH thus. .
, Pds. ‘Oun,

OF the feveral forts of Coffi | -
brought to Rome, the Fremch
5 or Gallican, and that of they :
Gallica® 9 Cherfonsfus (of Callipolis) 02> ©
you weigh the Grain of'a M-
dius it will not exceed 20 /5.

, - The Sardinian adds to thé
Sardinian former Weight half a d(lii.-— } 20 6
. The Alexandrian a to? ;

.zﬂe.'wa.ndm;'s {thc’ forther Weight a Zrient %zo 9
P The Weight of the Sici- a
Sicilian kian W heat the fame %zo 9
Beotian g " '_I‘he Beotian addsa whole¢,,
African gr:th::_ ?f ‘Jf' s, adds a de= 2t 9

- Near the Poe in Baly; ay, 6

Modius weighs 25 lb. = § ) :

Near Cinfium 26 lp. w26 ©

Arrer this Pliny gots on, Lex cérta nature
#t i quocungue gemere pami militars tertia portio adgra-
i pondus accedat 3 ficut optimam effe quod in fubalte
congium aque capiat. Quibnfdam generibas per [e pons
duss ficwt Balearico modio tritici panis pondo XXX
red%’t. Qnibufdam in h”mi.; miffis, wt Cyprio @1 As

: Ry
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lcxandl}_ino, XX prope Libras mom excedentibus g (/)y-
priume fufcum eft panemque nigrum facit, itaque mifce-
tur Alexandrinum candidum redduntque’ Xakz’\‘/e ponde.
Thebaicum libras adjicit. : '

BEecausk there is a Paffage in this laft Quota
tion which I do not well and, and to fthew
how diligent an Author Pliny was in almoft every
‘Thing he gives an Account of in his thirty feven
Books of Natural Hiffory; and to acquaint the La-
dies where they may divert themfelves almoft upon
any Subje& I will give a Tranflation out of Dr.
Phbilemon Holland of the Words fore-going.

“ Be the Corn whatfoever it will, this is the

- . Ordinary Proportion by the Rule of Nature,

¢ that ‘being made into "down-right Houthold-
« Bread for %oldicrs, and to ferve in the Camp, it
¢ ought to weigh as much as it did in Corn, and |
“ one 3d Part over andabove. This alfo isaRule
¢ that the beft Wheat is that, which to. every
« Modius will take, and drink up, a Gallon of Wa- |
¢ ter, e’er it be made Dough; And yet fome kinds
¢ of Wheat there be, that will yield the full Weight
¢ aforefaid in Bread, and never count the Water go- |
¢ ing thereto; and namely, that which cometh out
& of the Balear Iflands ; for a Modius of that Wheat |
€ yicldeth in Bread 30 Pound Weight; yet other-
¢ whiles it falleth out in fome kinds of Wheat, |
¢« (being blended two Sorts together, as namely that |
 of Cyprus and Alexandria; whereof neither exceed
¢ little or nothing more than: 20 Pound Weight |
% to the Modius) that the Bread made thereof will
€ arife to the ordinary Proportion ; for the Cypries -
% Wheat is not bright, but brown and duskifh,
¥ and therefore maketh a black kind of B mn
: . «

ch‘

‘-

4 ‘

J
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¢ which the Alexandrian W heat which is fair and”

“ white, is mixed with it, and fe both together
% do yield in Bread 25 Pound Wieight, the W heat
::;f;ui;bebe: addeth a Surplufage thereto. of one

I fuppofe Pliny here tranfcribed out of fome for-
mer Author, for I cannot well underftand him, or
the Tranflator; for when two Sorts of Corn of
20 Pounds the Modius being mingled together, what
wonder is there that it thould yield 25 Pound in
Bread, when about ten Pound of Water had been
added to it: For he had faid before, that a 3d Part
of the Weight of Corn; when baked, was to be
cxpeCted more than it was before the Water was
added to it; for that would make fomewhat bet-
ter than 26 Pound in all, when put together.

Pﬁ' 1215 FOR the better Underftanding what
the Doctor fays in this Page, concerning the Price
of Corn, there ought to be confidered, both the
Time and the Courfe of this giving or felling:
I remembeér that I once noted fome defe& in Livy,
or Pliny, in making that a dear Year which was a.
cheap, or a cheap whith was a dear; but.it is im-
poflible for me now to call it to Mind again, nor
céan I, I feary difcover in what order the Do-
&or’s Quotation fhould be placed; but confulting
fome Notes I had formerly taken out of Mr. Hard-
win's Edition of Pliny, that Manius Martius is {po-
ken of by him beforeany other, who gave or fold a -
Modius of Corn for. three Affes 3 and Phigius is
uoted for faying this was A~ Ur. 298, in which
Year 1 find Livy, kib. 3. cap. 31. that annond proprer
quarum insemperiem laboratum eff : And in the fol-
l°¥£V.(ing.Y~'.:ar he fays, ab Equis preda porta ingens;

P 3 Eam
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Eam er inopiam erarii Confules vendiderunt. ~ In-
'vidiep;:r!;te» r":'?ad exercitum fuit; by which, as 1
now find, Pliny reckons Corn cheap, when Liy
feems to fpeak it dear.. I can no way affent to the
Value the Doétor puts upon the Affes,. *ull it be
fettled better than it is, what the Vdlue of Brafs
was at Rome at that Time, which has been the
Enquiry of the fore-going Letters. \ -

Bid. % Minutius Augurings, the eleventh Tribune
“ of the People, brought the Price of Meal, in
“: ;hrec Markets, to an 4§ for every Roman Mo-

ius. -

MR. Hardwin's Notes places this under the Year
317, Ao-Urb. buteas I have noted the Year in my
own Livy, it falls in with the Year before, when
Sp. Melius endeavoured to gain the People over to
fome ill-defign of his, to overthrow the Common-
wealth, by Eiving Corn to the Common People.
* L. Minutius, by publick Allowance, did the liketo

difcover Melius’s Intentions, and thofe being found
out, he was accufed before the Diétator, and re-
fufing to come,; and calling out for help to his
- Party, the Mafter of the Horfe fent to fetch him,
flew him: And his Goods being feized as a Rebel,
Minutius difpofed of them to the People. Part of

the Story being thus concluded, Livy, /ib. 4. ¢.16.

Lucius Minutius Bove aurazo extra portam trigeminam
eft donatus nec plebe quidem invita, quia frumentum Me-
lianum affibus in modios eftimatum. And tho® Pliny
ftiles L. Mimstius the 11th Tribune, yet Livy long
before him argues thus againft it, Hnc Minutium
apud quofdem Authores tranfiffe a patribas ad plbems
undecimumgue tribunam plebis Cooptatum ; [editionetn
- motam ex Meliana cede fedaffé invenio. Caeterwm vit
credibile cft namerm tribunorum patres augeri p‘g’-‘ 3

. R fﬂ‘

A}
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sdguc. potifimum exemplum a Patrisio bomine introduc-
Iumpy. mec desnde id plebews -conceffum femel obtinuife
aut certe tentaffe; [ed ante omnia fefellst falfum imagi-
nis titulum, pasucis ante annis lege cautum, ne tribunis
Collegas coopsane liceres. .

T r1s laft Paragraph is added by me, not any
way in Relatioa to the Doftor, but to thew that
many Faltheods have paffed current at Rome, whilft
it w3s in it’s Splendour ;. amongft which I reckon
this Opinion, that Brafs was reckon’d as 840 to
Silver, aad that the Romus Denarii wese. never
heavier than ¥ in an Ounce of Silver

Page 121, “ Clodius, when Tribune,. made a
¢¢ Law, that Corn thould be given to the People
¢ gratis, which was before Sold, the Modius for
C< fomsis. axis ac rriemsibus, at which Rate the Quar-
€ ter comes to 165 34 24. c. Plinius.

F e r lack of the Place where Pliny relates this,
I kaow net where to feek it: Nor can I con-
cewe how- the Do&ter fhould raife .the Price of a

to fo high a Rate, when a little before,
in the Cale of Martius and Minutius, a Modius fold
at ong A4S, the Quarter thould but amount to a-
beut 25. when it was but fold for lefs than an 45,
only ¢ Pastscof 12, it fhould rife to 165. 34. 24.
but t may fay with the Poct, Bowus aliquando Dor-
mitat Homerus.

Cicero introduces Perres bragging, that Wheat
was at twa- Sefferces- the Modius, which .makes the

p 10. 24 T 3% ¢. and. this. makes the laft
Thing I obferved, altogether irreconcilable with
Truth,, except four A4fes thould prove fomething’
lefs.than 9-Parts of one 4§. _ :

Wi u Az I have hitherto writ, has been in greac
Pain. of the Gout, and now on February 1oth, it

oo P3 .
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is both in my Feet and Knees, and is got into my
lefy Hand, and muft be expeéted by me very fhort-
ly in the Right alfo. _

Pag. 124. Tue Opimian Wine is here fpoken of,
and the Price affigned, but the Placein P4y is not
cited where, and may be found in my firft Letter,
to be in the 14th Book, and Ch. 4th of Pliny. 1
have not Ability to tranfcribe the whole Para-

raph, nor may aflent that it wasa Cyathus, but an
unce that Pliny fpeaks ofj and if the Doétor
means that, ¥ we reekon by- the Cyathss, yet can
I not agree to his Price neither; for two Nummi,
or two H. §. are rated 'by me at 44. and not a
3d. 3 + 4. Neither can I allow his Emendation
out of Budeus in the Margent, Singulas uncias binis
- (ita Budweus legit) :onﬁitmye nobili exemplo Docusmus ;
for in the oth Page of the fame Letter, I have
quoted thefe Words of Budeus, Singule uncie fin-
gulis H. S.. confbiterunt 3 neither yet does the Cyathus
contain 2 Qunces, - but the 6th Part of 10 Ounces
only. This Obfervation has reminded me of an
Errour of my own, reckoning both the Hemina,
and the Cotyla, at 12 Ounces a Piece; but I will
now Corret it, before it'go to the Prefs, for fuch
is the infelicity of my Memory, who can fcarce
remember any Thing, that is not in my ‘Sight and
before my Eyes.

Pag.127. © THerE are likewife recorded Times
¢ of “prodigious Plenty, Which catnot be dawn
¢ into any Rule, as that fpecified by Pkny, when
¢ ten Pounds of Qil were fold for'an 45; and
& likewife at the Triumph of Metellus, when near
¢ an Englifb Gallon of %Vinc, 30 Roman Pounds
& of Figs, 12 Pounds of Fleth, and a Peck of
AR - s , % Meal
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“ Meal were fold each at an 48 3 % ¢q. Phwy,
“ lib. 15 .cap. ?) :

I am forced by my ill-ftate of Health to pafs by
many Things unexamined, and efpecially when the
d/fes were Pound Affes; but now the Doétor de-
[cending to later Times, when we both may bet-
ter be affured of the Value of the 45, poffibly
we may come to fomewhat a nearer Agreement s
I have examined the Place in Pliny quoted for 12
Pound of Oil being fold for an A4S, but I can
find no fuch Thing in that Book and Chapter:
And what follows is not quoted by our Author at
all,. l;lut may bbc met :131 in th(;ulsSth Book and

Chapter, but in what Year this happened, is
lslgt notgd by the Doctor; and I think I)it mutt be"
Pliny, lib. 8. ¢. 6. where he tells us it was in Ao.
Urb. goz; but ftill how to value the Things men-
tioned, depend ui)on the Weight the Affes then
bore. We are told by Pliny, that the 4ffes in the
1t Punick War, when thofe Elephants were taken,
were reduced to Affes Sextarii, or two Ounce
Affes; fo that they were but the fixth of what
they were before. But the Doftor is carried
away with Budeus's falfe Opinion, to make no
difference between an A4S at one Time, and an
A S at anothery but if -my Hypothefis take Place,
and we fuppofe the Denarsi to have altered as the
Affes did, tﬁcn an A48 Ao Urb. o2y amounts not
to fo much as four half Ounce 4fes afterwards;
which fhortly after Anfwers to a A. §. only, or
2d. Englifp, and renders the Prices very Cheap,
but not fo incredible as otherwife they would ap-

; and differ not much from what is reported
E;aIPolybias, and other Authors afterwards. :

Pag. 127. To return to the Prige of Cattle ; “Asto”
:‘g 7 P4 © & Horfes
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_ % Horfes. Livy tells us, that there were 10000 A4
¢ fes given out of the Publick Mongy.to the Egui-
 tes' to buy Horfes, and, that the Widows were
¢ obli%ed- % contribute towards their Kecping,
¢ the Sum of 2000 4ffes. I, as.is commoaly fup-
« pofed, there were two Horfes, the Priceof them
¢ was 32/. gs. 10d. or per Horle, 161 25. i1d.

' 128 ¢ and their Feeding' came yeatly to
Pag.i " %61 95 2d. which is per Ho
“ 31 4s. 7d. .

I did not intend to have any Argument with the
lio&o: ug:n this ll:romt <,i but fince there m
that may be thought todepend upon it, I fhall o
erve, tlZat this Il’?iﬁge isnot mcr?n?omd\ ¥ think by
any other Author; and that the Matterof Fa& feems
to agree well enough with- Lizy’s own Time; but
not ar all with the Age in which Servius Tullius
ordainéd the €enfus, ner with the Price of Sheep
and Oxen, appointed by a Law fome Years after.
1 hatben forward, leaft. I-fhould. fuddenly be farpri-
zed, that I could not write at aJl; and'yet I mufb
add what indeed 1 had forgotten when T writ this,
that I have fufficiently treated hereof in the gth
Page of the fore-going. L= T B R to Dr. Bateman;
where I have thewn that 10000 Affes multiplied by
8:d. gave 8coood. whichdivided by 2404. an Eng-
lith Pound, arifes to 33/ 65. 84. o

Page 149. “ THe Outfide of Cicero’s Houfe was
§ valued at wicies Seffercia 16145} 16s. 8d. his
¢ Couatry-Houfe at Fiyfeulum was fold for 725 H.S.

$ 5852/ 175. 31d. both at under Rates.

THe Rates put rogetherin allamc;tmt to 22708 /.
Plutarch Gr. pag. 88§. and in the gth Vol, Eng. p-

.
L3

361
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361 fays, that Fevessis had keft himan empey Houfe,
and-involved him inmany and great Debts,” and be-
fidos: opelriy mare wvesedns indebted many Milhions
fo. far was Giceroy as the Doctor: thinks him, from:
being: tich and wealthy. AR

Pag. 115.. % Pliny mentions the Purchafe of a
€. Vineyardin the Momensan Land, - which at 2 cheap
¢ Rate came to 80000 K. S. 4843 L 155 Pliny,
® kb 14. cap. 4- o ' _

Becausk the Place was mention’d, and fo is
eafics to find, ¥ fent my Fedee that fetches and car-:
rics my. Books- down and up, for F am rally
pedibus Captus, for it, and confulted the Place, but.
found nothing, that I thought, fit to fupport the
Po&ors Difoovery ;- but: fpeaking of Improyement
made b{mthe Eabour ©f Sthenelus, weho was-ﬁu’g:- .
ted by his Neighbours to have dealt with the Pe-
vil, he thus goes on. .

Sed maxims ejufdem Stheneli opera Rhemmio Pa-
lemoni, alias grammatica arte celebriyin hifce XX ans
ngs. mercato Rus D. C. nummum in-codem Nomentano,
decimi lapidis ab. arbe. diverticulo. Efp autem: ufquequa~
que. nota. vilitas. mercis per ommia [Bburbanay ibs tamen

\"maximay quoniam. §3 neglelta. par indiligentiam predia
peravevaty ac we . pelfimis- quidem- elegantioris_ foli.
Hee agreffus excolere: nom viftite animiy fed- varstate
primoy, Gua nota miré in illo fuity pafiinatis de integro
uineis eura Stheneli dum. agritolam- imitatur, ad- vix
credibile miraculum perduxit infra oftavum  annuym
CCCC nammum- empiori addita pendente vindemia,
concurrisque nom wemo-ad- [pectandas uvarum in. iis vi-
meis firues, literis ejus altioribus contra id: pigra vicinita-
te fibi patracinawse : 'Noviffime Anneo Seneca principe
tum eruditionis ac potesiin. que pofiremo nimia. fuit- fu-

' per
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per ipfum minime wtique miyatore snanium tanto predii
ejus amore capto ui-non puderet invifo alias &5 offemtu-
70, tvadere Palmam eam emptis quadruplicata ineis
illis intra decimum fere cure annum; digna opera que
in cecubis [etinifque agris proficeret : quando (I poftea [e-
penumero [eptenos culeos fingula jugera boc eft amphoras
centenas quadragenas mufli dedeve.  Ac nequis vitam
in boc.antiquisatem arbitraretur idem Cato demos culeos

 redire ex jugeribus [eripfit efficacibus exemplis nom maria
plus temerata conferre mercatori non in rubram Litus In-
dicumve_merces petitas, quam [edulum ruris larem vim |
antiquilfima claritas Mayoneo in Thracix maritims
parte. genito ut Autbor ¢ff Homerus. Neque enim fa-
bulofay, &c.

- ALL this whole Paragraph I have caufed to be
tranfcribed, 1ft, tothew that shis is no fufficient Ar-
ument of the Cheapnefs of Land in /zaly. 2dly, To-
thew what great Encouragement is given to Mens
taking Pains, and the great Profit that may arife
there-from.. . - e

Pag. 15y. % Budeus reckons it was a Cemturias

“ the Centuria confifted at firft of 100 Fugera;
. S afterwards by a Continuation of the fame
“ Word, and Impropriety of Speech, it came to
¢ be reckoned 200 Fugera, tho’ according to Cate
 a Centuria of-a Vineyard confifted of 100 Fugera.
“ at this Rate a Fugerum of this Vineyard came to
€ 48/ 8s. 9d. and an Englith Acre to 777. 10s.

I fee no Reafon why Budeus thould think it a

. Centuria, or if it had been fo, I fee as little Caufe
‘why it was not reckon’d at the Time Rbem. Pale-
mon bought it at 200 rather than 100 Fugera; for
the Sum, if divided by an 100, fcems to 'me to a-
rife
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ri¢ so higher, th#h 10/, and if 200, but ¢/ "an

Acres fo that I think one Way or other there muft’
" befome Miftake in.this Matter ; befide Palemon is

~ faid to have bought:Rus, a Country, or Farm, and

not 2 Vineyard, ’till he converted it to that Ufe;
this I thmi will appear more hkcly by What next
follows. - .

)]

|« o Copfe Land, 16 5. 144, in Zaly, at thisRate

“ tthentofanAJcm(En hjb)comato 1l gs. 10d.

~ “Land was reckoned. cammonly at2g Year's pur-

. % chafe, for the. Liands of the Government were*
“ o lett, -according’ to the Rate of 4 per

- Comt.. (d) olumelh tlzb 3. prata pafcus &5 filve

. © fi-Cemtenos H. S., gula 7ngem eﬁmu: optime Do~

v Y mino confulere m

WuicH in Epgleh is thxs, Madow:, Paﬂxm :

wnd Wovds feem very well to anfwer their Owner’s

+ Expectation, if®very (Roman) Acre yield bim an bun-
| dred BE.S. thatis 168. 8d. -of our Money; and there-

fore this feems. rather the . bigheft than mddk rate of
ﬁwb Lands

(e) « Hygm de Izmmbu: ve&{gal ad rationem
“ ufure triemtes. -

THrs Quotation feems to relate to Lands a”

broad -and out of sy, thatthey were fo Lett, that>

the Tenant paid no greater Rent . for them, than

if he had put out his Money at 4 per Cent. This,

Ithmk is the Senﬁ: of this Placa. A
¢

Pag 156 & Tnnnn is- another‘l’aﬂ'agc in Co~’
“ lumella, which :makes, the common, or middle.
¢ yearly Remt of 2 Fugerum of Pafture, Meadow,"
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~¢ A Purchafe of. 700,000 nsmBi paid zooosw:
¢ mi a Year; at this Rate, according to: the fore-
¢ mentioned Rent, the Purchale of an Esgiif
¢ Acreof fuch Land was worth 33/ y:, 104d.(f)
< leylxb 7. Ep'larsum.

T can find nothmg in that 7th Book of Pi
ny’s Epiftles that feems to look this Way, except
the Xlith and XIVth, but neithér -of theoe 2p-
psar to me to come home to thcAuthpx’sl’ur

pofe. The Contention arifing about his
rthPart of an Eftate to aLady, when thofé
icans that were to have the 20th Part Sale
of Lands, vajued them higher thax Plisy had fold
them for; but how canitbe gatheved from shis, at |
. whatNumberof Years Lands were thmhld:at;.
is a Place in'Gromovius, Book 4. cap. .. p-290. con-
cerning thefe Epiftles oEP lm'e m&, wdlde |
ferving to be vxcwed by all tovhnfacver,
which fhews Gronevius to have been a very grea
- Mafler in, Arithsetick and Computations

 Er usplmnenoughthuxffooooa iclded but
the Rent of 20000 wuwmmi a Year, it e bought
at 24 Years; purchafe, for the lefler Sum is. comu-
ed in the greater twenty, five Times. = .

Pag. 156. < Ti ally mentians in his Eplfﬂes to 4-
« sicus, a very cheap Purchafe, as.am Daftance of
« the Badnefs of the Times, it comes ptr Acss only
“torl 9s. 84,

- HR RE are feveml Tﬁ iy, this Rap-
graph to make it plain ; wheth cr ¢: harofpeaks
of a. Reman Acre, and.if thas be: ﬁlppoﬁdas thean-
nual Rent, it does not prove it’s Cheapnefs, but
Dearnefs, and if it was. the Purchafe Money, and

is tode dwxdcd by 2y, it would come to about 141
an
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annual Rent; but whar is worft of all, we muit
look over sl the Epiftles before we are {ure to find
it; and when it may ftill be difputed whe-

ther the Doctor has given usthe true Meaning of it.

Didem. < T u e Price of Land was confiderably.
“ encreafed, by the great Treafure that was brought
. to Rome in Augufins’s Reign. = = '

T m1s is moft certainly true; But the very next
. Inftance following of the vaft Pricé Ful. Crfay
- gave for the Foram mightbe objeGted as a Proof a-
. gaingit,fbrit coft I, §. Millies which are 833333 1.
6s. 8d. : ‘ '

I cafnally tnet with thefe Words Page 160.
% Malobatbrum had rifen from one Denatiss’ to
. “ 300, thatis to 8/ 13s. 94d. the Oil of it onl
“60 Denarii 11. 185. 9d. . '
i Many Things feemed to me very furprizing in this
 Paffage, ’till Ilook’d for the fame in the Place quoted
in Dr. Holland’s T ranflation,where I find thefe W ords;
It is firange and monfiruous which is obferved in the
Price, for it bas rifen from oms Denier 2o 300 a
Pound whereas the Oil st [elf does omb. I had nox
known what Weight Pliny had fpeaking of;
whether Pounds, Ounces, or Drams 3 but that in the
Latin it is plain, as the Doctor has quoted it; but
the Quotation differs from Dalecampius’s Edition,
for the Dr. here more truly reads, oleam eutem ips
fum in libras X. LX. which I was at firft ready to
think the X after Jibras had fignified ren Pounds)
but the Sum that followed would by no Means
to it. - :
I~ this Place the Dottor’s Quotation fhewed,
that Pliny fpoke of Pounds, and the Doéter fup;};
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fed hehad fufficiently provided againft it, having giv-
en Notice in the T)i,t e of this ix Chapter- ;nll)gutg}or
the avoiding Miftakes; the Word lgound might
have been added to évery Particular Drug,the vaft
Rifeof the Plant it {elf from 1 Drachma to 300 or 10/
Englifh, is, as Pliny Remarks, monftruous 5 but that
any Pound of Oil fhould be cheaper by the Pound,
than the Herb out of which it was drawn, or fub-
ftralted from, and at the fame Time, for there is
no Difference of Time mentioned, is altogether im-
f)oﬂiblc, and therefore this might have deferved the
o&or’s Explication, or at leaft Obfervation. In
this Place the Price of the Oil, as I reckon, fhould
be 2/. exaftly; from whence likewife it may be
noted, that my Valuations run naturally into Pounds,
Marks, and Nobles, and the Door’s are very fel-

"dom found to do fo.

>

Pag. 161. “ Opobalfamum 300 Denarii, the Sexta-
 yius per Englith Pint 87. 25. 1% 4. 15 the Price
¢ as fold by the Publick; but as it was adultera-
 ted, it brought the Owner per Pint 2717. 05. 44.1..

T u e Doétor cites for the 1ft Part, -Pliny kib.f- .
¢. 2¢. where there is not one Word to this Purpofe
to be found, and for the latter Part, Pliny kb. 12.
¢ap. 25. both are mentioned. I know not certain-
ly that'a Sextarius and Englith Pint are equal ; but
if they be, I thould render the Price of one 107
I muft alfo note that Delacampius reads the Words
thus, Quippe millibus Denarium [extarii emptiy ven-
dm{o fifco trecemis Denariis veniunt 3 in tantum ex*
pedit augere liguorems and if millibus be right, the
Sum anifeth to 337 65. 84. -

Doidem. % Tux’ Oil of an Indien Grain, and

“ ufed
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« ufed for Saunce per Pint gs. 64. and Quint. Cur-
“ tiiy lib. §. CCXL Denarii Amphora. '

T HE Doftoris here tod Hard for mie, becaufe I
do not underftand what Proportion there is between
that and a RomanPound ; fk:n' I think according to
the Quotation, this Pint would be of equal Price
to eight Roman Pounds and better, but how to re-
concile our Notions in this Cale I know not.

- Pag. 162. ch. x. I muft in Hafte, ‘and for lack
of Health and Time, pafs by the Chap. of the Prices
of Slaves, . and the next of Pityres, with few or
no Obfervations.

Pag. 163. ¢ The Price of Slaves was regulated
¢ afterwards by Fuflinian at much lower Rates,
¢¢ the loweft at 10 Solids, and the higheft at 8o,
¢ the Solids were the Aurei of that Time, and roo
€ Solids made Dena or 10 Seffertia.

. Twuo Ihave not Time to confider this Paf~
fage with Care, yet it feems to me at firft view to
compute Sums by S(e'ﬁ:zﬁx when they were quite
out of Ufe; and [ not examine whether his
Sam be right or no ; but this I am pretty fure of,
that 10 So/idi were then reckoned as of equal worth
with g/ 125 of our Money; and confequently
100 ten Timesasmuch, viz. §6/. only. It follows
alfo, that if y Solidi makes 765. the sth Part, or
one Solid, will be 1. 34. 4. or there abouts, rec-
koning Gold to Silver at 1 to 14 $; but of this,
for lack of the Knowledge of Fractions, I cannot
be certain 3 But upon reviewing what the Dr.
fays, that 10 Seffertia made 8o/ 14s. 74. 1 difco-
vered that he reckon’d by . §. 100 of which made

. L 4 Aurei
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4 Awrs Romani, ‘hishtlggdé H. §. was by.iné caft
into 2500 Dewaréiy Which give according tomy ree-
koning, 30 Denarii to a Pound En§hfh, the whole
Sun amiounted 10 837 &5 84. {oMething Hore
then the Dotor’s, becauf¢ he reckers by 7 1 4. to
the Denarins; and I give each 84.

. Pag. 168. « Pliny fuith, that his Uncle told him
« he could have fold his Commentaries, beirg 160
¢« in Number, to Largius Licinus, for 400000 num-
"¢ mi, 32290). 35. 4d. He tells you'in the fameE-
« piltle, ﬁat they were wrote on both Sides, and
% 1n a {mall Hand (s) Piiny, Ep. ad Marcum.

Here the Dofor quotes Piiny’s Epiftles at
fave that he fays the Epiftle was writ to Mar-

cum; but where thall we find this Marcus, for i '
the Jndex, or Nemenclator of thofe Pliny writ Epi-
ftles to, there is no fuch Name as Marcas occursy
but with fome Difficulty and Labour I found the
Paffage in %&. 3. Ep. §. written to Macro and not
Marco: If the Do&or had read.this Epiftle; it
_is like he would have found the Difference een
the Senior Plsy and the Junior his Nephew, be-
cauft this refers to Manufcrjpts never publithed by
their Authors; I will give the Price according to
tny reckoning, which always exceeds that of the
Dottor’s, and is 3333/ 6s. 84. .

. Pag. 169. ® THisisa Sum than 4n-
* & forle paid tor a few Books of Lucippus the Phi-
<« lofoper, vig. 3 Attick Talewtsq whicpl{gelliuxﬁith
@ 2000 wummi of Roman Money 3 both ways
¢ of reckoning, according to the Tables bring it
“ to f814 gs5. which is a Proof of the right 2-
“ palogy and corre&nefs of thie Tables. I bad

.
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I had not here taken Notice of this Paffage, but
. that the Doétor alledges it as 2 Proof of his Tables;
. but as_they came to one and the fame, according
* to his Value of a ‘Denariss, {o that came to ‘the
Sum according to ming; he ratesboth at §811/ ¢s.
| and I at 600/ 6. 84. : '
. Pag. 169. * Diogenes Laertius in the Life of Pls-
- “ 1 fays, that a few Books-of Philolans were pure
. “chafed for 100 Mine, which Gellius interprets
~ “ 10000 Denaréiy both Ways of Reckoning bring
"“itto 3227 185 4d. .. . ‘

So do they both.come to the fame Money by
my Reckoning, viz. 333/ 65. 84. but then it 1s
tobe took Notice of that the Ahenians were brought
'Im‘:der the Roman Yoke before Aulus’ Gellius his
. Time.

¢ Ibidem. “ T u e Prices of Magical Books men-
. “ tioned to be burnt in the ACTS of the APO-
“ STLES, is § Myriads of Pieces of Silver, or
“ Drachms, that is 1614/. 115. 84.

. -Brcause -this relates to the BIBLE I will
give the true Sum, 1666 /. 13s. 44.

“ Tue Cuftomary " Salary which Princes gavé
: to their Phyficians was 250 Sefferzia, 20181/ 45.

74. :

Bur I reckon them to20837 65 84. bein
unwilling that the Salaries thould pafs under their
tue Value. = . . ‘

Stertinius complained El"iat ‘he had cﬂy a Salaryf
: o

’
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« of goo Sefiertiay 40361. 9s. 2d. when he had
% by his privatc Pradtice 600 Sefiertiay 48431, 15s.

But according to my Table, the 1ft Sum is
‘4666 1. 135. 4d.5 the 2d, yooool.

« ONE Petins Valens left Centies H. S. 807291,
&« 35 4d. forfubhck Buildings in his own Coun-
&« try, having fpent as much more in the fame Man~
¢ ner.

My Table fays 833337 65. 84.

Pag. 170. % A Brother of Stertinius, after hav-
“ ing fpent a great Eftatc on publick Works, left
% (as Budeeus has reftored Pl,iny§~ Sefiertism. svigentits |
.66 24218717 105.” But my Table fays 250000/

Ivid. % W have an Inftance of the Fees of onc
« Country” Gentleman to a Phyfician, amounting
% to abave 1600/, |

T ue Words are dwentis H. S. 'andaxccxa&l)"
by my Tablé 1666 /. 13s. 44. but it’s likelyinthe
Doctor’s Tables it might not much exceed 1600/
otherwife he would not have lef; it uncertain what
the Sum was. -~ -

Pag. 170. It is faid in that l?r, ¢ That when
% Lawyers Fées came to be ftated, Ulpian faysthey
¢« were limited to an hundred Aurei; but Tacits
“ fays in'the’ Emperor Clagdins’s Time, the limit|
" & was dena Seflertia or 10000 H.S.” Which in my
Table arifes to 83/. 6d. 84. but how the Doéor
makes 100 Aurei pafs for 8o /. or more, in Ulpian's

Time, I know not ; for by Mr. Greaves's Lutei, Pi‘%
: ~ 11l
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111. they muft be mightily falen before the Time
that Ulpsan writ in. S

Ibid. l’q’/‘pal;ian who was a penurious Prince,
¢ gave Iéarly‘ cnfgons to Greek and Latin Orators
¢ 1oo Seflertia, 807.. §s. 10d. which was double
¢ of that given to decay’d Senatorsy being only
“ 403l 125. 11d. a Generofity much exceeded in
¢ our own Nation. '

‘T can fcarce guefs how Pefpafian’s Generofity is'
fo much exceeded in our Nation ; Qut if it be true,
thofe Orators muft have 8331. 65. 84. and the o-
ther 416/ 135. 4d.

Pag. 170. “ WE have in another Place taken
“ Notice of Virgil’s Eftate amounting to 807290/,
““ 35. 4d. he was rewarded for the 21 Lines that
¢ are extant on Marcellus, in his 6th Ene¢id, ten
¢ Seffertia a Line, 80/. 14s. 7d. the whole Sum
% amounting to 1695 ). 65. 3d.

I have pafled feveral Pages without aty more
than cafting my Eye over them, becaufe I was haft-
ned, and t cre%rc could not regulate any Thing of .
an Eftate; that I know not the Words by which
it was valued, but the ten Sefertia in my Table
are 83/. 65. 84. and the whole Sum, if in hafte I
have not mif-reckoned ity 1750/ All the Plate

and Jewels 1 fhall pafs by.

Pag. 177. < Neroftaked, inftead of Dmariz;, 3220/.
« é:. 4d. upon every Caft, Where did he find
¢ Play-fellows ! :

Suetonins is quoted, but not the Chap. or Section;
Qi . © but
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but it is to be found Chap. 30, where it is faid,

quadringenis in punttum H. S. aleam lufit 5 which Sum
the Tranflator of Suetonius calls 400 Sefferces upon

a Point; but in that I. think he is miftaken, for |
* that is.but 33/. 6s5. 84. but it being here fpoken |
of as a great Extravagance; it muft mean as the |

Dr. has I think taken it for 400000 H. S. which

in my Table does but a little exceed the Doétor’s |

Sum of 3229, beingonly 33337 65. 84. ButImuft

_haften, leaft, as it often does, the Gout feize one |

Hand after the other. '

Pag. 181. Ch'ap. xyi. This Chaptér recites the

Donatives given to the Soldiers ; amongft which, as
far as I can fee on a fudden, this feems the greateft.

Pag. 182, « Appianus makes another Dohative

« of JFulius Cefar’s amount per Man to yooo Atick |
 Drachmsy or 1611l. 9s. 2d. double to the Lea- |
“ der of a Company, or 322/. 185. 44. to the |

¢ Tribuni Militum, and the Equites double of this
« laft Sum 645/..165. 84.

- IN this, as in moft other Places, the Dokor
makes not his Sum, or that of the Romans, fallin-
to round Sums, at leaft in our Money; though I

I
|
|
|
|

|
|
{

think he might, as moft others have done, brought |

the Roman round Sums, into round Sums of other
Nations, as Budeus and others have done, by com-

uting by the Aurei only; as they alfo fall in my |
ables, for the firft makes 166 /. and a2 Mark ; the

2d,-333/. and a Noble ; the3d, 6664 13s. 44.

Pag. 181, Augufius lefc by his Teftament to the
Common People per Man 27. 85. gd. %

Swe
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¢ Suetowius fays- he left to the People of Rome
322016 /. 13 5. 4d. and to the Tribes 28257 1. 4.
¢¢ 24. for which he quotes in Auguflo, c. 41. Legavit
<< populo Romano quadringenties,Tribubus tricies quinquies
¢¢ H.S.” I find in myTable that the1ft gives 333333/
6 5. 8d. and the next 26516 2. 135. 44. butIcan-

not yet find the Place as here quoted, either inthe
Latin or Englith Swetonius; but I. have fince met

with it, chap. 1o1. Now fuch-Miftakes as thefe,

both in Book and Chapter, are very inconvenient ta

the Reader, and I might have done it oftner than

once: And tho’ my Table was contrived as wellas

I could, without I had troubled my felf or others

with minute Frattions; yet even the leaft Fraltion

when it is multiplied by vaft Sums,  becomes very
confiderable; for in 2 Roman great Sum, a {mall

Fraltion in the Denarius amounts when it comes to

Thoufands and Millions to a vaft Sum, as fhall be

hereafter takeh Notice of, for my Memory will

not ferve to give an Inftance of the fudden.

(<44

Pag. 187. % Yulian promifed to the Soldiers per
#¢ Man 201/. 165. §4d. + to chufe him Emperor.

I can only note that I have not Dio by me.
Pag. 188  Gabinius was accufed of taking a
« round Sum of 1,937,y00/ o

It was 10000 Talents, as I remember, whicha- *
mounts to 200000/, and if the Fractien had been
added, to a great deat more. - -

I muft now pafs on to xviii Chap: concerning
the Revenues oP the Roman Empire. v

'Pzig. 189. % THE Tax upon "Tillge may be
N Q3 0 e
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* ¢ reckoned at two Shillings.the Pound .in arable

¥ Ground, and four Shillings in Plantations. 4~
“ pian de Bel. civili. S
T mention this only as remarkable.

. Pag. 191. « Poulus Emilius after he had over-
€ come Perfius, King of Macedonia, braught into
¥ t8hc Trealury H. 8. MMCCC 1,85647701. 16:.
%84 . 27

AFrTER my Table 1,016,666 135. 4d.

Ibid. < Scipio having co'nqueﬂd Ausiochys, brought
€ to it bis millies 1,614,583 1..16s. 8d.

Ix my Table 1,666,666 /. J;J'. '41.

- lbid. “ Bevorge the third Punk War, wha
€ Sextns Fulius and Lucius Ayrelius were Confuls
¢ there was in the Treafury of Gold 16810 Pond,
¢ which reckoped, in the .Decuple Prgpertion,
“is 455,071 1. gs.: . Of Silver 22070 Posds,
“ 79864/ 175. 6d.: Money Sexagies bis {3 85400
¥ H.S. yo741/. 10s. 2d. which i all come to
“ 5665771 125 84d.

THis Paragm' hisfomédung' out of my Spher,
but for Examplcpfakc I will éndcavourywpmaké

. Trial.

I~ my Tablesto avoid Fractions, in eveyy Pound
T have caft off 6%. and might I think have madeit
gd. ob. but [omivsted the Penny-half-penay, andrec- |
kon but the Pound a §65. 64. it faems to me t0
make at fireft o169 /. gnd then multiplied by aDe:
puple Propertion to $ilver makes yot0g0/. all: ;f
whic

.
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which tike the Dofror’s Sum 459717 there re-
mains 451197 the Dofor’s §s. being omitted in
this Reckdning, and yet I am fhort by at leaft 1 4.
ob. thro’ the whole Account, which will be very ea-
fily corre&ted by thofe thatare betrer skilled inCal-
culation, for it amounts to about 107./J. 6. 7v4.3
but I no way rely ypon it, I being now in hafte,
and my Head and Hands out of Order. = .
- T u e Silver, rejetting the Fration, amounts to

61796 /. and to agreat deal which Ihave not Time
to calculate; but think with the Fra&ion included
it comes in all to 62580/, and bétter. I have not
been nice at all in tl’;d'c Calculations, that Learn.
es may have Opportunity to try their Skill; for
I have found PE.x‘pcrience; ‘that the finding out
- of aFault does hold {fuch Perfons long in their Dif<
- covery of the Errour, and does them more good
- than the paffing over exa&t Calculations, which

7 take upon Truft only.
come next to confider what the. Sexagies Bis £

85400 H. §. put together will amount to; but I
* am fomething at a Stand what to make of the Word
~ Bis, ‘coming after Sexagies, and not beforqit. I
guefs theretore that. it may fignifie 2 Parts added
to 60, be they hundreds or thoufands, orany Thing
that is then mumber’d, and fo taken, adding them
together, Sexagies Bis 85400 H.S§. according to etéz
Table amount to $2378/. exaftly, which exc
- the Doftor’s -Sum, (as it thould of Courfe do)
| 16374. 105. 2 % d. B ‘
. Pag. 191. “WueN Sextas Fulius, and L. Mar-

“ cius were Confuls, there was in the Treafury ,
: 1,310,8:.9 Pondo of Gold, 52,102,486 /. 12 5.

6d. '

Q4 _ " THis



232 Rematks.on Dy drbithnat’s .

- % T'u1s isagcording to Hardetin’s Explication of
¢ Pliny’s Numbers ; but the Sum féems too extrava-
« gant, and.perhaps thc:Numbcrs,a{c not corredt.

-+ T muft confefs I-do no way underftand the Do-
¢étor’s meaning in this Place, nor his Figures, nor
whence ‘he borrowed :thein, ngr thofe ‘inthe Quo-
tion XVI.. XX.: DCCCXXIX.- The N
given by Piiny, both in ‘my Latin and Englith
Tranflation, agree. in DCCCXLVI Auri. Pondo:
Bur tho’ T can make nothing of: the Do&wot’s Num-
bers; yet by fome Notes. I took out .of :Hardwin's,
he reckon’d the Number of Pounds.:to have been
1620830/. which would make in sFresch Money
933,197,504, 'and ' ours. 77,799,792 /. But 846 /.
multiplyed by 2/. 16 5. 74d. 0b. 1think rifeth no high-
cr in 2 Duplicate Proportion of ‘Gold, -then to
47640 1.. Englifh Money ;.but this Computation:if
" true, as I doubt it is not, is too inconfidersblc a
Sum:to have any cobierence with: what is aimed at
by the Hiftorian, ~, -~ . - ., .- "
. Pag,-191. % Cafarbrought at once. to the Trea-
%, fury 6yboo Talentsy 12,503;750/ ‘

. Ir Cefar had ever brought 65oop Zalents, they
would amount .at feaft to 13,000,000/. But I can
find no fuch Sum in Plutarch’s Life of Fulius Cefar.
And fince it is not to be found there,. it is 2
injuftice to put the Reader, to goin fearch after a
Sum that can no where be found ; except I fhould
be fo hlind a5 to over-fee it my felf, ‘which I think

, Ididnot, - .-, - - o

Pag. 192. % Tiberius left in the Treafury. wicks

$ fptics millies. Suctonjug in Caligula,
R : I fome-
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I fomewhat doubt that this Paffage is not to be
found in Suetomius, at leaft I cannot readily meet
with it: But wvicies fepties millies, in my Tables, a-
mount to 22,§60,000 /. which exceeds the Doétor’s
Sum by a Million of our Money. I have fince
found 1t.  Calig. cap. 37. ' o

% fppian fpesking of Fgypt, fays, that in the
« Reign of the fecond King after Alexander; there
“ was in the Egypian Treafury, 74 Myriads of
“ Talents, or. 191,166,666 . : P

Tuo’ .1 have Colletions out of Appian, and
moft Greek and. Latin Authors in Manufcripty . I.am
not in any Condition to contult them; but take it
for granted, the Dr. here exceeds my Table, where
they do not amount to above 148,000,000/ So
that one of us muft here be miftaken. . - °

% Strabo quotes Cicero,. mentioning the Revenue
“ of Egypt, to have been in the Time ofAulkses,
¥ Father to Clgopatra, 12500 Talents, 24421,875 J.

I know not well'by what Zalnt the Dr. com-
utes by, but 'if by Arick, it makes the Sum far
jort of what:it' thould be, if the Alexandrian Ta-
lenty were the fame with the Judaic. -

Pag. 1 93 -4.‘ « ThE Dr.‘compuws thcyéarly Re-
« vguc of’z_!ﬁq from Herodotus, at 2,807,4371. 105.

-Ho.w happy had it been for the Bp. of Batband
Wells and me, had we met with this Calculation, and
‘gived? credit to it; for then we had not remained
altogether uncertain, what.was the ‘tric Interpre-
tation of Herodotus, {0 as to make one Part rqli::br}~

' : cilable
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- cilable with many. See my Ler'T£R to the Bi-

" d

thop, on this S JO&, p- 87.

Pag. 194. < IN Sylia’s Time, the yearly Tri-
“« b:%e of Afia. was yooo Talents, ;:6877_0 A

Tuese Sums relating to the publick Income,
are of more Confequence, than the private Wealth
of any Perfon, and thefcfore ought to be niore
carefully adjufted: In mty Tables yooo Zalemts, a:
rife to an ihtire Million of our Money, 1,000,000.

Ibid, < Plwtarch faith, that Awosy made dfis
¢ pay, at once, 20 Myriads of Takents, 38,750,0001.

T w B NT Y Myriads of Talents are 200,000,000,
which multiplied by 2007/. comes to fuch an im-
menfe Sum, that is no believing it: Aod
therefore, I fuppofe, Talents are here mentioned in
the Place of Drackma’s, and 200,000,000 amotits
to 66,666,666 /. 6s. 84. But upbn further Con-
fideration, I fancy there is a Figure wanting il
the Do&or’s Sum, and that it ought to have
388,000,200, or thereabouts, by his own Tables.

Ibid. «“ BuT Appian writes, that this was the
“ Tribute of ten Years; fo that in #wony’s Time,
€ the yearly Tribute of 4fie, was two Myriads of
« Talemss, 3,875,000 .

~ TrosE two Myriads, by my Tables, amount

to 3,000,000/, I have not Time to compute any
of the following Sums, ’till I come to Fefpafian.
.« oL . ’

Pag. 195, % Pofp at his Acceffion to the

% Ewpire, faid, t& to fupport the Canmmlo!l:;
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“ weglth, ﬂhemmneedofnolcfstkangwn
“ gomties Milkias, §22,916,6661. 135, 4d. which
% is & Sum fo great, that it feems irmpoflible o be
“ raifed in many Years out of thc axes of the
“ whole Enxplre -

aadrmgmtm‘ M lhe:, in my Tablcs, anfes to

g;m, p1d. 65, 8d. in which twa-Sums the

1t of mipe by ten Millions and 416654.2.

Engl ifb Pounds: Such a Difference has:1 Farthmg
in 32 made in our Rcckomngs

Page 200. “ Nothing ever came up to the Ex-
“ travaganecs of the Expences of the Funeral of
« Hephafion By Alexander, bcmg no lefsthm 12000
“ TM: oF ‘97-7-9'30(’!01 :

W H1CH amounts in my Tables to 2,400,000 /.
I intended to have concluded with the great Sum-
of Vefpasian, in thc Dr. %“9)- But that I thought-
it weuld be the’ we -differ’'d ten
Millions of E w Monc yet the Dr, might be
nearer the ngt than {; becapfc both the Drach-
we and the Densrii were then fallen to about the
Rate that the Dr. has valued them at; but in the
. fore-gping Accounts, Iam certainly within Compafs
of the truth, and the Dr. far below it, as will ap~
pmr alfo in the Sums next followmg

% 9, Curtius aﬂinns, that at Sufs and Per-
« ﬁyvhs, Adlesander got 1o lefs than 1§9000 Ta-
¥ lenisy or 29,061,500

Bur according to my Account 30,000,000/

Pag.201. % Arser all Lexavder left, inhis Trea- |
“ fury
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¢« fury, athis Death, 100000 Talents, 19,375,000,
% No wonder fince his yearly Tribute, -as Fufis
& hath delivered, was 300000 Zalents, 58,125,000,

ArTEer my Computation, the firft arifeth to
20,000,000 /. and the latter to 60,000,0001.

Pag. 202: % Thucydides affirms, that there wer
« in the Caftle (at Athens) at onc Time, 6000
% Talents, 1,162,50010.

~ Ix my Tables ri,ooo,ooo 5

Pag. 203. .1 fhall conclude this Chapter with
% onc Initance of the Afatick Riches, the Credit
" ¢ of which Story, I leave the Authors to anfwer

& for: It is the Value of the Treafure of Sardam-
"¢ palus, with which he made a Funeral-Pile, for
% himfelf and Family, when he was befieged by
 Arbaces, King of the Medes. Atbeneus make
¢ the Value of the Treafure of this Pile, to 2
% ‘mount 100,000,000 Talents; which reckéned in
 Babylonick Talents, amounts to 169f3,12§,000/.
& this was only the Value of the Silver: Ther
¢ was befides, a tenth Part of that Number of
« Talents of Gold; which, if Gold was reckoned
% ina Decuple Proportion, will juft double the Sum.

I reckoning 200 /. to anfwer 6000 Drachme, but
much too low, and within compafs; to which ad
" a fixth, to make it a Babylonifh Talent, or 233+
The whole Sum, omitting the Fraétion, comes to
23300 Millions, or z;{oo,ooo-,ooo 1. of which Sum
the Dr. falls thort, if I miftake not, 6346,87y,000/
But this is fuch a vaft Difference, that either one,
or hoth of us muft needs be miftaken,

. Pag
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Pag. 207. I~ this Page the Dottor tells us, that
€ David laid up of his own Money, for Building
« the Temple, 3000'Talents of GolZ 18,600,000 /.
¢ And 7000 Zalentsof Silver. The Princes of the
¢ Tribes gave towards it yooo and 10000 Drachms
€€ of Golrﬁa 31,000,716/ 135. 44. 10000 Talents
¢ of Silver, 3,871,000 /. and 18000 Talents of Brafs,
¢ and 100000 Zalents of Iron. 1 Chron. XXix.

Pag. 208. ¢ Dawid prepared in all for the Tem-
 ple 100000 Talents of Gold, 620,000,000 /. and
% 1,000,000 Talents of Silver. 1 Chrom. xxii. 14.

¢ IN thefe Computations the Shekel is fuppofed
< andmpleof the Drachma, according to Fofephus 3
¢ And the Proportion of Gold to Silver is fixtcen
 to one; the Talents in Paflages of the Old Tefta-
¢ ment are ftated double the Ar#ick, but-in Paffa- -
¢« ges of the Apocrypha, that Astick Talent is ufed.

T s E Dr. has here told us that the Fewifb Talent
is. double the As#ick, this is what we have met with
before ; as likewife the fame Account of the Value of
Gold to Silver, as 1 to 12, and others as 1to 1433
but of the Proportion of Gold to Silver, as1to16
we hardly read any where elfe, and it would have'
been convenient if the Dr. had quoted the Author
from whom he had it. ' :

I N counting up the Sums of Gold, I fhall firft
reckon as if they were Silver, by 400/. to the 72-
lenty and then again multiply that Sum of Silver by
16, toturn it into Gold. 3000 Talents of Gold be-
ing multiplied by 400, gives a Quotient of 1200000 /.
which Sum multiplied by 16 gives 19,200,000
wherein I exceed the Dr. by 600,000/

Tue Princes gave 000 Talents and 10000 Dyachms
of Gold, which give firft 2,000,000, and multiplilt:d
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16, give 32,0004000/. and 10,000 Drachms to
:};08, bgth yzoB makes 32,t0 5308, which exceeds
‘the Dottor's Sum by 9903,602/.

10000 Zalents of Silver multiplied by Silver, a-
rife to 4,000,000 /. which exceeds the Doétor by
125000 /.

Dafltz,d l f;{l;l;g Temple 1004000 Talents
of Gold,which multipti 04 ZIVE 400,000,000,
and afterwards by 16, gins4§4o§l>oo,ooo 1. which
cxceeds the Do&or’s Sum 20 Millions of our Money.

1,000,000 Talents of Silver multiplied by 400/.

Ve 400500045000 ). which exceeds the Doétor’s

m by 206,950,000 /. But this is fo great and vaft
a Difference, that I think it muft be afcribed to
fome Overfight, either in the Do&or’s or my Com-

tion; but my two Sums of Gold Silver
joined together make 1040,000,000/. But this be-
ing too immenfe 2 Sum to have ever met together
at Jerufalem, let us try what it will amount to, if
the Gold be reckoned by the Homerical Talent, viz.
3 Atm'ig weighing 6 Drachms, which 6 being mul-
tiplied by ten, the Value of Gold above Silver, will
make then 60 Drachms ; which in my Tables make
2J. Englith. Now one Mullion of 27. makes the
Gold rifeno higher than barely 2 Millions Englli:i
and both Gold and Silver put together will n
amount to 402,000,000 /. which 1s ftill more than
any Man, otherwife than miraculoufly, can almoft
fuppofc or imagine. ‘

_ Pag. 209. % Livy and Thcitus mentions the fowws

s . & unciarum and Semiunciarum as high, which accor-
« ding to the Proportion of the A4S, being but
« 3 or;inthe Month, muftonly make 15 oriper
% Cens. per Amwms And the Law of the XTI Tables
“ forbids ne.quis unciario fanore amplius exercité; 0

ffxt
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“itis cxg:aﬂ'ni ' Tacitus.. Thefe Expreffions: .
« canpot be i ~byted according to the Amalogy

« of the Tables, but differ from all the othersyand-

% they certainly denote the cemtefima sfura: Butr

« how this Way of F.xfreﬂion in two Au-

& thors has happened, I can give no certain Ac-

& count; it fesms they put the Uncia for thie A4S,

& or Integer. .

“ THE Centefima ufura was the greateft Inte-,
« reft, which. it was not lawful to exceed; and
% what was paid overit was reckoned asa Re-pay~
« ment of Part of the Principal: But what-ever
¢ Laws were made to regulate the In- P
“ tereft, it was in Romé as in all other - 28 210
% Places, the Value of Money rofe above, or feli
“ below the legal Intereft, according to the Scar-
¢ city or Plenty of the Commodity.

Gromovius. has writ three feveral Books, one after
apother, bound up with his 4to Edition De Pecun.
Ve, intituled de cemtefimis ufuris, €5 fanere unciario,
in which he pofitively and warmly defends the O-
pinion, which.the Do&or and I fuppofe moft Merr
rejet as an Errours; thinking it improbable that
the Romans fhould think themfelves fo :ﬁmﬁbd
and ntined, by paying onc per Cent. at firft, and after-
wards but half of that neither, ’till Ufury was wholly:
forbidden. Now it is my Opinion, and it feemsto
be the Do&or’s alfo, that this fesss umciarium was
the fame with Centefrmal Ufury; which in aboutr
eight Years, or little more, became double to the
Principal Money, and therefore not to be enduredy
and for this Caufe firft reduced to half, and at laft
was forbidden by the Roman Laws, though never
wholly obferved by them. But I could never af~
fent to Gromevius’s Opinion, tho’ as a Critick he

main~
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maintains it againft all Opofition with great Vehe-
mency: And I think, tho’ he may defend it againft
all Gainfayers, as a Critick, yet as.a Politician, 'tis
impofhible he thould ever prevail with his Country-
men to believe him: Ialo think he takes that
up for ted, which he has no plain Authority
toback himin; forI have confulved Livy, %b. 7. cap.
16, 27 and 28, but I can find no where that it is
by that Author called Annual Ufury, nor does 7a-
“gitus call it {o; and tho’ quoted by the Dr. he tells
us not where Tacitus fpeaks of Feenus unciarium. And
becaufe many ‘will not trouble themfelves to feck
after what t.lz,cy are not like to find eafily, I will
tranfcribe that Place in Zacitus, where he “fpeaks
of this Matter:, Annal, 45. 6. cap. 16. in thefe
Words following. .

XV1. Interea magna vis accufatorum in eos inyupit
qui pecunias fenore autlitabant, " adverfus legem Di-
atoris Cxfaris, qua de modo cvedends poffidendigue
intra ltaliam cavetur 5 omiflam olim, quia privato ufus
banum publicum pofipomitur. Same wvetus urbi fene-
bre malum, 3 [editionis difcordiarumgque creberima
caufa s eoque cobibebatur antiquis quoque {5 minus cor-
ruptis moribus. Nam primo duodecims Tabulis fanctum
nequis unciario fcenore amplius exerceret, cum aw-
tea ex libidine locupletium agitaretur : Dein rogations
Tribunitia ad [emuncias redatia, pofiremo vetita verfu-
ra. Multi[que plebis [citis obviam stum fraudibus, que
doties repreffe, miras per artes rur(um orichantur. Sed
cum Gracchus pretor cui ea queftio evemeraty, multi-
tudine periclitantium [uballus, retulit ad fenatum ; tre-
pidique patyes (meque enim quifquam tali Culpa vacu-
5s) vemiam a principe petivere; {5 comcedente, annus
in pofierum, [exque menfes dati quls fecundum jufta le-
Zisy rationes famsliares quifque componerent. .

' In




BOOK and TABLES. ' 321
TaciTus’s \JNNALS kib. VI’.‘c.ipl, m: .'."..'
= ENcLIsSH, 9iz. S

“ He N ce then wa the want of Money, and

“ all incumber’d with Debt, and man emn’d
“to have their Lands and Goods Sold; wheéreby
“ all coined Money was drawn into the Emperor’s
« frivatc, or the Common-wealth’s publick Trea-
“fury: The Senate paffed a Law, that two Parts
“of cvh?z Creditor’s Debt fhould be laid out in

- % purc Land in Ztaly5 But the Creditorsde-
" “ manded the whole' Debt, anid the Borrowers,
“ thinking it difcreditable not to make theit

- “ Promifes, they firft ran about with Intreatics,
“and the Pretor's Court and Tribunals were fil+
¢ led with Complaints ; andBugir% and felling pro-
“ poféd for a Rentedy : For the Ufurers had con-
LY or fpent their Mohey inbuying Lands, and
“ the Plenty of Sellers brought it to a low Price;
“fo by how much any was more decp m Debts,
“ the more eagerly his” Debts - were call’d for, to
“ the overthrow of his Eftate, and ruin of his Dig-
“ nity.and good Name ; 'till the Emperor relieved
 thesr Diffrel by his Affiftance, for he difpofed
“ on Tadles (or at Ewchange) where Moniey ufedto
“ to be .borrowed, millics Seflersium (or 833,333 2
“ 65. 84. Englith) with Liberty to thofe that had
“ need of them to borrow for three Years, with-
“ owt paying any Intereft: Provided the Borrowet
“ gave double Security in Land to pay back
“ the Money to the Cotnmon-wealth (or People).
“ 8o Credit being revived, there were found private
“ Perfons that became Lenders alfo; and the De-
" crees made by the Senate for Men’s Selling their
“ Lands were fharply pni{l'ued at firfk, and carried

“on
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« on with Vigour, as happens in like Cafes for the
¢ prefent, but at laft decayed, and died away into
« Nothing. + _

T u1s Emperor was Tiberius Cefar, of whom fo
many Evils are remembred; that this fingle good
ought not to be forgotten.

A | gathcr from thefe two Chapters, that human
Affairs can hardly be carried on, without borrow-
ing-and lending; and that few will lend and ur-
dergo the Hazard of loofing; without fome hope
and profpect that the Lender may l‘:oﬂibly gain, x
well as loofe by his lending, which can hardly be
brought about, without. paying fome Intereft for
the Ufe of Money borrowed: For if a Man has
occafion to make aPurchafe, or carry on 2 Trade,
and wants Money for either; is it reafenable that
one fhould have all the Gains, and the other Per-
fon run all the. Danger of the Lofs, and loofe the
Benefit which the Lender himfelf might gain by
Trading with his -own Mo, hunfclf.,g or havi
.it by him ready to make an advantagious Purchae
of any Thing that came in his Way, when he had
Opportunity for it? But as to the Matter in Que-
ftion, concerning Fanus Unciarium, it {feems moft
Erobablc to me, that the Laws of the 12 Tables
being chiefly borrowed from the Grerizn Common-
wealths: What the Roman Decemviri found
- they brought Home with them, and Centegmal In-
tereft being ufed there, they eftablithed the like at
Home, and paid an Ounce, -or 12th Part every
Month of the Centefimal Intereft, and fo arofe to
12 per Cent. in the whole Year: The Ounce here
baving refpect to the 12th Part of the Intereft
and not to the 12th Part of the Principal. .
. L ‘ ARD
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Axp by this Time I conceive the Reader no
Iefs tited than my felf, and the Remarks that have
| been made already, are fufficient to inform Dr. 4r-
. butbmot, that his Tables, as far as relate to Money
' Matters need Emendationsy and when that is pro-
vided tit::'s,mallittld n‘ioxi'g Pati:nhseywmlldb? ufeful in’
fixing hi otatio: o-as they -may be more rea-
di ,ﬁ met with and nf‘:’und; which tv):r‘o Alterations
will mightily advance the Credit of his Book, a-
mongft thofe that are the propereft Judges 6 his,
Performance, and make it live in Reputation, as’
+ long as the World it felf fhall continue. ‘Fhis be~
ing the firft Colle€tion of  Foreign Priges, and of
the Roman Wealth and Luxury, that has appeared
fo largely in the Engjifp Dialeét to this Hour. -
Feb. 26th. 1723, St s
. The End of the: Remarks on Dy. Arbuthnot’s BOGK.

. and TABLES. . . .

‘
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" ex Gronovxo dc Pecuma. Vetere.

I:irth;% ﬁi-fl:nf my Izgn-r'rnns t
=' oreshy; I acquiin-
. ted'hitn when Il’l:gganthat Letter,
} that I purpofed to fay fomething
of the: gll.'vcr Wﬁ‘mﬁs and the
‘Brafs Roklss, which fucceededin
the room of the former Denarii,
and the A[fes Romami, and now
having, at thxs Time,; aé ot a little bcfore my Prin-
ter, 1 tho he fit to fomcthmg in Relation to
that Subjeét; tho’ ¥ am now in a far worfe Con-
dition, both of Health and Memo% than I was
when I compofed that Letter, feven Years at leaft,
before F how’ be'ﬁm this Abftra& out’ of - Gromi-
ous; as'I am fully convinced by the Notes I had
then entered in the Margin of his Book, -which I
am now fcarce able to make ufe of: Therefore I
intended barely to tranfcribe what I thought moft
convenient out of that Book, in the proper Style
the Author had publifh’d it in; and when I hd
done fo in Part, I was too much tired to go ay
farther thro’ with it; and therefore I imagined it
would be more agrccablc, not only to the Vulgar,
but even Latin Readers, to" give them a fhort Ab-
ftraét of it in Englith ; for Grenovius has writ fo ma-
ny Chapters and Pages about thofe two new Coins,
that 1 {carce knew where to begin, or where aio
make

J
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make an End: And therefore I am forced to relate
this Matter as far as my decayed Memory will al-
low,. rather out of my own Head, than out of that
-Author’s copious Enlargements: And firft I fhall
begin with the Word Milliarenfis, what it fignifi-
es, and whence it wasderived ;5 tho’ it is by him fome-
times attributed to Cemflamtine, as his Invention;
et in other Places he feems to allow it to have
of afarancienter Date; and that the old Roman
Denarins, was {o called, or fo reputed, as if it was
in Vialue the ‘1000 Part of a Pound of Gold; which
he thus endeavours to Evidence. . A Romas Pound
as Bwdeus and Gromovius often tells us (tho’ we can
fcarce believe them, Pliny having told us to the
| contraz) was coined, even from.the beginning, in-
to cight Dewaris in she Ounce; .and confequently
into 96 .Denaris, or as they would make it into a
full hundred; and then a Pound of Gold being
worth ten of Silver, the hundred Part of fuch a
Silver Pound did exactly anfwer the thoufand Part
of a Pound of Gold; and hence fprang the Word
Milliarenfis, and continued fo, ’tilt Conflantine fra-
med anew Coin, under theold Name, into it’s room.
H e lays it alfoasa Charge upon Conflantine, that
he was the firft Diminither of- the Awrei Romani,
and from 4o fuch Aurei in a Roman Pound, advan-
ced them compleatly to the Number.of LXXIIL.
‘But this is-a grofs Miftake, and Gromovigs was led
into it by his own Fancy, and fome {light Argu-
ments, without examining, as Mr. Gresves hasdone,
that the Aurei were leflened in Weight, and con-
fequently encreafed in Number, fome Years before
Confiamtine had amy being in the World; as may
be difcovered by the various Weights which Mr.
Greaves has given us of them, and I from him have
printed in the. 163 Pag. ﬁf thefe Mifcellanies: But
, 3 to
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to go on, Gromovius informs us, that an Asress was
at Erﬁ: worth 100 Sefferces, or in other Words 2f
Denarii, which amounts according to my Reckon-
-ing, to 16 Shillings and 8 Pence in our Engli
Mgoncy', and he fuppofes the Aurei continued for a-
bout 300 Years of the fame Weight, and fame Va-
lue; which I think no way probable, tho® Grom-
- wius {ecms to build his Argument upon that Principle.
Thus much concerning the Roman Aureus 3 which
whether changed or no 1 it’s Weights, yet got 2
new Name given it by Alex. Severss; who begdn his
-Empire about the Year of Chrift 222 ; and he being
defirous to eafe his Roman Subjeéls in their Tribute
or Taxes, * divided the Aureus into two Rarts, and
being fo divided, ftiled them Semiffes, or half Aureus’s;
tho’ they went -in the Paynfent to the Emperor’s
Treafury for whole Aureus’s ; and not content with
this Abatement, he fubdivided the Awrei into three
Parts, and thenthey were ftiled Tremiffes, and would
have lower'd them lower; but his Revenue and
Payments out of it would not permit it. INow this
dividing the Aareus, obliged him toalter it’s Name,
and give the old Aureus the new Title of Solidus,
or a complete “Auress, to diftinguith it from the
Semiffes and Tremiffés; which whether any other of
his Succeflors coined in lefler Pieces, than a com-
pleat Solidus, 1 cannot now well call to Minds bu
at laft Solidus was the common Name for a Piece
of current Gold, before Conflantine came to the Em-
pire; and that for the future they might be alwa
of a certain Weight and Value, he order'd LXX
to be coined out of 2 Pound, and 4 Solidi out of
every Ounce of Gold, and-fo they continued for
. - ¢ <~ - . B . . Mt

¥ Yide Lampridium in vita Alex. Sever. cap. 38,
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about 300 Years after Conflamine’s Deceafe, as ap- .

by Mr. Greaves’s Tables afore-mentioned, te
the Age of at leaft Heraclius, the Emperor, Ao
610, 1 whofe Reign Mzhomet forged his new
Religion, Ao- Chrifti 622, ‘or there-abouts; in all
which Time Mr. Greaves met with none heavier
than 70 Grains, nor lighter than‘67, 68, 69.

I have almoft mow done, both with the Aurei,
and Solidi, and old" Roman Denarii, which before
- Conflantine’s Time, Gronovius thinks, were the only
. Silver Coins called Milliarenfes ; but afterw:
CGonflantine found a Neceflity of altering them: For
- as Gold, as well as Silver, encreafed in Value, and
became of more worth, in refpeét of Brafs, than
- formerly ; inftead of feven Denarii out of an Qunce
. of Silver, he caufed 2 new Coin to be made, of

which ﬁxP' were coined out of the Pound, and
“five out of every Ounce of Silver; which there-
- fore changed the Demarii from 84d. each,.to five
new Milliarenfes each, as far as 1 can reckon
them to about XId. ¢ of our prefent Coin: 12
of which later Milliarenfes anfwered to, or were
computed at, the Value of one Sokidus; which re-
duced thefe Sokidi, or later Aurei- to the Worth of
about XT Shillings and three Pence of our Moncy.
"And though I fhall not now take my latt leave of
thofe Milliarenfes, yet it feems but very fit to
give the Reader notice of how much Brafs anfwer-
ed to thefe Milliarenfes: And this Gromevius tells
us, was 24 Folles, or two Pounds of Brafs, madc
into thofe 24 Folles, cach being of the Weight of
one Ounce; according to which Account five Mii
liarenfes, or an Ounce of Silver, was worth ten
Pounds of Brafs, or in other Words CXX Ounces
of Brafs, were worth no more than onc Qunce of
Silver; fo that the Diﬁ'clr{cncc between the Worsth
4 of
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of Silver end Brafs, was as 1 to 120. There are
fome Variations in the Incregfe or Decreafe of thefe
Felles, fo as to make the Difference between Silver
and Brafs, fometimes greater and fometimes lefs;
but for this I refer my Reader to Gromowins him-
felf, if at leaft he can comprchend them, for at
the Age | am ndw in, I muft confefs I hiave nei-
ther ite. or Ability to besnice about them.
After all that I have now faid or gathered out of
Greweviss, and his refuting feveral Opinions or Mi-
" ftakes, as he goes along of Ant. dagufiinus, Saims
Siusy Lappus, Potaviusy Savetus, and others 5 he fumsup
what he has faid in this dif-obliging Charafter of
fﬁam’n the Great, which I have printed al-
y in Latin, pag.64. of thisVolume: And now
after his Cenfure of Conflantine.for changing all the
Coins, both in Gold, Silver, and Brafs, he adds
what I am going to tranflate into Engly/b out of
Gronoviusy pag. 343. Thefe mew Aterations in coining .
all Sorts of Money, are fo very great, that they alto-
Lether become mo other Perfon than Condftantine bim
Joifs wha withest C proceeded very well avd
Pioufly obout Ceremonies awd Religions fa abont otber |
Things infiissted by bim, both in' civil and mikitary
Affairs, it is dowbiful whether profitadly or 8o ; but
is certain be changed thews [icktilely and craftilys 65 if
be feemed so belicve motbing wes agreoable to bis Swr-
nasme of GREA T, #if be bad keft any Thing bebind
bim in the fame Coxdition or State in which be firf
found it : Which Ficlence of this Maw's Spirity God
Alwighty, by bis fecret Power, comverted te the good
of the Chrifiian Sacraments. - - A
I bave cenfured this Paffage fufficiently in my
64th Page fore-going, "and fhall fay no more of it
here s becau’fe~. find Growovins himfelf in a great
Mgcalure retradling it, 4.4. wap.16. 2.372, wh?;
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he gives Comflantine 1 far better and kinder' Cha-
rafter than what he has been pleafed to allow him
in this Plage. = - L

OvuRr Author, both before and after what is
laft cited, has had occafion feveral Times to quote
{everal Laws, bath out of the Theodofian and Fufi-
m}m C:'d”;,ral in Conﬁrmatiénhaof what he.is treati
of in fev very ( 3 which I could
not convenientl mon inpt:nl; fore-going Dif~
gourfe, but- now take notice of them in the
following Opder. :

Tue next Law, but before it in Age, isin
Cod. Theod. Ub. 7. ts2. 20. 1. 3. it falls in with the
Year of our Lord 320, made by Conflantins to this
Effeét: Let the Peteran Soldiers, according to our
Precept, receive the vacant Lands, and have them
always free; and to buy Things neceffary fpr their
Country Affairs, let them receive in Money 25000
Folles, a Pair of Oxen, and 100 Modii of Corn.
Dated at Conflantinaple, Confiantine V1. & Confian-

Gromevius having quot is Law, pag. 371.
that 24 millia Fo?kﬁmake sol. of Sil\?;-% and 2083
Pounds of Brafs; the fame in ancient Money was
20000 H. §. or gooo Desiers, this is the very Sum
which ‘Augufius Cefar allotted to the Pretorians,
after 16 Years Service, as Dio Witnefles; whento
the Legionaries he appointed, after zo Year’s Sti- .
pend - 3000 Deuiers, or 12005 Seflerces; but Con-
flantine took away this Difference. And there are
fome Foot-Steps of thefe Folles (fays Gromovius) in
the Theod. Cod. Iib. 6. tit. 4. 1. 7. in thefe Words;
90 tbe firft Preetorian, densted by the Name of Fla-
vian, we bauve preferibed the Gifts or Charge of yo
Poxnds of Silver 5 to the fecond %iled. Conflinian,
20000 Kolles, and 40 Pounds of Silver “are appoigs;
- . S . J . . "
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ted by uss to the third, called the Triumphal,
. 1000 Folles and 30 Pounds of Sslver: the Publifber
may expend without any Lofs to bim. Thefe feveral
Sums joined are equal both in Brafs and Silver, and
-muft be accord.iﬁo; the narroweft Pro-
portion that they were at y 5. gag 372. For
after the Solidi were reduced to 4 Scruplés, and
the Proportion -of Brafs, Silver, and Gold, were
changed, there arof¢c an immenfe and yaft Diffe-
rence. I cannot but wonder why our Author ci»
ted the Law laft mentioned, that thege were fome

Foot-fteps of ‘the Folles remaining when it was

made; for it is of no older Date, than near the

Time of Conflantine the Great’s Death, being dated

at Antioch, v. Id Seps. poft Confulatum.Conftantii II.

&9 Contftantis, which in with the Year 339.

Bu g our Author goes on, and in the fame.372

Page, ’f'ays that 20000 Folles, which made 40 Ro-
man Pound of Silver ; and 1666 Pounds, and. 8 Fol-
des of Brafs, were (as I underftand him) 16 Seffer-
tiay or 4000 Denarsi; ‘and accordingly. 1g000 Fol-
les 301. of Silver; and 1250 Pounds of Brafs were
12000 old H. §. or 3000 Denarii.

T His Law laft cited is the only Place, fays Gro-
#movius, which has hindred many excellent Men from
afcribing the whole Mutation of the Roman Money
to Conflantine the Great ; for when they can afcribe
thefe great Changes to no other . Author, they go
about to fay fome happened after Conflantine, fome
after Confiabtius, fome under Fuliam, and fome un-
der Valentinean,and fome as low as Fufiinian. For fol-
ving of which Objection Gromovius anfwers, that he
cannot but own there is fomething of Difficulty, that
the Falles long fince introduced by Conffantine {hould
be brought backsto the former Folles that were before
Conflanting made his Change ; But for all this he tl; of

. . at
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that Opinion, that whoever changed the old Aurei in-
to the new Solidi, found all Things fo hard and un-
tradtable, that they could not be fubdued without
bringing in a new Sort of Silver Money; befidés
_the Proportion between Gold and Silver,. required
a Change, and it would mightily have difturbed
all Commerce, if the Aurexs on a fudden had pafs’d
from 10 Denarii to 14. But now the Change of
both Sorts of Money made the Alteration fo foft and
cafy, that it was fcarce taken Notice of : Befides what
exceeds the Propostion of Gold above 14 to Silver,
could be no Way explained or accounted for inthe
former Denarii; neither did a lefs Difficulty arife
from the former Folles themfelves, in applying 24
Folles to the former Milliapenfes, or 12 Milliarenfes
to one Solidus; on the contrary how well do the
later MiHiarenfes anfwer to the Solidi, and the Foi-
Jes to both the one and the other: All which does
dechire and demonftrate, that it muft be fome, and:
the fame -great Wits or Counfellors, whoever they.
were; neither did any Thing pleafe thofe good In-
ventors, ’till all Things a‘rpem:’d fit and.agreeable.
So that it {feems moiﬁikc. , that they went onat
the fame Time, and with the fame Paces. And
methinks it is here evident, that Gromoviss has made-
fome amends for what he faid before, and given
Conflaptine as much Honour and Praife as he for-
merly took from him, or endeavour'd to deprive
him of.

I muft here fore-warn and inform my younger Rea-
-ders, that what-ever is faid of Pounds, is not to Be
taken for our Englifb Pounds, as tr};g are now coms
puted by noxnin;'ig Pounds, but as real Pounds, which
were formerly inufe many Years after the Conquett,
when a 779y Pound went for no morethan 20 Shil-
ling; and a Roman Pound which was 1bnic-wlh?st

_ fs,
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lefs, and is always intended when we fpeak De R
Nummaria, was of the Weight of 5296 Englip
.Grains, and every Ounce 438 Grains; a Pound of
which was fome thing better than §6s. 64. to the
Pound, and §64. to the Ounce or Pound of Ex

-glifo Money.

I fhall next proceed to fome other Laws quoted
by Gromovius for our better Underftanding the mu
table Value of Brafs, Silver and Gold, as they fron
‘Time were altcred in the Common-wealth of Rom,
from it’s loweft Eftate to it’s cft Wealth and
largeft Dominions it was at laft advanced to.

Cod. Theod. Kb.xv. #it.9. 1..1. Decxpenfis Ladoran

T u e next Law quoted by Gronoviss, was mak
by. the. Emperors Valentinian, T beodofins, and Aris
dsus, who f':re;id'tbat any Perfons, exceps the Conful,
fhould beffow any Vefturey, or Sportsia, or Digm s of
. Jvory, nor any Sportula’s of Silver, ev than thit

of which LX were coined oxt of a Roman Possd;

and it is nof omly licenfed that they might give lefs, ||

they pleafeds but alfo, that it fbould be honeft, or b
-wowrable fo to do. 'This Law is direCted ad Sem

Fum, falls in with the Year of Chrift 384

. Cod.Theod. lib.xi. tit. 21. 1. 2. De Collatione fris.

Twurs Law was made by Arcadius 4. Homoriss ).
Confuls, #bo enjoin that the Price of Brafs reqs
of the Provincialsy [ball ke thus fiated s that for 1f
Pounds of Brafs, ome Solidus might be received. This
Law in with A Chrifii 396.

Cod.



De Mxllumﬁlwﬁ Fallabn 253

Cad ﬂmd kik. xiii. #t. 2 L1 .Dedrgmspmiv.

Tuis Law was made by the fame Empero,
who command, Tbat fer every Swm of Sikver which
any fball bying ‘into tbe Treafury,- the, Debters may
Iarmg % Gold for its fo tbatfor womed Sikver,

Solidi may bc .dmm.e
Confuls ThtsﬁxllsundertheYearothnﬁ 397+

By thefe Laws and other Placu,.u:appars that:
the Value of Gold, ‘in refpe&t of Brafs, was as one.
to 1800: And the Price of Gold, as to Silver,
was as onc to 14 3: And the Price of Silver to.
Brafs was ordimarily as one to' 120. Tho’ if we
believe Bwdeus and his Followers, one Drachm of
Silver was worth 840 Drachms of Brafs, and aPound
of Silver-no lefs than 840 of Brafs: But when Brafe
was fhortly after, in the ift Pamisk War, leficned
from Affes Librales,or Pound Affes, to Affes Sexten-.
tarii, or.two Ounce Afés; the Value of Brafs, im
refped of the fame Drachm of Silvey, fell from 840
to 168 only: When the 4fs fell from 2 Qunce
dﬁ to Onnc£ and the Number of Afes i

from ten to fixteen, the Brafs
fcllfromomto:ti&, to one to about 135. But
laftly, when the 16. 4fts that anfwered a:- Demier
to 16 balf 4fes, or which is the fame to 8 whdle
Ounces, then Silver became to Beafs ax one to 67,
or there-abouss: Al this is according to Bwdeas
S Ge ey b SR R e
my Hypot 1t, rec-
kgn nya]t,:oxtslowcﬂ ebb at Reme, a8 one of Silver to
2 little better than ¢6 of Brafa 'Tho’ there sz
Place in Gresovigs, which brings the Difference of

thofe twoMcttals, 43 00¢ tOo 40y OF 41. w
‘HAT
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WHAT is aforefaid conccm:}’g the Value of
Brafs, does all of it relate to Brais Money, before
Conflamtine’s Time ; but in his Age, that the M-
liarenfes of LX to the Pound, e the com-
mon Computation, one of Silver, anfwered to
CXX of Brafs. . I, have in this or fome other Plact
loft a Page or two which I had written, in which
I bad d?murfed fomething concerning the Opini-
on of the Learned Francis Gotbefred, in his fix T omes
publithed -upon the Zkeodofian Codex, wherein he
endeavours, in feveral Places, to maintain that the
Roman Pound in Conflantine’s Titc contained 84
Solidi, .as formerly 2 Pound Romam was. coined to
84 Demarii each of 3 Scruples; fo that as the
Cod. Theod. lib. xii. tit. 7. 1. 1. there were 7 Solid
in the Ounce. I fhall mention only the firft Blace
where. this Commentator difcourfes moft largely on
this Subject, which is in his 2d Tome, pag. 450.

_and worth. the perufal of a:g Critick that -would
. examine this Matter to the Bottom ; which is op-
pofed firft by Pancerollus, Savotus, and many others
after them, who think the ing is 2 Mifbake,
and not genuine, and. that infimte Abfurditics
would follow the admitting it to be true. And|
think this is a cogent Argument againft it, tha
there are few Q¢ rather noAm:horsthatft’ of
this larger Pound as a Matter of Faé, or that th|
elder Valentinian revoked it by a Law made by
him about 40 Years after; But befides that Law
of Valentinian’s, Fufiinian in his Codex, lib. x. ti.
71. I. 1. has contralted it into"the Words follow-
ing s De ponderibus € Auri silatione. Imperator 4.
ad Ufraxium rationalem trium provinciarum. Av-
rum quod infertur a Collatoribus " fi quis vel folidv
valuerit wel materiam appendere wqug lance &5 Iibra
mentis pavibus (ufcipiatur P. P. 14 Kal. Aug. Pauli:g
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{9 Juliano confulibus : 'This Law falls in with A>.
Chrsfii 327. - ‘

In Cod. Juftinio k5. x. #it. 70- 1. 5. Valentinia~
nus &F Valens Quotiefcungue certa fumma folidorum
pro tituli gqualitase debstur, aut aurs maffa tranfmiiti-
tury in feptuaginta duos [olidos libra feratwr accepta.
Lupitio € Jovino Conf. Ao Chrifii 369.

Gothofred finds great fault with Yribomianes, and
calls his curtailing this Law fadhis, a great Wic-
kednefs : But Gromovius on' the contraty commends
him as much for his Difcretion in.omitting Words

al irreconcilable with Truth, m feve-
ral Places endeavours.to prove that the Roman Pound
was invariable and ‘always the fame. - :

- Gromoviss towards the 'Eod of his:4th Book, ch.
the 13, 14, 1y, and 26, de pecania vetere, p. 374.
comes to {peak of another -Sort of Folles, than
thofe afore-mentiofied, ' taken out of. fome Greek
Lawyers Gloffaries upon the Civil or' Roman Laws,
he giveth it both in Greek ‘and -Latin ;. and for fear
of gliﬁ:aka, I not ing the Numbers
iven only in Greek Letters, I. tranfcribe it
E‘rﬂ: in Latin, and then, as well as- I can, tranflate
it into. Englifb : For after the Greek be fays, Quo-
yum bet eft ofenteptia.  Follis quod & Balanton dicitur
Pondus efp Argenti Denariorum CCL, boc eff. eris
CCCXII kbre Jex uncie.. Nam Denariusy libra
eris (3 tres uncie. Ef (9 alius Follis Confians ex
minusis agenteis militi folitis dariy eogque milliaremfibus
vocatis. Falet borum unum quidque auri filiguam do-
drawtem.  Hujufmodi. minuta argentes Follis baber
CXXV. que faciam Auri filignas CCXVIIE (9
- nummas novem. Sunt autem gquales nsnc. obtinent,
. mil-
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milliarenfis CYX &9 nummii ‘novem. In awo fignato
novem [olidi (3 milliarenfis wnus (5 novems. miiwmi.

. I igitur CXXV argentei wlhgxbamsr in fafnmlm

Vel fummam unams 3 > bic. Folli:

Taexe is fome Diffic nnthrﬂmdmg i what
uhmmbymuk{ took it for what the

Romans call a- Sefterce ; butIﬁndbmewvm
that it rather ﬁgmﬁes Follis, and fhall ‘therefore fo
toanflate it. 2 S

- AFoIlu, wh:ch is alfo alltd Bdamn:, is of |

t of 250 Denarii; that i3 (of the Value
of)CC XIIBonnd, andVlOnncesomefs;
for 2 Dexarius is.(in Value).2 Pound, md three

Ounces of Brafs. .. There is dfomotherFoﬂz:, con- 1

ﬁfhng of lefler Sidver;: ( Money Mg‘
paid) to Soldiers, and thcnce called Ilmm e: )
wcryone ‘of thele is worth of Golda.?'wgul)a-

Of thefe. keffer Silver chcs a Folliy'hath

-CXXV which make of Gobd §iligxe CCXVHII,
andmneFolle:; mcomedGold Sofidé onc mil |

Yarenfis, and YX Follis:. Thercfore thefe CXXV,
Silver Pieces, -were collefted “into a Purfe, or one
Sum, and this was cajled a Folks.

Oun Aunthor 1 nmdmgthd"eWords, asks

1 who would believe that fo. much
be’ detivered in fo few Words)

. fo the Exphcatxon of the Sefierces, Denarii, Solisi,

Milliarenfes, and Rolles, whofe Expoﬁuon has coft
fo many Authers fo much Pains? Some are to be

praifed for the very astempting the Explication of °

them, as Ahiase and Petavius.  Solmafins happily
\ﬂ'&, and Sevwzws moft happily have expmd
atter, if both of them had not mixed fome
unn:ceﬂ'ary Matter, and arc befose reprehended
me. And then pmceeds to wllus, tbanhcg
ort
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Sort of Folles was the fame with the ancient Se-.
fertia, and fignified one Thoufand of them: And
the ancient Denarius, (I fuppofe, he means coined
-~ after the 4ffés were brought to 16 half Ounce 4/~
~ fes in the Denarins) that was compared to three

Pounds and three Ounces of Br:d{; according to
the Proportion that at laft obtained at Rome be~

tween Gold and Silver: Therefore this Price is

not to be expefted in the Brafs of former Ages,
for then the ;)cmarius was not reckoned at 16 4/-
- fesy or'8 Ounces; and then 250 Denarii did not
- make above 166 Pounds of Brafs, and 8 Ouneces.
But with the Author of Glofflary agrees Epiphanius,
Hero, Maximus, and the Bida Fragment, which
tells us, that 60 Affes made the Denarius, which
were half of a Sicle, or a_ Sicilitus, or the 8th Part
ofan Qunce of Silver; that 4§ of which the Deng-
rius contained 60 were of the Weight of a Sicilicus,
4 of which werein the Follis, and made an Ounce. .
APound of 12 Ounces made 48 Sicilici ; add 2 Qua-
dranty or 3 Ounces, which are 12 Sicilici, and you
have 60. Therefore a Denarius, or Piece of Silver: of
3Scruples, 18 Siligue, if it were valued in Brafs at
the Proportion that was betweenr Brafs and Silver,
at the Age of thofe Writers, to wit, asone to 120,
then it was worth as much as a Pound and 9ys-
drant of Brafs, as much as 60 4ffes, as much as 1y
Follesy asmuch asa Septunx Semunia, of the later Mil-
liarenfisy hic Follis Epiphanio 53 dweewwéy. I have
here tranfcribed as much or more then I under-
fland ; but our Author's Expofition comglcatly
fills four large 4t Pages, 375, {Fc. to.which
muft. refer the curious Reader, for I have not
Time now fo much as to caft my Eyes over them.
I fuppofe the explaining the firft Sort of the Folles,
will make way for thc cafier undcrﬁandings the
- S orts
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' . . '
Sorts that follows after it: I muft therefore pro-

ceed, and infert the Paffage into what was written
before, and is now ready to go to the Prefs.

I am in hafte, and therefore can fcarce look
back to what I have alrcady written, only I:fhall
take Notice, that what is.faid by Gromovius, lib. 4.
cap. 16. p. 372, is, I fuppofe, a great Part of it
of his own Invention, for he alledges no Proof of
what he fays, in comparing the old Account with
the New ; and amongft other Things, that 20000
Folles anfwered 40 7. of Silver: Which, according
to my Computation, fhould rather be faid to an-
fwer 41/. and 8 Ounces over; for the former Sum
of Folles arife to 1666 and- 8 Ounces, ‘which divi-

ded by 40, arife to 41 /. 6. A like Miftake I ob-

ferve in what Gotbofred fays, in his Tome, cited p.
450, that in an old Roman Ounce, there were 7
Denariiy and that summus argenteus contained four
Scruples, and proves it from a Paflage in 30. 4#-
nalium Varronis, found in Charifius : But Gromovius,
.in another Place, and for another Purpofe, quotcs
the Words referred to, which I fhall repeat upon
a double Account: Firft, As a Proof againft Gro-
novius, that the Denarius was never heavier than 3
Scruples; and fecondly, againft Gothofred, to fhew
that they make not at all to his Purpofe neither:

The Words are thefe, Nummum Argenteam Confia-
tum u Servio Tullio dicunt 5 is quatuor forapulis ma- |

Jor fuit quam nunc eff.. Which in plainer Words is
this, Servius Tullius coined Pieces of Silver heavier
* than thofe in ulius Cefar’'s Time by 4 Scruples:
Now in Cefar’s Time they were full 3 Scruples,
and therefore in Servius Tullius, his Time; muft

weigh 7 Scruples, which is more than Double that |
Budeus and Gromovius will ever allow a Denarius
to have been: And tho’ Scaliger, Salmafius, and

Sa-
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Savotus calls them Denarsi ; yet, he fays, they were
cxtraordinary, and rather Monuments of fome A-
¢tion than Money, and ‘the Denarii came not in
Ufe . till about two Ages after. Now fuppofe we
thould for once grant this Opinion to be true, yet
it will be no lefs oppofite to what thefe Authors
would perfuade us, that the Romans at firft had
no Silver among{t them, and thercfore knew no-
thing of the \n\§orth or Value of it. Credat Fudeus
Apella. .

T HE other Thing [ intended to take further
Notice of, was wholly the vaft Difproportion
thefe two great Authors, whom I have moft of
all (in defending my Hypothefis) to deal with,
cannot, I fuppofe, ever agree how to fettle the
various Proportions of the Decreale of the Value
of Brafs, and the Increafe of the Value of Silver.
I will not retort upon Growovius, for telling us
_how many Thoufands and Hundreds Brafs was
lefs valued than Silver, as you havc juft read be-
" fore; but I will ftate Brafs, as almoft ‘all hive
done, (fave four or five Perfons) at 840 to one of
Silver.. Now if the Denarius. was but about a
Dracbm, which is.all they will allow it, how did
the Silver rife, and the Brafs fall? When as they
alfo hold that the Pound 4fés were reduced to
Sextantarii, or two Ounce 4ffes; herc muft be a
fall of their Brafs to a fix Part of what it was be-
fore, and thercfore the Silver muft be to Brafs,
as one to 140. When the 4ffes were Ounce A/fés,
and but 16 to the Demarius, then Silver was to
Brafs as one to 1163 but when thefe 16 whole
Ounces were brought to 16 half Ounces, Silver
then.would be as one to §6. I think our Oppo-
nents will fay I have brought down Brafls IO}VL‘T
o - S22 - than
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than I thould; to whom I anfwer, that Gromovius,
ainft whofe Followers I write this, gives usan
Inftance, but I cannot believe it true, that Silver
was to Brafs as one to 40, or 41: Tho’ I con-
ceive it is much Different ﬁ-om this Proportion in
many Places in Europe at this Time; but under
the Name of Brafs, I mean pure Copper, for 4-
bramus thinks, the Name of }{rafs, fignified a Sort
of mixt Mettle, which Gromevius ﬁg in as 120
to one of Silver; and in Cod. Theod. Iib. 13. tit. 2.
l. 1. Some of the Code. A°- Chrift. 397, as one of
Gold to 150 of Brafs; which brings it, as I con-
ceive, to one of Silver, to 17 of Brafs, which is
a lower Rate than I any where clfe met with it;
but 1 am in too much haft to confider it fully,
and therefore may have miftaken it ; but this will give
an Opportunity for others to examine it more nicely.
AND here I take leave of my Author, to pafs
forward, or rather back -again to Mr. Greaves, and
from him to corret an Errour I'have made fome
Pages before, in faying that I knew not whether
any Semiffes and Tremiffes were coined after Alexan-
der Severus his deceafe; for I find this careful and
judicious Man, {pcaking in thefe Words, p. rog.
be Semifles & T'remifles of other Emperors at fome
Diftance after Scverus, came to be lefs inthe fame Pyo-
portion as the Aurei were leffened, for the Aurei of
Severus were double the Denarii Cxfariiy, and there-
fore but 48 in the Pound, and not 50, as Helioga-
balus made, whofée Errour Severus corretted : But when
the later Emperors made [eventy two Aurei out of the
Roman Pound, the Semifles came alfo to be diminifb-
edy and were balf of their new Aurei, and not of the
former, and the Tremifles the third Part. _And bere
the Aurei lof their Proportion, which they kept before,
of being double to the Denarii: Of rhefé Tremifles is
. Ju.
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Juftinian 20 be underfiood ; ex Cod. Juftin. lib. xii. tit.
0. 1. 3. De militari vefte. Fortiflimis militibus no-
is per Illyricum non binos Z7emiffes pro fingulis
Chlamydibus, fed fingulos folidos dari precipimus.
,Arcad. 4 Homario 3 A. A. Confulibus. = Ao- Chrifii
396. .
And this may be further proved by a fair Tremiflis
of Gold of my own, of Juftinian, with the Infcription
D. N. Juftinianus, wesghing 21 Grains Englith, and
wanting therefore only 3 Grains and a balf, which it
may have loff by Time, it otherwife would be exattly
the 216th Part of a Roman Pound, that is the third
Part of the Aureus or Solidus of thofe Times ; where-
as if it bad been. coined to the Proportion of the Aureus
when there were 48 in the Pound, it would bave weigh-
ed 36 Grains and a balf, [othat it muft bave loff 15745 &
Difference fo great in a Biece of Gold o fair, and with-
all of (o (mall a Quantity, altogether improbable; and
therefore this Coin aloney if nomore were extant, would
confute their Opiniony who maintain that the Tremiflis
. of Juftinian djffered not from the Tremiflis of Seve-
rus, and confequently the Aurei of them both, better
than the Reafon produced by Cawarruvius fo the con-
trary would bave done.

I~ the Margent. I have finve perufed another in
Gold, a «very fair one, with this Infeription D.N. Ju-
ftinus P. F. AUG. weighing 22 Grains and better 5

" a 3d of Majoriartus with CO N O B. weighing 22
Grains a;tdl @ 42b of Juftinian weighing 23.

AL L that Mr. Greaves writes is fo excellent and
inftructive, that when I once begin, I can hardly
giveover. And tho’ whatis here faid by Mr. Greaves
1s {ufficient to all Intents and Purpofes he defigns it
for, yet the Law here ctlotcd was not made by 74-
Jinian, but many Years csforc, when Arcad. and o~

3 rius
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rius were Confuls, and fa11§ in with the Year of
Chrift 3965 when Fufinian came not to the Em-
pire ’till §27.

Turs retracting of what I have faid before,-
thews both the Weaknefs of my Memory, as ma-
ny others, will my pronenefs to Errours, almott in-
numerable; fo that I can.never too often fore-wam
mly; Rcaders, to give no farther Credit to me any
where, but what he finds upon Examination he has
§round for; and as I cannot too often accufe my
clf, fo I canncver fufficiently recommend Mr. Gres-

_ves to my Reader; not only for writing very plainly
and intelligibly, and being a great Mafter in Mathe-
maticks, ﬁut that he always ufes his greatett Care
to Benefit his Reader, and communicate his Know-
ledge ; whilft others rather endeavour to fhew them-
felves great Scholars, than in any meafure to make
their Readers Mafter of what they read; but this
is none of Mr. Greaves's Pra&ice, and his Chara&t-
cr is of a quite different Stamp, .and was always as
highly prized for his Honefty and Probity by Di-
vines; as for his gréat Judgment and Mathemati-
cal Head, by the Mafters of that admirable Sci-
cace.  But I expect not that what I fay concern- -
ing this Great Man thould be believed, without
having my 1Wdrds confirmed by Perfons of far
greater Authority : And the firft thall be the Cha-
racter given him by the moft excellent, and learn-
¢d, and well deferving Dr. Pocock, in the Elogism

¢ gives to Mr. Greaves, in his Book De Moribus
ey po eS8, Tor mol learned, and my moft lov-

#5g driendy John Greaves, than whom, none ever de-

wend (‘:.'.:.;_ oty ol Es Studiesy and bis Expences, with

Soware Gupire AXQNED 10 the Pullik Advantage of

Ferrvinzo The next that follows are W’oriD

. r'
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Dr. Fooper, Bifhop of Bath-and Hells, and arc to
be found in the 216th Page of his late Enquiry into
the State of ancient Meafures, in the Words follow-
ing, concerning the fame Perfon ; 7is l}'/ogy of bim I
conld not forbear producing, in Gratitude for the Infor-
mation I bave receiv’d fromhim 5 and with a Wifb that
thefe Comjectures from them 1 am now offering; bad been
prevented by bis folid Conclufions. 'To add any more to
thefe Praifes of Mr. Greaves, would neceffarily fall
fhort of them; and I cannot but wonder, thatthe
Perfons who have the Right of Publifhing thac
Book, have not béncfited the World, long e’re
this, with a 2d Edition thereof; which muftneeds

" be a.great Profit to him that fells it; and no lefler
Btnel%

t and Advantage to him that buys it.

A's to the Book of the Bifhop laft named, I
need not to commend it to the Perufal of thofe
Mathematicians that are able to underftand it; to
do which requires a Wit like his that wrig it; and
my Thoughts of it are exprefled in the firft Letter
I writ to that moft eminent Prelate, near 8 Years
ago, before what now comes from me.

H avinG thus colle€ted what I thought fit, out
of Gromovius, Mr. Greaves, and Bifhop Hooper, it
Is time for' me to draw towards a Conclufion. And
yet I fhould be much to blame to pafs by the lear-
ned and eloquent Mr. Fleerwood, late Bifhop of Ely,
who, as I am well inform’d, by a fpecial Hand, was
the Author of the CHRONICON PRETIOSUM
without owning how much the Britifb World is
obliged to him for his Colletions on that Subject,
and the advantagious Ufe he has made of them, in-
anfwering the Queftion propofed to him, by one
of the Fellows of .4l-Soul's (‘?ollcgc in Oxford, and
fome Remarks he has given us concerning the Sax-

S 4 ' _ on’
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on Money; but more efpecially conceming the
Difference between the Saxon Shillings, and aur
Modern ones, fince the Conquett; five Pence mak-
ing a Shillipg with the Saxons, and 12 Pence mak-
ing a Shilling with the Englith. T do not know
whether this ingenious Book has been printed more
than once; but if it has not, I am fureit well de-
ferves a 2d Edition, far better than fome others,
that have been more kindly entertain’d.  And fince
I have declared my Opinion of the Worth of it;
and repute it thePart of a true Friend in all Books
whatfoever, to inform the Author firft, and where
that cannot be done, the Reader, of any Miftake
that might mif-guide him, or be an Errourin him |
. that writ it; wi‘iléh makes very few Books come
forth without Amendments and Errata’s joined to
. them. Tho’ this Chronicon had ho more than two on-
ly, and thofe very flight ones; but in the Preface
writ aftgrwards, the Author acknowledges two
more; but they are fuch as his Modefty charged
him with; tho’ there was not any juft Reafon for |
his doing fo; the firft being the Miftake of Sir -
HMenry Spelman, the famous Author of the GrLos-
sARY, and the other the Errour of Mr. Speed;
the 1ft that this learned Author takes Notice of,
as a Miftake, is in the Preface, g 3d, in afcribing
that to Henry 1. inftead of Henry IL.out of Gervace
of Tilbury. Gervaceindeed lived in Hemry II’s Time,
but the Fact he relates belongs to Hemry the Ift’s;
tho’ that moft diligent Knight under the Word
Firma, p. 230. has thefe Expreflions within a Pa-
renthefis (donec Henricus 2dus ex jufia occafiome mo-
rem mutavit) and it is a Wonder how it efcaped his
Obfervation, and was not amended in the 2d Edi-
tion, Anno 1664 ;5 for it is wholly inconfiftent with
. what comes nex ig the following Page, taken out
o

ull
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" of, (as] think it iscalled) the Black Book of the Ex-
chequey 5 Vrrit by Gervace of Tilbury, whoie Words
are thefe. :

Toto igitur Regis Willielmi zempore, perfeveraveris
hec Infistusio, ufque ad Tempora Regis Henrici filii
eusy adeo wt viderim ego ipfe quofdam qus vifiualia
Rasutis semporibus de fundis Regiss ad curiam deferri
viderint.  Certumaque babebant officiales domus Regie,
4 quibus Comitasibus triticums & quibus diverfas [pecies
carniym, vel equorsm pabula, vel queque neceffaria de-
bebamsuy 5 biis vero [olusss [ecundum confiitutum modum '
cujufque reiy Regii officiales computabans vicecomiti re-
digentes in [ummam Denariorum.

No w as one Errour generally begets another
fo has it happened to Sir Henry, and Mr. Fleerwood
in this; For the next Words that follow in the
Grossary, p. 231. and in the Chronicon, p. 69.
have both, I think fwallowed a Miftake 1n the
Price of Goods, which they both give as follows.

Pro menfura tritici ad panem centuws bominum [oli-
dum unum. - o

Pro corpore Bovis pafcualis unum [olidum.

Pro Aricte vel ove quatuor Denarios.

Pro prebenda XX equorum. quatuor Denarios.

Now in the 2d Price I think they are both mi-
ftaken, for in my Collection out of Rich. Fames, a
famous Antiquary, in his MSS in the Bodiean Li-
brary, Vol.x. p.78. for the Carcafs of an Ox, in-
ﬁm of one Shilling, he writes iii Sokidos, 3 Shil-
lings; what next follows thefc Prices is to be met
with in Sir Henry’s GrLoss ARY; but becaufe e-
very one is not, poffefled of that Book, and that I

. may
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may fhew what a diligent Tranfcriber .che afore-
fajc{ jch. Fames was, 1 will priat the Reft of that
Exfcript out of Ger. Tslbury, in this Place, which
ftill more plainly difcovers the Errours above-men-
tioned.

Succedente vevo tempore cum idem Rew (H. 1.) in
tranfmarinis §5 remotis partibus; [edandis’ tumultibus.
bellicis operam daret 5 ut fieret fibi fumma neceffaria ad
bec explenda (but the Grossa Ry falfly reads ex-
empla, which fhews that Sir Henry had his Copy
at 2d Hand) numerata pecunia. Confluebat sntevea ad
Regis curiam quersla multitudo colomorum, <vel quod
gravius fibi videbatury preteriunts frequenter occur(abat,
oblatis vomeribus in fignum deficientis Agriculture. In-
wumeris enim molefliis premibantur occafione Vittualium
qus per plurimas regui partes a [fedibus propriis defere-
bant. Horum igitur queremoniis (apud Gloff. guerelis)
inclinatus Rex diffinito (Glofl. definito) magnorum con-
filia deftinavit per Regnum qiuos ad id prudentiores &3
diferetiores cognoverat qui Circumeuntes (Glofl. Circu-
euntes) €3 oculata fide fundas fingulas perlufirantes, ba-
bita eflimatione victualium que de -biis (Glofl. akiis)
redigerunt .in fummam Denariorum. De [umma vero
Sfummarum que ex omnibus [ummis furgebat in uno comi-
satu, conflituerumt vicecomitem comstatus illius ad Scac-
carium teneri, addentes ut ad [calam folveret, hoc -eft
propter (alias preter) quamlishet numeratam libram fex
Denar’ vati funt enim traélu temporis, de facile poffe
fieriy ut moneta tunc fortis a [uo fiatu decideret. Ne:
eos fefellit opinioy unde coalli funt confiituere, ut firma
maneriorum non (olum ad [calam [ed ad penfum [olvere-
tg;r, quod perfieri non potuit nifi longe plumb’ appofitis,

. e oA

I remember not any more Errours in the Choni-
~ con,
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cony fave in his correting in the 53 Page, the 49
(into 39) H. 6th; for it was true as it was, and
to be underftood of H. 6th, when reftored to the
Crown, O¢. 13th, A°- 1470, and gave, it’s likely.
one of his laft Commiffions, 14th April, 1471. i
have thought fit to take the greater Notice- of
this, for a fpecial Reafony that I might endeavour
fully to clear the Memory of that Pious, tho’ unhap-
py Prince, from an Obliquy, accidentally, asI fup-
Fo{'c, caft upon him, I;gf that every way great and
earned Politician Sir Roberz Cotton, who had not
the Opportunity to fec the exaét Accounts, that
are now extant, concerning the Alteration of the
Standard for Coins in England : For in an excellens
Speech that eminent Statefman -imade in Parlia-,
ment, 1 Car. I. at Oxford, againft the leflening
the Wcight of the Coin, then attempted by fome,
(that ought to have been either wifer or honefter)
to be found in his Remains, p. 286. Where after
he had highly commended Edward the Firtt, for -
fixing the Standard, both for Purity and Weight, and
that it would be a Blemifly to all Princes that fhould -
do the Contrary: He unhappily fixes on King Hex.
the 6th, for an Example. Thus we fee it was with
Henry the Sixth, who after be begun with abatin
the Meafure, be after fell to abating the Matter, an
granted Commiffions to Miflenden and others, to pra-
Etice Alchemy to ferve bis Mint: The Extremity of
the State felt this Aggrievance; befides the Difbonour
it laid upon the Perfon of the King, was not the leaft
Advantage his difloyal Kinfman took to ingrace himfelf
into the Peoples Favour, to bis Sovereign’s Ruiu, pag.
217. Queen Elizabeth, was advifed by the Lord
Treafurer Burleigh and Sir Thomas Smith, bat it
was the Honour of ber Crown, and trae Wealth of
ber felf and People, to reduce the Standard to the an-

ctent
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cient Purity and Ponderofity of ber great Grandfather
King Edward the 42b.

lI1 halzelgacrehtraxﬂcribeg,fo lzll)lﬁlf;l:df 1;1)1: wife and
olitick Knight’s Speec i tha%unl't
xl')aiﬁn the \galue, oI;efcﬂ'cnigg the Weight of the
Englifh Coin, and could have withed he had chofe
fome other Perfon to refle€t upon; for the alter-
ing the Standard, that was the Effet of Edward
the 4th, or his great Counfellor ; and as Mr. Loands,
ftiles him, Ailliam Lord Hafings, his Mint Ma-
fter and Worker, 4 Edward 4th. So that it was
Edward the 4th, and not Hemry the 6th, that led
his Kinfman the Way to raife a Zroy Pound of
Silver, from 30s. in the Pound, to 37s. and 64.
except you would chargean Infant of two or three
Years old at moft, with what his Counfellors had
done. 1 H. 6th, and faw the ill effeét of it, and
altered it, 4 H. 6th, and only kept after, as it
were, ’till 40 A. 6th, when he found it raifed by
Edw. 4th. 1 fuppofe Mr. Lounds never faw Sir
Robert - Cotton’s Speech, otherwife he would not
have advifed King #illiam the Bd, to a Fact that
had redougded fo much to the Dithonour and Lofs
of the Crown, which that Prince profeffed {hould
never be the worfe for his wearing it, and fo de-
trimental to all the feveral Subjeéts that thould e~
ver Live after him. -

‘Tue next Paflage that Mr. or Dr. Fleerwood
feems to accufe himfelf for (4. p. 10th) was his
cenfuring Mr. Speed, for a Falt that deferved Cen-
fure, if any ever dids and for placing fo many
two Pences and three Pences upop the Coins,of
the Saxon Kings, and others fince the Conqueft.
For ' certainly 1t was a ‘very indifcreet A&, lf]'or

S what
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what elfe could they fignify: And tho’ in the fame
Preface, the Author fays, He is now fenfible Speed
intended it for another Purpofe, yet he does not
tell us what that Purpofe was: And tho’ I writa
Letter to Dr. Hudfon, then chicf Keeper of the
Bodlean Library, yet he gave me fuch an Anfwer,
as I was no wifer for it; but at laft'l et with it
at the End of Speed’s Hiftory, p. 1237, which had
been much better placed at the inning of it,
or rather left out for good and all; for it will be
unintelligible to a vulgar Reader, when ever he
finds it thus exprefled. T be Circsumferences of thefe
anciemt Monies being diverfe and different, we bave in
this Sculptore obferved, by fbewing VAREE Diameters,
whofe Circles import the Bigne(s ofethe Mintage, and
their Figures compared with thefe, dirett the Proporti-
ons to be of the fame which thou feeff. 1 think few
ever read a fingle period fo unintelligibly exprefled
asthis, nor faw a Figure worfe contrived than that.
which is fix’d under it, which is drawn from fix
feveral Centers; but had been eafier both drawn
and underftood, if they had been all from one
common Center. 2dly, There are no Diameters at
all drawn on them. 3dly. If they had, they had
fill been needlefs, for will not every Eye di{cover
the Bignefs of any, by barely looking upon it
and as to the Figures, they are not only ncedlefs,
but neceffarily lead the Viewer of them'into fome
Errour; and if they did not fo, yet being not of
the fame Bignefs with the Coins themfelves, they
are Fallacious, and no waK help the Secr of them
to read the Letters of the Infcription, being of
too large a Shape, and by that Mcans of fome-
thing a different Form: This I fay were fufficicent
to deny them any Approbation, whieh in the Prc-
face, Mr. Fleerwood feems to allow them, Nowkli
wou
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" would -have no Man . think that I have writ this
to difparage Mr. Speed’s Hiftory, which is (confi-
dering the Author’s Education) ‘a very Praife worthy
_W':::'ﬁ, and defervedly continues ftill in great Re-
ute®
F Bur I conceive it a Benefit to the Publick,
to difcover an*Errour that may do Milchief, but
can do no Man good, -and may Caution othen
from making (as far as they can help it) any M
ftakes at all: Neither am athamed to own, tha
the like blame may be laid to my Charge, and |
ought to be doubly blamed if it be found in any
Ca%c where I could }chvcnt it. But I have ac
quainted the World before with my Infirmities,
and under what ,bad Circumftances I write, and
have none near me skilled in the Subje&t I writes-
bout, ortolendmean helping Hand: And therefore
Faults muft be expected, iot of me whoam decay-
ed by Age and Difeafes ; and by my Printer’s mifta-
+ king the Copy I writ, ‘and fometimes the Correc-
tions I made; but fo many Errours, I believe had
not. efcap’d, if his Original had been good, where-
3s I acknowledge mincto have been very defeétive.

I~ the 140th Page of thefe Letters, I promifed
that at the End of this Volume, I would give an- |
Account of the different Valuations of the Cen/fss
Romanus, given us by the Roman Hiftorians; and
{ettled by Servius Tullius, made 1 fuppofe about the
Year of Rome 3180, for he being King neither by
‘Succeflion nor proper Elettion; but by the Ari-
fice of the Widow of his Predeceflor Zarguinius
Pyiftus, could not in any likelikood cffet it, 'tll
he had been for feveral Years in quict Poffeffion.

. Now
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T u 15 Valuation of the 1ft Clafs muft have con-
tinued ’till Ao Urb. 484, when moft Authors think
that Silver was firft coined at Rome; but what
Weight the Denarii were then coined there is no

offitive or dire¢t Proof given us by any Writer;
we are left to gather what is faid concer~
ning the Remans lowering their Brafs Moaey ; Bue
we are certain of this by feveral remaining Denarié
as well as Affes, that before the End of the 2d Py~
mick or Hannibal's Wary; which ended A Urb. 549.
that the 7th Part' of a Roman Ounce of Silver was
worth.aeither mote nor lefs than 8 Qunces of Brafs 3
and by Confequonce if eight Ounces of Brafs was
worth 8.4. of our prefent Englifp Maney; as is fuf-
Ficiently ;proved in feveral Places in thefe Mifcella~
aics, a ‘whole Pound .of Brafs, or 12 .Qunces r?‘ :
be worth one: Shilling Engiifb, according o -whi
‘Value, Brafs and Silver continued at the fame Rates,
%l the (Cowfis was finft altered by Augufas Cefar.
Now aceordingly for dbove.200 ¥ ears together the
Cenfies Romanus will Rtand as follows. , J
l ~ ' C L s

- =30 ) f 100000

205,

recomy -, ‘"“‘”% amountsto §50d 00 ©
Of Beals { 2° , .

120000 . w'::“?} -amounts to 6060 ©0 B

25000 “’°°°} amountsto® 6250 ©0 O

20

Spetopins in Axg. ¢. 41, 800000 H. S, whichmake 6666 13 4

Swnsokins Bhidem, the higheft Cenfus raifed by

Ac-

L. s

M }.amo’unts to $600 60 P
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AccorDING to the laft two Valuations, the
Cenfus Romanus continued ’till. Fuffinian’s Time,
when the Name and Office ceafed in the Empire
of the Eaft; but long before that time the Value
of Brafs and Silver were altered, and fometimes
reckoned but one to 120.

In the following TABLE, befides
the Latin Names, or the Number of the
the Seftertii, I have partly for the Sake
of the Englifb Readers, and partly for
the Sake of the Criticks, added the A-
rabick Figures, that if they find any im-
proper Latin Names, they may fill per-
ceive what Number 1 intended them for,#

I thofe that are Critically skilled in

.Latin Toungue may alter them more

ceably to the Propriety of it.

T ATA




Num’ Sefter’ in La’

Unus Seffertins -
Sefterzii due - -
Seflersiitres - -
Sefierii guasnore
Seftertii quingne

Decems Seflertii -
Centum Sefiertii

Mille Seffertii - «

Do ?gm -
Tvia reid - o
Quarwor Seftertia -
RQuingue Seffertia-
Sex Suflertia - - -
Septews Seftertia -
Ofto Seflertia -
Novem Sefiertia
Decems Seffertia
Vigima ~ - H,
Tngmt - - -
%ud‘mginu
imyhaginta
Scxag:h?g .-
Suptuaginta -
Otoginta - -
. Nonaginta -
Centiys « » = -
Dsucenta - - H. S.
Trecomta « - - -
Quadringenta - -
Quingetsta - - -
Sexcentn - - - ~
Septingenta
O(lingenta
Nongenta
Decigs - -

[ T T T T
(I I T T S B B PN B

B 8 redsictd 0 ony prefent

lith C 0 IN. "
L ]

inFigur’  Pretium eorpm.
A 5 4

P -© oo o

o b L ] [ 1] o4

3 = ° 00 o8

L ) o 3

t ° o0 1e

I - ° o1 o8

IVY i ) 16 o8
IOD0  wheie [ o6 [
2008 1% 13 o4
3000 = 24 oo ()
AODD - wme 33 o6 o3
508D - im 41 13 o
6200 - s0 (-1} oo
POOD wen 58 e6 o8
3050 = 66 13 o
PVOD  w 7% ©0 oo
IO0DD  we 8s o6 [
2VVOD - 166 13 o%
30000 we 240 00 ©0
40000 = 333 O6  Of
J0000" ==~ 416 13 o%
6OODO w=  §00 00 ' -QO
70000  aime 583 o6 . of
80000 «= 666 13 o4
90000 e 730 co oo
100000 « 333 06 o8
200000 = 1666 13 o4
300000 = 2500 oo oo
400000 - 3333 d6 o8
500000 == 4166 13 o4
600000 o= 5000 oo oo
700000 — 5833 06 o8
800000 o= 6666 13 o4
900000 = 7500 oo oo
1000000 <4 8333 o6 o8

Num®
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Num’ Sefter’ in Lat’
:Vii'iu ----H. 8.

-TPicies = = o = - -

' Quadragies - - -
mingenties - - -
exagies - - - -

Septuagigs - - -

Oftogies - ». - -

Nonagies - - - - -

Centios - - - - «

Ducensies - - -H. S,
. Trecenties = - -
Quadringenties - .

Quingenties - - -

Sexcenties - - - - -

Septingenties - -
Oftingenties - - -
Nongenties - - -

Millies - - - - - - .

Bis Millies - - H,
Ter Mil* - - - - -

Quater Mil’ - - -

Quinguies Mil* - -

Sexies Mil’ - - -
Septies Mil* - - -
Otties Mil* - - -
Nonies Mil' - - -

Decigs Mil* - - - .

Undec’ Mil’ - - H.S.
_ Duodecies Mil* - - -

Terdecies Mil* - - -
Quadragies Mil* - -

Quinquagies Mil’

Sexagles Mil’ - - -

Septuagies Mil’ - - -

Ottogies Mil’ - - -

- Nonagies Mil’ - - -
Vicies Mil> - - -

Viciesun® Mil* - H.S.

Vicies bis Mil’ - - -

Vicies ter Mil® - -
Vicies quater Mil’ -

-

Vicies quinguies Mil’-

Vicies jexies Mil® -
Vic.es fepties Mil* -
Vicies ofties Mil® -
‘Vicies nonies Mil, -
Tricies Millies - -

il

in Figur’

. 2000000
3000000
4000000

§000000 .
60006000 .,

7006000
8000000
' 9000Qo0
10000000
20000000
30000000
40000000
§000Q000
60000000
700066000
80000000
90000000
100000000
200000000
30000000Q
400000000
$§00000000

- 600000000

700000000
800000000

900000000"

1000000000
1100000000

1200000000.

1300000000
1400000000
1500000000
16oooopooo

1700000000

1800000000

© 1900000000

2000000000
2100000000
2200000000
2300000000

2400000000 -

2500000000
2600000000
2700000000
2800000000
2900000000
3000000000

TP PR T EET L EE e e T

l’retitimEotum.
A 5. d,
16666 13 4
25000 00 0!
33333 o6 8

. 41666 -13 4
© 40000 00 o
58333 o6 3§
66666 13 4

" 975000 .00 o'
83333 o6 3
166666 13 4
250000 00 o
333333 06 §
416666 13 4
400000 00 0!
583333 o6 §
666666 13 4
750000 00 O
833333 o6 s‘
1666666 13 4
2500000 ©0 0
3333333 o6 §
4166666 13 4
4000000 o©O 0’
5833333 06 $|
6666666 13 4J
7500000 00 ©
8333383 06 §;
9166666 13 4
10000000 @O0 ©
18333333 o6 8
11666666 13 4
12500000 @0 O
13333333 o6 §
11466666 y3 4
15000000 o ©
15833333 o6 $§
16666666 13 4
17500000 o0 O
18333333 o6 8
19116666 13 4
20000000 _ g0 ©
20833333 o6 §
21866666 13 4
. 22500000 @0 ©
23333333 o6 §
- 24666666 13 4
25000000 go ©
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Num’® Sefter’in Lar’ . in Figur® Pretium Borum.-
. Tt - ‘- o ‘:
Tric' bis Mil' - H.S, 3200000000 — 25083333 06 & -
Tricies ter . Mil® - - 3300000000 — 27500000 o0¢ o
Tricies quater Mil’ - - 3 00000000 — ~ 20833333 06 8
Tricies quinguuu\lil’ 3500000000 ~— 29186666 13 4
Tricies fexties Mil' - 3600000000 —— 30000000 00 ©
Tricies fepties Mil' - 3700000000 — 30833333 06 $
Tricies ofbies Mil’ - - "3800000000 —— 31666666 13 4
Tricies nonies Mil' - = 3900000000 — 32500000 00 O
Quadragies Mil’ H.S. 4000008000 «— 33333333 06 8
Quinguagies Mil> -  5000000000. — 41666666 13 4
Sexagies Mil> - - - 6000000000 =-— 50000000 00 O
Septuagies Mil’. - - 7000000000 —  §8333333 06 8
Octogies Mil> - - - 8000000000 — 66666666 13 4
Nonagies Mil’ - - - 9000000000 — 75000000 00 O
Centies Mil’ - - - 10000000000 — .83333333 06 $
Ducensies Mil’ - - 20000000000 -~ 16666666 .13 4
Trecenties Mil’ - - 30000000000 . 250000000 GO o
Quadringenties Mil' 40000000000 — 333333333 o6 8

T u1s was the Sum that Pefpafian thought ne-
ceflary to redeem the Debts the Roman Emperors
before him had contralted; and the greateft that
any Reman Sum is computed by in Sefferces.

-~ THERE is no need of 2 'I“able for the Denarii,
for divide any Number of Sefferces l?- four, and the-
o

%loticnt will be the Number that fo many Denarii
will amount to. .

WaerE the Sum confift of Drachma’s, 1 have
fomeé where before ‘given Notice that being divided
by 30, they give fo many Englifh Pounds, and 20
of them 135. 4d. and ten 6. 84.

ANp for Pounds of. Roman Moncy, each of
them amountto 2. 165. 64. atleaft in'our Money.
And a Pound of Gold, whileft the Emperors lived
at Rome; was about ten Times as much, viz. 28/

s. But after Conflantine the Great came to the

mpire, and'even in thefe Days, a Roman Pound

. of
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of Gold will amount toabout 387. s, 64. Engii

but what is faid of this laft Mettal, ought to have

further Enquiry mede sbout. .

Av L the Talents mentioned before, each of them
valued according to my Com%uctatio? if they be 4-
. #ck or common Talewtsy will be2oo L. if gmg/b Ta-

l)einu, each 4001, if Babylowifb 2331. 63. 8d. Engisfp

tlxlfa{'e hitherto fpokengf Talents not according to
their proper and true Value; but as I have computed
them in compliance'with former Authors who gene-
fcrally reckon by thelater Murei, 3 of which make
our prefent englith Pound ; but that I may not mif-

ide others by my Compliance with the common fa~

ion, I will now give another Value; to thew that

ft was not out of Miftake, but for the Reafon afore

alledged, that Ifet fo low a Value on the Attick Talent,
4 if the Romesi Dewarii had beenequal to the A¥ick

Dradbme 5 now to rate the Aitick Drachma axight, 1

I fhall not compute as M. Greaves hasdoneat the uts

moft, viz. 67 Grainsbut at 66 only, which makes |

the Drachma worth 84. + and bringethc' Astick Ta~

" jmtodrad 105, mdeanfoﬁmﬂ Fudaiz which
. 4sdoubletoit toqay ). andt &ZM which wa
-ayth Panb?ge’ rthan the Arvick anifes to 23¢7. 8. 44.
Bithop Hooper and Pomp. Feftus reckoss the Yydai
and Alexandrian Talent double the Attick, but thercis
shother Alexandrian Talent reckon’d 7 Parts bigger
thanthe Arick, which arifesto 2707, 165. 74d. g*4.

- I mever read any Thing (as I remember) concer

ning the Talentum Antiochinm and Talensam Amsiochie,

fave in Dr. Avbuthnot’s Tables; who raves the one
at 861b. 8 Ounces, 16 Dwts, 8 Grains, and the

lattet at 390 Ib. 3 Ou 13 Dwts, 11 Grains; |

but neither of thefe are vo be met with in the ccle-
« brated Book of Dr. Bersard’s.

F I NTITS.
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